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The "preferred question," as the Diario styles

the question now agitating all minds, brought
about by the Illegal capture on the high seas of
the American steamer Vlrginlus and the precip¬
itate and barbarous execution of a large number
(53) ol the persons found on board of ber, still ex¬
cites the attention of the Havana press, and Is the
subject of general conversation.
The rumors which dally fly about with reference

to a breaking up of irlendly relations between
fipaln and the United States are each wilder than
the other, and very general anxiety is shown re¬

garding the intentions and notions of both govern¬
ments.

A SPANISH NAVAL OFFICER'S IDEAS.
From a conversation held with an old Spanish

naval officer, now retired, it appears that the gen¬
eral belief of a certain class of Spaniards is that
the United States will engage in no warfare from
fear of an uprising of the Southern and Western
States; for, remarked this naval wiseacre.and he
reflects tne opinion or a great mass of Spaniards,
who, Judging others by their own feelings, cannot
believe that old fends can be extlngulshad or laid
aside."everything is prepared, and only an op¬
portunity is wanted by the South for a pronun-
clamento." Besides, did he argue, the Spanish au¬

thorities had the same right to execute the Vir¬

ginias' prisoners as the United States had to exe¬

cute the liodoc chiefs. Such absurd parallels are

even held forth by the press, showing now igno¬
rant these people are of what transpires in the
.ntside world, though not because they are any
better informed of the innermost workings of tneir
own officials.

SPANISH FEAR OF WAR.
The amount of arguing among these people goes

to show that they really stand In awe of a declara¬
tion of war, but, true to t heir character, boast of
tbelr courage and favorable circumstances to meet
the event.

SPANISH NEW8PAPER OPINION9.
The Diario gives out that the Herald's para¬

graph about the financial troubles of the govern¬
ment el the United States gives the key as to the
kind of transactions there will be. All leel certain
that there is no money in the States to fit out a

navy and meet other expenses consequent in case
«f a war. Nevertheless they are arming their forts
.nd are active In general.In their own way, of
course.in taking steps of precaution.
Lal*oanqoa (republican), which heretofore has

fleen very moderate in its opinion and baB not

pandered to the taste of the strong organisation
which arrogates to itself the power of governing
to this Island, states Its firm conviction that the
iprlae was a good and legitimate one, and that all
*he right and justice are on the side of the Spanish
government, and consequently does not expect
there will be any great difficulties arising there¬
from ; for should any reclamations be made, out¬
side of right and Justloe, the government of Spain
will know how to sustain her honor and right, and
In the question of national dignity in Jhce of the
foreigner. It is every citizen's duty to hasten with
the sacrifice oflives, even, in defence ofhis country's
*igbto. The LegaliOaa also trusts that It will be a
means to allay party spirit and passions, and make
Spaniards more united. ¦

The leroclonoa Fas ae Cuba calls attention to the
.Abet produced In New York and Washington by
the news of the capture and snooting orthe cao-
ttain and other "pirates" of the Vlrginlus, that all
*be American journals come filled with the most
Atrocious insults to Spain and Spaniards, and the
moat ridiculous threats that there are men who
think the oonquest ol Cuba by tbe United States an
gasy matter, and an affair ol a few days. The rot
does not opine that tbe question will leave the

. field of diplomacy, bnt cautions tbe American gov
eminent against the belief that It would have an

. easy task otherwise.
A NEW TORE CORRESPONDENT'S BLUNDER.
"well-informed" New York correspondent of

tthe Fas ae Cuba and Diario, in writing on. this
. A^®?. ',^8 ^ lollowlng paragraph, which is
lwgberrjlih enough to be translated intact, and 1
.were send |t to the Herald :

HJiUP T® "5*' confer her a second Ala-
ebe has caused are less thSh those

®U:hat celebrated corsair, but not the less punishable,
mid the American government la as responsible lor them

£8..?. JUtt» lor the
the Alabama, which the K^rie sunk

her paper*, and notwithstanding she
bad an English nag hoisted. But England, far from
S^iP8-.I®P®J°?gfor .that act of severe Justice, has
65? $15,400,000 as damages to tne United States.
«?St»R2eI?.m®,,t "Washington were luformed of the
^'"t^^na^ure of the V irginius. and, upon the Kansas
pteteetieg her departure from Asprawall, that aov»rn-
inant became responsible lor her piracies.

so* .

The FOR ae Caba's correspondent apparently
Bgnores that the Alabama and Kearsarge had a

£22^?.?/ml1r ®*ht consequent upon a cnallenge,
th® Victor, with honor to

iner commander, officers and crew, and to the
[government whose flag she bore.
nBm I'-VH11?'8!!..V1BW °» . *®vr TORE PRESS.

The stately Diario reviews the American press
rand quotes from the Herald, Dun and Tribune, but

these papers generally inclined in
uavor to the Cuban insurgents, end consequently
gays more attention to the remarks ol the Evening

Washington correspondence
iof the Titnet' Everything goes to nrove

th" .*?? States wlllP not
JJJt with precipitation in the matter, aud
the expression in the Hkrald, that the

oj the Vlrginlus requires the Immediaterecognition by the United states government of
state of war in Cuba. In speaking of the par-

TrJ&'iS f88l,n* whloh passed through the whole

^ntwfn Jwth?.JP®n,recelvtng the news of the exe¬

cration of the captain and crew, the Diario saysv-
i P**11011 of manv has wished to see

«r!h?nil^w?^^.5S??en,, ln,p°8e,« hy the competent
without pressure of any kind, and Mini-

jlng all the formalities required by ordinary courts
martial, a defiance hurled in the face of the United
ffitatea, as if we oould have any interest in any¬
thing passing the limits of natural, legitimate and
Indispensable defence." Further, the Diarto as-

?h^8,h«at.'2i.T,®aWixnot n®®£muob trouble to prove
that the Vlrglntns, Hornet, Pent, LiUiau and other
.teamen covered by the American flag have caused
*PslD more damage than the Alabama caused the
TJnited States, ana yet she did not wear the Brit¬
ish flag. An American vessel-of-war sunk the Ala¬
bama, with all her crow, and England has had to
PkJ.115,400,000 In gold lor the depredations of the
¦Aiebams, and this indemnity has been tne effect of
ffih international arbitration."

