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TOLtTICAL DISABILITIES.
TIip senate bill, removing political disabilities

Hero Thomas S. Bocock, B. J. Ilarvev and Daniel

Rrigtr, ol Virginia, and John H. Reagan, of Texas,
was taken irom the table and passed.

PAYMENTS TO RAII.K0AU9.
Mr. Holman, (dem.) oflnd., offered a resolution

oircetlug the Secretary ol War to report whether

any payments have been made by his Department
t* the Illinois Central Railroad Company for the
transportation of troops or supplies of the United
states since the 1st of January. 1866. and requiring
Wke luloruiation as to other roads in aid of which
land grants had been made. Adopted.

REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW.
Mr. Duell, (rep.) of N. Y., presented petitions

from a large number of business men all over the
. nun try lor the repeal of the Bankrupt law. Re¬
ferred.

LIQUOR traffic.
Mr Cox, (dem.) of N. Y., presented a petition of

toe Grand Division of the Sons or Temperance of
Eastern New York, representing lT.ooo memhers,
lor a commission of inquiry concerning the alco¬
holic liquor traffic. Referred.

LIQCOR BURNED.
Mr. Beck, (dem.) ol Ky., from the Committee of

Mays and Means, reported a bill authorizing the
cancellation of an export bond for 50 barrels of
distilled ppirits belonging to John 8. Mill er. of
Illinois, destroyed by Are while in bonded cars of
ifte United States. After explanation the bill was
passed.

GENERAL HOWARD'S DEFALCATIONS.
The Speaker laid before the House a communica¬

tion from the Secretary of War, calling attention
to defalcations in the accounts of General o. O.
Howard, of the Freeumen's Burean.
At the request of Mr. Woon, (dem.) of N. Y., the

letter was read in cxtenso. It Axes the total amount
of deialcatlons at $278,873 66. and states that the
Secretary of War would have General Howard tried
by a iniHtary court oi inquiry were it not that most

Do
maUers are barred by the statute of lirnita-

At the conclusion of the reading
w1r,,^00D» **ew' Vorki offered a resolution that

the letter ol the Secretary of War, with the accom¬
panying reports relating to the defalcation. Ac of
General O. 0. Howard, be referred to the Conimit-
lee on Military Affairs, with instructions to report
a resolution providing for the trial bv military

tiler01 aD^ ° ers t'ie arEQy 'implicated
Mr. Dawes, (rep.) of Mass., moved to amend the

resolution by striking out the clause relative to in¬
structions. He wished to have the subject simply
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. l?av-
iri|r that committee to take sucli action in the mat¬
ter as it should judge best.
The Speaker remarked that he had been about

li',,?.' er lI'2. communication to the Committee on
Military Allaire.
' Mr. W ood said that he preferred, in view of the
antecedent history of the Freedmen's Bureau and
ol General Howard's connection with it, that there

ices! t!0rae instructlons Klven 10 commit-

Mr. Hale, (rep.) of N. Y., objected to debate
ihe vote was taken on Mr. Dawes'amendment

l»nd it was agreed to by yeas 174 to navs 88.
Mr. Dawes said that he did not desire to shield

General Howard, but he objected to the resolution
making statements as facts beiore a bearing. It
stated as a fact the defalcation of General Howard
and he did not understand that there was any
such thing in the papers.
Mr. Wood.The resolution states as a fact what

has been authenticated in two official documents
Sent here by the Secretary of War. I thinx we can
well afford to stand on facts which the administra¬
tion declares to be lacts. if that gentleman (Mr
Dawes) goes back on the administration I will not.
Mr. Dawks.No matter how strong the proof

may appear it Is sufficient lor us to use the words
"alleged defalcations."
Mr. Wood.The Secretary of War submitted these

Documents to the Attorney General, uud the At¬
torney General gave his "official opinion that Gen¬
eral Howard was liable to be tried by court mar¬
tial and should so be tried, but that there was
some technical difficulty owing to tne lapse of
11IIJ6.
Mr. Dawes.All that may be; but the proper

thing is lor the Committee on .Military AAairs to
report these facts. I move to insert the word "al¬
leged" beiore the word "defalcations."
Mr. Wood.It is a very small matter, and I will

not detain the House with quibbling about it: let
it go; but I desire to say that If that side ol tne
House takes the responsibility of shielding this
man it may do so.

Mr. Dawes.This side of the House will take the
responsibility ol shielding no man.

Mr. Wood.It has been done so to-day.
Mr. Daw es.But it will take the responsibility of

passing Judgment after conrietion, not beiore
The resolution, amended by In-erting the word

"alleged and striking out the Instructions, was
adopted.

'

The Honse then, at half-past one o'clock re¬
sumed the consideration oi the measure m

'

_
REGARD TO SALARIES.

Mr. Nesmith, (dem.) of Oregon, said that he had
come to Congress instructed to vote for the repeal
oi the Salary bill, but when he witnessed the
attack that had been made on the gentleman from
New York (Mr. Cox) for having drawn pay irom
the date of his predecessors death up to tiie date
oi his own election he hardly knew how to act as
he himself was in the same position as the gentle¬
man trorn New York.

Mr. Comingo, (dem.) of Vo., defended the in¬
creased Salary bill, and argued that the public
clamor against it ftad been produced partly by
misrepresentation and partly by a misapprehen¬
sion of the lacts. He announced nis intention
however, 10 vote for the bill reported bv the com-
iijitiee.

Mr. Phillips, (rep.) of Kansas, regarded the
question beiore the House as a very peculiar one.
This was one oi the few cases wherein the servant
undertook to decide what his own compensation
mould he. regardless of the will of the master The
argument oi Mr .Stephens yesterday that it was
one of the prerogatives of Congress to flx its own
compensation, and that there was no limit to its
power, reminded him of the anecdote told of War¬
ren Hastings, who said that he had only taken
£-*>00,000 ><ut of the Indian Treasury, while there
were millions in it, and that he was only surprised
ot his own moderation. There had to be a limit
to their compensation, and that limit had been
°x®d.b.J Public opinion. The American Congress
Etood to-day at the bar of public opinion.
Mr. uorchard, (rep.) ol 111., remarked that fhere

was such unanimity on the part of members in re-

ff?VL J pr°Pnety 01 a modification or repeal
Iiu, . i11!1 ,ate compensation that he iMd
not like to delay the House by unv remarks of his
but toe thought that the pending motions to refer'
with instructions, omitted one importaut point
that was as to where the modifications should be¬
gin to npplJ- it -eetned to lain that members
uould not defend themselves if they aid not make
tne law take effect irom the commencement .!?the
Congress. He would not attempt to judge or to
Helend the measure of the last ses-ioti h2
bad made his effort with the minority m onnosi
lion to that measure, and he had nothing now
to say in regard to it. The people had passed
upon It. 'i he people did not simpl» condemn it
iMtcause it was retroactive, but also i>ecause it gave
too much pay ; too lunch back and too tuuen future
pay. Their predecessors were not on trial beiore
ihem. but they themselves were on trial beiore the
country, the/ should justify the expectations
formed of them and date back the commencement
uf the decrease of salary to the commencement of
the present term.

