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The Navy Department Puiting
Forth its Strength for War.

e

Positive Orders for Speedy Preparations
in All the Yards.

Great Britain Will Demand the Release
of Her Captive Subjects and Rep-
aration for Her Murdered Nine,

Is to Strike an
pendent Blow.

-

Further Heodwinking About Our
Spanish Friendly Relations.

She Inde-

Diplomatic Dodging Toward Sec-
retary Figh.

NEWS FRCM MADRID.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YOHK HERALD.
A Note to the United States Govermment
Under Cabinet Consideration=The Vir-
giniog Case Not To Be Submitted to

Emperor Wilhelm.

Mapnin, Nov. 25, 1873,
A Cabinet council was held yesterday, at which
@ note 1o be sent to the government of the United
‘Btates was under consideration. 1t is denied that
the Spunish government {8 digposed to srubmit the
Virginius question to the Emperor of Germany for
arbitration.

NEWS FROM CUBA.,

TELECRAM TO THE NEW YCRK HERALD.
Bpanish Press Opinion on War=Even
Without the Mother Country's Aid,
Bpanish Cuba Would Keep Safe the
Banner,

HAVANA, Nov. 25, 16873,
The Diario de la Marina has an editorial to-day,
of which the following ie an extract:—

Y“The Washington government knows to-day and
the United States Congress will know to-morrow
the justice with which the Spanish suthorities
have acted. They will take care of the national
bhonor without suffering themselves to be in,
fluenced by the cries of the masges, who
know not what these Cuban ‘patriots’ are.
Far from our minds be the leeling of
arrogance;  further Btill  the feeling of
debility from our hearts, We neither seek nor
‘shun peril. If the Americans oblige ua to fight, fight
we will. If the mother country can aid us we will
thank her; butif we must contend alone there
are enough Spaniards in Cuba to keep our banner
Bafe. 'We will sell very dearly that which was once
The most brilliant fower in the c¢rown of Castile.”

Press Opinion as to Arbitration—The
ldes of Smeh a Method of Settlement n
Fabrication of the Encmy—Screnade

to Soler Y. Pia.
HAVANA, Nov, 25, 1873,

The Constanclia indignantly repudiates the idea
that Spain could consent to submit the settlement
of the Virginius question to arbitration. It does
mot believe that such a proposition has been seri-
ously enterialned, and pronounces the Madrid
despatch reporting it a pure fabrication of the
enemles of Spain. who seek by this and
#imilar falsehoods to mislead public opin.
fon. It continoes:—"Our country eanoot
have descended to such a degree as
1o abdicate the rights of a frec nation. We think
the laborantes and their sympathizers invented
this sug zestion, with enda that &ll loyal Spamards
«<an divine, knowing well that the object of all their
dntrigues and falsehoods 18 to defeat the right of
Bpaln to pelze such vessels a8 the Virginius and
Ppunish in accordance with the law of all nations
the Alibusters they may bring to our shoree."

SERENADE TO SENOR BOLER Y FLA.

A grand reception and serenade were given to-
night to Sefior Soler y Pia, the Colonial Minister, at
the Casino Espaifiol.

JMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON.

OMcial Concealment Ceases=Chiefs of
Naval Bureaus Ofdenil to Put Forth
Full Strength in Making Rendy—Ad-
miral Case, of the European Squad-
rom, Ordered to Hey West, Leaving
enly One Ship at Cadiz.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 25, 1878,

The mask has fallen. Beiween duplicity and
diplomacy the information lmparted to corre-
spondents in Washington during the past week
has been but a series of positive statements coun-
teracted by positive denials of what the warlike
purposges of the government really meant. It is now
beyond conceziment that every effort i3 being put
jJorth in anticipation of actual hostilities with

Bpaln. The Secretary of the Navy last evening re-

elved information which qrickened, if possitle,

the activity of his department in preparing for the
erigis, Orders, peremptory and plenary, were |s-
sued by the Secretary to the chiefs of the bureaus of
ordnanee, equipment and recrulting, yards and
docks, navigation, medicine and surgery, pro-
mislons and clovhing, steam engineering and con-
ptructlon  and  repalr, to proceed at once
to put the payy In the Dbest possible
eondition, without walting for his approval,
the chlef of each bureau to sce that his
orders were executed with the least possible
delay, and to consider themselves atliberty to act
in an unrestricted manner, The results to be ob-
Rained were immediate, and prompt action was

@xpected. The pext orders lssued were to Rear
dAdmiral Case, commanding the European
#quadron, to Jeave but one ship ot

©adiz, and procecd with the other vessels
mnder full steam to Key West, Despatenes were
then prepared for the Rear Admirals commanding
the South Pacific and Sonth Atlantic stations,
‘which are now on their way to order all
the vessels of their fleets to Key West
mnder steam, and report to the Navy Department
’-s that point,

A telegram was sent to the commander of the
[East India squadron informing him of the gravity
of the sitoation, and to issue orders at once to
every vessel of the fleel Lo prepare for any emers
Egeney,

The Macedonian, a relic of the war of 1812, was
wordered to Key West a8 a storeship for ordoance
supplies, and Commander F. R. Smith to duty at
fhat point an luspector of ordnance, A chief en-
gmeer was ordered, with a large detall of founders
sud mechanies, to report at the same polot, to

dovk arver (he repalrs of she iron-clads equipped with

o~
APPAT Aaa for distilling water for the ngé of the fleet,
andgnll the paraphernalia for keeping the vessels
i, complete order, simitar to what England did
during the Crimean war,

The heavy iron-clad Boanoke, now fitting out |

at New York, was assigned to the harbor
defence of that city, The Dictator
Key West, und the plans of the deck of the Colorado
ordered 1o be changed 50 a8 to allow an lnorease
of armament of 11 Inch guns,

