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THE PENDING QUESTION

Admiral Polo Defends Spain and Be-
lieves There Shall Be Peace.

The Virginius Not an
American Vessel.

Contradiction of the Statements That
Minister £fickles Was Mobbed.

Castelar Interviews the Brit-
ish Minister.
The Result Supposed To Be That ‘*‘Our
Friendly Relations” Shall Continne,

A COURT OF ARBITRATION SUSGESTED,

NEWS FROM SPAIN.

TELEGRAM TO THE KEW YORK HERALD,

The Heported Vhﬁa Toward Sickles
Pronounced False—An Interview for
FPeace Beiween Castelar and the Britlsh
Minlster—Talk About Arbitration.

MADRID, Nov. 22, 1873,

The reports that violence had been offered by
the Madrid populace to Gebneral Bickles, the
American Minister, are pronounced false,
CASTELAR AND MINISTER LAYARD IN CONFERENCE.

President Castelar had a long conferénce to-day
with Mr. Layard, the British Minister. The result
of the Interview 18 lavorable to the continuance of
good relations,

A COURT OF ARBITRATION BUGGESTED,

The idea of submitting the case of the Virginius
0 arbitration 18 much talked of Bhould this
course be agreed to the Germuan Emperor is indi-
cated as tne probable arbitrator.

BRITISH PRESS OPINION.

TELEERAM TO THE KEW YORK HEPALD.
The London 'l'im:;_ on the American
Demands.
LOKDON, Nov. 24—5 A. M.

The Timesto-day eays a demand for the surren.
der of the Virginius could not with justice be
maintained: but the other demands reported to
have been made on Spain by the United Btates are
such as England might well join In,

ADMIRAL POLO IN DEFENCE,

Arguments Why No Insult Was Offered
%o the American Flug—The Virginius
Waas Not & Ununed States Vesscl=Bar=
riel Acted Only in Accordance With
Law=The Telegram from Spain Con=-
eerning Minister Sickles.

WasnineToN, Nov, 23, 1873,

Admiral Polo, the Spanish Minlster, who has
hitherto maintalned a strict reserve on the sub-
ject of the Virginius imbroglio, accorded to your
correspondent an  interview at & lare hour
this evening. The Admiral expressed his
opinions fully and frankly on the grave
complications which  threatem to Imvolve
this country in & war with Spain, a8 he 18 evi-
dently desirous of placing before the American
people what he considers the real facts of the case
of the Virgmius, knowing full well that when the
guestion ol peace or war comes to be decided upon
our Congress and government will be led by pub-
Uc opinion.

Your correspondent opened the conversation by
remarking that it was the accepted belief we were
on the verge of war with Spain.

Admiral Polo replied :—*“Yes; war has stared me
1n the face from the newspaper prints for the last
fortnight or so, and I euppose there I8 a
great deal of talk about war; but I doubt
very much whether those who are clamoring for
it represent the real sentiments of the American
people at large. There is certalnly mo occasion,
@ot even & pretext for war, except it be to find
rmployment for the many ldle people about New
York. Itis sald they must be provide¢ for, and
therefore war would be a good thing. Perhaps It
would, but I think it 18 & queer way of solving the
labor problem,"

Your correspondent here queried whether the
insult done to the American flag was not a good
pretext for war.

Admiral Polo sald—*There has been no insult done
or intended to the American flag, because the Vir-
winlug was no more entitied to it than to the flag of
Venezuela, and perhaps not quite as much., I ask
¥you, in the name of falrnese, shall the great flag of
this country serve as a cover for the lawluss acts
of a sct of adventurers who, except as a tempo-
rary expedient, care no more for it than for a
mere rag? When the facts of the whole
career of the Virginius will be laid belore the
American people they will look at the case ina
different aspect. The Virginius has been engaged
for whrec years in a lawless pursult, During
all that time ehe has mnot been once In
an American port, There {8 ample proof
that she was owned by Coban [nsurgents,
and by no Mr. Patterson or any other American.
1t 18 well known that she hus landed several ex-
peditions in Cuba. She took part in the civil war
of Venezuela, carrying troops for Guzman Blanco,
Which racy was enongh to deprive her of her Amer-
lean nationality, it she had not forfeited It before.”