,A SPANISH AKGtTMKNT.
I TMi argumentm to the Alabama, in the facta of
UrtUch the areas of thla island shows such great
Md, palpable Ignorance, Is just now quite a lavor-
fite with the Spanish writers, who too often write
»nd think afterwards, precisely as they try their
political captives.shoot first and try tnem after-
warts. Can it be wondered at when the learned
Wtarto aeoepts the statement of its correspondent

to tne Kearsarge andithe Alabama, the
/£2Tn*18 cite suen precedents as the surrat

j®**^*c®°cs. ho., Ac. Great stress is laid upon
w*r ln Pnited States would put*°** .COhfitry still deeper in debt, and, conse-

.verythlng favors the preservation of

yesterday^ lo 1W| l«ng-wladeu editorial of

«uftwo^tnS »V«iryVnri"tt^fllfbeliter enterprt«e»*HpMnMdPuSllVnP.b.5
S«'Sjj.'.-cTfs&.saterifggg assshetod In any other way for humanity and justice's «V«!for humanity and justice are to be lound ln a nationwhich endeavors to economize the precious
Wood ot the nobis and loyal sons who defendSir. . . . . It la impossible for the gov¬
ernment at Washington to pretend to sustain
that the American flag covered the Vlrginlus, and al¬
though animated by the best of reelings, it is Irapooidbic
Jo consider ns American citizens entitled tothcprotee-
Ifon of that government those who enlist to combat aJosser friendly to the United States, precisely as O'Ryanhasdone. We do not consider the capture of Clie Vtr-
(lulus and its legal consequences an international col-

the limits of Justice, of reason and of eon-
* Id there be oar wlah la Umlted to

j caused the admiration of Carthoge.
onto, eo Hpanlib Cuba will oauss that
raispbera.

w« 5*** rteatred no further details from San¬
tiago do Cuba In regard to the remaining prison¬
er* mm) oothiog of Interest, pot already reported

Wj your corrcsponqaBt.uaH cone to light in refo-
«ooe to the execoMo ol the W victims of the Vir¬
ginias. In regard to

THE OUO.T INCURRED BT BPBHIRI
in hastening the executions, it is certain that
Consul Hchmitt attempted to communicate with
his colleague at Kingston, but was prevented of so
doing by the Governor of Santiago de Cuba, Rriga-
dier Harriet, who stopped the telegrams, which,-if
considered very mildly, was au unpardonable dis¬
courtesy to the (Tnlted States government.
It is also asserted that Bis Excellency
the Captain Geueral could not communicate
orders received irom Spain in time to save the
lives oI the unfortunate victims. True enough the
first four were slam beiore he knew or the capture
or .before he had even disembarked from the
steamer that brought him. Hut If energy and a
desire to spare the lives of the crew shot on th e
afternoon of the 7th and ol the 12 executed on the
morning of the Dili had been manliest, the order
from Spain could have been undoubtedly trans¬
mitted, save by unlorseen accidents. That tele¬
graphic communications were open from Havana
tottanzandlo caunot be questioned. We received
tlie news of the attack on Manzanlilo by the insur¬
gents the day after its occurrence. A steamer
from Manzanlilo to Santiago de Cuba woulu
scarcely employ above eight hours, and several
Spanish steamers were in that port. If there had
been a will, surely a way could have been found to
prevent all executions subsequent to those of Hem-
beta, Kyan, Cespedes and Hoi.

HONORS TO THK COLONIAL MINISTER.
The Spanish mall steamer Antonio Lopez ar¬

rived ou Thursday evening with His Excellency
the Colonial Minister and snlte on board. The
streets were still hung-with the flags and banners
which bad been thrown out in celebration of the
Vtrgiuius affair. The next morning (yesterday)
at nine o'clock, and at the usual place oi landing,
His Excellency disembarked and was received
with all the honors due to a Captain General,
which Is the corresponding rank he Is entitled to.
and committees from the casino Espanoi (the
Common Conncil), who lodge him at the palace,
and other corporations awaited him upon the
wharf and volunteer foroes lined the way from the
wharf to the palace. His Excellency Santiago Holer
y P1A, the Minister or Ultramar, is a young
man, of medium height, full body, large
black whiskers and full eyes, which give
a serious and even stolid expression. He may
well be considered a very handsome man. Soler
was born in Karceiona, where he studied law. He
is considered very talented ana even well versed
in politics, as from very early youth he has played
a conspicuous part among the republicans' ol
Hpain. For the first time

"VIVA LA REPUBLICA"
was heard In the streets 01 Havana, Minister Soler
being the prompter, for otherwise the people would
have been too timid, or rather too much alraid to
utter the cry. Ucfore retiring Into the palace he
turned to the people and called lor the "m'tws" to
the Itepnblic oi Spam, Cuba Espanola and the city
of Havana, which were replied to Dy a numerous
throng with enthusiasm. The volunteers, who
lined the streets, apparently felt chagiined at the
Minister not "vlvatng" them. The Superior Politi¬
cal Secretary has published for geueral intelli¬
gence the oraer Irom Spain communicating the in¬
tended departure of His Excellency the Minister
ana the purposes and object of his visit.

MANIFESTATION OF PURPOSES.
The following purposes have been manifested:.

The firm resolution which the government of the
Republic has to establish order and peace in the
peninsula Is still more strongly held regarding
those provinces which, far irom the mother coun¬
try, need great care and attention in preference.
The Island of Cuba, disturbed by a senseless rebel¬
lion which pretends to threaten the integrity or
the country, and which finds in the conditions of
the country and its climate the means to prolong
itself, now needs that the action of the government
respecting It should be vigorous and decisive, in
order to conclude at once, and at any coat, a strug¬
gle whose continuance deprives it of tne benefit of
peace, prevents the development of Its wealth,
and is a constant obstacle to the initiation
ol reforms which humanity and civilization
jointly demand. Further, its grave, economic
situation, damaged credit and increased distrust,
the Treasury having been obliged to use all its re¬
ceipts to pnt a stop to that situation, makes It in-
dispensable to submit the Exchequer to a well-
ordered plan, which shall obtain lor the govern¬
ment the resources necessary for its pacification
and, at the same time, the means by which these
extra charges shall redound to the benefit and
prosperity or the island. Not the less strongly
does the problem or slavery demand a quick solu¬
tion. The government hopes that this grave
subject, so intertwined with the social and econ¬
omic order of the island, shall be resolved with the
concurrence and aid of all, and that it cannot lie
doubted but that the pnblic conscience awaits with
increasing impatience the day tor its abolition.

A SIGNIFICANT HINT.
The foregoing is very well pnt, but the oligarchy

of the island manage affairs, and even if the Min¬
ister's and government's intentions were the best,
we all know what it means to come to this island.

THE 1N8UROENTS' ATTACK ON MANZANIU.O.
Tour correspondent has received the following

private letter from Manzanlilo, dated the 17th
Inst., ironi an impartial witness of the affair:.On
the night of the 10th lnst., at half-past ten o'clock.

