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The United States war steamer Osslpee, the con¬

voy of the surrendered Virglnlus, arrived In Mew
York Harbor on Monday shortly before midnight,
as reported In yesterday's Herald, and anchored
off the Battery, and there was no little surprise
created by the fact that she was not accompanied
t>y the famous vessel confided to her company. It
was learned, however, that the Virginias had
(become unseaworthy and bad sunk on the voyage
off the North Carolina coast.
No one was permitted to board the Osslpee on

Monday night, and the restriction was not removed
until yesterday afternoon, after her commander
(had communicated officially with Admiral Rowan
at the Navy Yard. Below will be found rull details
Of the voyage and sinking of the Virglnlus.

THE VULGINIUS' LAST VOYAGE.
On Board thk U. S. Steamship Ossifeb, )

New York Hahuor, Dec. 29, 1873. J
From the time ol the arrival of the man-of-war

Steamer Ossipee at Key West until the hour of her
departure she was kept in constant readiness for
seal, her destination being as much a matter of
conjecture to those on board as it was a matter of
sncertainty to those on shore.
At a moment when least expected the order

came lor us to leave at once; our anchor was
weighed, our sails were £et, and by eight o'clock
on the morning of December le we were sailing
rapidly out towards sea. We took with
as the schooner Mattle A. Hand, loaded
with coal, and at five o'clock P. M. on the
same day, after a rapid and easy sail across a very
moderate sea, we came to anchor directly off
Fort Jefferson, which stands on the island of Tor-
\ugas, leaving the schooner to come to rest at a
short distance ahead. On the 17th inst., at 12:30
P. M., we sighted the steamer Virglnius coming in
with the steam yacht Despatch, and at one
P. M. Doth vessels came to anchor.the
"Virglnius directly alongsido the coal schooner
Mattte A. Hand and the Despatch upon our
starboard beam. As soon as the two vessels
had come to anchor the Virginius began to coal,
the Ossipee sending a draft of men on board to
assist in the work. This was the first indication
we had that oar steamer, the Ossipee. was to take
charge of the Virginias, and no sooner had the
"bevy of men been ordered to the ship than Lieu¬
tenant D. C. Woodrow was sent from the Ossipee
to take command of the Virginias, along with
Midshipman Fred Tyler and E. B. Underwood as
watch officers, and Second Assistant Engineer A.
Kirby, of the Osslpee's engineer department.
At live o'clock A. M., on the 18th Inst., the Yir-

ginlus having just finished coaling, the Ossipee
took np anchor, steamed alongside of the Mattle
A. Hand and began to take coal for ourselves.
While we were engaged at this we ran a hose to
the Virginias, in order that we might relieve her
«f much of the

WATER THAT WAS WEIGHING HER DOWN
from numerous leaks. 1 would state, In this con¬
nection. that the Virglnius was in a terrible condi¬
tion, reeking in manure and Infested with vermin
of every description, so that she was really unlit
lor any service whatever, and almost too filthy to
be boarded. During the afternoon of this
same date we sent water and provisions aboard of
her sufficient for ten days' rations, and Imme¬
diately made every preparation for going to sea
the next morning, as the afternoon gradually
wore away, and before the duskiness of evening
came on, your correspondent was afforded an op¬
portunity of boarding the Virglnius and of ascer¬
taining for himself what credence should be placed
in numerous rumors which had reached all ears
concerning her. I never knew the lull meaning of
the term "abominable" until I saw the condition
of this filthy and stinking ship. In her forward
water-tight compartment 1 lound water to the
depth of six feet, in her holds to the depth of two
and ahalf feet, while in the fire room the flood rose
almost as high as the grate bars. The Spaniards
had left on board of her u few empty tanks, barrels
and casks, which, along with stale provisions and
other refuse matter, were floating and knocking
against each other in the dirty brine. Filth of
every description was seen on all sides, so that a
fair and impartial description ot the ship is too dis¬
gusting to be given. As soon as the actual state
ol affairs was fully comprehended gangs of men
were sent on board of her with buckets

TO BAIL nER OIT,
but, though they were steadily working for many
hours, the water which came In through her bot¬
tom seemed to exceed the amount which was
hurled ontover her sides. Going below, 1 found
myself In the apartments which were the lormcr
quarters of the lamented Captain Fry. along with
the other officers who with him were made the
victims of Spanish wrath. The condition of
theso rooms was terrible.slop buckets, broken
bottles, portions of mattresses, spittoons, cigar
stamps, along with masses or human excrement,
rendered the Btcnch unendurable, so much so that
the strongest disinfectants were resorted to in
order to render tire Virglnius habitable for the
officers placed on board ol her. Everything of the
least ralue, everything that conld be utilized for
.Dy purpose, whatever had been

CARRIED AWAT BY THE SPANIARDS,
and all that they coubl not remove tliey had ren¬
dered entirely useless. They had defaced the
furniture, cut holes In the tanks, cleaved all the
wires communicating with the engine room, de-
Bioyed all time pieces and steam gauges, emptied
human filth and offal upon the cugincs, an/1 had
done all in their power »o render the Virginias

UNFIT TO NAVIGATE ANY SEA
and too loathsome and abominable to be hoarded
by civilized men. Your correspopdent was eager
to quit her deck, as were all the parties who went
with him, while f-lie feelings of all who went on
board were more bitter to those who had reduced
her to such a condition tnan they were when tlio
news of the slaughter was first mudo known, tor
bcro we saw with our own eyes the

BRUTALITY OF SPANISH VOLUNTEERS
and the extremity of their hatrod toward the
Halted States.
Returning on board the Ossipee. a gang of 2ft

were found preparing u> board the Virglnius

and assist In pumping her out. The part/ returned
on the morning of the 19th, and reported that after
working all night they had aucceeded In reducing
the depth of the water by several inches. At three
P. M. on the same day, our ship, the Ossipee, tripped
anchor, and, towing the Virglnlua with a hawser
luo fathoms In length, In a few ltdura stood bravely
out at sea, the Despatch following in oar wake.
For a time the engines and pumps of the
VlrginiuH worked pretty weft, and at five o'clock
P. M. we parted from the Despatch amid the blow¬
ing of whistles, the waving of caps and the shout¬
ing of many Godspeeds. One half hour later we
were alone nursing a leaking vessel, which groaned
and creaked heavily, even on the breast of the then
moderate sea. We saw no