Here your correspondent sald—*‘As the Virginius
had American papers and was cleared by the
American Consal st Jamalea, would it not have
been well to examine the question of her nation-
nlity before assuming her to be a pirate and before
the wholesale shooting of prisoners i

Admiral Polo replied :—“The Virginius obtained
those papers on fraudulent representations, and
therefore they were vold. The American Consul at
Kingston did wrong in clearing her; for the ebar-
acter and real destination of the Virginius must
bhave been known to him as well as the filibusters
who manned her. General Burriel, upon whom so
moch abuse has been lavished by the American
newspapere, only carried out the esentences of o
regularly conetituted council of war. It was, how-
ever, no mere aseumption on the part of the San-
tiago autborities that the prisoners of the Vir-

ginlus  were Mlibusters,  They knew it
t0o be a et They had  attempted
to land for the purpose of Killing Joyal

BO0pio 1 the laland sud destroylng thelr ngg- )

perty. The authorities soted upon that knowledge
in enforcing with the utmost rigor the municipal
law governing such cases. I deplore most 8in-
cerely that the orders of the Madrid government
did mnot arrive In time to #top the exe-
cutlgns, Regarding the capture of the
Virginjug, 1 am sorry to gay that may
people In this country have the mustaken lden
that the spme laws of evidence apply to nutions
in their dealings with one another as to crimi-
nal cases. A stalement of & certuin fact by
one friendly government to another ought
to be sulllclent evidence, Diplomuatic action
should not be hampered hy the requirement

of sworn aMdavite and other legal instruments
of that natoré. They are right and proper in

criminal cuses, but seem like chicanery in luterna-
tonal dealings, The American government has
been repeatedly notified of the character of the
Virginins. Why was she not brought back to the

United States and turned into a bond jide mer- |

chant vessel?

Are the present complications likely to lead to
awar with Spsinf was the mext query of your
correspondent,

Admiral I'olo sald:—*"1 belleve there will be no
war unless the senseless clamor of a few should
prevall over the American government. If yon
drive the Spanish aunthorities (rom the
island, which cannot be done 8o easlly &s
some people here soppose, what government
would yon substitute ¥ Americans who have hved
In Cuba Xnow that the Cubansa are Incapable of
self-government, There remains, then, annexation
to the United States, Well, il yon must have the
fsland, if that is what you call “manifest destiny,"
take 1t, If you ean, bLut get & stronger
case than that of the Virginius as a pretext
for aggression. I do notthink it wonld be generous

for this great Kepublic to take advantage of tns |

dificultics of a struggling sister Repubilic, althongh
I am of those who Dbelleve that a war with o
foreign power wounld have the effect of uniting the
whole Spanish nation for the defence of the national
territory.

Your correspondent then alluded to the reported
attempt to mob the American Minister at Madrid.

Admiral Polo apswered:—*1 am authorized to
contradict the whole report telegraphed regarding
General Sickles, having received a telegram from
Madrid in the following words:—
Contradict reports of hostile demonstrations
against the American Minister, General Sickles is
treated with singere friendship and respect. Some
excesses in the monarchical press have been lm-
mediately suppressed.”

NEWS FROM WASHINGION.

—_—
War Feeling Subsiding=Duration of
Diplomatie Correspondence=The Con=-
ventinn for the Betilement of American
Claims=Friendlincss of the Spanish
Minister—No Violence Done 10 Sickles.
WABHINGTON, Nov. 23, 1873,
The Bpanlsh question is everywhere discussed
with more calmness than it was last weck, and the
impression seems to prevail to a greater extent
than heretofore that there will be no war between
the United States and Spain. Iuis expected In

official and diplomatic circles that the correspond-
ence on the subject of the capture of the Virginius
and the procecdings which followed wlll be of brief
duration. 1f this should be #o it would be agrinst

all experience, v, among other things, the fact i3 |

revived that when
THE LLOYD ARFINWALL,
a legitimate merchans vesscel, wag seized by Span-
ish authority more than three months elapsed be-
fore she was released and restored to her owners,
the proceedings to that end extending to
the governments of the United States and Spain
and the Cuban authorities. Ounr government, it 1s
known, has repeatedly protested against the treat-
ment of citizens of the United States in the I1s'and
of Cuba, and, owing to the earnest eforts of the
Secretary of State,
A CONVENTION WAS CONCLUDED

between this country wnd Spain In February, 1871,
for the gettlement of the claims of such citizens or
of their heirs against Span for wrongs and in-
Jurles committed agaimst their persons and prop-
erty on the lsland of Caba, or within its maritime
Jurisdiction, sinee the commencement of the pres-
ent Insurrection. The cominission was accord-
ingly organized, but has done little businesa in
the way of decisions, owing to the continued
disturbances preventing the taking of the neces-
sary proofs In relution to some of the mostim-
portant cases. There is nothing to show that In
this matter Spain Is not acting in good 1aith. One
of the most serious complaints 18 that