Mr. orth, (rep.) of ind., said he had offered his
proposition last evening more in the nature of a

compromise than anything else, because it was
apparent that unless there was a compromise the
House would never arrive at any con¬
clusion. He thought that lour ptoposi-
tions hnd been definitely settled by pub¬
lic opinion.First, that the law of last
Congress should be repealed; second, that tne
mileage shall never again be restored; third, that
tne franking privilege, so far as relates to the per¬
sonal privilege of members of Congress, anall
never be restored, whatever else may be done In
regard to distributing public documents, and,
fourth, that the salary of members of Congress
shall be substantially what it was under jhe old
law. All this he provided for in the proposition
which he bad offered.

Mr. Tree a in, (rep.) of N. Y., asked Mr. Orth
whether his proposition made any provision lor
covering back pay into the Treasury.

Mr. Okth replied that It did not. He said that
personally he would have no objection to let the
law date back, but as a matter or compromise he
Uiouam u pqitcr to jyi the reduction commence

K"ilSdloD.d M in .«»*» I [Jviiiuh history Ol Congress on tu.it subject, ne
.i tinted ttiut t ne people were as much in favor of a
ri'diiction of ihe l'resiiient's salary as ol that of
numbers, Uut It could not l>e touched till alter the
uresent term. Ue modified bis proposition so as
not to toucn tiie salary of the Supreme Court
judges, it would apply, Wever, to the members
oi the Cabinet. It applied, tuereiore, only to » hat
were kuowu as political olfices.

Mr. Hale, of New York, asked Mr. Orth
it was Uls Judgment that a salary of *#.««« \° »
member ol the Cabinet was a lair und rwpectable
salary, especially in proportion to the pay 01 a
meinner ol Congress il fixed at |8,ooo.
Mr. orth believed that it was, in eonslderat on

of iue expenses ol members of Congress and ol the
injury to tnelr business in coming toi congress.

Mr. Hair asked Mr. Orth whether bawMnot
aware that by the first act elbfnetwmsalaries, the pay ol the members of the Cabinet was
fixed at more than three times mueh as that o
members of Congress, and remained so lor JO

,eMr"'ORTH said that might J®.9?; hTrt^nlexauupassed belore be was born, and he had not exam¬
ined It. He moved the previous question on bis

¦"srsis*. (rcp.i o< MjiriGis:
?hat the House understood it as well as me v.fir Ki iVriijuk idem.) ol Wis., said that tins was
one of thoM quest ons'ln which the gentlemen felt
more than ordinary interest. Most of those who
bud been in the Forty-second Congress had had
their motives impugned, anil they desired to giveexpression to me leelings and Ideas wh eh tney
entertained on the subject. He thought that the
latitude of debate should be much greater. Ihe
honor of Congress as well as the Honor oi lndivld-

Ua^WM0N0^TUfrep.) of Ohio, stated his position j111 regard to the Salary bill to be this:.He believed
itiat the true thing lor the House to do was to re¬
peal as completeiv and as thoroughly as it POf^'JyCould consistently with the constitution the . »ry
bill of the 3d of March, 1S73. That was the
ooject wluch he woald like to «cco>ii-
piish by his vote If he could, lie had
dtsauproved entirely of raising salaries at that
time and had so voted. He was ol the same cpiu-
iou still. He wished to see the law totally repealed.
He thought that was the simplest course, the light
course aud the course which would best
4'ktisfv the country. Such being bis couvicttou, hedesfred to vote It possible, so as to make his vote
etleetlve to that end. He believed honestly that it
was wrong for the Forty-second congress to at¬
tempt to raise salaries under the circumstances.
He had opposed the back pay and the torward pay
and he was still opposed to them l>oth. He had
also thought it a great error In policy, and should
be glad to see the law wholly, cleanly repealed aud
utterly disposed of. His opinion was that the way
to peace aud quiet and rest for the House on thisquestion was4 to get rid of the whole of
it. He believed tnat the sooner it was
repealed the sooner they should have
peace. If they repealed only a part ol it
he suspected that they should feel a certain linger¬
ing wndeucy to go back to it again and introduce
new bills on the subject to see if they could not
accomplish completely what m the beginning was
only done in part. He leared that if they did not
make a clean business of the matter at the very
outset the measure would haunt them during the

WTherilouse now came to a vote on the two peml-Ttie tiouse now cuuic w a »»»«- .- -

K_ing uroposlnons. The first was that of^eted by
Mr. Huribort, of Illinois, to recommit the bill, withMr. 11iinDurin oi liiiUviBj ».' *

... I

instructions to strike out the second and thud
sections of the bill aud substitute lor them the
following:.
yir*t That irom and after the passage of this act thecompetition" Senators and «e^esenta Wes and^^cmtHH siiHii be ;it the rate of per annuiii, j'ttjauieumnthly. and, in addition thereto, the actual lUdlvldnal

cvrienses of each j*enator, Representative and Delegate,
in L'oiint to ami returning trom the seat ot government
<mcv !lieverv session to 1* certified In writing by each.

Second.'i hat the compensation of the speaker ot the
House of Representatives »haJl be *2,000 to hia
nav as a Representative, amounting in all lo gs,wo, ana
that ol the Vice Presicent the same amount, with the
same allowance for travelling expenses as hereinbefore

PrrA,><f.That nil laws and part, of laws Inconsistent
with the provisions of this act are hereby repeated.
For these instructions Mr. Orth, of Indiana, of¬

fered a substitute, as lollows :.
That the select committee report a bil! rctwjdj11? the

whole salary act, so lar as the same can be done under
me co^mudon, excepting the Judgo, oi me ^ut-rc uc
Court and ascertain the average amount ol salary,
mileage und all other allowances (exclusive ol any esti¬
mates tor the use ot the tranking privilege) paid t». sens-
tors Representatives and Delegates in the lortyfirstrjngress, and report a bill determining the compensa¬
tion of Senators, Representatives aud Delegates in con-
cress rerea:u-r at the amount, as near as practicable,
thus ascertained, with the necessary travelling ex-
nense., and restoring all other salaries as they were
before the passage ot that act.
The previous question was seconded by a vote of

132 to 126. and tue main question was 01 tiered.
The question was first taken on suostltutlng Mr.

Orth's proposition, and it was adopted also with¬
out the yeas and nays, so toe bill was recommitted
to the special committee, with the instructions
proposed bv Mr. Orth, and It was agreed that when
ttie bill shall be reported back it will be considered
under the five minute ruie.