OTI1RK UNITED STATES STEAMER
until the morning of the 20th, when, at eight o'clock
A. M., we exchanged signals with our frigate, the
Colorado, and shortly alter with the United
States steamer Powhattan, which was con¬

veying the monitor Manhattan. on the
2lst the morning broke with severe winds
and lowering clouds, succeeded by mad squalls and
a very heavy sea. The Ossipee and the Virglnlns
both rolled heavily, but the latter was towed quite
easily, notwithstanding.
This increasingly bad weather continued during

the 22d lnst,, and the pumps of the Virginius proved
efficient In keeping the water within from gaining
In depth. On the 23d lnst. tho tempest grew
wilder, the storm Increased, tne heavens bujst
forth

THUNDER AND LIGHTNING,"
and the wind, hauling ahead, banked np an ex¬

ceedingly heavy sea. A t half-past nine A. M. on
this day, the 23d, the Virginias signalled to us:.
We have xevi'ti lect of water In forward compartment.

Water utill increasing. H our tires go out we cannot
keep oer clear.
Upon -.xading this signal all or ns on board the

Ossipee became greatly alarmed and momentarily
feared the vessel would go down, so that our
course was changed to northwest half west. At
10 A. M. we received another signal reading:.
Are throwing away all heavy articles from lorward to

lighten her.
Agaiu we changed our course and headed di¬

rectly to the shore, so that before too late we
might get the Virginius in comparatively smooth
water. At 3 P. to. the Virginius again signalled
us
Gau hold ont nntiWmorning if water-tight bulkhead

does not give way.
Ail that dreury afternoon, and during the entire

of that dull and heavy night, the fated ship rode
with great labor, and towed with the utmost dif
Acuity. We could sec her lights waving to and fro;
we could hear the dull thud and rattle of her pad¬
dles, we could see her prow rise and sink, and
every dip she made we feared would be her last.
The night seemed long and dreary, a dull sea, a

dark sky, and liable to sink at any moment.
Such were the conditions of the evening of Decem¬
ber 23. At 7 A.M., of the 24th, again the Vir¬
ginius signaled to us
Our alter boiler is disabled, lorward boiler nearly so.

We at once responded, lowered a boat, and sent
onr chief engineer, Mr. William King, aboard, In
order that he might make an inspection, who upon
returning, Bald that the signal concerning the
boilers fully represented the truth. We at once
took in all sail and steamed up along the coast, the
Virginius rising easier and the watct growing
more and more Rmooth.
The 25th lnst., Christmas Day, brought

TERRIBLY DI8AGREEABLE WRATHEB,
along with drizzling rain, and at 6 A. M. we saw
the Prying Pan lightship bearing directly east.
Here it was that onr hawser parted and we at once

signalled the Virginius to follow us, which she did,
but at the same time showed that she was leaking
heavily. At 8:30 A.M. we stopped our engines,
came to anchor in eight fathoms of water and made
signal to the Virginius, which she answered by
backing under our stern and receiving the hawser
which we put out. At 10 4. M. we received ano¬
ther signal from the Virginius that her wheel ropes
had parted, audat4P. M. still another, as follows:.
We must keep our engines backing In order to work

our pumps.
To this signal tho Ossipee responded, "Very

good." During the aiternoon a heavy rain set in,
along with a very stiff wind. At 6 P. M. the Vir¬
ginius aignalled.
The water is gaining rapidly upon us,

and an hour later she spoke to us in a way which,
we could not interpret. We hauled her up until she
labored but 60 lathoms irom us, and made all prepa¬
ration in cuse of disaster, the wind and sea keep¬
ing up all night and botn vessels heavily roiling.
The morning of December 2fl, which we all honed
would dawn under better conditions, broke forth
In heavy gusts and squalls, and at 3 A. M. the Vir¬
ginius signalled :.
Our fires are going out. Water gaining rapidly.

And at just sixty minutes later she signalled
again :.
Fires out Pumps stopped. Must be taken off at once.
All hands on board the Ossipee were called in a

moment; orders were passed and repassed quick
and fast; preparations were mace to rescue those
on board the ship we were towing, which, owing
to the heavy sea, we did not dare haul any nearer
to us. The waves rose and fell, boiling and
seething; the wind bowled through the rigging;
our vessel rolled like a heavy ball in the water,
and it was under such circumstances that we
lowered

THE OB9IPEE'S FIRST CUTTER.
Happily, in giving the Virginias a tow line the

day belore, use had been made of a small hawser
wulch they had used in connection with the other,
and which now became of the greatest Importance.
It was made fast at once to the starboard wheel-
house of the Virginias and to the starboard quar¬
ter of tho Ossipee. Here, at once, in face of the
dangerous sea, and without a moment's hesita¬
tion, Lieutenant Rboadcs volunteered to go in the
little cutter, aud

FOUR BRAVE SONS OF NEPTUNE
followed his example, to rescue those on board the
rapidly sinking and lll-f&tea ship. These men tried
in vutn to reucn the Virgtnins on the starboard
side, for a strong current was running toward the
coast and the boats were In danger of helng
swamped by the tow line. The order was tnen
given t>o shift the line to the port paddle box
of the Virginias, which was done, we at the same
time shifting our end to our port quarter. This
being accomplished the little cutter by means of a
line from her bow felt her way aud dropped down
by the side of the Vlrglntus, and in answer to our
hopes .

THE FIRST BOAT LOAD OF HEN
reached their way back to the Ossipee. It was a
difficult and dangerous task lor any man to make
the little boat safely In such a terrible sea. As
soon as the cutter came along each man on the
Vlrglntus let hlmseir down over her rolling and
heaving side with a rope, and ns a high wave wonld
lift the cutter away up toward him he would swing
himself clear of the Virgintus and drop. Uncertain
and dangerous as this act was to every one who
attempted it, but one accident happeued. One
man in swinging himself Into the cutter

FELL OVERBOARD.
Lieutenant ILhoadcs, quick as thought, made a

grasp for him, seized him by the leg and hauled
him into the boat.
The first boat contained all the landsmen of the

Virginias, and, alter tlicin, tbc firemen, ordiuary
seamen, machinists, Ac. Home idea of the height
of the waves may be formed by the fact that the
cutter, in rising upon the top or one or them, de¬
tached one of the life buoys of the ossipee, which
was made last at her rails. A block was attached
to our spanker boom and a rope rove through it;
In the end of this was made a bowline. As each
boat load was hauled over the bowline was low¬
ered, and a man placing it under his armpits and
around his body was quickly lauded on deck.