THE PROPERTY AND ESTATES OF AMERICAN CITIZENS
ARE ARBITRARILY EMBARGOED.

in violation of the provisions of the treaty of 170%.
The Secrotary of State more than three years igo
compluined to the Spanish government, through
General Sickies, that the Spamsh authorities in
Cuba seemed to be clotbed with abaciute power
for the commission of ruch aci8 48 were com-
plained of, but when redress was songht this gov.
ernment wad referred to the distant Cablnet of
Madrig, where it was oiten found necessary to
refer again to Cuba for information, and the case
was thos suspended and delayed, to the injury of
the parties and at the hazard of frritation from
delay, of which the necessity was not apparent to
the impatient sufferer or to the puble,
The President had respected the Spanish claim of
sovereignty over the leland of Cuba during the
preseut contest agalngt a strong sympathetic pres-
sure from withont, and It was added, that Spain
owed it to the United States, as well to her own
traditional sense of justice, that her soverelguty
ghould not be used for the oppression and Injury of
the citizens ol this Republic, and in this counec-
tion our government expressed the hope that the
arrest and embargoes complained of would not
recur and that immediate reparation would be
made for those that had taken place.

THE RECENT CAPTURE OF THE VIRGINIUS,
salling under the American fag, and the summaury
proceedings at Santlago de Cuba, without giving
the United States an opportunity of belng neard
4% o party interested, are the cause of the present
navil preparations to prevent the recurrence of
sumilar acts by belng ready to compel respect to our
flag and to gusrd our ecitizens, either In Cuba
or on the seas from arbitrary arrests and spolia-
tion of their property.

THE TONE OF THE EPANISH MINISTRY
continves friendly, and n disposition s manifested
to act in all matiers in controversy in such s way
a8 will preserve peace beiween the two nationsa,
The only tmportant communication recelved to-
day from Madrid was by the Spanish Mintster, Ad-
miral Polo,who communicated the contents to See.
retary Fish, The Spanigh Government contradicted
the report of any hostile maoliestations against
the American Minister, and eay that General
Sickles Is trented with consideration and respect;
that gome intemperance of language of the mon-
archical press was promptiy sitenced by the threat
of immediate ponishment, and that the Minister
of the Colonies reports from Havana that the res-
toration of embargoed property to American citl-
zens 18 being diligently proceeded with.

The New England Senaters Opposed to
War with Spain=0pinions of Senator
Mitchell and Speaker Blakne,

Wasnmvaron, Nov, 23, 1878,
The indication® are that the New England Senn-
tors will be opposed to any warllke measures
agulnst Spaln, and Ingist upon some mode being
adopted wuieh will bring about a reconciliation be-
tween the two countries. Mr. Boutwell’s speech,
deprecating war, and Senator Sumner's letter to

Whie New York mesting, gppogipg hostlitica ns fatal

to the continuance of the Bpanish Republic, I8
looked upon as evidenoe of the pacific determina-
tion of their colleagues from New England. Besides
which, those now here from that sectlon have ex-
pressed simiar opinions. The controlling lnfuence
for this course 18 the beliel that a war would very
materially injure the commercisl intcrests of the
Northeastern States,
SENATOR MITCHELL'S VIEWS,

Senator Mitchell, of Oregon, said that as a new
member of the Senate he hardly cared 1o have his
optnions published. He had, however, no hesita-
tion in charaoterizing the action of the Spanish
colonial authorities us outside of law and & shame
to humanity, The Virginlus at the worst was but a
blockade runner and coald not be clasded o a
plratical vessel ; but even pirates were entitied to
o fair trinl hefore execution. In the wiole civilized
world the worst of eriminals were aceorded such
rlhts, but in this case both leaders and crew were
brutally massacred without a proper trial, for the

| drumhead court martial which pretended to sen- |

tence them could not, In any fense of the word, be
aeemed n legal tribunal,  Flrat, the statos of the
vessel  should  have ; heen eatablisned by o
civil eourt, apd pending this no proceed-
ings could lezally be taken ageinst those
captured aboard of her. If she was not
luble to @eizure the prisoners were not
properly in the hands of the Spanish
nutnhoritied, and would have had to be released,
It she vessel was o lawful prize, then the Criminal
Court could huve proceeded againat the prisoners
ana held them to a strict acconnt for thelr acta,
Whatever penalty had been thus inficted the
United States could pot have complamed of, All
the forms and requirements of law would have
been compled with. Spun would have upheld
ner authority, ana the example would have had the
proper eifeet, 1t wonld have shown that, while she
wis ready to aet drmly and energetically in pun-
isliing those whe were proved to be assisting the
Cobana in revolt, notbing wans to be done hastily
or against international law. What has made the
people of the United States go Inforlated is the