Secretary Hobeson 4t nioe o'elock took the train
for Fhiladelphin, where he personally direcred
the  work he  done on  the lron-
clads at League Island, and to-morrow  will
reach Brooklyn (o inspeéct the work slready fin-
ished and give such orders a8 in his judgment may
e necessary,

To-day telegrams were sent to the commandants
at Portsmouth, loston, Norfolk, Pensacola and
Mare Island, directing them to hssien with the
utmost despatch the work already assigned them,

In the War Department the Engineer Burein
wias engaged in preparing plans for the placing of
torpedoes for all the harbor defences of the coast,

When the news was recelved at the Navy De-
partment that the British government bad actn-
aliy ordersd her largest and most efficient ves-
sels in the North American squadron to proceed
at once to Cuban waters, there was no mistaking
the feeling which fund expression in such terms
a8 “That 18 the best news yet ;" “England is always
ready for whatever may bhappen;’ “She keeps a
first class tron-clad in the most remote waters;”
“I1 the British government has done this it means
that our slugglsh government will receive a lesson
not soon forgotten.”

While the uews was being diseussed a subordi-
nate naval officer remarked that the newspapers
ingisted that everything was pacific. *1 should
say that everything was Atiantic,” said o vener-
able officer, us he brushed away the dust from the
covers of a copy of the “British Admiralty Navy
List.” The st was quickly scanned for the
name of the Royal Alfred, the fagehip of the
North American and West India squadron. Bhe 18
armor plated, of 4,008 tond, and 800 horge power,
commanded by Capraln Henry F. Nicholson, and
bears the browd peanant of Vice Admiral Edward E,
Fanshawe. The Danae, which has already arrived at
Santiago to carry out the order of the British gov-
ernment is of 1,267 tons, carrying six guns, and the
Woodiark, of 663 tons and three guns, Is algo there,

to

Lo

The HBellerophon, now on her way o
Cuoba, to eventoally relieve the  Royal
Alpert, |8 an armor-plated snip, carrying

15 guns, and commanded by Captain R. Wells, and
will be the fagship of Rear Admiral Wellegley.
On arriving at Hermuda she will algo  be
assigned for duty in Cuban waters until the
present troubles are over. The sam¢ prepara-
tians are being made under orders {rom the British
government that are now being carried out by our
government.

This information, which has already reached
Madrid, was undoubtedly the cause of the volumi-
nous despatches which were received last night
and to-day at the Spanish Legation and
the Stafe Department. The British Legation
also received very long cable telegrams, the puor-
port of which, It is sald, relate 1o instructions to
the British Minjster respecting the Virginius
matter,

THE ETATE DEPARTMENT

wag aglow with excitement. The Secretary was
evidently very much concerned at the news
received both from Sickles and our Minister in
London. The ealvanon of the Spanish Re-
pablie depended upon one man, and that
wag Castelar. His removal would end all hope for
peaceiul settlement of the pending questions, The
buzz of curiesity pervaded the whole buliding.
The clerks went about the building as though the
head of the department was in a dying condition,
Convergation was carried on in & low volce for fear
the anxlety which could not be kept from the face
might be doubly told in their words, and the out-
side world would learn of the serious state of
affairs which really existed. Ink in this emergency
was of no avall, The Secretary proceeded to the
White House to attend

THE MOST IMPORTANT CABINET MEETING BYER OHELD
UNDER THIS ADMINIETRATION,

the resnlt of which will appear Iin the President's

message, for there I8 now no hope of matters

mendaing before the meeting of Congress,

The War Fecling Revived Owing to
the Rumored Fall of the Castelar
Administration — Naval Preparations

on the Fullest Seale—=Great Britain
Will Demand the Relemse of Her
Subjects and Indemnity for the

Families of the Murdered Nine.
WasmiNGgTON, Nov, 25, 1873,

The war feeling has revived to-day. For a day or
two everyiling has been comparatively gquiet
The industrious rnmor-maker has slept upon his
pen. Everybody who had anything to say on the
subject ventured the opinion that there would be
no war. This opinion was given in a languids
weary way, a8 if tne subj nnder dise hada
forever lost 118 interest. Last night came news
that changed all this. Information was received
by the government that the Republic of Castelar
Wwis on the verge of & downitall; that there was a
congpiracy on the part ol the monarchists to over-
throw the Republic and secure the accession of a
representative of royalty. This has again brought
up the old war feeling.

THE NAVY DEFARTMENT STILL ACTIVE.

At the Navy Department to-day therc has been
the greatest possible activity, Upon receipt of the
news last night, Secretary Robeson left for Phil-
adelphin, where he is personally inspecting the
work. Thence ne will go to New York for the same
purpoge, The present attitude ol the Navy Depart-
ment indicates that the government {8 redoubling
its preparations for war, from whicn it may be in-
ferred that hostilities are more imminent to.day
than they were during the earlier stage of the
Cuban excitement. For some reason or other

GREAT BRITAIN SEEMS PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS THAT
THERE SHOULD BE A WAR

between this country and Spain. The object In
view Is explained by some on the ground of Eng-
land's disiike to see the Republic in Spain triumph,
and ita desire to hasten any complication which
woulit bring about its downfall, The course that
she I8 about to pursue in relation to the British
subjects caplured on the Virginiug wil), It 18
thought, force, by power of its bold example, the
United States into making an aggressive move,
theagh there 18 no doubt that whatever difMculties
muy arise between this conntry and Spain, Great
Biritaln will not take a hand in the fight.