THE BOAT MADE FOUR TBIPS
to take off the crew and one to take off the officers,
who bravely stood by the sinkiug ship until they
were assured oi the safety of the crew entrusted to
their charge. Those gentlemen were very much
exhausted as they were hauled over the sido, and
received the hearty congratulations of their fellow
officers npou their narrow escape irom death. The
men lost all their clothing and the officers every¬
thing except such articles as could be stowed about
their persons, such as papers, jewelry, Ac. Their
losses range all the way irom $300 to $800 each.
At 8:30 A. M., tlid last boat left the Vlrglntus and
the Ossipee laid by waiting for the last scene in
the life of

TUH IIX-FAfKO STEAMER.
About 4 r. al wc bearu a rushing noise on

deck, and run Dins op Haw that the end was at
band. This waa at 17 minntea past 4 P. M.
She sank slowly till her bow was level with
the water, then she gave a slight plunge and the
force of the water In the forward compartment
must have carried away her forward bulkhead, and
the water rushing aft tore up her deck over the
lore hold. She then sank by the head until the
water was up to the base or her forward smoke¬
stack; this soon carried away at the base and fell
forward. Next the skylight or the engine room
floated off and then the after smokestack was car¬
ried awar and sunk. The water now rose fast,
and soon broke the malntopmast short off at the
cap. This carried down the United States pen¬
nant, which had been hoisted by order of the Cap¬
tain almost the last thing before leaving her. She
was now sinking slowly, when there was a sudden
explosion or burst of atr aft, throwing the water
high in the air, and, giving a hnal plunge, she
sunk

FOREVER FROM OCR SIGHT.
She sunk upon an even keel, the water reaching
nearly to her crosstreeft There remained above
water her toretoomast, stump of her malntopmast
and the tow of her starboard quarter boat,
which was seen projecting about a foot
above the surface, the forward fall evidently
having given away and the after one held
fast. A large amount of debris now floating away
to the southward, the hawser connecting us with
the Ylrginlus was cut and buoyed, and a boat
sent to ascertain the depth of water in which she
snnk. This was found to be seven fathoms. 1 be
Ossloee soon alter got up steam and sailed for
New York.
The following Is a

LIST OF THE OFFICERS
who served on board the Virginias:.
Lieutenant Commander.D. c. Woodrow, com¬

manding.
Matter.George A. Calhoun, executive officer and

navigator.
Midshipmen.Frederick Tyler and E. B. Under¬

wood, watch officers.
Second Assistant Engineers.A. Klrby and N. H.

Lamdin.
LIST OP OFFICERS OF THE 0881 PEE.

Commander.John Walters, commanding.
Lieutenant Commanders.Coverneur K. Haswell,

executive officer, and D. C. Woodiow, navigator.
Lieutenants.w. w. Rhoades, J. C. Rich, L. V,

Housel and 0. T. Porse.
Engineers.Chief, W. H. King; Second Assistant,

A. Klrby.
burgeons.Chief, B. H. Kidder; Assistant, F. B.

Stephenson.
Paymaster.H. T. Wright.
Midshipmen.Fred. Tyler, E. B. Cnderwood and

J. W. Beane.
Boatswain.John Bell.
Gunner.James Thayer.
carpenter.John Burke.
Captain'« cleric.D. J. Sadlier.
Paymaster's Cleric.T. J. B. Frank.

THE OFFICIAL REPORT.

U. s. Stbamer Ossipee (Third Rate),)at Ska, Lat. 34 18 N., >
LON. 75 46 W., Doc. 29, 1873. J

Sir i have to report that I took command of the
Bteamer Virginlus on the evening or December 17,
o(T Dry Tortngas, relieving Lieutenant Marlx.
Ensign George A. Caltroner and second Assistant
Engineer W. H. Lambdcn, together with three
machinists, two boiler makers, six Beamcn
(effective), six ordinary seamen, eight sea¬
men and fourteen landsmen composed her
complement. Second Assistant Engineer Kirby
and Midshipmen Underwood and Tyler subse¬
quently joined the ship. 1 lound about 70 tons of
coal on the ship and over 20 tons of dirt and
ashes In her flrerooms. The bilge was very dirty,
and she was leaking In her forward compartment
and had water In the other compartments. Dur¬
ing the evening we deceived stores on board ami a
working party from the Ossipee, who coaled
the ship all night from the schooner Mattie A.
Hand. The crew of the Vlrginlns was exhausted
by constant work from the time of leaving llahla
Honda. Next morning 1 Btopped coaling and put
all hands at worx pnmping and balling ont the
ship, the water having gained two feet during the
night At 8 A. M. the water was np to the
grate bars In both flrerooms; the forward com¬

partment had a depth of lour feet and the after
compartment had a depth of two feet six Inches of
water. During the day 1 received assistance from
the Ossipee In tne way of working parties
to help clear ship of water, repack stuffing boxes,
overhaul pipes about engine, and also a party to
repair breaks In forecastle and caDoose. Captain
Whiting was on board during.the day and ex¬
amined the leak around her forefoot with Chief
Engineer King and myself. This latter was the
only one of any consequence that 1 could find in
the ship. At 4 P. M. the water was so much re¬
duced that I was able to start fires In the forward
boilers and at 8:15 o'clock in the after boiler. As
soon as steam was reported I commenced back¬
ing the engines to clear the ship of water by
her bilge pumps. At 1:30 A. M. Captain Whiting
expressed himself as satisfied that the Virginlus
was In a fit condition to go North, and left the ship.
Shortly after we went to sea In tow of the Ossipee.
During the day, and as lone as the sea was

smooth, we managed to keep the water down with
the main engine pumps. As we proceeded North
and the sea rose tne working of the ship greatly
loosened the rivets of one of her bow plates, and
an old patch on her bow became loose, and she
leaked so badly that I had to fill up her limber holes
In the forward bulkhead to keep the flreroom clear
During the forenoon of the 22d inst. 1 threw