brotal ferocity and  bloodtnirstineas  of  the
Bpantards, No chance was given the poor
vietims to have & word gald In thelr de-

fence, They were sentenced to death withont
# hearing. Not alone I4 the sanctity of our fing
imvolved Inthis question, bat humsoity demands
that some steps should be taken which will effect-
ually prevent the repetition of snch an outrage,
He had confldenee that the administration would
be trae to itsell and the country in its action, and
would be strongly sustained by Congress,
MIt. BLAINE'S OPINIONS.

Congressman James G, Blaine, who expects to
be re-elected Bpesker, arrived here this morning,
but was pot at home to the numerons callers who
visited his residence. e wis asked by an inti-
mate friend if he had yeo prepared the 1list of com-
mittees of the House, In anticipation of his belng
chosen Speaker, and replled emphatically that he
had not. Manv important interests have to be
consulted before he could determine how the com-
mittees should be organized.

REVERDY JCHNEON'S VIEW OF
THE CASE,

High Handed Outrage by
jarde—Lnw and Jastice
Friendly Settlement.

Barrimone, Nov, 24, 1873,

In a letter addressed to the Baltimore American,
after stating reasons for his sllenee hitherto,
Reverdy Johnson gives the following opinion on
the Virginins case :—

In ecominon with elvillzed men everywhere, 1
thought, and still think, that the execution of those
who were captured on board the Virginius was
barbarous In the extreme and a gross outrage on
the sacred laws of bumanity. But the capture of
the vessel and the subsequent conduct of the cap-
tors involve guestions which 1 think by no means
surted to the discussion of town meatings, but which
shonld be 1ottt now to the deliberation of the Presi-
dent and Cabinet at the councu board, where a just
concluzion {8 most UKely to be reached as to what
tne rights and the honor of tie nation demend,
Certainly no one can rewsonably doubt that the
President will do all that he constitotionally can
do to gecure the one and to viodieate the other.
Such meetings, therciore, as have been aund
as are proposed to be held seem to Ime
to be unjust to Lim, becaiuse, though not
8o intended, they lmply an apprehension that he
will not be equal to the emergency unless urged by
the volee of the people. For this reason 1 declined
being presentat the late meeting at the Maryland
Ingtitute, and wonid also decline to participate in
any other meeting,

PFRESENT OPINION,

With permission, however, I will as briefly as!
can give my opinion upon the question which
properly grew out of the capture of toe Virginius
and what tollowed it.

Pirst—Was the capture a legal one? From the
beginning of our government we have insisted
that an American vessel, regularly documented
and carrying our fiag, cannot in time of peace be
visited or searched on the high seas. It was
mainly for violation of this doctrine that the war
of 1812 with England was declared, and although
at  the terminavion of that  war the
clatm  of Eugland  was  not  formally
renounced, 1t was  practically abandoned
and has never since been acted upon. The im.
munity ol a vessel ca?rﬂnz the necessary documen-
tary papers and flag rests upon the theory thut
the ocean 18 open to all allke, and that a vessel of
any na‘fon, while In that element, 18, in con-
templation of luw, a part of its nativnal territory
and a2 exempt from invasion as the soil ltsels
The treaty of Washington of the 0th of Au-
gust, 1842, negotiated between Mr. Waebster and
Lord Ashburton, contained an artiele which the
British government supposed our government re-
garded as a denunciation of the right of vigitation
and search. There was & passage In the annual Mes-
sage of President Tyler to Congress next succeed-
ing the date of that treaty that created this 1m-
pression, and under it Lord Aberdeen, then
Eritish Secretary of State for Foreign AMairs, sent
n despatch to Mr, Fox, the Minister at Washington,
to correct the suppoged error according to the view
entertained upon the point by Her Musjesty's govero-
ment, and requested him to read it to Mr. Web-
sler, Secretury of State,

To this communication Mr. Webster, on the 28th
of March, 1843, replied In a letter to Mr. Everett,
our Minister at London, His Lordship the Eng-
lish Secretary in the despateh referred to had en-
desvored to draw a distinction between the right
of vigitation and the right of search, and stated
that the latler right was a belligerent one and
could never be exercised (n time of peace. 1
quote his language :—

The undersigned again renounces, as he has al-
ready done [n most explieit terms, auy right on
tiie part of the Hritish government to search
American vessels in time of pounce.