Informaetion has been recelved this afternoon
that

A BRITISH FLEET 1S NOW UNDER WAY TO CUBA,
with orders to obtaio the release of 16 British sub-
jects taken on bonrd the Virginius, who are im-
prisoned st Santiago. This release (s to be ob-
tained vy falr means, If possible, but to be ob-
tained anyhow. In addition to the vessels already
under way the moat poweriul iron-clad in the Brit-
I8 squadron, the Royal Alired, flagstip of the Ad-
miral, earrying 16 guns, has been ordered to sml
from Bermuda to Havana, ‘The British fleet in the
West Indies 18 not as numerons as the Spanish,
but  stil @ formidable one. Great  Britain
will demand, besides the reloase of the 16 Britiah
prisoners, indemnity for the lamilies of nine exe-
cnted onek, but 18 Lo proceed independently of any
#ction on the part of the United States, The 1p
prironers  above mentioned are all Jamalca
uegrovs, moptly mioers, and tlis explalug e

renson why their Britlsh natlonality became so
eusily known to their government. They were
shipped on board the Virginios at Kingston, bat, on
learning the perflous pature of the expedition,
attempted to escape. They were caught and put
ip frons Ly those in command of the Virginius,

Cabinet Discussion on the Situation—
Supposed Hecelpt of Despaiches by
Seerctnry Fish snd Admiral FPolo=—
The Necrctary and Minister In Con.
ference—=The Pence Tone Prevalling—

Naval Matters.
WASHINGTON, Nov. 256, 1873,

The Cabinet wag In session only about Lwo hours
to-dy, Al the members were present except
secretary Robeson, who I8 In Philadelphls in con-
nection with oaval preparations, The Spanish
question was debated, but no additional facis were
preseuted by the Secretary of State, nor was any
new action taken relative »o the subject, Nothing
has occurred since the capture of the Virginios
and the executions which followed to show that
the Spanish government is influenced by any but a
[riendly desire to preserve

PEACE BETWEBN TIHE TWO NATIONE,

and, if possible, to cultivate stronger relations of
iriendship,  This government will act toward
Spain as toward all other countries in cases of con-
troversy, and await with proper respect replies to
our complaints, There 18, however, anxiety ex-
pregsed for inteliigence from Spain of a decisive
character, in order that Congress may, in the
President’s Message, be made acqualpted with the
lwcts,  There are

INDICATIONS THAT DESPATCHES WERE RECEIVED
to-night by both Becretary Fish and Admiral Polo,
the Spanish Minister from Moadrid, of a character
which gives, more than heretofore, promise of a
peacelul solution of the present complications;
and it is known that these gentlemen were i pri-
vate conference for geverul hours to-night at the
resldence of Mr, Fish, comparing despatches and
discussing generally the situation of affairs, It
secmis Lo be the impression that instead of our
guvernment having to walt for reports from
Minigter Slekles concerning the Spanish Cabinet’s
VIO Wa,

TUE SPANISH CARINET HAS CONFERRED EXTRAORDI-
NARY POWERS ON ADMIRAL POLO

to communicate directly with our government
through the Secretary of State, Al &ll events, the
Spanish Minister I8 now brought into more intl-
mate communication with Secretary Figh than av
any time since the present tronble began. It was
remarked to-night by a gentleman prominently
connected wich this government that things look
Iar more hopeful now than ever,
THE NAVY DEPARTMENT,

informing iteelf of the facilities of the varions pri-
vate ship yards and engine fmetories, has given out
altogether she following named work, which 18
being vigorously prosecuted :—

Quintard & Murphy, engines for new sloops;
Delamater Iron Works, repairing Inctator ; Atlantic
Iron Works, of Bustou, bullding engines for two
sloops; Hartford Iron Works, engines for gloops-
of-war; Chawmp & Song, of Philadelpbla, overhauling
four monitors; Harlan & Hollingsworth, of Wil-
mngion, overhanling three monjtors; Wright &
Co., of Newbure, building engines for sloops-of-
war; RHoach & Sons’ Morgan Iron Works, at New
York, repairing Roanoke and building engines for
sloops-of-ward ; and at Chester, building two sloops-
ol-war and thelr machinery and repairing two
monitors,

The work now being done is all within the ap-
propriation made by Congress,

A letter from Norfolk speaks of the arrival of the
gteamer Ossipee from Newport alter

ONE OF THE MOST REMALREABLE PASSAGES,

for severity of weather, probably on record. Atter
being an hour at sea, on Sunday, she encountered
a terrific eyclione, accompanied with hail, of about
60 minotes’ duration. At midnight the severe wind
culminaten In another cycloneé, Next evemny the
EBhip encountered another and more farious tem-
pest. It lasteda all Monday pight and part of the
next day. A third storm, accompanied with snow,
subsequently overtook her. The Ogsipee has proven
10 be one of the most seaworthy and thoroughly
reliable ships that ever floated, and all hands on
board are loud in thewr expressions of admiration
of her admirable sea-going qualities.

THE SHAWMUT TO BE PITTED OUT—THE FORTUNE
LAUNCHED,

Orders were received at the Washington Navy
Yard this morning to fit the Shawmut for sea with
all possible despatch, In order to carry out the
above order the heads of the different mechanical
departments of the yard will put to work all the
men that can be employed to advantage, both
nlght and day. The Fortune was launclied this
morning and will be ready for sea in a few days,
She will carry two 30 pound rifled guns in addition
to her torpedo attachment,

The Rumored (.'h;n.‘e of Administration
in Spain=No Official Advices on the
Subject=Continuance of Naval Prepa~

rations,
WASRINGTON, Nov. 25, 1878,

The first intimation yesterday of a probable
change of adiministration in Spain, with Serrano as
Dictator, came through British official sources,
To-day the story is varied in another quarter—
namely, that the Castelar government 18 to be
overthirown by a comblnation of ruling Spaniarda,
The plan I8 =aid to include the establishment of
Marshal Serruno as Hegent for the young Doke
Altongo. Our government has no official advices
on the subject, nor does it consider these reporis
trustworthy.