THB EXTRAORDINARY NAVAL APPROPRIATION.
The House then, at three o'clock P. M., went into

Committee ol the Whole, Mr. Tyuer, (rep.) ol lud.,
in the chair, and took up the bill appropriating
$*.ooo,ooo ior extraordinary expenses ol the naval

Slfn the conrse of a discussion, Mr. Cox, (clem.) of
V Y said that there was not fight enough in the* * * '

h.xt Hann rvrfiVOfl thP
) .. sam UluL i nci V "H" -n

, _House to kill a mouse. 'That hail been proved the
other dav on the belligerency quest:ion. The
dipiomacvof the government was not up to the
popular sentiment. The flag of the country had
been dragged in the dust through our diplomacy.UCCU uiBRfcv' .

and that WHM
rippn ur»K*;CU iu tuc uuuv -.*

one thing, however, was certain, and that was
that the uavy ought to be better and stronger than
it is. The city oi New Y'ork to-day is atthe mercy
of anv of the European iron-clads that might
choose to enter that harbor. It could close up the
business and destroy the property of that ciiy.
Bv some peculiar refinement ol naval architecture
and naval warrare that city was to-jlayinercy of even so mean and contemptible a Power

Mr. kei.i.oog, (rep.), of Conn..Is it a good time,
then, for going to war? (Laughter.)
Mr. Cox.1 ain not speaking of going to war. I

am speaking of the increase of the navy irrespect¬
ive oi our diplomacy. When we get all oor diplo¬
macy published we may have an opportunity to
understand the buslnesk We will find that tue
administration has not come up to the sentiment
of the people. There is no question ot the lact that
the house is pusillanimous before all the world.
On the old principle that the flag of the country
covers the ship, we have not shown the first scin¬
tilla of the patriotic spirit; but I will vote at all
times to strengthen the navy from other consider¬
ations. Even if we had the pluck we have not got
ttie guns to go inside the harbor of Santiago dc
Cuba and take the Vtrginius thence. We want a
stronger navv. a better spirit .a little of the old
spirit which belonged to the country in the better
days of the republic.

Mr. uai.k, (rep.) or Me., said it was gratirying to
witness the conversion or the gentleman Irorn
New York i.Mr. Cox). He had in his memory the
constantattacks made by that gentleman hitherto
on all the naval appropriation hills. He congratu¬
lated the House and the country that that geDtlc-
man was to-day in favor or good and lair, liberal
and noble appropriations; but there was a mon¬
strous inconsistency in the gentleman's cry lor
wur. lie had started out by declaring that the
House was pusillanimous, that the administration
was lacking iu proper sentiment, and that, il it had
been guided by u better spirit, it would have pro¬
ceeded to take the Virginius out or the harbor of
hantlago de Cuba and bring her into American
waters. At the same time that he (Mr. Cox) was
thus urging and hounding ou to war, he had
said what was not home out by the facts, but
which was all the more Inconsistent in him. He
says (Mr. Hale continued) that a single Spanish frig¬
ate can blockade our ports, can bombard our towns
andean hum down millions and millions of prop-
ertv. If that is so. If he believes It to be so, what
is the sense of his luioriated cry lor war? sir, the
best thing about the Appropriation bill and the
conduct or the Secretary of the Navy In tnis emer¬
gency is that all bis naval preparation Is an argu¬
ment not lor war but lor peace. To be well pre¬
pared ior an emergency and to show to the world
thai we will not bear Insult, If such is put upon us,
is the best protection against insult. The secre¬
tary of the Navy found the battered ships of the
American navy in the distant waters of the globe
old and brocen, rotten and hardly seaworthy, and
In a time compassed by Ave or six weeks he has put a
respectable navy afloat, which is on Its way to the
Cuban waters. He did that In the best interest of
diplomacy: he did it in the best interest of hu¬
manity. It was not to precipitate war upon this
country, when to-day we are big with the memory
of a war. which, unless It be forced uponus.no
sane man wants to see again in this generation.
He did it in the interest of peace; and 1 venture to
say. now that peace is looming in the sky and the
speck oi the war cloud has passed away, that that
is more owing to the good conduct, the vigilance
and the enterprise ot the Secretary of the Navy in

a good iputting in this short time a good navy In those
waters, ready lor an emergency, than to any
other canse. He has not been, and the administra¬
tion has not been, hounded on to war In this mat¬
ter by those like the gentleman from New
Turk, and lor one I thank them for it.
Mr. IUwi.ky, (rep.) of Conn., said that lie had

listened with an indignant start to the remarks or
the gentleman rrom New tork (Mr. Cox), who had
dared to tell the House that It was pusillanimousand bad not energy enongh to kill a mouse, and
that the flag of the country hud been draggled in
the dust. He had ho admiration lor that cheapsort ol bravery, bnt he would not retort by anyremarks that would be equally cheap. He would
not ask that gentleman why, when there was a
grand opportunity a few years ago to plunge Into
a fight on the one side or the other, and it was not
material on which side, he had not gone Into it?
Did that, gentleman know what war Is? Had
he ever aeeu cannon balls go through
men by his side, and hao he seen
men mowed down by hundreds around
film f Did he know what war was ? ir he did, why
had he got np here and ranted uh he had done ? I
say, continued Mr. Hawley, that a man is guilty
belore Hod and his country who dare stand here
and trifle with this great-quest ion. He does not
know what war Is, or, If he does, then is he ten
times the ny>re guilty. I knew a mun once who
was extremely anxious to get Into one of these lit¬
tle rights. The war had been progressing about a
year and a half, and he had been assigned
to fancy duty at some distant post, and
complained that he never saw a fight. We
started an expedition, and gave this gallant colonel
liK cvuuuaud of m lie jottyfiAlv vuivt) vhu.

enemy and the confederates opened a terrime nre
iinoii hlni. In three minutes' time he came out of
It and came out hudioiucb, but lelt about 80 men
be mud him. 1 naked bun that same evening how
he liked It. "W ell." said he, "1 am satisfied, but
when 1 was In the fight a minute or two and saw
men falling down all around me, 1 thought to my-
k"H euu't this confounded thing l»e compromised
in 'some way?" (Laughter.) I wish to add an
einphat'C commendation. of '.he President and Sec¬
retary of State for the calm self-respect, good
Beuse and I may venture to say, cnnstiau temper
und tliiisilan statesmanship. unpopular asi that
expression has become, which they have exhibited
tu this matter. It would have been easy to have
plunged the country headlong Into war, unpre¬
pared as we were; nut even If we hud ban the
grandest navy in the world I should have de¬
manded of the administration the same reticence
and self-respect which it has shown. The time has
passed when this American nation can go round
the globe! with a chip on its shoulder, trying to get
up a light with every rowdy It meets. We cau be
patient, temperate and diuiiliied with all the
world. Nothiug that General Grant ever did, froiu
the time he lelt Galena until he passed through the
Wilderness und oame luto the \V hito House, does
lum more honor than the patient firmness with
which he has moed the |8oaaish dilllculty and set¬
tled it to the satisfaction of all.
Mr Mykks, ol Pennsylvania, supported the bill and