The right of sdearch, except
clally conceded by treaty,
ligerent  right and  can  have Do exist
ence on the hgh eeas during peace. And, even
In advocating asserted rights of visitation, His
Lordship sald that the sole purpose of the claim
wis  to  aseertain  whether vessels visited
were “what their colors announced,” and were
really American or not, and that in cage of loss or
lnjury sustained by any vessel so visited and ascer-
taiped to be American his government would
affordl a prompt reparation,

Mr, Webster, in his letter, after clearly refuting
the imaginary distinction between visitation and
search and denying either right, ststed that the
government of the United States fully admits that
Its Nag can give no ilmmunity to plrates nor
to any other than to regularly documented
vessels, The American principle, then, a8
here announced, 13 that a vessel bav-
ing legally our flag and documents {8
abeolutely protected against either visitation or
search, no matter what may be her cargo or object
of her enterprise. Thig correspondence seems to
have extingulshed the English claim of visitation.
Certaluly it has never since been asserted or exer-
cised, whilst the right of search has been in terms
surrendered,

It may therefore be sald that if

THE VIRGINIUS
had our flag and was regularly docamented as an
Amerfoan vessel and was on tbe high seas when
capiured, ber capture wad Wegpl and couirary

the fpan-
Demand n

when spe-
is a purely bel-

to public law as understood, 1t 18 belleved, not only
by England and the United Btates, but by
all other nations, including Spain. Whether
the Virginius was thus possessed of the
flag and d t8 or had 1 them fraud-
ulently, or was using them for an illegal purpose,
are matters lor inquiry, which our government nas
no doubtalready made. It will be no justification
of the capture that the object of the enterprise was
to render assistance to Cuban msurgents. If that
wus the case the offence at the time of capture
wis & violation of the neutrality iaws of the United
States, and nolt of the sovereignty of Spamn,
and the United States alone poasesked
Jjunisdiction over the sabject. We should
abandon our sovercignty if we permitred Spain or
any other nation to capture vessels of the United
States because they may, at the time of #uch cap-
tore, have violated our laws. The capture ol this
steamer on the nigh seas then was as gross &
DISRBUARD OF TUE AUTHURITY OF THE UNITED
BTATES
as It won!d have been If the Tornado had selzed
her in the harbor of New York, and she was as
much under the protection of our government in
one case a8 another,
CABRYING THE SHIP T0 A SPANISH PORT.

Irl sm correctin the above view the next point
Is, Had Bpain a right to carry the vessel inwo a
Bpunish port ¥ Clearly she had none * Her dolng
BO Was but a continuation of the original wrong,
and was an equually palpable and indefensible
outrage upon our sovereignty. But, conceding that
at the tlme of capture the veasel was not upon
the high seas, 1t i1s not pretended that she was in
Cuban waters, within a distance of one league from
the shore, and had, consequently, subjected her-
sell to the jurisdiction. When ecapuiured the
only offence she had committed was one
against the United States. Bupposing that
®#he contemplated landing men and arms in
Cuna in ald of the insurgents, It was but
an unexecuted purpose, a8 wholy so a8 when she
left New York, Thls purpose she might have aban-
doned; and U she had, no wrong whatever would
have been done to Spain. Soe, wo, was lable to
capture by an American manp-of-war, and to be
brought " into the United BStates for judg-
ment for & violation of our neutrality laws;
and tnen, also, no offence would have
been committed against Spain or wrong done her,
Can 1t be doubted that the steamer belore the cap-
ture, or even afterwards, while being carried to
Cuba, could have claimed proteetion of any United
States man-o-war, or that it would have been the
duty of the latter, \f present, to have prevented
her eapture or to have zecaptured her, and
by force, if necessary. Toat this would
have becn done by any of our mnaval of
flcers, may, 1 think, be considered certain.

WHAT WOULD HAVE ENSUED,

If it bad been done could Spain have justly com-
plained? Wonld our government have rebuked
the oMcert On the contrary, would he not have
been accorded pralse for protecting an American
ahip and malntaining the honor of the American
flag? The illegality of the capture of the Virginius
by the Tornado and the responsibility of Spain for
the consequences seem to be too plain for serious
conlroversy.

Third—The atrocities committed on the crew and
passengers of the ill-lated steamer, independent of
the sacred lawe of humanity, were withoat justif-
catlon or excuse under the public law of the
world. Not baving been legally captured, tley
were not prisoners of war, and were a8 much ex-
empt from the jurisdiction of Spain a8 when they
stood upon American soil, and Spaln 18, conge-
guently, a8 responsible to the United States for
their execution a3 she would have been if she had
gotten possession of the men by invasion of oar
territory. What shall be the measure o the re-
dress lor these wrongs may be safely left to the
judgment of the President.