CONCERNING THE ORDERS FOR SUSPENBION AT THE
NAVY YARDE

The Construction Bureau of the Navy Depart.
ment says i work at soy of the navy yards has
been suspended It I8 not because of orders from
Washington. It was only to-day that orders were
gent from the burcan to make some additional re-
pairs on the Colorado at New York, The Roanoke
is pot intended lor tne North Atlantic squadron,
but for the mouth of the bharbor, and ae for che

Dictator, there was very little work remalning to

be done to her,

How the Joint Claims Commission Was
HBrought About_Senor Sagasta’s Diplo=
matie Lectures to BSecretary Fish—A
Parallel Drawn Between Acts of the
Unfied States During the Rebelllon and
Those of Spain in Cuba.

WasnINGTON, Nov. 25, 1873,

When Mr. Fish directed Mr. Sickles to bring to
the notice of the Spanieh government the several
decrees of Captain General Valmaseda, authorizing
and directing summary arresats aiu imprisonments,
military executions and destructions and embar-
goes of property as agencies in the sup-
pregsion of the Cuban rebelllon and to pro-
test against the same a8 violations of the

Treaty of 1705, the late Sefior Sagasta, the

Minister of Forelgn Afairs, defended those de-

crecs on the ground that they were necesaitles of

war, abounding in historical precedents and sanc-
tioned by the rules of modern international law.

Mr. Sagasta quoted particularly the wholesale

and indiscriminate devastation by General Sher-

man of the country he traversed on the cele.
brated march from Atianta to the sea, and the

Instructions for the government of armies in the

fleld prepared by the late Dr, Lieber and promiuls

gated by the late Becretary Stanton. These in-
structions, defined by Mr. Sagasta as the frst codi-
fication of the laws of war, recognize

THE LEGALITY OF THE DESTRUCTION OR MUTILATION
OF ARMED ENEMIES AND PERSONS

and the seizure and destruetion of property, and
count as rebels those In & territory occupied or
conguersd by an army who rise against that army
or the authorities it has established. They incur
the penalty of death whether they rise singly or in
number, or at the (nstigation of sheir government
or not, They are nol prisoners of war, nor en-
titled to treatment a8 such, even where they are
digcovered and arrested before their conspiracy
has attained to open rebellion, or before they have
committed any acts of violence, Mr, Sagasts was
certaln that the United States government would
not disown these principles, whatever others

might think of them, and he Wwas quite
a8 certaln that their scope had never
been  exceeded In  the conduct of the

Spanish suthorities in Cuba or even complefely
filied, and he professed surprise that Spain shonid
be 80 severcly judged for is partial use of the
powers and rights clalmed and exercised by other

nations, Mr. Sagagia aleo complained of the Lok, |

cal eourse of secretary Pigsh In denouncing the
measures of the Spanish oMelnls in relation to
EMBARGOING THE PEOPERTY OF INSURGENTS

us & violation of the treaty rights of American citi-
Zens, without walting to see (f any such citizens
were really injured by the decree of embargo,
whether tnhose who claimed to be injured were
really American citizens, and whether they had
been denled justice in the ordinary administration
of local justice. IHe also threw in the teeth
of Mr. Fish the Jlatter's nstructions to our
Consul Genersl at Havana in May, 1869, intended to
limit the mischievous glalms of native Cubans wno
assumed the character of American citizens or
Spaunish subjects, as thelr personal safety and
pecunliary interests suggested, PFurther than this,
he took up the seventh article of the Treaty of 1795,
upon which Mr, Fish depended for the restriction,
in form of American citlzens, real or assumod, of
the right clulmed by Spain onder the recognized
lawe of war to soppress an insurrection within
her own territory. He analyzed the article, and
argued that the embargo referred only to the de-
tention of vessels or the tuking of effects for the
use of military expeditions or for any pablie or
private use. He maintained that the embargo
meant was that known by the name of angaria,
a8 defined In the dictiynary of the Spanish Acad-
emy, and

FUT IT TO THE LOGICAL ACUMEN OR COMMON SENSE
OF OUR SECRETARY OF STATE

whethier it was u supposable case that oue govern-
ment aould deliberately couclude a convention
with another by which It stripped ftsell of the

means  of efMecinally ocontrolling those who
might endsnger ita very existence. Mr.
Bognsta reminded our government that 1t

had precedent claims to whalever censure or
orlginality attached to the use of emhbargo in gen-
eral, by quoting for its Information the act of Cou-
gress of July 17, 1862, requiring the President wo selze
the estates and personal property of the Southern
rebels, and apply the proceeds to the support of
the army of the United States, and the President’s
order to the military commanders to excoute the
law for him witlun their respective jurksdletions.
Next Mr. Sagasta resalled to the memory of the Sec-
retary of State that the prineiple of International
law, which holis that the stranger who violates the
laws of the country in which he abides is denied
the protection of that conntry to which he helongs,
and thus putting himsell beyond the pale of iater-
national law, remains wholly subject to the law of
the place where he resides, Finally, Mr, Bagusta
agreed to
THE APPOINTMENT OF A JOINT COMMISSION

to settie the claims of American citizens who might
fall of justice in the Spanish courts of Caba or frowm
the Spanish government after prool of their cltizen-
ship and thelr previous grievances. It was from
this correspondence that gfew the Spanish-Ameris
can Clnims Commission, alter much additional dis-
cussion and further concesslons on the part of
Spain, in probable exchange for the forbearanee ol
our government in withholding recognition of
Cuban belligerency.

The fact which Mr, Fish fings most diflcult now
to get over I8, that the Spanlsh government jong
ago assumed the legal responsibliity for the mode
ofconducting the war in Cuba, and defended the
implication of American cltizens and their prop-
erty in the casualties of civii war on high legal
grounds, making conceesions only by way of good
Will and in virtual barter for our long preserved
neatrallty. Allthis i8 considered here a8 evidence
that Spanish diplomacy 8 a8 muaeh guperior to that
of our State Departinent a8 her iron-clads are 1o
wooden holks,

NAVAL PREPARATIONS.