overboard her port bower anchor and all the heavy
weights In the lore hold, consisting of old iron
rigging, chain cables, old Iron, Ac., and shitted the
coal from her fore hold aft in order to lighten her
lorward. On the afternoon of the 23d we had from
8 to 10 feet of water in the forward compartment
and so much water In the flreroom as to endanger
putting ont the fires; and I signalled you not to
go further north, and that there was a dock at
Charleston, knowing It would be dangerous
to risk the carrying away of her for¬
ward bulkhead, and having no reliance In
any of her pumps, which had been constantly
breaking down ever since starting. Besides this,
my men were worn ont, their bunks were
drenched and they had no place to sleep. Her
bows were working so much that the bunks In the
forecastle came adrilt from the ship's sides. At
3 A. M., December 24, the crown sheet of the
middle furnace or the after boiler caved In, and I
hauled the fires from that boiler. Shortly after¬
ward several blisters wero reported in the forward
boiler. At daylight I signalled tho condition
or the boilers and water, aud you sent Chief
Engineer King on board. He Inspected trie boilers,
and I understood that, In his opinion, they wore
not safe, and 1 gave orders not to carry more than
live pounds of steam unless in extreme necessity.
With this low pressure one of iho furnaces gave out
In the afternoon, having a blister on the crown
sheets three feet long. From this time until we
made fast to you again, on the 26th Inst., we had
about the same amount of water In the ship; but
when we stopped our engines tho water gained
on us, and I asked your permission to
back mv engines. Owing to having but three
serviceable furnaces In the forward boiler wo
could not carry steam to work the engines fast
enough to throw much water; and as the sea In¬
creased so did tho water, and I asked you to¬
wards night to haul up close and take us off. Ilair
au hour afterward I got a donkey pump to work,
and as we were keeping the water at a stand 1
signalled that 1 could hold on till daylight. The
water, however, gained on us greatly during the
night, until it put the Arcs out at 5 o'clock A. M.
on the 26th inst., when tho donkey pump stopped.
The after pump was broken, and coula not be re¬
paired with anything at our command, so I sig¬
nalled for you to take us off Immediately. The
lorward compartment was full of water up to
within a loot and a half or the spar deck, there
wero five feet of water m the fore hold, water over
grato burs In the flrerooms and the alter com-
partmen t dry. Tho sea was very rough, and it
was blowing a gale of wind lrom north and
east, and 1 did not think It safe to remain
on board a minute longer than necessary.
When your boat camo under the Virginlus' bow I
put. tho landsmen in her first, and only then stopped
work passing water out of the ship. It took five
trips to take us all off, the officers going In the lost
boat. As It turned out 1 might have been able to
save the men's bags and hammocks; bat, under
tho circumstances, 1 deemed It Imprudent to at¬
tempt It. At «:17 A. M. the Virginlus sunk, bows

first, in eight fathoms of water, leaving the cross-
trees above water.
Enclosed herewith please find list of officers and

men at the time of abandoning the ship and a list
of articles lost belonging to the several depart¬
ments of the vessel. Also Second Assistant Engi¬
neer Klrby's report of condition of boilers and en¬

gines. Very respectfully,
DAVID C. WOODROW.

Lieutenant Commander United States Navy.
To Commander John Walters, United States

Navy, commanding United States steamer ossipee.
THK ENGINEER'S REPORT,

alluded to in the above communication, contains
little of new or interesting facts. Engineer Kirby
states that when he got steam np he
found It would be imprudent to get up a

pressure of more than 18 pounds of steam
on account of the defective condition of the fur¬
naces and boilers; the bilge water was ouly a loot
below the grate bars, and the bilge was full of dirt
and ashes. The only way to keep the vessel up
was by keeping the bilge pumps going. When the
engines were stopped It was considered best, as
the ship was leaking so fast, to start the engines
again, to keep the water out, and be ore quitting
their posts the men in the fircrooms were work¬
ing in water three feet deep.

AT TEE BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.

The chief topic of conversation upon all Bides in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard yesterday was, of course,
the information published in the Hkkald concern¬

ing the Iobs of the far-lamed but Ill-fated Virglnius.
The general opinion expressed was that her
descent to "Davy Jones' locker" was purely acci¬
dental, thougn there were a few sceptics who
boldlv asserted that It was "a put up job"
that she Bbould go down Just where and
when she did. No substantial reason was
adduced by the "sea lawyers," however, lor
this process of reasoning, other than the very
slender Idea that the questions under negotiation
would be sunk irom the surface of popular senti¬
ment, and all possibility oi future "unpleasant¬
ness" between the Republic of Spain and the
United States would be obviated. Between ten
and eleven o'clock In the forenoon the executive
officer of the Dnlted StateB steam sloop-
ol-war Osslpee, Llcuteuaut Commander
q# k. nunwell (Captain John Watters, the
commandant of the Bbip, being sick),
visited the Naval Lyceum at the yard, and
there made a report to Vice Admiral Rowan con¬

cerning the loss of the Virglnius under the lee of
Frying Pan shoals, near Cape Fear, N. C. The
lact was telegraphed from the Lyceum to the
Secretary of the Navy, and Secretary Robeson at
once sent back for the official report, giving par¬
ticulars. The request was complied with. Lieu¬
tenant Commander Hasewell, having conoluded
his conference with the Admiral, proceeded to the
office of Cnlteu States District Attorney Bliss,
No. 41 Chambers street, New York, there to All the
necessary sworn statement relative to tne lost
ship. All communication betwedn the Osslpee and
the outside world was forbidden, and she Is In a
measure under the control of the District Attorney
until the latter official has satisfied himself upon
the manner of the sinking of that notorious ship,
and shall have gleaned Information not even sec¬
ond to that of the immortal authority upon all
marine subjects, "Jack Bunsby." On Monday
night the tugboat Catalpa, under command of Lleu-
tenant West, and the Grant, In charge of Lieuten¬
ant Blake, were on the lookout, with scaled
orders lor the Captain of the Osslpee, below Quar-
antine. Their business was to Intercept and board
her had she had the Virglnius In tow. About eleven
o'clock the Osslpee, without a tow. passed the
tugs, whose commandants yelled until they grew
hoarse in the vain effort to attract the attention
of the Bloop-oi-war, which kept Bteadlly on her
wav. Off Governor's Island, however, the com¬
mandant oi the catalpa managed to get on board
and delivered his orders, but as the Mrglnlus was
not there all instructions relative to her were a
mere matter of useless torn.