'"¦urgent* commanded by Cahxto Garcia
YOlgnez.not Vicente Garcia, as stated by the
Spaniards and who report him dead.and Modesto
Diaz, attacked this town. The particulars of the
attack are as follows:.At the honr mentioned
a few volleys were heard from the east
part of the city, which, in abont a
a quarter of an honr were followed on the west¬
ern side by abont the same number, evidently the
preconcerted signal agreed upon by the Insurgents
for the attack. A .heavy lire was immediately
commenced by the insurgents, which was answered
all along the line 01 the lorreonea. or small tower
block honses. which surround the city. The insur¬
gents, however, paid no attention to this reply
from the Spanish lorces. bus passed by them, and
within an honr after the attack had commenced
penetrated into the town and divided into three
columns of about 700 men each. As soon as they
got well Into the town small parties were formed,
whose object was to force, by their fire, the Span¬
ish foroes and volunteers towards the centre of
the town, the public square, which was effected
alter an hour's steady firing, and at midnight they
remained complete masters of the situation, save,
of.course, the Plaza de Armas, or public square, to
whtch they had gradually forced all the troops and
volunteers. At four o'clock id the morning, alter
fonr hours had been devoted to a thorough search
for provisions, arms and ammunition, of which
they obtained an immense qnantlty, the call for a
retreat was sounded.

THB VALUE OF THE BOOTY

,t.ht8 aUac* 18 calculated at over
«2eo,°00, and it Is supposed the amount oi money
also obtained by tne Insurgents was about $40 ooo.
The following are the names of a number of
..lm i*r!?clRai c8tobU®bments that were sacked
ElNavio,' belonging to Don Ensebio Camino,

the house of Messrs. Vasquez A Brothers, that 0/
Messrs. Riera A Brother, the store "El Rev " be¬
longing to Torres A Roea: "La Eqnldad," of Pavel
?».

'8' /ii18* '10n8e Antonio Comit and
others. these were establishments of wealth?
owners. A number of second and third rate stores
were also sacked. Upon

.. .
THB RETREAT

of the insurgents the forts Gerona and Zaragoza
and three war vessels anchored in the port fired
their cannons upon the enemy, but uselessly, m
the Insurgents retreated under cover of the town

pufpo«e a road which winds
the lower p&rt ol tne city* The ineurgentu left

behind them 4 dead in the streets, and carried
off About 30 wonnded, according to reliable re-
Potts. /he Spanish forces, volunteers and regu¬
lars, lost 9 killed and 20 wounded.

FACTS AND OPINIONS ABOUT THE
CASE.

A letter from Havana Pays the people there
would refuse to allow any order from Madrid to
deliver up the Virginius or make other reparation
for her seizure and the execution or her crew to
be carried out. Preparations for defence are
being actively pushed forward. Guns are being
mounted at all suitable points. Advertisements
appear In the different papers for an unlimited
number of laborers to work on the arsenals. The
volunteers have orders to drill two or three times
a week.
The vox as Cuba says, in regard to the report

from Washington that castelar has telegraphed
the Captain General to execute no more of the Vlr¬
ginius prisoners:."It cannot be true, since the
sentences have been imposed by a tribunal of
jnstlcc In accordance with our laws. The Executive
of the Spanish Republic has not sufflcleut powerto Issue such an absurd order."

It says the Captain General of the Island, In
order to extinguish the rebellion, has power to im¬
pose the death penalty on any one taken In acts of
treason and force against the government, and
asks:."How, then, would the Executive of the
Spanish Republic dare to govern In contravention
or the law, and to override justice, exposing his
authority to contempt, merely to please certain
foreign pirates."
An extract from a private letter from Manza-

nlllo, November 14, says:...Un the IStta a body of
Spanish troops, numbering about ooo, entered this
city by way of the Bayamo road, thus taking awayall the troops garrisoning the small towns In the
Interior, and exposing them openly to the inroads
or the Cubans. The work of forming barricades Is
still going on, and tnose already made are beingstrengthened. Last night an alarm was cansed by
firing being heard at the camp, three mlies dis¬
tant, and the Tort fired one gun as a signal. Every
man able to bear arms was called out and met on
the square. The Insurgents are reported to
have irom a,ooo to 4,000 men near here
and another attack Is momentarily expected. But
little time for sleep is given and the troops and
citizens are nearly tired out by continued alarms.
The flags on the different consulates remain,
hoisted both day and night. To-day the Spanish
foroe referred to as having arrived, left again, for
what purpose is not known, as the orders were
not disclosed, and alf the volunteers, upon the
troops leaving, were ordered out this afternoon to
guard the town during the night. Twelve to 14
persons have been arrested without the
slightest cause, except that they were Cubans, and
lodged in the common jail, one of tnem
being a lady. The British man-of-war Woodiark
arrived here on the 10th and left again on the fol¬
lowing day. The Cubans who entered the town
¦aid tney stood in no need of expeditions or arms
from abroad, as when any were wanted they knew
where to go and take them. and. la fact, they

helped themselves very freely to everything tfcat
could be carried off. The Hpanlsh papers admit
that the light of Hacra has been one or the severest
lougbt Btmie the breaking out or the insur¬
rection, the Cubans rushing up to within 40 paces
of the cannon's mouth."

AX EYE WITNESS OF THE HAS-
8ACEE.

Story of it PaiMSgtr from Santiago dt
Cuba.Thr Rolling of the Drum* at the
Kxrcittion.The Survivors Confined in
»«K1 Careel Wacional."
At seven o'clock yesterday morning the steamer

City of Mertda, bringing letters from Havana
unaer date or 22d Inst., and Hassan, N. P.,
26th, arrived off Htaten Island. A Hjcrald re¬

porter boarded the vessel In the bay and entered
the cabin in Bearch of passengers irom Santiago
tie Cnba who might be able to give any details re¬

specting the recent massacre at that city or the
Virgiutus "expeditionists." The search was not in
vain, and soon a dignified Spaniard was found
sipping his coffee, and after a little hesitation con¬
sented to make the following statement:.

FURTHER TIDIMdS PROM SANTIAGO KB CUBA.
"My name is Pranclsco Koig, and I am an old

resident of Santiago de Cnba, which place I left on

the l«th Inst. There were three executions, at
which 4, 37 and 12 men were shot, making a total
of 03 executed. There were, wnen I left Santiago,
112 prisoners in the city prison or Santiago de Cuba,
situate in Mariue street. I did not hear any of the
victims say anything before their execution, as
the noise made by the drums of the military
drowned any talking they might have indulged in.
Four soldiers, 1 th ilk, were told off to shoot eaeli
man at the slaughter house, aud tlicy were posted
at about lfr yards from the condemned men. Two
s..lps-of-war were In the harbor when I left, one
English and one American. 1 know Ilrigadier
General iiurriel personally, and know him to be a
very patriotic Spaniard. I heard about the conver-
sations of soiueol the men who were to ueshot, >>ut
did not kuow wno tney were when executed. The
excitement about the executions was last dying
out when I leit Santiago."
As the reporter was leaving Mr. Roig, he said,

"The napes or the men noi oxeci tod have boon
published iu the Santiago papers, and I am sorry 1
have not a copy oi oue to give yoa."