-

Orders Have Not Been Countermannded
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard=The Work
Goes Hravely On—Opinlons of Oiflicers
Upon the sabject of War.

The news from Washington, published in the
HERALD yesterday, to the effect that the Secretary
of the Navy had ordered that all work should be
#uspendea on board the jron-clads and monitors,
bad the effoct of cuusing consternation among the
mechanics, whd were looking torward 1o 4 con
tinuance of employment. Among the oficers of the
station the feellng of chagrin was very great, us
they had hoped that there was “business ahead
this time.” As the day wore on and neither mails
or telegraph brougnt intelligence effecting business
in the navy yard, & more hopetul outlook dawned,

and the  warlike work went merrily
on in each and every department.,
None of the orders transmitted to officers,
detaching them  from shore duty and

ordering them to ships were countermanded,
aespite the puablished information of the Navy
Department concerning the revocation of orders,
Inveed, In every department the work went
bravely forward. A number of men were taken on
in the morning, but the outside pressure for em-
ployment continues very great, and hundreds
stand about the Navy Yard gate the lve-long day
Wwalting for an opportunity to talk with this “boss"
or that “prominent poiitician™ and soliclt his ald
in procuring work., The total force employed I8
2,000, of which 542 are in the Steam Engineering
Department, 300 in the Equipment Department and
250 1n the Ordnance Department, the balance being
| avsorbed by the Provision and Clothing and other
Bureaus,

The Colorado has her top gallantmasts up, and
her rigging will be completed by Saturday. There
were 450 men occupied in ftting her out yester-
day. Coaling is progressing rapidly, the bunkers
being full. Shot and shell are being stored in the
magazine night and day. Painters and carpenters
gre at work on the interior und the caulkers on
the sides, while the decks are being scraped and
cleaned.

The Minnesota, which Is destinea to be the
divisional fagship of Commodore Rodgers, has 115
men at work. Tne Florida has 50 machinists and
a number of carpenters at work. Her pent hous-

ing wae undergoing demolition yesterday.

‘Ihe iron three-turreted ship Hoanoke is [n the
nands of John Hoach's machinists, there being 89
men en:ugetl in overbauling her macoinery. The
moupitor Dictator gives work to 78 boiler makers
and other machinists from Roach's Iron Works.

The store ship Hupplliy. Captain Babecock, will
come up to the yard to-day and will go out of com-
mission on Thursduy next,

There was a very lnrﬁo influx of visitors at the
yard yesierday, and Mr. Hipple, the gentieman
Who Issues the passes, was kept busy in acceding
to the requests of applicants for the rgrlvuege ol
urmﬂnz the wonders of the Navy Yard. Captain
Ralph Chandler will resume his post as asslstant
executive to-day, having returned from his trip
south with the steam yacht America,

- REINFORCEMENTS,

Om Monday afternoon the matl steamship which
gatied for South America carried orders to Rear
Admirsl strong, of the South American squadron,
o proceed at once with his fagship, the United
States sloop-of-war Lancaster, to Key West, Fla.,
and report for farther ordera. This is lmportant,
@8 It shows am intention on the part of
the Secretary of the Navy to augment the fleet in
Cuban waters to such an extent, that should an
early aggressive policy be decided upon by Con-
gress next week, a leet will be available,

CAPTAIN RANSOM,
the executive ofMcer of the yaird was happy yea.
terday morning npon not finding anything in'the
Washington malls to defer his hopes of early as-
suming command of the noble ship to which he
has been assigned—the Colorado. He expects to
be relleved on this station, on Monaay next, by
Captain R, W, Shufeldt,  When questioned upon
the change of the sitnation, he remarged:—The
prospects are not, perhaps, what | would wish, but
the chances for war are by no means over.” His
individual views are most decided upon the Issue
at stake, and his record warrants the assertion
thist in the event of hostilities he will win honor
for the navy and promotion jor the Colorgdo’s com-
mander,
A CHAPLAIN'S OPINION,

Chaplain Dorrance, who 8 one of the oldest per-
®ons in the navy, was one of those with whom the
wriler conversea upon the war question. The
Chaplaln is on the retired list, and I8 in sentiment,
in Keeping with his profession, a man of peace,

“There will be no war, sir,'" remarked the Chap-
laln.  *No war, sir, This agitation of the question
has come to some good, but It 18 a at pity that
1t should have been permitied to* die oat 80 soun,
for this reason—we were getting along very nicely ;
we were prepnrmﬁ our ships and poteing them in
good condition, this work s to stop here, then
the interests of the navy will sufter, Our ships
were sadly In need or repairs.  That which they
have undergone during the t two weeks 1s very

od, a8 [ sald, but we should kKeep 1t up, until the

Jeatern Congressmen open their eyes to a con-
sciousness of the fact that a great nation such as
l&}!er:“ur‘lloum have & navy to protect our com-

Tae Naval Constructor, Mr. Hanscom, says he
“loes not belleve the work will be stopped on this
station." . Mr. Yardly, the secretary of Admiral
Rowan, ¥d not ant Cipate any stop of the
work in hand, and could not account for the news-
paper degpateh to the contrary from Washington,

VIEWE OF A LIKUTENANT,

A liculenapt with whom the reporter talked

when he read of the “back track” woleh Uncle
Ham wins ukmg In the Spauish outrage question.
He sald ne could not see how we could back out of
our position and aiterwards claim any creditin the
title of American citizen, Our navy had been dis-
gracefully overiooked by Congress since the war, |
and the consequence is that we have descended in
the scale of nations in the estimation of the outside
world, wno judge of natlonal atrength not unfre-
qnontIr by torce of fleets and the superiority of
metal.  “18till hope,” saul the speaker, “that the
depressing news may not be verifled, and that
every vessel In our navy may be fitted out and
manned for service, At this yard they worked all
lust night and they will continus to work to-nignt,"