B&id:.1 believe this appropriation Is demanded,
not onlv by the extraordinary event which nas
hastened the necessity for it, but by the ordinary re¬
quirements of the Navy. Secretary Kooeson, lu his
report for 1872, warned the country that our cruis¬
ing navy, unless new materials were added io it,
would rapidly P«ss away. Congress responded by
ordering the construction of new sloops Oi war and
something in the directlou of repair to the old
naval vessels. The Secretary also called uttentiou
to the lact that our iron-clad fleet needed extensive
repairs. Much ol the wood work was going to de¬
cay and many improvements were needed. During
the war onr supplies of live oak from Florida and
Georgia were stopped, and the timber we did use
was not properly seasoned. Several of the monitors
had been placed In repair, aud lie strongly urged
that the remainder should be ready to meet any
dutv In replv to this some gentleiueu contendedhere' that our navy was strong euough and
that no leniergency was likely to call lor
adding to its efficiency. How suddenly
that emergency came we an ant'
should prove a lesson lor the future. The massacre
oi the Virgintua' passengers naturally aroused the
indignation oi the Amerlcau people. It was doneIn defiance oi the law of nations and of civilization,
in violation or our treaty with Spain, and with a
haste and disregard of the protests of our consul
utterly iinjusti&ble. Not only was the Virginias
an American vessel, properly registered and
cleared, flying the American flag, unresisting, and
lllcaUr captured on the high seas, beyond
the inrladlotion of Spain, but the seizure of
the telegram sent by our Consul, m order to
ascertain her nationality, speedily lollowed by the
execution of a number of tne passengers and
crew would of Itself have furnished a serious
ground ol complaint. When the news of this out¬
rage reached us there was but one sentiment
among the American people.protection is the first
dutv ot the State to the citizen. That nation is
denied to Its highest obligations which fails to
vindicate the sovereignty of its flag. HM? i .l"fullv and nobly did the President and the admin¬
istration assert our rights and proceed to vindi¬
cate our honor. Tne geutleman from New York
iMr Cox) save we have been pusillanimous as a
nation in the conduct of this affair. I
am astonished at such a declaration.
Fverv demand lias been made that the President
had the right to make, and to these demands Cas-
teiar as lerveut a republican and earnest a statea-
mauas Europe In tuis century lias produced.
thought it no dishonor to accede. My Judgment is
the people or the land are satisfied that everything
has been done to maintain the national honor, ami
further steps will yet be taken to obtain the only
compensation lor the wrong which can now be
olven When the rebellion came we almost impro¬
vised a navy. Now, responding to the wishes of
the neonle although Congress was not in session,
General Grant took the responsibility, and In a few
snort weeks the navy is almost upon a war lootr
inir ready, as the nation believes, to resentany' wrong; a fact highly creditable to
tne Navy Department and the administration.
Gentlemen liave said the war cloud Is passing away.
I sincerely hope and believe this to be true, i he
nation reunited has had enongh of war, enough of
Ueot ami taxation. It Is time to turn our attention
to the wants of the people and their employment.
A panic, following the failures or many ol our firm
business houses, has caused a financial crisis, and
manv thousands are out of work, it is a
matter of congratulation If this speck of war
not only p.aces our navy in good condition,
but aids to give tnat employment and restore that
confidence whlcn alone is needed In a country
whose material wealth and resources are as great
as ever. There Is every reason to believe tne
Virgimus will be surrendered at once, but the
survivors of those who were taken trom her are
.till m custody. Castelar at present Is master of
the situation in Spain, yet any day may brmg new
complications to him and fresh necessity
that our navy shall enlorce the rights of
American citizens in Cuba. protection
was called ior aud given only last May in Panama.
A sufficient power should ue kept in our various
squadrons to secure this protection at all times.
Peace wilt be best preserved aud foreign complica¬
tions avoided in this way. Henceforth we are se¬
cure troin danger wituin our own borders, and it
is of the highest importance that our naval ser¬
vice should be made efficient, not only to co-ope¬
rate In missions of civilization and humanity and
protection, but by its very strength to ward off the

!SS> ofN. Y.. ..Id nntt.u
Cox's remarks, that the harbor of New York was
not defenceless. That gentleman (Mr. Cox) bad
been speaking of what he knew nothiug about,
while he (Mr. Crooke) was talking of that whereof
he knew. Thanks to the Secretary of the Navy
and thanks to the administration the harbor of
New York to-day Is Impregnable to all the naval
lorce of the world. If the whole Spanish navy,
strong as It was. should attempt to force the har¬
bor ol New York to-day it would be sent to
a warmer climate than New ^°rk is in.
(Laughter). He knew that the harbor of New York
had been well prepared wLnln the last month. It
had been tolerably well prepared before that, it
was guarded by torpedoes; by the Roanoke, which,
when manned by a thousand sailors aud stationed
in the Narrows, could prevent the whole Spanish
Navy lrom passing; by the Dictator and by the
monitors and other means. He wished the whole
world to know and he wished the pusillanimous
HouBe to know that the harbor of New York to-day
was impregnable to the whole naval force of the
* Mrf'OARFiELD, (rep.) of Ohio, said he would yield
a lew minutes to Mr. Cox, hoping that his friend
would literate the Uou»e from the charge of pusil¬
lanimity and the harbor of New York from the
charge ol being defenceless.
Mr. cox.« neu j made the remark ahout the

pusillanimity of the House I had in my mind the
way it shoved oir the other day my resolution of
belligerency. 1 did not expect, when I made a
speech just now sustaining this bill, that a lot of
these Captain Uobadils, fresh irom the war, who
want to recount their own great deeds, should
come here and make anti-war speeches. 1 have
made no speech ror war.
Mr. Gabpibld.And never did. (Laughter.)Mr. Cox (not noticing Mr. Garfield's interrup¬

tion).Hut 1 never knew in my life a single mem¬
ber of Congress from Connecticut, from the Hart-
lord Conveution down, who did not begin to have
some sort of war spirit, as agalust ids own country
on sectional matters, and who had not alwayscowered when it came to fighting for the flagabroad.
Mr. Uawi.ey (misapprehending Mr. Cox's last

remarki.I want to know who Is the coward?
Mr. Cox.1 am making no personal fight upon

you. 1 said ''flowered," not "coward."
Mr. IIawley.I suppose yon used it in a Pick¬

wickian sense?
Mr. Gakfikl.d (to Mr. Cox).Do you spell It with

an "h?"
Mr. Cox.No; I spell It "ered;" I said

"cowered." 1 say to the gentleman from Con¬
necticut, who Is as Irascible as most soldiers are.
Hiat when he puts in my month a speech for war
he makes a slight mistake. I said nothing of the
kind. 1 said that the House did not corne up to
tue spirit of the people. Congress has not yet vin¬
dicated the flag.has not shown the old
devotion to the flag which belonged to
other days of the Republic. As to the harbor
oi New York, 1 do not consult on such a subject
with politicians. 1 got my Inlormation from en¬
gineers. 1 believe to-day that unless our navy be
in some way strengthened, and unless our harbors
ana our forts be strengthened, we are at the
mercy of other Powera that have those great iron¬
clads and this new system of aggressive warfare
which has grown up within the last five years.
Mr. bcHUMacker, (dera.) or N. Y..I will say to

my colleague that no hostile fleet conld get into
the harbor of New York and get out of it again.
Mr. Archeh, (dera.) of Md., speaking of the rel¬

ative force of the .Spanish and American Navy, said
that Spain had sis guns afloat, and could concen¬
trate by the last day of this month 64.0 guns in rue
Cuban watera. It it were granted that the Vir¬
ginias was to be delivered up, that the
American citizens in custody In Cuba
were to be handed over to the United
States government, and that indemnity
for the execution of those massacred was to lie
paid to the widows and orphans, there wa< yet a
serious question before the country.and that was
the demand of the popular heart, the demand of
Christianity, the demand of humanity.that Con¬
gress should acknowledge belligerent rights to a
people who had struggled so many years for their
independence. As that was a question that might
come before Congress immediately alter the set¬
tlement of this one, It was well that the country
should be in a condition for war. lie did
not believe that the American navy could con-
ceritraie more than 414 guns in Cnban waters,
while the Hpaniards could place 646 guns there bv
the first of the coming year. The only way that
the American navy couTd be strengthened lor the
occasion was by the purchase ol merchantmen and
by mounting them with the heavy guns wi ich
were now being made by the Navy Department.
The bill before the House should appropriate a
much larger sum than f4,000,000. There was no
nation pretending to hold anything like an
ascendency on the seas that did not nave from
four to eight large armor-plated vessels. The
United Stales had none, and American nnval cap¬
tains conld not hold the line or battle unless theyhad such vessels to enter the contest. The pend¬
ing bill, however, onght to pass immediately, and
he onlv hoped that the Committee on Appropria¬
tions would at an early day ask for still larger ap¬
propriations for the same purpoifnd. oMr. Hoi.man, (dem.) of Ind., objected to a tech¬
nical provision in the bill, and, in the course of his
remark#, ppoke of the pvld ruffianism of culm »pd