The dittculty should

NOT LEAD TO A WAR

with Spain, it |8 almost impossible to Imagine that
the great and good men who are at the head of
| that government will hesicate to render every in-

demnity for past wrongs and security lor the
| future malintenance of our rights aud vindica-
| top ol our honor. Fresideot Castelar 18 well
. kmuwn @f an enlightened statesman, and
oue who I8 firmly attached to the republican
lorm ol government which he Is now usiug his
great talents frmly to establish and preserve. If

see that an unrighteous war with the
United States wowd huve the tendency to
Irnstrate his patriotic designs; and
Graat, equally |nst and patriot.c, and necessarily
desirons that the Republic of Spain may be con-
tinued, will avold demanding of her any apology
or ind ty ine nt with her rights and
honor and not necessary to maintain our owi.
I remain, with muck regard, your obedient servant,
REVERDY JOHNEON,

ANOTHER LEGAL VIEW OF THE
CASE.
_ -
Opinions of Dr. Woolsey, of Yale Col=
lege.
New Haven, Conn., Nov. 23, 1878,
The following views were presented by Dr.
Woolsey, at the law school on Saturday noon, cou-
cerning the capture of the Virginius and the treat-

international Inwi—

The reeent ease of the Virginlos presents selfl
to us under two nSpects j—

Firsi—The seizure of the vessel was irreguar, or
I8 clalmea 80 10 be.

Seoondlpy—The crael treatment of the persons, or
of some of the persons lound on beard, calls for
our attention,

These two points Lave no necessary connection.
The seizure would have had just the same legal or
Illegal character if the captured persons nad been
¥pared. If we could show that the proceeding
In carrying the Virginfus into a Cuban port was
right, we might fuil to show that there was any
numanity or right in whatever was done after.
ward. As this last part of the transaction 18 most
caslly disposed of 1 shail endeavor to despatch it
In a few words, Asa general rule,

THE INDEPENDENCE OF NATIONS
implies that they are the sole judges each of them
as to what thetr laws and punishments shall be,
and to a considerable extent as to their usages in
wir. Nations control esch other, however, in the
nsages of war by retaliation and to a degree hy

treaty. But let there be some wholesale cruelty
praciised In extreme severity toward prisoners, or
the treatment of rebeis a8 traitors, or of Insurgeuts
privateers us pirates, or let the laws and feeiings
ol the people A0 sanguinary towards insurgents
that t e{ give no quarter, and it will instantly
srousesthe sensibilities ol the world. Other na-
tions will justly remonstrate, and i1 unheeded may
take further steps. as, il in our late war we
had treated the prisoners taken from the Confede.
rafes as traitors, Great Britaln and France, lor
instance, might rightrfully have interfered to put
an vnd Lo such proceedings, either by threats or by
actunlly monulni the Conlederate States a8 &
natlon. The cruelty ot the Torks townrds the
Greeke led to the inteérference which ended in the
battle of Navarino and the recognition of Greeinn
Independence. Dr. Wheaton says ol these trans.
ictions that the Christian powers were eminently
Justified in  their interference to secure a
whole natlon, not mercly from religious per-
secution  but from the cruel alternative
being transported (rom their native

into  Egyptian  bondage or exter-
minated by their  merciless  oppressors,
the prin ciple of this megsure was fully justified by
the greal, paramount law of eell-preservation,
The interference of the Christian Powers to put
an end to this bloody contest might, therefore,
have been safely rested on this ﬁnnud alone, &c,—
Elements 2, page 1, section 10,  But one might ask,
18 NOT SUCH A MEASURE A VIOLATION OF NATIONAL

- BOVEREIGNTY?