INTERVIEW WITH ADMIRAL ROWAN.
A representative of the Hekald visited > ice

Admiral Rowan in the Lyceum yesterday afternoon
and hail an interesting interview with that distin¬
guished officer touching the loss of the Virglnius:.

..Admiral, as a reporter of the Herald I have
called lor the purpose of obtaining such Informa¬
tion concerning the fate of the N irginius as yon
may leel disposed to give."

T."Well, sir, the only iniormatlon I have to give is
that sue was unseaworthy. the leaked from the
first, encountered severe weather, the leaks in¬
creased, and she went down."
"Where ana when did she sink, Admiral f"

"She sunk off Frying Pan Shoals, near Cape fear,
ahout lour o'clock on the aiternoon of tne 20th
lust..the day alter Christmas.tnat was Friday
last, she leit Tortugas, in tow of the Osslpee, on
the 19th Inst., and thereiore had been seven days
out at sea. An officer of the Osslpee was over
here to see me to-day aoont the vessel. The Virgm-
Ius whs In a very bad condition from the time she
was surrendered to us, and had been leaking."
"Do you suppose that the Spaniards Impaired

her strength In any way designedly ? May tuey
not have bored a lew holes in her before giving her

UP"No. I don't tnlnk they tampered with her; hut
she sustained very severe straining during the
chase given her by the Spanish gunboat Tornado.
Her engines were almost useless,.and two of the
boilers were oi no service whatever. The other
one was kept going, and managed to keep steerage
wav on her and work the pumps. The weather
continued bad all through. You know the stormy
weather we have been having here. The
leaks grew larger aB the strain daily and hourly
increased upon the vessel, which was In tow of the(See At all events, she was little better than
an old rat trap. Her doors, lockers and other
movable timbers had been wrenched off by the
ciew during She chase, when everything was sac¬
rificed to speed-to get up the highest speed possi¬
ble.to out-distance her fleet footed pursuer. She
had on tn.ard two excellent engineers anu a picked
crew of 30 men, among whom were the best ma¬
chinists obtainable. The men worked with the
most persistent energy, during the passage
from the Tortugas to the point at which
Hhe sunk, to keep her afloat. The
pumps were kept going constantly. It was found
that the water gained until her bulkhead was lull,
aud Captain Watters very judiciously made hts
way out of the Gull Stream, where tne sea was
verv heavy, in round Cape Romaln to a point near
cape Fear. The wateF increased in depth in
the hold of the vessel, and, getting up to a
level with the furnaces, pat out the
flies. The pumps could then no longer
be kept at woik, and safety required that
the Vnginlus should be abandoned. The position
of tnose on board at any time was unenviable, as
the danger was considerable, owing to her unsea¬
worthiness. Great difficulty was experienced by
the Osslpee In rescuing those on board the Virgln¬
ius on Friday. RodWisaud lines had to be brought
into requisition aud other expedients, which
could not have been used with equal certainty of
success nad she been In tbe Gulf Stream Instead of
tne position she then occupied. It is more than
probable that several fives would have been lost
pad the rescue been attempted outside before
rounding In under the shelter of the Cape. As It
was, the poor men lost alt their effects.nothing
was saved by them."
"Admiral will jou perm.t me to ask whether

the sinking of the Virgiuius may not be nfiscon-
saueU as being far liuiu accidental by the

Si"rhat'may be; I suppose they will say tnat it
was other than as represented. I am pcrlectlysatisfied, however, that everything was done that
was possible on tne part oi the officers on both
vessels to keep her afloat and to carry out their
instructions in good laith. She has gone down
and we could not help it, while It Is regretted that
she did not reach her destination in salety. hvery
arrangement had been perfected, as it was. to
carry out instructions upon her arrival here."
"When will tne Ossipce come up to the NavyYard r Communication with her is now forbidden,

Is it not V
"No communication Is permitted with her to¬

day. She W1U not be ready to take out her powderbefore to-morrow, and, as Thursday will not be a

working day, the Osslpee will not come up beiore
1
Thanking the Admiral for his courtesy the writer

withdrew.
WORK AT TITE NAVY YARP.

Work on the Florida Is being pushed forward
night and day. About l.ooo mcu win, it is expected,
be discharged from the several departments at the
Navy Yard to-day. There remains a vast amount
of work to lie done mcanwhl e. Three large ves¬
sels, the Colossus. Java and New York, lie rotting,
unfinished, on the stocks, while the Susquehanna,
Delaware and Nlpslc are also decaying in ordinary.The labor of raising the Upland, in iront ol
the dry dock, is completed and the Spanish
Irigate Arapiles will be floated out of the dock to¬
day at high tide. The officers and men ol the
Arapiles arc delighted over the prospect oi an
earlv release irotu tne hated dry dock. The owner
ot the now famous "Upland" coal barge was also
the subject ot felicitous congratulation yesterday
upon the successful ralsiug of his craft.

THE WRECKED STEAMER.
Examination of the Vessel by North
Carolina Pilot*.1Tliey Shake Thrlr
Heads and Whisper "All's Not Right."

Wilmington, N. C., Dec. 30, 1873.
There is nothing absoiu'ely new in the way of

details about the sinking of tho Virglnius beyond
what has already been reported in the
n»RA».n. .exceut that tho opinion is gam-

ins ground here that all was not right
In the matter. It Is certain that the two
vessels were seen together on Thursday afternoon
at the spot at which the Virginias now lies, close
together, hove to and anchored. It would also
appear that the Virginias could have been easily
brought into the river that afternoon or

night; at least there was no apparent
reason why it could not have been done.
At two o'clock that night a terrible
gale sprung up from the northwest and continued
for about two hours. It was the most Bevere
known here lor many years, and yet the Vlrglnius
was still seen above water the next morning,
probably 8 or 10 hoars after the gale had abated.
She was seen from Smithville and thought to be a
bark, and the pilot boat Robert II. Cowun went to
her assistance on Friday afternoon, nut there was
no trace oi her. The boat remained out all night,
returning on Saturday morning from unsuccessful
search. On Saturday alternoon the Cowan again
went out, but again returned without any trace of
her.
On Sundav morning the steamship Tonawanda,