of tne fttrorton* outrages which had dishonored
humanity In that island.
Mr. Heck. i«lem.) of Ky., spoke in regard to the

same eiauso and took occasion to eulogize the ad¬
ministration lor ltd course in relerence to Cuban
affairs. He said that ir there was anythiu*
which the President had managed well
it was the negotiations with Spain,
The President might have plunged the
country into difficulties, and perhaps have aggran-
dized himself at. the expeitse of the country; out
the course which ho had pursued hail been ex-
tremely inoderate.and wiBe.
The iiiBcussion waa carried on for some time

longer, and then the committee rose and reported
the bill to the House, uud it was thereupou passed.
The House then, at twenty minutes past lour

o'clock, adjourned until Monday.

THE MONETABY SITUATION.

Fresh Taxation and n Farther Increase
of the Public Debt.Reaction In *locks.
The Situation In the Cannle.
Affairs on the street yesterday wore an agree¬

able aspect, until the announcement of Secretary
Richardson's new policy In regard to taxation.
Then there was "hurrying to and iro." and mut-
terings, not loud, bnt deep, In regard to a financial
policy that had begun so ostentatiously in reducing
the public debt, and reached such an Impotent con¬
clusion in the shape of more taxes. Irreverent men
were found whose estimate of the situation trans¬
cends the power of an evangelical pen to record;
but above and beyond thts special grievance the
inquiry waa olten put in less figurative language,
If such things are found in the green wood what
mav we expect in the dry t To help out this
anxiety an evening paper published the following
table, showing the outstanding principal of the
puulic debt on the 1st of January of each year men¬
tioned for the last 30 years and the gross expen¬
ditures of the government lor each fiscal year

ItMic Debt Gross
Jan. l. Expenditures.

1843 $3*4,742,922 $12,118,106
1H44 23,481,062 33,642,0101845* 16,926,303 30,420,408
!846 16,660,202 27,832,282

184 7 38,826,534 60.520,861
184 847,044,862 60.666,143

1849 63,061,858 66,386,422
185 0 63,452,773 44,604,718
185 1 68,304,706 48,476,104
1862 66,199,341 46,712,608
1853. 59,803,117 64,677,061
1854 42,242.222 76,473,170
1^6 35,686,956 06.164,775

1856 31,972,637 72,726,341
1867 28,699,831 71,274,687
1858 44,911,881 82,062,186
Is69 68,496.837 83,078,642
1800 64,842,287 77,056,125
180 1 90,680,873 86.387,313

180 2 626,170,412 665,067.503
180 3 1,119,772,138 899,815,911
186 4 1,816.784,370 1,295,461,114
1865 2,680.647,869 1,900,433,331
1800 2,773,236,173 1,130,314,081
1887 2,678,126,103 1,093,079,655
>808 2.611,687,851 1,009,889,9701809." 2,588,452,313 684,777,996

1880
'

2,480,072,427 702,807,842
1871. 2,353,211,332 691,680,858
1872 . 2,263,251.328 682,526,270
1873 . 2.234,482,993 524,044,697

INCREASE OF TAXATION.
Information was received on the street yester¬

day alternoou to the effect that Secretary Ricnard-
soii had said in the morning tuat the public debt
would be largely increased, although It was now
too early to estimate the amount. He had written
a letter to the chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee recommending (and enclosing a bill for
this purpose) the restoration of the duty on tea
and coffee, which will yield about $20,000,000 per
uuuum. He also enclosed a letter to him from
Commissioner Douglass, making the following
recommendationAn increased tax of 10 cents
per gallon on distilled spirits, which would
vleld $7,000,000 annually; lour cents additional
per pound on tobacco, which would yield
$4000000; a tax on Illuminating gas. yielding
$.2,500,000 additional; on gross receipts of railroads
from passengers and ireight, $6,000,000; on steam¬
boats. gross receipts from passengers and freight,
$600,000; on insurance companies, $1,300,000; on
telegraph receipts, $250,000; on express compa¬
nies' receipts, $600,000, making in the aggregate,
$22,150,000. This, with the tax on tea and coffee,
would make more than $42,000,000, The Commis¬
sioner says if more revenue is wanted it could be
obtained to the extent of $10,000,000 by restoring
the taxes formerly in schedule B, which includes
stamps on all legal instruments, deeds, mortgages,
Ac., thus making additional receipts of over
$32,000,000 from Internal revenue sources. The ef¬
fect of these reports was a sharp decline on the
Stock Exchange, operators appearing to forget
that while the Secretary thus provided Tor a gra-
dual return to the Treasury of his reserve lund,
which has been so heavily drawn upon or late, he
also iu a quasi manner suggests that he intends to
use the whole of that reserve, and so produce tem¬
porary inflation.

THE CANALS.
Next to the operutlon of the above news on

stocks, the lollowlng probably helped the reaction.
Mr. Edson. President ol the Produce Exchange, re¬
ceived the following despatch tnis morning:.

Schk.vectadt, Dec. 12, 1873.
Weather mild: sufficient water this morning; ice

breakers at woik : think boats will move to-day.
Subsequently the following was received

Little Falls, Doc. 12,1873.
8. A. Geast. Superintendent Produce Exchange
Boats are moving thts morning, with lair prospect* or

getting through. JAMES KhNNA, Jr., Collector.
It is estimated that, should the boats that were

frozen in the canal be enabled to bring their car¬
goes to New York, it would be a saving to the pro¬
duce dealers interested ol at least $1,000,000.