Undoubtedly 1t is. It is an extreme measure,
nliowable only in extreme cases, and therefore
dangerous and only to be l]'lgll!ll with the ntmost
calmness and moderation. But we canuot get rid
of such lnterierences now that the intercourse of
Christian States is so close and the conduct of
each nution Is felt and judged of by the enlightened
scnse of all sheir peers throughout the world.
Now, whether one case of Inbhumanity, and
that & result of judielal trial, would eall
for remonstrance or for more, so long A& there
I8 no danger of ita repetition, 18 4 point which
want of n complete Inuwied‘fe of Liie eirenmstances

uts it out of vur power to decide. 1t may be that
he just wrath of the Cnbans against long-contin-
ued insurrection, fed trom abroad, called for an
example. It may be that a fiendish spirit of
snvage ume‘ng& mlF up from the popuiace 1o the
Court, wreaked itsell in a horrible way. 1 leave
mswba decided u{ those wWho can get greater
hgnt and more rellable accounts than Lave eome
to me. The other part of the subject in

THE BRIZURE OF THE VIRGINIUS
_uRQn the Wgh seal, Were Wiy DADGRS sullicient to

President [

ment of her pagsengers and crew, in the lght of |

prompied by no higher motive, he cannot fail to | irom some port of Spain tmportant [rish leaders, as

require that the vessel should be allowed to go on
ita way? Was the reasonable ground that the
Bpaniards Lad to belleve that the vessel was really
bound to the neigiborhood of sn insurreetion in
:hrd:r M“Iud t? I—was
orize Lhe seizure of the vessel
of her for trial jnto & Cuban l"?dll?er:l::gug
m%h'ctrg:?a‘t::n::a we t.len“‘ ue;o take much on
racter an t I
vessel seem o be admitted, A S
WHAT WAS THE OFFENCE OF THE VESSEL
is the point which we would examine, If we have
& correct understanding of it character, the
offence wiad not plracy according to the law of na-
tlons ; for there WaAs no animus furendi and no in- |
tention to do anything excepl Lo transport certain
men and goods [rom one port to ancother, It
was not treason, of course, for any Lut the
Spaniards who were on board and engum in the
enterprise, It was not a breach of bicckade, for
there was, a8 1 understand, no blockade,
not technically earrying contraband ol war, for
inere w4 not technlcaily auy war. It 18 dimenit
0 deflne the crifiie, but [t W

gaged in doing what was really a hostile uct, Even
more than carrying contraband, It was carrying
omcers of & high rank in the rebellion as
pear to whe scene of armed contest as possible,
Tue crime was not piracy, at least according to
the t: of nations, all.nough possibly piracy by
Hpan. law. Itid to be observed, that the
nominally American, seems to
have belol Cubans and to have been engaged
in no mﬁ r commerce, Now, in Buch i cdse Bs
this, do the ordinary lawe respeecting the right of
visit and captare apply ¥ It seems to us that this 18
an extreme case, which the ordinary law of
nations does not meet, and that the Spanish Cap-
taln of the Tornado wasa pul 0 6 necessity
of null.ni the ea&ture for the sake of the peace of
the isiand, It was a case of necessary sell-defence
for gerenntlul WAr.
There is another case outside of ordinary law by
which this may be Hlustrated,
THE BTEAMER CAROLINE,
in 1837, was employed by some Canadisn insurgenta
to carry men and ammunition acroes the Ningara
River, This being discovered, an expedition was
repared to ca%turu and destroy the vegsel on the
nadian side, but did not re it antll it had re-
turned into New Yurk waters. There was great
Indignation felt at this proceeding, which involved
A violation of neotral territory, des other acts
Aimilar to those that oceurred in the case of the
Virginiua, In the correspondence to which this
act gnve rise Mr, Webater sald that sneh violation
of pentrality conid be justified only by a necessity
of seli-delence, instant, overwhelming, having no
choice of means and no moment of deliberation.
Lord Ashburton contended—this was in 1842—that
uuohsneumnf existed, and regretted that no
explanation of the act was mude at the tume
of 1t ocourrence. Can any one doubt
that a ptrong patlon—that the [United States,
for instance—would have preferred to take
the risk 0! nerlnﬁ n an  irregular
way rather than allow such an expedition to come
into ita territory. It seems 1ldle to try to juage
Buch cases by ordinary rules,
In the prescnt instance the Bpaniards eould not
therc was instant, overwhelining necesslty for
eell-defen bat they conld urge that they were
ractically invaded by their own insurgents, thut
Lwas necessary to seize the vessel while they
could, as otherwise the Insurrection wounll assumne
new proporuons; in short, that the violation of
neutraiity was necessary and that the circum-
slances called ror lustant setion.
ANOTHER CASE,
from which we can draw lllustrations 18 that of
Kosgta, who, having already made the ususl decla-
ration preparatory to belng naturalized, was selzed
in Bmyrna, when provided wilh o passport there
by the American Consul, taken by the bout's crew
of an Austrian ingate and put in trons. It was re-
orted that he was to be removed by
he Ausirian  officials at  Smyroa  into
Augtrin, apnd the captain of a public vesscl
of the United States prepared o resort 1o
force unlegs ne were released, This led to his being
gru under the proiection of the French Consul nn-
| the governments which were at issue could
wu. ow, would It have been in accordance
th international law to use force In proteciiog
him? Certainly not In ordinary casesg, but here
was an extreme cage, Turkey was passive and lm-
potent, and could aford no protection. If Kosta had
not been helped at this moment he could not have
been helped at all. The necessity Justified, as 1t
seems to have done in the case of the Virginiua,
Here, let me ask, what have the Consuls of the
United States been accustomed to doin the West
Indiee i such cases as this of the Virginins?
Do they thing it thelr duty to give
the offcial papers when they know that
the transaction 18 utterly illegal® and, IT this were
80, 1 state It hrpothetically, would it mot show to
the Spaniards that no relfunce could be pluced on
our anthorities in those waters to prutect them
against allowing expeditions really warlike to pro-
ceed under their very eyes against Cuba,
You will see that this 1s 1n sgome respects a pecu-