WHAT MA.IOK III,RICH UAH TO SAY.
Another passenger of the City ol Morula, from

Havana, was Major lllrich, ol this city, who lias
been travelling In Cuba since the commencement
of this month, having vlHitcd Havana, M&tun/.as,
Cienluegos, Trinidad and Batabano. Tne following
is the Htateinent made by this gentleman to tne
Herami reporter:.
"While at Havana I saw our Consul General, Mr.

Hall, and In speaking of the Virginius afiuir he
seemed to feel the mat ter very deeply, and stig-
matlzed the killing of the inen on board the Vir-
ginius as a butchery. Spain is utterly powerless
to carry oat its laws in Cuba. Tne Captain Ueu-
era Is jor years pant have been in the habit of
pigeon-holing objectionable edicts sent out iroro
Madrid. The whole country is "run" bv the
Spanish clubs, of which Znluetu, the wealthy
slaveholder, is, 1 am told, the President at Ha¬
vana."
Reporter.What do yon think of the annexation

Idea, Major lllrich r
Major llijucH.Well, t~at is a puzzling question.

If the United States wanted to make any use of
Cuba we should have to clear off all the Spaniards
in the place, In the same wav as we should have to
do If we annexed Mexico, qpba is a glorious land,
and in my whole travels I have never seen any¬
thing more beautiful than the Valley of the Yumurl
at Matanzas, where the soil has yielded sugar crops
for a century and a hair without becoming Im¬
poverished. The present wanare is rapidly ruining
the Island, and I am told on what I believe to be
reliable authority that upwards of 176,ooo men
have already perished in the struggle. In Havana
the Spaniards are consoling themselves with tne
beliel that the United States will not go to war
under any pretext. American citizens there leel.
however, that anless Uncle Sam buckles on his
armor and shows his teeth, our flag will be even
less respected than It Is at the present moment by
these worthless and treacherous "Dons."

NEW YOEK ON THE WAE CEISIS

Gleaning! of Public Sentiment.'Wait¬
ing, but in Barneit.The Cuban
Headquarters.Reply to <4,ueaada and
Del Castillo.Germans Co-Operating
With Cubans.
? very anxious state of feeling perva«le<l the

public mind yesterday In consequence or the infor¬
mation contained in the morning papers, and con¬
firmed by tbe despatches to the afternoon dallies,
setting forth the critical position or negotiations
in reference to the Spanish-American complica¬
tions. Everywhere the desire to learn the latest
iota of intelligence was made manifest, and at
no time since the imbroglio was inaugu¬
rated has the situation been deemed
so seriously portentous. The accounts were stim¬
ulated, too, by tbe information that the govern¬
ment had Issued farther orders, directing that
operations now being conducted In the various
navy yards be pressed forward with all possible
despatch. Among mercantile, commercial and
financial circles there was no other public topic
discussed, and if most be conceded that the atti¬
tude of the government In displaying such energy
for the emergency was warmly endorsed. The
only thing that people expressed their anxiety
about was that the government appeared in¬
clined, If anything, to be rather

LENIENT TOWARD CA8TELAR
and his Ministry. People look upon this Virginias
complication as an affair in which the grossest af-
iront was offered to the nation and the most un¬
justifiable violence to its citizens as well as to
other persons who were nnder the protection of
the flag, in thiB view of the case, therefore, they
think that if concessions are to be made anywhere,
they should he made by Bpatn by a display or
promptitude In affording redress that would be
more nearly compatible with the indecent haste
displayed in the condemnation 01 the vessel aud
the Infliction of punishment on her crew.
Tbe people look at this question in the concrete

and think that a government really intending to
make reparation sbonld show as much commend¬
able alacrity in doing Justice as was shown in vlo-
latlug Justice. It is remarkable likewise what a
very positive analysis of the status and capa¬
bilities of Spain as a republic the public have made
since this question arose. It Is conceded almost
everywhere that republicanism Is an impractica¬
bility among the people of the Iberian Peninsula,
and that the present effort to establish it there is
a pure delusion that as a government it is a sham
and Irresponsible, and that tnere Is no rea¬
son why we should submit to the caprice,
exaction or cozzeniug of a government claiming
indulgence through kinship with our svstem, when
Its only resemblance is in the name, without even
reasonable hope of any further realization 01 the
similarity.

THE COMMUNICATIONS PASSING
between the Department of Mate at Washington
and the bpanfsh Cabinet at Madrid yesterday were
very volnnflnous, and a Herald reporter learned
that the government held one ol the transatlantic
telegraphic cables without intermission from ten
o'clock yesterday morning until nearly lour o'clock
in the afternoon in tbe transmission and receipt
of cipher despatches.
Tne public mind is now resting qnietly nnder the

conviction that there will be no solution of the
question but by the arbitrament of force, and ac¬
cordingly view the matter with ail due gravity.
The wild cry for revenge which went up from the
nation when the, news of the outrage was first
communicated tias to a large extent died out,
partly by lapas of time, and next In consequence
of the tact that the public see that tbe government
at Washington has resolved to act with delibera¬
tion, Ignoring entirely the clamor of the people.
They are waiting now to see whether the adminis¬
tration which has displayed so much nerve in
dealing with the American people will exhibit
tbe same reaolntion In pressing and enlorcing the
demands of tnose same people for justice from a
foreign power. The people have made up their
minds that they are to nave satisfaction for the
affront and wrongs done them; and should there
lie any failure on the part of their representatives
lu securing that reparation, either through the
medium of reason and right or of force and Jus¬
tice, tbe people will undoubtedly make a tremend¬
ous issue of it in the next series of contests at tbe
polls,

THE AMTGOS OF CTBA
were, as usual, in session at their rooms yesterday,
and a long private session of the Executive Com¬
mittee was held.
A communication was received by the society

from the representatives and officers of the Ger¬
man mass meeting held 011 the 21st 01 November
at Germanla Hall. The letter was accompanied i>y
the resolutions adopted at that meeting and the
names of the committee of 21 appointed to co¬
operate with the Society of Amljos in reference to
the cause of Cuban liberation. The letter closed
wtth the request that the society would notify the
Committee of Oo-operatlon,as to a time and place
suitable for a Joint conference. The letter was
signed by William Radde as President and 8.
Bro to berg and Henry Herts as Vice Presidents.
The following letter In

RKTI.Y TO qUZSADA AND DEL CASTILLO
was prepared by the committee yesterday:.