WOR&INGREN'S CENTRAL COUNCIL.

delegates from Twenty Trades Unions
Present.A People's Party To Be Or¬
ganized.
Delegates from 20 different trades anions met

ast night at Masonic Hall, in Thirteenth street.
Reports from the plumbers, painters, carpenters,
:abinet-makers, blacksmiths, coopers and several
ither trades unions were read.
It was unanimously decided to submit the follow-
ng preambles and resolutions to the different
irades unions for their endorsement:.
Whereas the Worklnymen's Central Council has from

Its formation urgently nnd persistently advocated the
lust claims of the laboring people of this city, anil were
the first to call the attention ot our city authorities to the
present deplorable condition of the worklngmen ol this
countrv: and whereas the Standing Committee of this
Council have, t>y instructions from this body, called on
the men now running our city government, demanding
that employment be turniahcd to those in
need nnd the finance department lurnish
the

'

mouey to carry on tueso works, but
uo to this time very little has been done to relieve our
nresent wants: where* nearly all the department* of
the city government having given to our committee
0vasive answers and promises that up to tnia time have
not been fultillad. and we believe there Is no intention on
their part to do so ; whereas the reports of the working
classes are ignored because ot the deiectlvcues* of our
organizations, the political parties, knowing we will
not act together in tne oniv manner in which we might
be effective; be it thereiore
Hesolved. That we have appealed to these men for the

last time, and henceforth we will act to unite our lellow
workers under one political banner as the only true and
sure means ot success for an oppressed people.
Kesolved That this Council recommend that each or¬

ganization represented in this body shall elect seven ad¬
ditional delegates to those already appointed, for the
purpose of organizing the Industrial classes ol this city
into a political organization to be known as the people's
PUKesolved, That when the wards are organized In con¬
formity with the rules to be hereafter adopted bv the
organizing delegates, a general committee shall be elected
from each ward, to consist ot one from each election
district, and in the assembling of such general committee
their credentials shall be examined bv the organizing
body and they shall strike off the names ot all persons
thai in their judgment are. not working In the Interest of
the industrial classes.

Resolved, That the organizing delegates shall have
nower to add to their nombors such members of labor
organization* as are not at present represented in the

WResi'"vcdCIThat "when the iirganlzlng Committee, shall
have fully organized the General Committee then their
duties shall cease, and the members ol the central Conn-
ell shall return to their legitimate business iu the Coun*

BELIEF FOB 3QFFEBIHO LABORERS.
The Erie Hallway Company Paying Off
Their Employee.Official Changes In
Jersey City*
The adage that "Corporations" have no souls la

not always correct. When the attention of the
directors of the Erie Railway Company waa
called by the Hkrald last week to the fact
that the employee had not been paid
for the month of October measures were
Immediately taken to meet the exigency. All the
employes, as far as Paterson, hare been paid off,
and It has been decided to aend an assistant pay¬
master daring the present month to pay the em¬

ployes In the Port Jems branch of the Eastern
division. Mr. J. C. Clarke, one of the vice presi¬
dents, whose administration has been marked
by extraordinary activity, has vetoed the
recommendation to discharge a large number of
hands. Rot only will the entire surf be retained
during this season of distress, but provision has
been made for a more prompt payment oi the men.
Several important changes will be made on the
opening of tne new year, Mr. Thomas
J. Hrown, the Superintendent of the Pa-
vonia ferrv, has been appointed superin¬
tendent of the Eastern division, the appointment
to take effect on the 1st of Januarv. Mr. Edward
Illll, formerly a clerk In the motive power depart¬
ment, and recently assistant superintendent, has
obtained leave to retire from his present laborious
position. The change Is hailed with great satis-
mction by the employes. At an informal meet¬
ing of the employes, held at the Pros¬
pect House last evening, a vote of thankH
was passed to Vice President Clarke, who Is styled
In tne resolution "the poor man's friend."
Another resolution expresses the gratification of
the employe* at the elevation pi Mr. Brown, Three

subordinate officers at the Jersev otv depot nave
been removed, and at the end of January lurther

to r'tuerson' 'UilUe °U Uie llne irom Jor*®y City

THE WORKINGMEN'SJJNIOS^A DENIAL
To tub Editor ok tub Hkhald:.

^

I see by the report of the mass meeting held at
Cooper Institute that several of the speakers there
are credited us oeloiigiug to the Workingmen's
Ciilon. Now, I wiah to state that there was not

Dlatforufor'nn**!'? "W(»«">nngmen's I'uion" on the
Stands as speaker or spectator.

with ('ommnnn!^1!8 Un,on lloe» "ot symsathize
ln any of 118 Phases; nor does tt

FrS wS.»0rw,n,Mtlon8' elt,ler German or

K«)UrnnieS? ^ ».pur,)OHe 'M to subvert this

lazy ro scVk work.
8 Th'VkIkmk l°°

Kecoi ding Secretary Workiugmcn's Union.

TURF TROUBLES.

Meeting of the Board of Appeals of the
National Trotting Association.AH the
Cases Heard.
The Hoard of Appeals of the National Trotting

Association continued its session yesterday morn¬

ing at the Everett House. There were present, as

on the preceding days, T. J. Vail (Chairman),
Hartford, Conn,; C. J. Hamlin, Uuffalo, N. Y.;
bates H. Barnard, Troy, N, Y., and George Sturges,
Philadelphia, Pa. The cases called for the consid¬
eration of the members are as herewith annexed,
and, as usual, all decisions were reserved;.
R. J. Wheeler vs. Graves and I.oomis-oomplaint

in relation to the mare Clementine..This case was
first brought to the notice of the Board by letter
from Mr. Wheeler, under date of November 34 last,
wherein he asserts, from information and belief,
that the mare Clementlue had trotted this year at
Cleveland, Buffalo, Utlca and Springfield in purses
from which she should have been debarred by a

former record received in Wisconsin, and this
record was 2:44 or better. And Mr. Wheeler
asked for time to procure affidavits to show that
the statements made W6re true. Subsequently
Mr. Wheeler sent Secretary Longstreet another
letter enclosing an affidavit of Alexander P.
Pratt, of Waukesha, Wis., wherein he states that
Clementine was raised in Palmyra, Jefferson
county, in that State, and that she bad contested
in a race at Waukesha under another nuuie, and
had made a better record than 2:44. Upon reading
the affidavit, the substance of which is above
(flVAf) and f bo laifA* r\ j ..

ous, gave the members Jurisdiction at this time to
act. It was ruled that It did give them the power
to proceed in the investigation. In behaifof re¬
spondents appeared Mr. W. K. Loomis, w ho first
submitted the affidavit of Mr. A. B. Hall, Treasurer
a «i s?cretary of the Oconomowoc (Wisconsin)
Agricultural, Mechanical and Stock Assocla-
tion, comprising the counties of Wau¬
kesha, Jefferson and another. In this
it is stated that there is no record standing against
the mare (orestGirl (now Clementine) during the
years 1*68, 1809 and 1870. Mr. Loomis also sXnit-
fcnihawi«m,i?.vtt f01? Mr- G- G. Thurston, oi Osh-
kosh. Wis., wtierein he explains that he bought
the mare when she was four years old. and, though
«

trotted two or three times before that
period, she never obtained a record; Thurston
tlit ihWne.? .. l^e .marc Porest Maid, aud
that she had trotted in less than 2:50.

In0 thftD a#M la2f*eBAv eGm!' *S ftlS0 BhOWn
in the atUdavit that Thurston sold the mare to
Graves aud Loomis. The latter gentleman being
sworn, said that he bonght Clementlue lour years
ago. aud that lie named her alter Mr Graves' wife;
that he did not know until 18 months ago that she
eX.er an°toer name, that comiug to his notice
alter the matter was talked of in the papers. She
was an unruly animal, and in consequence of her
disposition when among other horses was not
entered inlany purses uniil last spring, and then

horses
three minute classes, and never for green
Thomas S. Foster vs. Woonsocket Agri¬

cultural Society, Woonsocket, K. I.-Application
of penalty of expulsion. It seems that

while the petitioner was driving the bay gelding
Harry Genet in September last, he was taken irom
behind liiin and another driver put in the sulkv,

? i
at 1,660 trotted with the

new driver Foster would not let Genet
remain longer on the track, and against
the wishes and direction of the judges took the
gelding to tne stable. For this and improper lan¬
guage he was ruled off. Counsel appeared for
roster, and irom witness elicited that Genet was
very lame at the time, and that Foster did not con-
alder the driver substituted a competent person
to entrust with such a valuable animal in his then
condit ion, riierelore counsel Justified Foster's eou-

k-om' 1 case being closed, Mr. Van, ln behaifof the
Nations Association, stated that Foster, after being
expelled as aoove, appeared at Hartford aud New
Haven, and there drove certain horses. Foster

8w?rn and admitted that such was the case,
and also said that he had read the rules as laid
down by the National Association. Counsel ad¬
mitted the violation of the rules by Foster, but re¬
quested, because of palliating circumstances, that

P®nalty imposed upon him be removed or
modified.