It is expected that beeretary Robeson will visit
the Navy Yard to-day for the purpose of conferring
| with the ofiicials concerning the wurk lo progress,

Naval Assignments.
WaASHINGION, Nov, 25, 1873,
Assistant Paymaster Lawrence G. HBogge and
Asslstant surgeon Hampden Aullck are ordered to

Fald that he was astonlshed and disheartened | from Cuba Libre had been received in New York

by the arrival of the steamer Crescent Oy, fromy
!!’aumt. The patriots have their agents in every
city in Cuba, and Important despatches are oftem
recelved by the Junta in this city, couched in mer-
cantile or ordinary chit-chat correspondence, News
by telegraph of expeditions is received in this eity
frequently, In spite of the censorship exerciseld
over the telegraphic buresu at Havana by the Cap-
tain General.

Funds are rapidly accumulating for the equip-
ment of new expemitions. The unnmgloyed clyar
makers will volunteer to a man, iv 18 believed, 5o
desirons are they to avenge the murder of their
brethren who went out in the Virginias, Great dis-
tress relgns among many of the Cubans here, who
while they hud money gaye every cent they could
spare for “the canse,” and now that so many of
thelr nnmber are out of work they feel of necessity
the bitter sting of poverty, In splte of this, how=
ever, the muajority of them think wore ol thelr
country’s woes than their own.

THE MASSACRE.

the Despateh.

Second Assistant Engineer Qeorge Cowie, Jr., to
the Maynower,

Captaln C. H. B, Caldwell has reported his arrival
home, having been detached frem the Lancaster,
of the South Atlantic station, on the 24th ult,, and
ordered to duty lo charge of the naval rendesyons
at Boston,

Captain George Il Preble 1s detached from com-
mand of the naval rendezvous at Boston and or-
dered to continne on spécial daty.

Commander James A, Greer 15 detached from the
command of the Tigress and placed on walting
orders,

Lieutenant Commander N, Mayo Dyer I8 de-
tached from the command of the torpedo station
and ordered to command the Mayflower.

Lieutenant Commander L. 1. Higginson i de-
| tached from the Naval Academy and ordered to the
Frianklliu as executive ofMcer,

Lieutenants Georgs F. Wilking and Robert M.
Berry are aetached (rom the Tigress and placed on
walting orders,

Lisutenant Thomas M. Gardner la detached from
the command of the Mayfower and ordered to
the Portemouth Navy Yord,

Lieutenant Wells 8 Pields hag reported his
arrival at San Franclseo, having beon detached
from the Lackawuunna, of the Asintiec squadron,
and ordered to Washington for douy to the Bureaun
of Navigation,

Acting Assistant Surgeon J. W. Elston i8 de-
tacned from she Tigress and ordared to temporary
duty at the New York Naval Hospital

Avgistant Paymaster George E. Bangs 19 de-
tached from the Tigress and ordered to settle nis
adeounts,

First Assistant Engineer John P, Kelly 18 de-
tached from the naval gtation ot New London and
ordered to the Phlladelphin Navy Yard.

Pirat Asglstant Engineer George W, Melvilie and
Becond Asdistant Willlam A, Mintza are detached
from the Tigress and ordered to the Philadelplia
Navy Yard.

No Buspension at the Philadelphin Navy
Yarl
PriLaDnELPOLIA, NOv. 25, 1873,

The work in the Navy Yard was as brigk to-lay as
At any time since our relations wWith Spain  became
threatening.

Commander Mullany positively denied that
there was any truth in the report, 8o far a8 the
Philaaelphin yard wag concerned, that orders had
been received from the Navy Department stopping
work. Orders were issued to-day to not admit any
vigitors on any pretext. Admiral Porter was here
to-day and made a thorcugh mspection of the
yard,

Orders were received to-lay by the commander
of the Finta, which I8 to be & despatch boat be-
tween Key West and our Cuban fleet, 1o procecd 1o
Key Weet immediately.

The Osslpec and Mahopac O for Key
West.
ForTRESS MONkoE, Va., Nov, 25, 1873,
The United States steamer ussipee and the mon-
itor mahopae, which were detained in the Hoads
yesterday by the stormn, =alled at elgnt o'clock
this morning for Key Wost, with a fair wind,

Working Day and Night on Cartridges—
The Colorade Likely to Be Fitted for

Sea.
BosToN, Nov. 25, 1873,

-

Interview with Passengers from Cubae
What Mr. Mattos, from Santinge de
Cubs, Has To Say=—Alleged Treachery
on the Virginius=The Boat Captured
by the Patriots at Manzanillo=Inter=
eating Detaily,

AB Lhe gray dawn broke over the Narrows yess
terday tne stéwmer Urescent Clty, commanded by
the well known Caprain Cortis, was scen forging
her way towards New York. Hardly had she pro-
gressed a mile when, thanks to a stout rope, a
HERALD reporter swung himsell on board, and @
minute later found himsell in the purser's snug-
gery, The purser kKindly consented to introduce
the reporter to several of the passengers, who
gave their views respecting the Virglnius tragedy
and aMairs in Cubs in general

The following 18 the statement of Mr. Louis AL
Marttes, a resident of Philudelphia, who was at
Santlago de Cuba daring a portion of the massacres
of the unfortunates captured on board tone Vir-
ginius i—