Nsw Yoss. Nov. «8, 1873. )
llBAPQtunTva.* Astoos ra Ccsa, a! Exchange place. J

To the Editor or thk Herald:.
Nib.The general terms In which Meter*. Manuel (jucs-

eda and Carlos del Castillo have couched the communi¬
cation published In yesterday's Herald, setting forth
that they are the only persons properly authorised to
collect funds in this city and forward aid to the forces of
the Cuban Republic compel u» to declare that the
Society of Amicus de Cuba was organized nnder the
authority that every eltizen of the united Stats* has to
do any set which la not In Iter It In eontrsvention of sny
existing law, having been normally constituted s
society on the (My following the recep.
tion of Urn Information Stat these, gentlemen
had been appointed "confidential agents.'1 outside of
this rlgnt, however, tbe society bolus exprsu permission

from the executive powers ofCuba, no that individual ac¬
tion may he exercised lor the boot fit ol the sacred cause
of the Cuban revolution. This authorization was com¬
municated to the Amigos de Cuba by the same Mr. Cas¬
tillo, lie having previously been the bearer of such au¬
thority to the Association of Laborantea. It ap¬
pears somewhat strange, therefore, that tlio
''confidential agency" nan forgotten that there
was such a document In existence at the time
ol writing their letter. The standing of the perrons who
are gt the heal of our society, and which should inspire
the confidence ol members as well as of strangers, has
accomplished this to such an extent as to enable them to
collect agum many thousands of dollars, which we ap-

Jilled to the assistance of our brethren who are fighting
or UU ny and the independence of our country. Having
at the same time ihe satisfaction of working in accord
with other American societies who have opened to us
their fraternal arms, we feel that these gentle¬
men, in their position aa "confidential agents,"
should appreciate with us the value of
these accessions to the strength of the cau»e,
and not endeavor, as ihey have done (perhaps uninten¬
tionally), to cmb.trra>si the general movement in benalf
of the liberation of the Island, at a time when the Amer¬
ican people »re ma nileating so much interest in the ob¬
jects and efforts o< the Society of Ainijos de Tuba.
We are with great consideration your humble servants,

General J. J. Villi gus, President; liilurlo Cisneros,
Francisco Artenga, fcecretar.es; Viccnto Mestrt, Viceuto
Bueuo, Juan Diaz.
in addition to this the society deem It ex¬

pedient to state that 8eiior Don Miirucl de Aidamn
is the Treasurer, and that the sentiments of the
above communication are concurred in by tieneiai
Francisco V. Aguilera.

STATESMEN ON THE SPANISH
QUESTION.

Vies** of Lake P. Poland, of Vermont.
"We Will Trent the t(ue«tiou Firmly,
bat Dispansioaaielv.
A Herald reporter conversed yesterday with the

Hon. huko P. Poland, member of Congress irom
Vermont, about the Cuban imbroglio. Mr. Poland t

was at the Grand Central Hotel, being on bis way
to Washington. Mr. Poland gave bis views with
his usual deliberation.
Kki-oktkb.What do you think of the Cuban im-

broglio, Judge ? '

Mr. Poland.My views on this snbject are

scarcely sufficiently matured to merit publicity.
I have been so busy with iny own affairs lutely that
1 have had no tune to give this matter the close
study which it would seem to require.
Kkhoktkh.-What do you think of the demands

made upon Spain by our government 1
Mr Poland.We.l, 1 am uot sufficiently informed

In regard to the legal status oi tne vessel to know
what ar.- the precise duties which should devolve
upon the United states. I suppose it was under¬
stood that the vessel was going with arms to aid
the insurgents in Cuba. and whether she was null
entitled to our protection is more than I know.
Hhe was sailing under the United Htatcs nag, and,
prtm& facie, that

tiAVE HER A NATIONAL CHARACTER.
But. I don't know whetner she was legally regis¬
tered. I have seen In the newspapers statements
that she had regular registry as an American ves¬
sel, but I don't know whether this was a lact.

Kei oktkk.What do you think of the attitude of
our government, Judge ?
Mr. Poland.I have no doubt that our govern¬

ment will give proper protection to all our vessels.
Moreover, I do not know what the Cuban law in

regard to such cases is. Everybody agrees tbat
th£ men were treated with very great lnnQmamty.
To tell you the truth, I regard both parties down
there as barbarians, and l doubt whether there is
much to choose between them.
Rekorteh. Have you hopes of a peaceful solution

of the question 1
Mr. Poland.d can't believe tbat the Spanish

goverment, which seems scarcely able to keep its
head out of water, will refuse to accede to any
reasonable demands of the UniteJ States. They
must be aware that in a contest of main force
Spain would have no chance at alh The Spanish
government has too much on its hands already.
In regard to the past trouble with the authorities
In Cuba, 1 must say this.a great deal has been
done by Cuban patriots and 1

HOLDERS OK CUBAN BONDS j
to involve us in difficulties witn Spain. That Dr.
Houard.or Howard as they called bun to make a

Yankee out of him.for instance, baa'no more

right to the protection of the United States than I
nave *to that of Spain. For the last lonr or five
years they have inundated the country with these
Cuban bonds, and gentlemen whose pockets are
loll of these bonds would, of course, like to aid the
insurgents.
Reporter.What will Congress aof
Mr. Poland.I realty have no idea what congress

will do. I have no doubt the President in his Mes-
sage will give us all the Information in his posses¬
sion. I am in favor of treating the subject
firmly, resolutely, but dispassionately. There
are some who will, of course, immediately
cry, "War 1 warl" but I am not in favor of any
such hasty action, hpaln will undoubtedly accede
to our demands. The Spanish government knows
that, if we had a war, all we should have to do
would be to send a force down to take Cuba, and
that wonid be the end of it. Besides, we wonid
have an Immense advantage In this.we should
have the war right at onr door, while they would
have to carry it on from across the ocean. Spain
has no naval force that It can spare now, and it is
a donotiul question every few days whether the
government itseir will stand.
Reporter.And if Spain should refuse to accede

to our just demands 1
Mr. Poland.Then the result may be war; but 1

repeat that I have all confidence in Mr. fish and
the President, and believe tbat they

WILL ONLT HAKE SUCH JUST DEMANDS
as Spain will be morally compelled to accede to
(with a frank smile). You might imagine that a
very strong Power might seek war with a very
weak nation on unreasonable pretexts, but it is
not very likely tbat a very small Power would
seek war with a very great Power on unreason¬
able pretexts (smiling still). I must confess I
.f18 little jealous or those gentlemen who flannt
their views when they havte given but little atten-
tion to the facts of the cne.
Reporter.What do you think of the demands of

onr government as staked in the Herald's special
despatches from Madrid f

F

Mr. Poland.Well, I think the demand for the
surrender oi the Virginias is reasonable, because
she violated only onr laws, if she violated any, and
we ought to have had a chance to punisn all those

violated them. The demand for the surrender
of the surviving members of the crew would stand
upon the same ground.
Reporter.Aud as to the demand for the punish¬

ment of the batchers?
¥ri Poland.i hat depends on whether they

acted In conformity with their own laws. If this
was tne case we could not ask the Spanish govern¬
ment to punish them. If these poor victims were
put to death, however, In violation of their own
laws, we surely have the right to ask lor