from Philadelphia for this port, passed in and re-

ported at Smithville that she bad found a sunken
vessel at sea, equidistant about nine or ten miles
from Cape Fear and rrom the coast of Oak island.
There was nothing vlBlble but about three ieet
of her mlzzen topmast. The Cowan went out
again on Sunday afternoon and found tne sunken
ship. They made soundings and got five fathoms
on her deck and eight lathoms around her. Spars
attached to the ship were floating about,
and they hauled up strips of planking,
braced with iron, which induced them to
think that it was an iron ship. They
returned to Smithville and reported that, in their
opinion, the sunken ship was the Vlrglnius. I re¬

ported last night that the two vessels,were seen

together both on Thursday afternoon and Friday
morning by the pilots at Baldhcad. This was,
probably, an error, as the indications would
seem to point to the fact that the Virginias must
have been abandoned by the Ossipee either
late on Tbuisday evening or early on Fri¬
day morning. The pilots seem to think
that if she was too much disabled on

Thursday alternoon to bo towed nine miles
into port that she would have given way and gone
down with the first blast of the terrible storm
which swept over this section during the night;
and they shake their heads when they speak of her
having lain at anchor within sight of port so long
Thursday alternoon, and then going down so many
hours after the storm had abated.
The Vlrglnius is said to have oeen a blockadcr,

running to this port during the war. She now lies
somewhat east of south of Cape Fear, and 1b evi¬
dently perfectly upright on the bottom, as the few
feet of topmast now out ol water points directly
to the zenith.

THE VIRGINIUS PRISONERS.

Their JLcvee Yeaterday.Provision Being
Made for Their Wants.Reception of
the News of the Virginias Sinking.
The Condition of the Vessel.
The passengers and crew of the Virginlus, brought

to this city by the Juniata, neld an informal levee

yesterday at the restaurant of Sefior Trujillo, No.
76 Pine street, where they were visited by a large
number of Cubans and those interested In the
cause of Cuba Libre. Among the survivors
areSeOor Trujillo's two younger brothers, Indalecio
and Ricardo. The number present gradually
decreased during the day, such of them as have
friends in the city being taken off by them to be
entertained and provided for elsewhere. Seflors
FiUegas, President ol the Amigos de Cuba, Cisneros
and Artraga were in attendance as a committee to
receive contributions in aid ol the men. Home $lou
in money were collected, and a quantity of shirts
and blankets, which were distrlbnted late In the
aiteraoon. The number to be provided lor by the
committee of Cubans having them in charge will be
about 60. These will receive such aid as tnev
may require until they are thoroughly recuperated,
and will then be placed In position to take
care of themselves. There are several who
reside in Jamaica, and such will be
sent tblther. The relatives of those who
were shot In Santiago were present In
considerable nambers, naturally anxious to learn
any details concerning their mends. Among them
was a young boq of General Jesus del Sol, who
moved about among the men, receiving much
attention (Tom them. The newB of the sinking of
the Virginlus was brought In at an early hour, bnt
excited little attention, and was thought to be
very natural. A young Cuban ol much intelligence,
on being questioned concerning her, said:."She
was very weak at the bows and was constantly
leaking there. She was repaired many times at
Mardmque and other places, bnt never thoroughly,
and the osual strain opon her when at sea would
start the leak again. She had seven feet of water
In her hold wheu the Tornado overtook ns. Had it
not been lor this we could easily have escaped.
We were all exhaosteu, too, with constant work¬
ing at the pumps."

"It was not possible ror her to reach New York,"
said another.
"That Is so," continued the Cuban; "and if the

government ordered ner here it was evidently lor
the purpose of allowing her to sink."
Those desiring

TO MAKE COXTRIBmONS,
either of money or clothing, were requested to
send them to the headquarters of Los Amigos de
Cuba. No. 62 Exchange plaoe and at No. 76 Piiie
street.

H0N0B TO A GALLANT ENGLISHMAN.
New York, Dec. 29, 1873.

To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD
Permit me to make a snggestlon through your

Journal regarding the snrvlvors of the Virginlus,
and 1 think you will coincide with my views when 1
say that these survivors should now endeavor to
show their gratitude for their safe deliverance to
to Sir Lambton Loraine, the gallant commander of
Her Britannic Majesty's steamer Nlooe. by present¬
ing him with some testimonial as an award lor Ms
bravery in deiylng the Spaniards, backed by his
lour guns and the cutlasses of his crew, and de¬
manding In the name of England and humanity
that tbev should he spared. To him they are In¬
debted ror their lives, and therefore, by Investing
htm with some token of their gratitude, It would
doubtless be something, at least, which he could
ever look upon with pride and as long as his little
ship "lull churged with England's thunder shall
plough the distant malB." E. H. L.

THE FILIBUSTER STEAMER EDGAR STUABT.
[From the Baltimore American, Dec. 29.]

The steamer Edgar Stuart, which has been in this
port since February last, has recently been alluded
to by a city papeu in such a way as to lcaa many
persons to suppose sne Is about to start upon an¬
other Cuban privateering expedition. The curios¬
ity to see the little crart has lately been considera¬
ble, and tbose on board ol her have added to the
mystery surrounding the vessel by putting up
placards that no one will be admitted. Colonel
Aglrero, her reputed owner, and four other Cubans,
denominated as aides-de-camp, have beeu with the
stoumer since her stay at Balttmorc. The visitor
can find no signs ol preparations for departure
Suing on, and appearances indicate that the vessel,
licawber-Uke, Is "waiting for something to turn

np." The Coionel and his aids are doubtless will¬
ing to do evcrythtug In their power to uid the
Cuban cause, but ttie recent statement that large
sums of money have oeen received to aid lu fitting
out an expedition does not seem to be correct,
as Colonel Aglrero asserts that money has been re¬
ceived Irom but one Cuban gentleman since the
vessel has been here, those on board are evi¬
dently not displeased with the notoriety that has
recently arisen in connection with their ship, but
they are prepared to deny that she cannot be
bought by any person who will pay the price asked
by her owner. Theie are some repairs to her going
OB. the lorward cabin being repainted at this time.
Colonel Aglrero Is absent in Albany, N. V., visiting
the lorraer owner of the steamer.

THE REL9EY CASE.