Tarrived at Santiago de Cuba on the 8th of No-
veuber, on a tiying visit to some ol my frlends
resident in that city. People who sympathized
with the Cuban canse were afrald to express their
opinions openly on the subject of the slanghter, on
the 4th of November, of Genperal Ryan, General
Viarona, General José, Jeans del Sol and Mr, Pedro
Cespedes,  All friends of Cuba Libre bewailed,
however, from the bottom of their hearts, the
brutal butchery. I was stoppingin the sane house

with the “fscal” of the court marclal, and
from  him 1 eleaned  what was  transpir-
ing with reterence to the trinl. I did not care to

afk too many guestions on the suabject, for the
matter was one which pained me to my heart's
core. 1did not go to see the executions of the nn«
fortunate victims, for I could have done no good
by belng present; and, to be frank with you, I
could not have mustersl courage to have wit-
nessed the irightful sight. Toe jubilations in
Santiago de Cuba were lmmense, a8 you can ims
agine, and the Spanlards were simply bestde thems-
gelves with joy over the capture of the “‘plrate’”
Virginius. As soon as I could I left-the city ol
bloud to return o the United Siates,
THE ATTACK ON MANZANILLO,

I ealled, on my way back to Havana, at Mane
zanlllo, which is, to the best of my judgment, abous
three-quarters of 4 mile square, with a population
of about 6,000 souls, and votained some information
wlich has not yet been vublished respecting the
attack on that city by the patriot forces, In spite
of the vombastic reports made by the military
governor ol that place that the assallants had at-
tacked Manzantllo on the 1ith and had been
badly besten in the artempt, although they at-
tacked the It on every side, sv Ilar so good,
That 18 the Spanish version. Now [ wiil tell you
what the real 1acts of the case are. The patriota,
numbering about 1,200, attucked the place at
night, and, alter stopping there for several hours,
lootea about $26,000 worth ol property, and lost
abouot 36 men in the task. In many of the houses
pillaged the wounded patriots leit bloody traces
behind them.

In one store a showcase, containing aboug
$10,000 worth of gold work and dininonas was cap-
tured, 2o that our (riends 1o the “Mamin" will have
as many watches aud chalns a8 they want. 1 am
told that the putriots are determined to avenge the
Virginius massacre in the most relentless fashion.
Nu guarter will be given to Spanish prisoners in
the luture, I belleve; for all ideas o1 mercy on their
glde towards Spaoish prisoners must surely be
banished from the Cuban mind by the Saatiago
massacre, The quality of mercy is twice blesse f.
know, but there are excepuons to every rule, and
considerin :s%anl:m barbarity and the heavy odda
aguinst which the Cubans are fghtlng, to give
guArter to men wno give no quarterto toe Cubans
is toolish and weak, to qualily it by no stronger
name.

The United States Cartridge Company commence
this week to run their works day and night, with
two sets of men. They have preasing orders for
several million cartridges from the War and Navy
departments and also large orders for commercial
work.

It 18 sald that the United Statea frigate Colorado
will be brought from New York to the Charlestown
Nuvy Yard to be fitred for sea.

Recruits Landed at Key West.,
Eey Wesr, Fla.,, Nov. 25, 1872,
The steamer General Meade stopped off the bar
to-day, and landed recruits for the naval squadron
here,

THE PUBLIC MIND ON THE CRISIS.

People RBecoming Distrustful of the
Policy of the Government=The Veter-
ans of 1812=¢Life in the 0ld Dogs
Yet"=Affairs Among the Cubans,

The war sentiment among the people i8 less
demonstrative than it was a few Jdays ago In this
city; but it exists none the less universally—it is
only exhausted in discussion, and disgustea
through the evidences which have evinced them-
selves that the government is paving the way for
a sort of milk-and-water back down; for in that
light alone will any lengthy arbitratlion between
the American and Spanish governments be con-
gidered, Every one who has had an opinion to
express on the ountrage itsell bas expressed it
long since and repeated it 500 times, and now they
criticise the probable course of the government,

Broadway yesterday, in celebration of the fact of
the anniversary of Evacuation Day, was literally
|_1ur1d with the national colore floating from the

flagstafMs on the housetops, and there is no reason
to doubt but that a greal proportion of this more
than customary display was due to the war senti-
ment which so powerfully agitates the public mind

At present.

The veterans of the war of 1812 1n the course of
the proceedings of ceiebration yesterday aaopted
the following resolutions :—

Whereas the flag of our country, for which we fonght
in the war of W12 and 1814, has been grossly insulted and
numbers of our citizens murdered, whilé the efforts of
our duly aceredited consuis have been met with con-
tempt and derision; and whereas in tho capture of the
Virginius and inhuman slaughter of her pnssengers and
crew, while nillnmnndnr the Ameriean flag, we feel that
every rﬂnclpla of humanity has been outrnged, and the
laws'of all civilized nations wiolated; and whereas the
Cuban patriots have beon several years stroggling for

their independence without receiving any recognition
froim the American government, who lhlﬂl A look back
@ first to ex-

at thelr own struggle fpr liberty and be t
tend the hand of u!lumf:mp to Cuba's Independent sons,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the honor of our country demands that
American citizens shall be protectod ws well in_foreign
lands as at home, a8 well at ses as on land; it Is the duty
of our government to protect her oitizens and detend our
fiag In such a manner that no foreign Power shall dare
to blot its brilliant folds with the stigma of disbonor or