THK rD"s,8UMENr OK THE BUTCHERS.
PotTiRj.And as to the demand for Indemnity

to the families oi the victims ?

r/'iCiL^NDTLWe11, they had in Cuba an in-
?i I authorizing such an execution then we

,.,~u .Ja!e 5° r,®hl 10 make this demand. ThiB
Btf"d8 practically on tne same gronnd as

Sii.inand r°.r the Punishment of the butchers.
reporter.I suppose a good cical will depend on

tfmcomplexlon of the Committee on Foreign Kela-

coarse the President's Message
on this subject will be referred to this committee.
(Laughing.) we should have a lively time out if
Banks was at the head of the committee. He was
always a fast friend of the Cuban patriots.
RirotTiE.And the effect of war on onr lan¬

guishing Industries f .
th® government wonid, of

more
Rnjai many "Hugs, and It is

2!!i« }1 £ ttiat tm»in0M would Improve in coiise-

2 wpsfirn lt) .Bj lhebY®> 1 noticed thst
^Pre^n'atlve said a war would "ben-

fnr war wParty- Well, I Shall UOt VOte
LT5r ?n any 800,1 grounds.
With this the interview ended.

Views of General Bea Butler.A Good
Ntory About the Dog That Bites Man¬
kind.
General Butler was at the Fifth Avenuo Hotel

yesterday, and told a Herald reporter such a good
story abont a certain dog.no Spanish dog, of
coarse.that It is well worth relating. General
Butler and the reporter were talking abont the
Cnban imbroglio when the story crossed his mind.
"My views on the CubaD question," the General

said, closing bis one historic eye and opening the
other very wide, "have already been published In
the Herald; but I might tell yon a story hDont a
dog, which has some bearing on this question.
There are are two neighbors in this story of mine,
and one or them has a cross dog that bites m«n-
kiud. This dog also bites the other neighbor'schildren. -Now, if the latter geptletnan were
kindly disposed, he would say, 'Yon must shut upthis dog and pay my doctor's bill.' if ne were not
kindly disposed, he would shoot the dog on the
.pot.
"Now, If the owner of the dog would say: Twill

agree to shut up my dog and pay the bill, but yonmust give me time,' the answer should be, 'I'll
Sive you time;' but If he would neither shut up the
og, nor pay the bill. It wonid be the dnty of theinjured man to shut up the dog and sue for thebill. However, if the owner -of vhe4og said hewould agree to shut up the dog and pay the bill,but tbat he could not control tne dog, the Injuredman would probably take hie own gon and snootthe dog.
"And now. at to who this dog who bltea man-

kind it.l think it describes the Spaniards in Cuba
exactly."
General Butler laughed very moeh while he told

this story.

Ex-Governor Heymoar'i Views.A Calm
sad Dignified Review of the Whole
Question.Kepriitala Rather than War.
Kx-Governor Seymour gave his views to the re¬

porter in his parlor in the St. Nicholas Hotel. The
kindly old gentleman looks as fresh and strongas .

ever, and speaks with the same trankness and sin¬
cerity. The reception he extended to the reporter
was extremely courteous.
Governor Sbymoi'B (pacing the room, and speak¬

ing very dellberatelyf.The capture of the Vir¬
ginias was a clear violation or our national rights,
and there is no donbt that the American people
are greatly shocked at the massacre or the crew.
It Is not cosy to say to what lengths
the people will go In righting this wrong. Most
men are in favor of war so' long as they believe
that there will be no war.and in saying this I
think I express the opinion of the people in my
district.but so soon as the danger of war becomes
imminent men look more thoughtfully to the re¬

sults. There iB no donbt that there is a general
feeling that the attitude of the government should
have prevented such an occurrence. 'Hie Cuban
authorities would never bave committed such an

outrage if they had felt that it would lead to any
action of oar government.

WHICH MIGHT OVERTHROW TURK.
For some, reason, however, our foreign policy has
failed to impress other nations with the belief that
we are prompt to rcnem any insults to our flag.
It is believed that if the Virginius had been a ves¬
sel sailing under the English Sag, uuder like cir¬
cumstances, the treatment of her crew would have
becu a very different one. There is a general feel¬
ing that this matter should be brought to such au

Issue that hereafter American rights, American
citizens and Aineucan property shall be fuily pro¬
tected by the llag of tiie ouuut ry.
Rkfobtek.Do you think the people wish for

war V
Governor Sby moi'R.I do not think that onr peo¬

ple wish lor war. For man' reasons they would
deplore it. However, this question has un¬
doubtedly assumed a very grave aspect, and it is
not dearly seen now the matter could be adjusted.
(Of course I know nothing of the character of the
diplomatic correspondence between the two
Cabinets). The position or our own government,
as well as that 01 Spain, is lull oi embarrassments.
On the oue baud, the United btat.es have suf¬
fered insulin and wrongs wbieh they cannot over¬
look, audit is very clear, on the other hand, that
the bpanish Ministry may nut ue able to make the
concessions which It may deem just. The man who
is at the head of the Spanish Ministry, Casteiar, is
one of the foremost men of our time. He is
struggling to establish

A PltUB AMI I.IBKKAL GOVERNMENT
upon the soli or Spain. He Is a warm irtend and
admirer ol our institutions. It is a hard thing lor
as t.> press upon him lor concessions which may
overthrow his power, deteat the great aim and
purpose of his lite, nay, which may imperil tnat
life in the event of one of those wild revolutionary
changes which Spain Is nnnappily liable to suffer.
This lact undoubtedly qualities. In a great degree,
tuc feeling of me American people, and makes
them desirons of some peaceful anu honorable
solution of the whole difficulty, I confess 1 do
not see how this is to be brought about,
but I know nothing about tne state oi the nego¬
tiations oetween the two governments, and I can
only express my hope that American honor will be
fnlly vindicated without the evils of a civil war and
wiinout the smi spectacle of a prominent power like
republican America striking down the new formed
Republic of Bpaiu, that is struggling lor existence
against so many difficulties and so many hostile
influences. Under ordinary circumstances we
might get ont oi our dilemma by submitting the
question to some form oi arbitration, but the seiz¬
ure oi the Virginius and the massacre of her crew
were acts so clearly wrong that it seems difficult

TO ADMIT A SHADOW OK RIGHT
in the conduct of the Cuban authorities, which
would be implied by a submission oi the question
to a third party.Repoktbh.i)o you approve of the demands made
upon Spain as published in the Herald T
Governor hetmocb.Well, I certainly approve of

the demand for the surrender of the vessel and tor
an assurance that the conduct of the butchers
should be carefully looked tnto, and that they
should be promptly punished if found guilty. If
.Spain refuses to accede to our demands I shall
still not cry ror war. 1 should rather be
in favor of reprisals, because then you might
submit the question to arbitration. Yes, I
would prefer such reprisals to a war
which would probably be attended with distress to
our workingmen and great injury to the business
of the country. You see, this would be merely a
naval war, and therefore quite differeut lrom the
last war. It would not give employment to land
forces

EXCFTT TO A VERY LIMITED DEGREE.
It is not for me to give an opinion as to tn< course
of the government and to sit in judgment on au
administration to which 1 am politically opposed,
but I hope aud trust that they are animated by a
desire to vindicate the national honor, and. on the
other hand, to weigh duly the grave results which
must follow upon a state of warfare with a foreign
nation and the possible complications that may
grow out of it.