Henry Hughes (ex-parte)..Application for
penalty of expulsion heretofore imposed

Mr if,£hLm^eJ'ady Hughes, alias Mollle Clark.
Mr. Hughes, who was present, had an affldadit 5?
winriT11 inCan t0 thK "oardi, to the effect that last
winter, ln December, he sent liis mare, Lady
Ra.f.e"' Lewis Brokaw, at MoTlstown, Pa*
that she was then lame, and he gave explicit di-

hor t(ii ta£e ^er 8l'oes off and turn
her out. Mr. Hughes then went to Europe,

"oon j>l» return was astonished to find that
Brokaw had trotted her at Wlikesbarre, Pa., under

01 Mo",e Clarke, and upon her right
name being ascertained both she and the driver

?e aak6<'11,6 Board, therefore, to
remove the penalty from the mare.

lJ}ene cases closed the open session of the
w''i ln execotive session,

and probably when through with the necessary de-
liberation will communicate their decisions. These

trottmg^vorld * mucl1 Hi terest throughout the

CITY CHIJECH EXIEMSIOIV SOCIETY.

Million Work of the Metlioiltot Episcopal
Church in the City, Eeit and "West-
Rrport. of the Presiding Elders.
The City Church Extension and Missionary

Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church met
yesterday, In the Mission chapel, 805 Broadway,
Mr. J. B. Cornell in the chair. The Secretary, Mr.
J. 11. Polton, read the minutes of the previous
meeting, which were approved. Dr. Brown, Pre¬
siding Elder of the west side of the city, which is in
the bounds of the New York Conference, reported
145 visits made by the missionaries, 68 sermons

preached, 2C0 prayer meetings held, 155 visits to
the sick, 24,20u pages of tracts distributed. 41 con¬
versions and 14 received into full membership. The
Sunday schools contain 147 teachers and 1.114
scholars, with an average attendance of 743. The
report from Grace chnrch, 104th street, was lack¬
ing, but it was subsequently reported that that
mission has 140 Sabbath scholars.
The Rev. Mr. Mcrwtn, Presiding Elder of the

east side of the city, in the bounds or the New York
East Conlereuce, reported four conversions ami
two probationers; teachers, 21; average scholars'
attendance, 110. There was no report irom
.South Harlem chnrcn, Sixty-orst street church or
the Cornell Memorial church, the three largest on
the east side of the city. A supplemental report
from Forsyth street Mission Sunday school showed
that the missionary had visited 308 families and
Induced 22 persons to attend church. He held sev¬
eral services In the City Prison, where 108 prison¬
ers asked prayers lor themselves and 07 signed the
temperance pledge. 36,428 pages of tracts were
distributed. Rev. Mr. Pullman reported his charge
(Slxty-flrst street church) in good condition, and
25 conversions there during the month.
The treasurer, Mr. Bowles Colgate, reported a

balance on hand November 22 or $3,217, whion, with
the receipts during the month, made an aggregateof $16,178, all of which was expended nave $862.
But there are bills due between this and January I,1874, which will leave the treasury in debt $3,656at
that date.
The Committee on Ways and Means reported that

collections had been taken up In the Klghty-«ixth
street church, $300, and in the Thlrty-flfth street
chnrch, $280. Thirty-seventh street church was re¬
ported as saying it was too poor to give a collec¬
tion to the society. Bpeclal collections are to be
taken up to-morrow, December 14, in St. Luke's
Methodist Episcopal church In the morning and in
the Forty-third street church In the evening; In
Nt. James' church, flarlein, January 11, 1874, and
in Jane street church January 21 and In Washing¬ton squure church and Seventh street church De¬
cember 28.

Mr. Bowles Colgate, having been appointedtreasurer at a previous meeting, hl> resignationof the corresponding secretaryship was acceptedand Mr. L. Skldmore was elected thereto.
The Committee on Ways and Means were au¬

thorized to raise $4,000 for the Washington Heightschurch, by mortgage on the property ol that
chnrch or otherwise, as soon as possible.The President, J. B. Cornell, Dr. Curry, Mr. Wolff
and others Hpoke in regard to the work of the so¬
ciety. Mr. Cornell thought that if there should be
a general turning to Christ among the mosses the
Church would be terribly frightened, because it is
unprepared for It. He hoped the missionaries ami
Christian laymen wonld use all their efforts to
further the Interests and work of the society.
The meeting then adjourned.

INFANTICIDE IS BROOKLYN.
The body of a male infant, ahont six weess old,

was found yesterday morning on the sidewalk in
Bedford avenue, near Madison street. The re¬

mains, which were wrapped in a newspaper, bore
traces of foul play, inarM of violence being vim-
tile npon the neoh and body. The Coroner whs
notified and Captain McLaughlin, of the Ninth pre-
duel has bona of finding the jnurderer*

AMUSEMENTS.

Academy of Music.Salvlni as UnlllTsa
SulUvan.a character an aotlthetlc to that of Ban-

some as It is possible to imagine.was that in
which Bignor Salvlni appeared last evening, before
one of the largest audiences of the season. Apart
from the uniqueness aud pathos of the creator of
the principal rOle, the act ing was distinguished by
a merit which is conventionally spoken of as "even
excellence." The grade of that excellence which
is called even,-however, is oltenlow. Last even¬

ing it was high, and that superiority of level was
maintained throughout. As a specimen of elegant
comedy the acting which the Italian company
gives us in "Sullivan" is superior to tba^ to which
American audiences have been accustomed in
"David Garrick," and this we say without dis¬
paragement1 to the very excellent and popular
artist who first familiarized those audiences
with the part, or the several clever per¬
formers who have appeared in auxiliary r6U>s at
Wailack's and the other theatres. When the late
Mr. Robertson adapted "Suilivun," he was obliged
to Anglicise the characters and situations and to
lend them that tiuge which would be likely to cap¬
tivate an average British audience. To some ex¬
tent he vulgarized the colors, which in the Italian
version certainly possess a more delicate tint.
What pleased the London publio did not fail to
fascinate New York. All that we say is that in tho
English rendering are a sturdier streak and a
heavier dash of color than are found in the Italian,
and for that the genius ot the English-speaking
peoples is ultimately responsible quite as much as
Mr. Robertson. Meanwhile it Is needless to dwell
upon the points mudo by Signer Salvinl. They are
known bv tbla time, aud tney were repeated with
all their first Cclat.
This afternoon "Sansone" will be given.