disrespect
Kesaived, That as war appears to be the means by
which we can obtain satisfuctory redress for the glaring
outrage and horrible butcherics of Eantiago de Cuba,
which cast & stur on our national hotor and tralls our
fag in the dust, that we, as Americans and veteran sol-
diers and sallors, request the American government to
exact full and complete satlsimotion from Spain for the
outrages commitied by her reprosontatives in Cuba.
HResolved, That if Spain cannot control her officers In
Cuba, and does not hetd than responsible for their ac-
tlous, it becomes the plain duty of our government to
exercisn Its Pn»r. and by force of arms protect cur
citizens in all thetr rights and privileges,
ﬁmu’n“};d' “'l;h !l:a t:t(;ﬁgl:tﬁ:?&]mt ltlll.ththe United
'a shon o1} 7 erapl -
S ok, That b e Foun f g
ol o oung men of our coun
cas of war) will go Iorthyto lt% battle for their am:llq';
under its starry banner, while we are eomwﬂuad L]
ATt e it T L par o SF Wi g
i) 1] © pur
gariison duty l’ll and sbout the hnrgur of N:Lp\g;ﬁl:ming
The news spread yesterday among the Cubans
that the Republic of Castelar had oe&ed to exist;
and the general ldea was that this new comphea-
tion would make the Virginius matter still more
complicated in & diplomatie point of view. A
HERALD reporter called at the office of the Amigos
de Uuba yeaterday alternoon, at No, 52 Exchan
1ace, while the matter was under discussion. Mr.
lario Cisneros remarked :—Now we shall have
Senator Sumner's sympathy, now that his ldeal
republic in Spain 18 defunct, Mr. Sumner has o
great affegtion for young republics struggling 1n
‘their childhood, and I Liope he will say 8 good
word for ua fn Congress, Afterall,”” continned e,
“our republic I8 not so extremely juvenescent, for
we are now in the sixth year of our existence,
The Cubans present coincided with what Mr.
Clgneros suld, ko that Mr. Samner may noui con-r
sider himsell as retained by the prayerful wish o
the Junta to espouse the cause of 8 Cuban republic
mstead of o nish mockery of the term, whnich
Keeps some 400,000 human beings 1o slavery in ihe

"I-:vg.r Faithrul Isle.”

It was reported that some very lmportant news

A SPANISH POINT OF VIEW,

Anotner passenger was Mr. José Vega, a tobaceo
merchant, ol No, 157 Pear| street. This gentieman
believed that the Spaniah authorities were justified
in the capiure and execution of the Virginios
pirates. He raid :—*How 15 it that the 160 men oo
poard the Virgioins maae no attempt at defence,
but allowed themselves to be captared by the Tor-
nado’s boat like so many sheepf They bad arms
and boats, but falled to use elther, I
do not consider that the Spanish govern-
ment (8 to blame at all in the Vir-
ginius matter. You must not forget that
nearly all the Cuban fihbustering expeditions have
been fitted out in American waters, and that the
Spanish government cannot help leellng very in-
digoant over the matter, '’

r. Vega i3 o devoted admirer of Spanish rule,
and once was presented with a sword on account
of his patriotism by the Spanish volunteers, He is
now a reslaent of Brooklyn.

It is reported by one of the passengers of the
Crescent City that the lives of one or more of the
engineers of the Virginiua have been ngsred. on
account of services rendered 1o Spain, The same
informant told the HERALD reporter that the
Spaniards are working day and night in strength-
ening Morro Castle and other forts in and around
the city of Havana,

SHIPWRECKEED, THEN MURDERED.

A Waif from the “Slaughter House” of
Santiago de Cuba=A Dying Man's
Lmst Letter.

The following letter, written by Willam Baynard,
mate of the Virginius, was received through the
maiis in this city yesterday by Henry Smith, of No.
60 WesL street.

87, JAGO DE CUBA, Nov. 7, 1878,

My DEAR Bii—Since I leit New York in the ‘‘Isa-
bella' I have had bad luck attending me the whole
way. | was wrecked in Jacmel, Hsytl, in a horri-
cane on the 28th of Saptember last, and lost every-
thing., Then I was sent on to Kingston, Jamaica,
and was waiting tor the *Atlas" to take us to New
York, when | was offered a chance as mate of the
gteamship *Virginiug,' to go to Port Limon with
passengers, and when we got outside the
made for Cuba, and when we Wwere abou
40 miles off the coast of Cuba we were captured
by the Spanlsh war steamer Tornado and brought
here. They have condemned us all to be shot this
day at three P, M, Tell Mr. Miller, the mate of the
"‘V’uer Lily," and likewise Harry Vess, and he
can tell the rest of the folks.

Now my time I8 short. I am content to die.
knowing that I have done nothing koowlogly to
308 b g ltflﬁg'the dyin er of

iod bless you ¥er o

w lLLlfmAYNA RD,
Mate of the brig Isabella.

P. S8, —Besokindastogo to Mr. B, W

No. 31 0id slip, and tell them of my fate.

The letter s written on & sheet of French note
paper, with pale blue transverse rulings, resemb-
ling a water mark. Poor Baynard wrote an ex-

tremely neat  bhand, and appears even
while penming this last  terrible eplstie
to have maintained a remarkably calm
demeanor. There i8 not a false scratch

in the letter. He has been extremely cautious to
insert all his points of quotations, as printed
above, though he omitted all punctuation except-
ing & period following the word folks, It appears,
however, ag though he haa commenced to write
the letter to some one else, as 1t opened with the
words, “My Dear Charles,” the wl’ord +Charles'”
belng subsequently scored out and the word “Sir'*
substitated. It 1a belleved that he used the word
“‘captured” {nadvertently for the word chased, as
it was impossible that, nt{er eight hours' hard pur.
sult, the vessel could bave been only 40 milles
distant from Cuba, [t I8 not & little singu-
lar that he has not one word (o Bay against
the Spantards, and it 18 therefore assumed Lhag
tho®e who wished to write to (riends were notified
by their captors that they must confine themselvea
Bolely to private personi amairs, It I8 quite b
able that the letter was read by a
fore they would allow it to be sent from the
prison. No one who reads these lnst words of a
dying man will tnink shat he (8 telling other than
o truth, or that he had any knowledge when he
shippeq that the vessel waa bonnd on an exped-
tlonary crulse to l:ubn._

GEN, BANKS AND CUBA LIBRE,

Speech in Boston for Cuban Indepens
dence.
Bosrox, Nov, 25, 1873,

Cnba, {8 past, present and future, was the sobe
ject of a speech by General Banks before the Ly.
ceum, in the Music Hall, to-night.

He said that the close of the Orst centary of re-
publican government in this country had wit-
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