This terminated the interview.

THE LONDON PRESS AND CUBA.
"If the Boandarlti of Interactional Lev
Should Be Pound to Have Been Trans¬
gressed In the Brutal Massacres Now In
Progress the United States Will Hare a

Legitimate Right to Interfere*"
[Prom tbe London Times, Not. 14.]

For more than a generation the ambitions spirits
of the American Union have cast longing glances
npon tbe Island 6r Cuba, tbe fairest and now
almost tbe sole remaining gem In tbe once rich
diadem of Spanish empire In the Western Conti¬
nent. While tbe slave power still survived in tbe
Southern States and was omnipotent In
the affairs of the Union the annexation of
Cuba was constantly put forward, even by
politicians of respectable position, as a legitimate
enterprise. Spain was at peace with tbe United
States, and tbe government of Queen Isabella,
ill-regulated as it.was, both in Its domestic and
its colonial policy, was careful to abstain from
offending American susceptibilities. Yet "the
Order ol the Lone Star" was supported by many
men whose names are conspicuous in tbe history of
tbe United states. The filibustering enterprises of
Lopez in I860 and 1851 were disavowed by tbe gov¬
ernment of President Fillmore, though many
Americans took part In tbem and several were
captured and put to death by the Cuban authori¬
ties. In 1861 the agitation grew so keen and so

dangerous tbat France and England proposed
to the government of tbe United States a
tripartite treaty securing tbe Indepen¬
dence of the island, but the party then
In power in Washington, judging that
tbe fruit was ripe, refused to enter into any such
arrangement. The iriiit was not ripe, however;
the grand scheme of Walker, tbe filibustering
general, whose designs were happily brougnt to a
close by the determination of a British officer,
broke down, and wheu the slave power piayod
Its last card under Mr. Buchanan's Presidency
tbe "question of Cuba" was still unsettled. In
1868 Mr. Buchanan, without even pretending
to consnlt either the Spanish government or
tbe population of the island, sent a message to
Congress proposing to annex Cuba, offering pay¬
ment, Indeed, hut demanaing tbe forcible expro¬
priation of the .Spaniards. This high-handed pro¬
ceeding excited equal indignation at Havana
and at Madrid, and, the public opinion of
the Union being now much divided by
the great domestic issues arising, the Presi¬
dent's proposal to use force lor the annexation
of the colony fell through. After the civil
war tbe relations of the United States towards
Cuba underwent, of course, a complete change.
PreviotJbly annexation had been advocated by the
frionds or slavery, seeking the new fields that are
ever needed for the development of that peculiar
form ot Industry. Since the war tbe extinction of
the slave system which still exists in Cuba has been
the pretext, if not the real object, of the movement
which has made so much stir Ln the United States,
soon after the ontbreak of the present Cuban in¬
surrection a revolutionary committee was estab¬
lished in New York, which Has not only undertaken
to supply the insurgents with arms and mnnltions
of war, but has endeavored to stir up public opinionin the United states in favor of annexation, or at
least intervention.
The capture of the Virginias and the wholesale

execution of her crew will more rapidly ripen the
projects of the Cuban Junta at New York than anyintrigue or agitation ltts ln their power to Initiate.President Grant haB already shown that he leans
towards Intervention ln Cuba, and, Indeed, with the
exception of our own IV ellington, It may be said
that all distinguished soldiers, when they turn
statesmen, desire t enlarge the bonds ol the Em¬
pire they rule. President Grant's avowed ten¬
dencies in this direction have endangered his
popularity with his own party, and hitherto have
given him no compensating influence with any
other section of the community. The violeuce of
which the Cubans, or, rather, the Spanish party ln
Cuba, have now been guilty, Is likely enough to
give the President's views the assistance of an
btiffry popular movement, especially <f it can be
shown tbat the Spanish party in tbe island, In spite
ofexplicit commands from Madrid, have persisted in
putting American subjects to death by the sentence
ot a military tribunal. It is not yet ascertained
whether any American citizens among the 106
passengers taken on board the Virginius have
been executed by the Cnban conrt martial, bnt we
are convinced that, in the present mood of the
Cuban "volunteers." American citizenship would

trailu little to procure mercy u Selior Castelar'r
order to procure release. The horrible massacre*
perpetrated by these volunteers, la ipliw
of the efforts.honest and energetic aa vo
believe them to have been.or the Span¬
ish military authorities, give us little reason
to nope that the law of nations will have been
scrupulously observed by ther tibuual at Santiago.,
if the boundaries of International law should bo
found to have been transgressed In the orutal mas¬
sacres uow in progress, the United States wilt]
have a legitimate right to interiere. Whether the.
government of President Grant will think It wism
to insist upon that right may tie open to question.'
Hut in any ease we think the American people
have given us no reason to doubt thut they will
act when circumstances compel them to acti tem¬
perately and Justly.
"The Cabinet of General Grant Will
Have the Sympathy of Europe in Its
Determination that the Losg Dine of
Oatru.gr* Perpetrated By the gpanisla
Volunteers In Cuba Shall Come to am
Bad."

[From the Dally News, Nov. 14.]
The affair of the Vlrginius has brought the rela¬

tions o( Spain and the United states to a very
serious point. Cuba has long been a source of un¬
easiness between them; It now threatens to be tha
occasion of an open rupture. The Spanish volun¬
teers in the Island have chosen to put themselves
lu the worst possible posltlou in such a conflict.
Their own sanguinary conduct, if the half that
is reported of theiu 1s true, has already destroyed
all grounds of public sympathy with the govern¬
ment which protects them, so long as the slave¬
holders of the South coveted Cuba, not merely as
the key of the Gulf, or a luxurious resort for
invalids, but as a nursery rot slavery, the whole
civilized world sympathised with Spam in holding
on to Its splendid possession. Hut lor some
six years past Cuba herself has been in
insurrection against the Spanish slaveholders,
and Spain, in holding the island by mala lorce. is
fighting not merely to perpetuate her own rule,
but slavery along with it. The execution of the
prisoners captured on board a blockade runner-
some of them American citizens.ami the exulta¬
tion of the Havana press over tills summary ven¬
geance have given likelihood and color to the
stories or wholesale executions which have long
made the civilized world uncomiortable. The
Americans have a right to be indignant,
especially now that the government at Madrid has
shown its inability to maintain lis control over us
dependency. The Cabinet of General Grant will
have the sympathy of Europe in its determination
thut the lo'ug line ol outrages perpetrated by tne
.Spanish volunteers in Cuba shall come to an end.
So popular a stop as lorcibte Interference in Cuba
may well tempt General Grant's Cabinet, now that
the Cuban authorities have given a plausible oc¬
casion lor it.