He Is Said to Have Been Seen in
New York.-V Card from Manford
Brown.

. The following card was published In a Hunting¬
ton, Long Islund, paper last Saturday, It best ex¬
plains tt.-o f:.
On the 10th day of October lust, at five o)clock P. M.,

while passing through Duatie street, between West
Broadway and Hudson street, with a horse and cart, I
imw ('buries O. Kclsey Mending on the sidewalk in eon.
versstioii with a man and woman. I passed within tonr
tcet of them, In tact so near that I could almost
have reached hlin or put my hand on him. 1 mily recog¬
nised him. I knew the man I saw to he C. (J. Kelsev,
whom i have known In Huntington during the lust 116
years. He also saw mo. and 1 am satisfied hilly recog¬
nized me, judging lroin Ins n.anner and appearance. I
kept my eye on Itlm, and as soon as I could possibly
leave my Mors.' and cart I started to go to him; but
when he saw my movement* he immediately ran lor a
door, lending to a stairw ay, at No. 161 Duane street, and,
although 1 Immediately followed, I coold gain
mi further (race ol him, ho having evaded
inv pursuit The man whom I saw with
him and conversing with litrfl entered the next door. No.
15'J limine street, hut I could get no lurther trace ol htm.
I have seen him before in Huntington and New York,
and should recognize hint were I to see him ngain, tint
do not know his name. The nhove Is a simple stitcmcut
ol the fuels, which I ain wlll.ng to substuutiate under
my oath at any time.

. . .I might lurther state that I have fully believed that
Charles U. Kelsev was dead until the above named day,
when I saw htm alive and looking ns natural and well us
1 over saw hiiu. bANFuKD BROWN.

THE POLARIS' SURVIVORS.

Meeting to Ask for Extra Compensa¬
tion.Tbe Petition To Be Sent to Con¬
gress.
A meeting of the survivors of the Polaris, who,

were rescued alter floating on the Ice lor 196 days,
was held last night to petition Congress to giant
them extra compensation for the very great hard¬
ships which they endured. Present were W. J.
Morrison, O. W. C. Kruger, Frederick Anting,
Frederick Janke, William Lindeman, Gnstave Llml-
quist and others, ail seamen on the Polaris. Es¬
quimaux Joe Eoerllng was prevented by s.ckness
from attending,
Mr. W. J. Morrison presided and called the

meeting to order.
Mr. J. W. C. Kruger presented an address from

Captain Hall to the crew while lying in Thank (lod

Harbor, a precious document which he had carried
under bis shirt while on the tee. The following is
the letter, which is written in a peculiarly heavy
hand :.

United Statics Steaeshtp Polaris, >
C. V. Hall. Commanding. (

Sirs.The reception of your letter of thanas to me of
this date I acknowledge wilh a heart that deeply leels
and fully appreciates the kindly feeling that has
prompted you to this act. 1 need not assure you ilia*
your commander has and ever will have

A LIVEI.T INTEREST IN TOUR WELFARE.
You have lett your homes, friends and country: indeed,
yon have hid a long lure well lor a time to the whole civ¬
ilized world, lor the purpose of aiding me in discovering
the mysterious hidden parts ot the earth. I, therefore,
must and shall care for you us a prudent father cares
Ior bis faithful children. Your Commander,

U. F HALL.
United States North Polar Expedition, in winter quar¬

ters, i hank God Harbor, latitude 81 38 N, longitude CI H
W., sept 24, 1671.
The following letter of sympathy from Captain

Haddington to Captain John Morrison, tne chair*
man, was also read :.

Ghoton, Dec. 11,187.L
Dear Friend.I received your letter of December 1,

and was glad to hear yon were making efforts to have
the crew ot the Polaris justly compensated for the labors
and hardships they undeiweui while ou the Ice. I think,
they deserve It, for better officers and crew 1 never sailed
with, including those ou the ice and those who remained
on tlie ship, Every man did his duty laitnfuily, and my
best wishes will always be with them, and whatever

I CAN IK) TOWAHD HELPING TREE
I shall do with the greatest pleasure. I am glad Mr.
Kruger spoke so taiiliiully of Joe, who has not been able
to walk much since lie came hoinc. Please write and let
me Know how you succeed. My respects to ail the boys.
Wishiug you success, 1 remain your friend,

8. O. BUDDINGTON.
Mr. Frederick Meyer, meteorologist of the expe¬

dition, sent a letter from the Dudley Observatory
in Albany, in which he said"I shall be under
many obligations if yon will kindly deliver my
greetings and express my sincere wish of success
in all undertakings to the heroes of the Ice drift."
Mr. Morrison, the chairman, said tliey h ad rea¬

son for bciug proud of their record during the
last expedition. A petition had been prepared by
Mr. Uewett, oi Hewett A Newell, lawyers, of No. 5
Wall street, which wonld be sent to congress.
Mr. Morrison then questioned the seamen in re¬
gard to various matters and Mr. Kruger said be
had never seen Captain Buddlngton drunk,
although he had no donbt he took a glass of wine
once in a while. Captain Tyson had said that he
was engaged as sailing master, and

WAS PROBABLY PROMPTED BY JIAL0U8Y
to sneak ill of Captain Buddlngton.
Mr. Morrison said (addressing the reporters)

that Tyson was first asked by Buddlngton to join
the expedition, and the latter spoke to Captain
Hall on the subject.«If Tyson said that he was
engaged as sailing master de uttered a falsctnod.
Mr. Kruger added that he did not think Captain

Hall was poisoned.
Mr. Morrison (to the men).Was Captain Hall

poisoned t
All tub Men.no, no, no.
Mr. Morrison.Was Captain Hall sick ?
All the Men- Yes, yes.
One of the survivors said that Captain Tyson

had done them a great wroug. Mr. Mndemaun,
who was offered a reward of $1,000 by CaDtaui
Buddlngton if he would make an anchor last to an
iceberg, and did so by climbing 80 teet up the berg
and cutting the steps oat with a hatchet, corrobo¬
rated these statements. They all denied the state¬
ment that Captain Buddlngton bad wlllullv sepa¬
rated trout them, and said he would certainly have
remained with them if it had been possible.
Mr. Hewett. a lawyer, of No. 5 Wall street, asked

the seamen to state 11 any one of them thought
Captain Hall was poisoned, and requested the re¬
porters to note the same, which was "No," of
course.
Mr. Morrison (to the reporters).I rejected some