"Othello" is preparing for Monday night, the oc¬
casion or Salvinl's benefit, and "Ellzabeth"ds in re-
hearsa, Piamoutl being promised in the title rOte.

"Stadt Theatre.Die Afrikancrln."
Meyerbeer's posthumous work was given last

night, at the German opera house before a very
large audience. The representation was unusually
good as lar as the two prime donne, lime. Licht-
may and Mile. Canissa, and the chorus and or¬

chestra, under the baton of Herr Schramm, were
concerned. The Selika of the former of the ladies
Is a well studied, artistically conceived and satis¬
factorily impersonated rOle, although her voice has
lust much of its pristine power and dramatic
expression. In the beautiful aria with which the
second act commences Mtne. Lichtmay displayed,
in her style of singing, at least, qualities which
belong only to a prima donna ot long experience
and indisputable ability. In the grand dno of the
fourth act she was equally succes-dul. The rOle of
the gentle, loving Ines found a worthy represenia-
tlve In Mile. Pauline Canissa, whose emotional
voice and finished style of acting lent a charm to
the impersonation or one of Meyerbeer's
most poetical heroines. In the BeCond act
sue won well-deserved applause. When
she came to the dungeon of Vasco dl Gama as a
messenger of peace and hope, the exquisite aria
allotted to lnes immediately belore the grand en¬
semble in which Sellka, Vasco, lnes, Pedro and
Nelusko take part, was delivered by Mile. Canissa
with snch intensity of feeling and vocal effect that
nnmerous recalls ensued from tho euthusiastlo
Germans. The chorus and orchestra, although
small in number, were without a daw In the general
rendering. The tenor, Uerr Pflueger, has not au
agreeable voice, and the best that can be said of him
is that he made no mistakes in singing the musio
of Vasco. The Nelusko of Herr Vierllng showed a
decadence of voice on the part of that gentleman
very remarkable. Herr Welnllch's Don Pedro
labored under the same disadvantage. "Die
Arrikancrin," will be repeated on tinnday evening.
On the 26th inst. "Lohengrin!' will be produced by
Herr lierrman Grau with a cast comprising some
or the best German operatic talent in America.
The Emperor will he represented by Herrmanns
and the heroiue by Canissa.

Musical and Dramatlo Notes.
"Wedded Bliss" is the title of Mr. Frank Mar-

snail's new comedy.
Mme. Ristori is announced to play in Rome

during the early days of next month.
M. Alexandre Dumas, Fits, has brought oaf at the

Gymnase a new comedy, called "Monsieur Al-
phonsp."
The new soprano, Mile. Biarini, who ha« ap

peared at the Italian opera House, in PariB, as

Adalgisa, has not satisfied the subscribers. They
were also displeased with the new tenor, Sig. De
Bassinl, who made bis debut as Polllo.
A young American singer, Miss Violetta Colvllle,

made her first appearance at the Piacenza Thea¬
tre, Italy, a few nights since, with success, in
Donizetti's opera ot "Linda dl Chamonnix. The
well-known cavatina gave her an opportunity for
the display of facile and correct execntion, and
the duets with the tenor and contralto were both
encored. The local journals encourage her to per¬
severe in the arduous career on which sue has so
auspiciously entered.
At Munich a short time ago the King of Bavaria

gave an order that the ballet of "Un Bal Sous Louis
XV." should be played for himself atone, after the
representation of the opera. His Majesty wit¬
nessed from a private box the improvised repre¬
sentation, which lasted lrom eleven to one in the
morning. As usual on such occasions, for these
royal caprices are not rare, the greatest care had
been taken to expel from the house every specta¬
tor, and the servants on dnty bad to keep watch
in the corridors to prevent any noise. The next
day presents were sent to all the artists to in¬
demnify them for their non-obligatory perform¬
ance.

PLE8SY MORDAUNT A3 A LEADING LADY.
To tiie Editor op the Herald:.

In your Issue o( Sunday, the 7th Inst., appears an
article entitled "Leading Ladles and First Old
Women," which, perhaps without Intention on the
part of the writer, reflects rather unfairly on the
recent decision in my suit against the management
of the Union Square Theatre. The writer of the ar¬
ticle may not be aware that In the theatrical worl 1
and among theatrical people precedent and cus-
torn are accepted as law, although not legally enti¬
tled to the definition, and foremost among these
accepted Ideas Is the one that none but an excep¬
tionally fine artist can venture to attempt a role
out of bis or her so-called line of business without
seriously jeopardizing a position that has, mostly,
taken years of study, practice and hard work
to attain. The rOle In question, which I properly
refused, has, by precedent and Invariable custom
in this country and in England, been assigned to
the "old woman" of the theatre, where the piecehas been played, and the ludicrous contradictions
made by the defence in attempting to classily, or
rather declassify, it wonld have puzzled a much
more Intelligent jury than that present at the trial
of my case. I can safely assert, without fear of
contradiction, that any other actress In my Dlace
would have acted as I did. As far as my positionIn the theatrical profession la concerned I would
suggest to the writer of your editorial that I have
never "flickered," but that since I have occupiedthat of "leading lady" It has always been with
success. Mr. Lester Wallack, Mr. John Gilbert and
Mr. John fyrougham, who may be considered as
good authorities as the management of the Union
Hquare Theatre, nave separately, by letter and
verbally, paid me the highest compliments
on my performances, and the almost unani¬
mous opinion of the New York press during
my Beason at Wallack's Theatre somewhat justi¬
fies my pretension to the title of "leading lady."
Were It In ptace here much could be said By disin¬
terested persons on the quality of the evidence ac¬
cepted against me and the manner in which the
case was presided over, but I simply request a right
to l>e heard when partial insinuations are brought
against me. Trusting, for the sake of fhlr play,
you will kindly Insert this, I beg to rsroaln, respejet-lully yours. I'LESSY MOKUALM.

SUICIDE OF A BOOKKEEPER.
Mr. Joseph a Helnhsrt. a gentleman 38 years o<

age, recently living at No. 41 West lllftth street,
was long a bookkeeper In the employ of the Missouri
Life insuiance Company, but some weeks ago he
lost his position, and was by this made very des¬
pondent. He formed a purpose in his mind to ter¬
minate his existence. Mr. Kelnhart accordinglycommunicated his intentions to one or two re.a-
tives. who endeavored to dissuade hlin from pur¬
suing such a course, but without ofTect, as he, with¬
out their knowledge, proceeded to a drug store,
and purchasing a quantity of laudanum swallowed
It, death being the result. Coroner JCessler held
an Inquest over the remains.

ALMOST A MURDER.
About half-past eleven o'clock yesterday morn¬

ing. as William Nolan, a "half-witted fellow," was
engaged in breaking up barrels in the cooper's yard
of A. T. lirlggs, corner ol North Fifth and Second
streets, Williamsburg, some boys, who were play¬
ing In the vicinity, so enraged him that he threw
an axe at thein, striking one of them, named
Thomas lirown, aged 14 years, on tho right leg,
near the knee, severing the arteries. Officer I'ha-
len, who was passing at the time, arrested Nolan
and locked litrn up in the Firth precinct station
house. The Injured boy was taken to the Eastern
District Hospital, where his injuries were prp-.nvuuwU to be pf a serious nature.