"In Such Tempest* of National Anger si

a Deed of Blood Dike This May Will
Cause Nice f*olnta of International
Daw Get Swept Away."

[From the London Telegraph, Nov. l*.]
It Is not surprising to hear irom New York and

Pennsylvania that the feelings of the Americans
are intensely roused. People there who do not
want to have Cuba, and detest tae practice of flit-
bustcrlsm, must be deeply irritated to see sach a.

massacre or their countrymen committed
m contempt of the Stars and Stripes.
There were not mauy in England wno
could approve of the Deerhound's recentr-
expedition; but if every person on board that
troublesome little craft had been fusilladed there
would have been an outcry of just wrath against
the Spaniards. We, can hardly wonder, then,
that the United States government has armed
aDd despatched powerful vessels of war. and
that a fleet large enough to blow Morro Castle
from Its foundations will soon be near the
place where these sanguinary deeds have oeeu
committed. There is already matter enough, aa
things stand, for energetic action; but if the furi¬
ous Cubans massacre any more of their prisoners.
General Grant will And it a dlillcult task to mode¬
rate the leclings ot toe Americans, annexation¬
ists and non-aunexationists alike. Indeed, m
such tempests or national anger as a deed
of blood like this may well cause nice points of
international law get swept away. It is not
likely that the American lron-clads will be con¬
tent with inquiring how far on the Virginias was
from the coast of Jamaica, or to what degree her
privateering objects were proved, i'hey are much4
more likely to demand the Judges of the court mar-
tial as their prisoners, to be put on trial at New
York for murder, and to hold a rich sugar port or
two till the government is changed and a heavy
sum of money paid to the families ot
the slaughtered Americans. But if they do
as uracil as this, why should they do so
lit tie? That will be the perilous problem
discussed by a hundred passionate Journals and'
speakers, who wl.l poiut out that Cuba is only
nominally Spanish if It derides the message of
clemency sent from the Madrid government, and
lights its enemies with a murderer's weapons.
11 the Washington government be ever so measured
in its dealings with the Cubans it Is clear that Hie
rebellion on one side and the annexation party ou
the other have now a chance of which they will not
be slow to avail themselves.

..To the Powerful Enemy Who Wm Ap>
parently Only Waiting tor Intervene
tion They Hare Furnished Not a Pre*
text, hat a Justification."

[From the Dally News, Nor. 16.]
It is, Indeed, difficult to say with exactness

whether the terrible manner in which the officers
and crew of the Virginias have been dealt with
complicates or simplifies the relations between
the United States and Cuba. ? great
majority of the citizens of the former conn*
try will probably think that how at last the
whole business is made clear and simple. They
will regard it, whatever their natural horror at
the cruely of the deed, as one of those provi¬
dential calamities which men are fond of
considering as specially sent to stir op lagging
human energy. Ir a cruel and capricious man
is always torturing his children, maltreating his
servants, and rendering himself hateiul to
all around, while the one powerful neighbor
who could easily chastise him holds back because of
a scrapie as to his rlght.of interference, a good
many spectators will think there is a certain
advantage gained when, in a freak 01 half insane
passion, the tyrant assails one 01 the strong man's
own household. We are not surprised to hear
that the war leellDg is waxing stronger and more
general, A considerable proportion of the Ameri¬
can public will experience a certain sense of relief
in tUe conviction that now at last the government
of General Grant must act. We should do Justice
to that government. It has refrained for yean,
and under all the pressure of a strong popular ex¬
citement, from anything like an undue tnterfer*
euce in the colonial affutrs of Spain. No cause Could
be more widely favored among the American people
than that of Cuoa. Many Americans, doubtless,
wanted Cnba for themselves. Many others felt a
sincere desire to see the Island freed irom Spanish
rale. Some were driven into detestation of Spam
by sheer disgust at the brutal cruelties by wnlch
the representatives of Spanish authority were
vainly trying to put down the rebellion. . . .

To the powerful enemy who was apparently only
waiting for a pretext for Intervention they have
furnisned not a pretext, bnt a justification/ The
"Spanish fury" has made itseir a deathless name
for cruelty; bnt the Cnban fnry is as blundering aa
it is cruel.

..The Vast Majority of Batchers Come
from Old Spain, or Are Allied to the
Old Spanish Party.'*
[From the London Dally Telegraph, Nov. 16.]

The massacre at Santiago of Captain Fry and
the crew, with many passengers, of the blockade
runner Vlrglnlus, is only one of a series
of lerocloas carnivals In which Los
voluntaries have* indulged, not merely
against Los Jnaurrectos bat against Ml who
in the- remotest degree could be 'suspected
of sympathizing with Cuban independence. The
executions at Santiago are neither more nor less
horrible than the slaughter of the boy students at
Havana, who were shot by the score for an offence
so venial that it mignt have been amply met by
an imposition of nlty lines; yet these deeds
have been equalled, if not surpassed, in manyother places throughout the colony. Were this
merely a question of stamping ont a negro revolt
Europe might be horrified, but she mightnave less cause to be astonished. The descendants
of those who, as Sir Arthur Helps has toftd as, so
completely exterminated the Indians would have
little scrapie in crashing the life out of the muti¬
nous black man. .In all the Cnban elmanaca, to tbo
date of the great slave rising 80 years since
are appended the significant words, "Puer-
ternente reprimaOa y canttgada." That, re¬
bellion was "castigated" with a ven-

. getiuce. Hundreds.we might almost, without
risk of exaggeration, say thousands.of black men
and women became the victims of the planters'
vengeance, and were systematically burned alivebroken ou the wheel, garroted, hanged, shot orflogged to death. From a servile war merer isusually absent; bnt the present straggle Is notone of desperate bondsmen and Implacablemasters, it is a war of white men againstwhite men, and it is only fair to theCreoles to state that the balance of atrocUvweighs not against them bnt against thc Pemn'suiares. The vast majority of the batchers hn»«
come from Old Spain, or are allied to the Old Span¬ish party. How should It be otherwise f in theSim!! iit'T conspiracies, ofpalace or legislativeIntrigues, alwa* s culminating in Judicial blood¬shed, what elso could bo expected t The Penin¬sular pprty id Oaba are only Aotng that which was
ana uonsaies Bravo, One party or aiiotiisrthe upper hand in a perpetual game ofsedition, and the cry of the netwi has alwaysbeen Fa vietis / TO look at the military execu-

OONTINUED 01 8EVEHTH PAOB.