2,000 iueu who applied to join the expedition
BEFORE 1 ACCEPTED THESE MEN,

and what they say is as true as holy writ.
Mr. Hewett then addressed the reporters, who

were seated around the table (the seumen occu¬
pied a sola in a corner), Btatiug that he had pre¬
pared a petition to Congress and he bad pledged
the services of his firm without any compensation
whatever. (To the men).Your presence hereto-
night is the very best evidence of the success of
the lost Arctic expedition.
Mr. morribon said the German government had

made a present of l.ooo thalers to every survivor
of the German Hansa expedition, althougn they
had suffered much less tuan these men. These
men had to drink seals 'blood and eat sealskins
sometimes, while somo ot the German sailors had
a bottle oi wine occasionally wnlle floating on the-
raft. (To Mr. Hewett).You are only fulfilling Cap¬
tain Hall's desires Dy doing what you do.
Mr. Hewbtt.The gentlemen of the press under¬

stand that our services are iree gratis. .
The petition was then read. It recites that the

survivors were on the ice 190 days, in imminent
danger and peril of tneir lives, and suffering such
agonies as no person could describe, and that they
were still greatly suffering from the effects of those
awinl hardships. The survivors pray Congress to
grant them just relief, and particularly to remem¬
ber Esquimau Joe, to whom they were indebted,
lor the preservation ol their lives.
The meeting then adjonrncd with a vote of

thanks to Mr. Hewett.

ORPHANS' HOME AND ASYLUM.

Twenty-second Anniversary of the In»
.Citation in Charge of the Protestant
Episcopal Church.Annual Reports.
Election of Trustees and Managers.
The twenty-second anniversary of the Orphan!*'

Home and Asylum of the Protestant Episcopal
Church was held yesterday morning at the institu¬
tion, Forty-ninth street and Lexington avenne.
The attendance of friends was very large, all of
whom were greatly pleased with the appearanoe-
of the children, who were grouped together in one
portion of the room, looking rail of contentment
and happiness. Rev, Dr. Thomas Gallaudet, rector
of St. Ann's, opened the exercises with prayer,
and the ttev. John M. Gailaher, rector oi Zion
church, read an appropriate lesson. The report
of the Secretary, MiS9 Anna L. Peck, was then
presented and read by Mr. William Kerkers, of .-

Grace church. The loilowlng are extracts
Thfc one thought that comes to the officers of the Insti¬

tution. as they stand on the threshold of a new year, re¬
viewing the past witti its solemn responsibilities, its
trials and lessons, Is. "Oh, great is God's mercy toward
us in not rewarding us according to our merits, bat ac¬
cording to His loving kindness through Jesus Cnrlst."
The Orphans' Home and Asylum Is an institution that
provides lor the care, maintenance and religious train¬
ing ot children who, in consequence of the death of one
or both ot tticir parents, have been rendered homeless
and destitute. Candidates tor admission are not, ordi¬
narily, received under three nor over eight years of age.
Those adinitied arc retained in the institution until they
have reached the ugeot 12 or it years, unless, of course. 1
it change in their circumstances makes it necessary tt
tliev should he removed younger. Sueli relations
friends us they may have ure e.voectcd to contribute \
cents a week toward their support in nil cases in which
thev are uble to do so. To the Institution this snm is i
small one, not In any way suiflcieiU tor the support of a
child but to the contributors it is of importance as i
means of keeping up the interest in their younger
tives and their own self-respect
Children arc in-tructed in spelling, reading, writix

arithmetic, geography and sewing, and branches of d
mesiic employment aro tan Hit them according Uvtllfl
respective capacities. Thu religious Instruction is in co_
fortuity with the doctrines ot the J'rotestant Episcopal!Church. Those children who are given up to tba Home I
have at their proper age situations procured for them by 1
the deceiving ami Dismissing Committee, who spare no L
pains in their endeavors to place them under the care of I
pots us who will couscicutousiy perform the duties of Jmaster or mistress. i
There arc employed in the institution the matron orl

housemother, who hat filled the responsible position fori
SOyeart, three teachers and six domestics. The Homel
now contains it; children. During the post year 99havel
been received. 28 have been icturned to friends whose'
clrenmstanotl have enabled them to assume care ot
them, and 21 have been placed out None have died.The garments completed this year arc MA; pairs ot
stockings knitted, ll, and quilts knitted, 22. '

The current expenses ot the year have been. $14,781,
and the receipts from church collections and subscrip¬tions and donations $14,110. There has been this year n
impropriation troui the Legislature, and in various waythere nits been a tailing off of supplies from the ut
sources. Our permanent mud. that gives to many \
sons the impression that "the Home Is so rich," is lor
tu.ure endowment of the institution, and oannot be ft
until it is sufficient for its support. Meanwhile, it
pends. as it lias ulwuysMone, upon the subscriptions!
gills received from month to month.
The report of tie committee having charge of tj

permanent mud showed that in legacies there t
$20,680, and ttiut the interest received during '
year from various sources amounted to $7,021.The Medical Hoard reported that the nei1'1'!the children iius been and is most satlsfacti".
Twelve trustees, a Board of Managers, coi

ing ot 60 ladies, and a committee of Advice
then elected. The trustees were Mrs. Eugenenth, Mrs. Funny C. Tucker, Mrs. Arnest Fins, "

Thomas J. oweu, Miss Anna Potter, Mist An
Barnes, Mrs. Frances lingers, Mrs. IlenryMrs. John Warren, Miss Julia Khtnetandor,Joseph Oral ton and Mrs. Henry B. Kenwick.
The Committee of Advice consists of tl

Itev. Horatio Potter, D. 1). l.L. D., D. C.
.loiin Henry Hobart, D. D. (honorary n.
Kev. Isaac K. t'uttle, D. I).: Rev. Thoinalaudet, D. D.; Kev. Ilenry F. Montgomery,
Kev. Theodore A. Eaton, I). I).: A lam Norrle"
liani Alexander smith, Stephen P. Nash and
erlck W. Stevens.
During the exercises the children snng *<.

carols very creditably, and alter closing tncyescorted to bountifully provided tables, v
they were provided with ail tne good thlua
generous hearts so love to bestow unon dill
this season of the year.