vessel, altho

liar case. _There is no war in Cuba, and yet there
I8 war. The Virginius was an American ves-
gel, and yet not amn American veasel,

Al the defence of the vessel rested on #pam, and
the state of things in Cuba was in one scuse a
gham. The only reality about the matter wias the
terrible one that broke through the shams, that
sadd, “ihis vessgel means war,and we measnp 1o tukes
it for what It 18] wounld you have us give up our
right of selidelence againgst war for a sham'"
There 1% a condict ln case beiween uniust and uu-
jawrul jostice, A weak nation must be very care-
fnl how it breaks through the fine network of what
18 lawful; bot a strong nation will do it and take
the consequences. Buppose & part of lreland
to be in & state of armed insurrection and
an Ameriean wvessel to Lbe engaged o carrying

well as ammunition and mouey, does anybody be-
Heve [or a moment that the government of Great
Britain wonld hesgitate to arrest the vessel when
there was great nsk that 8 half extinguoished rebel-
lion wonld be lighted up again by the arrival of the
new means of war and new sympatmizers? 1 ime
pute more solid sense 1o Grewt Britain,

NAVAL PREPARATIONS.

Affairs at the Washingion Navy Yarde
Tire Stores of War Material on Hand—
Progress of the Preparations—Defence
of the Capital,

WASHINGTON, Nov, 23, 1874,
The preparations of the government to meet any
contingencies that may arige out ol rhe Cuban
complications are belng pregsed with the utmosc

vigor at the Washington Navy Yard, as well as at |

other yards along the Atlantic coast. Belore the
late vivil war the Navy Yard at this point was one
of the nost promiuent, some of the larger frigates
of the old time having been constructed here.
Among these might be mentioned the Brandywine,
famoug lor haviog carried Lalayeite back to
France on his last visit to this country. During
the war the exposed condition of the Navy Yard
ut Norfolk and the proximuty of the Washington
yard 1o the Southern coast devolved upon it & new
and important branch of navel work, New shops
o/ iarge capacity were erected for the purpose of
carrying ou the mwanufaciure of the various descrip-

| tions of paval machinery, including iron gun car-

ringes o! the latest patterns, marioe boilers,
engines, &e., vast quantities of which were turned
out to supply the necessities of the blockading
gquadrons on the extensive line of the 2outh At-
lantic and Gull coasts, A large foundry wae also cons
structed capabie ol turuing out any quantity ofthe
largest castings required lor ships of war. Some of
the largest lathes 1n the United States are to be
found 1o the machinery department. Tne labora-
tory has the capaciiy to turn out an jmmense
amount of its peculiir work. Toere are algo two
large ship bouses, one proviged with a mariue
raiway., Bince the war, with the exception of
short intervals, but a comparatively smull amount
of work has been turned out Ifrom the yard, A
suMcient force has aiways been keptengaged upon
such work as was absolutely necessary to the ex-
igencies of the service.
MATERIAL UN HAND,

AL the close of the war the government found
iteelf in the possessivn of enormous quantities of
material of war, which were further increased by
the dismantiement ol vessels put out of commission,
Many guns of the heaviest calibre, Including
Parrotts, mne, elevenand fiteen loch Dahigrens,
nowitgera and broad mouthed mortars, Tiers of
gnot and shell were stored In the Navy Yard, the
guns and shot being regularly palnted and other
proper precautions belug taken to preserve them
from the effects of tlme and temperatere., All of
this matenal 18 avatiabis for immediate use. The
powder magazines are abundausly stocked with
that explosive compound.

REVIVAL OF OLD ECENKES,

The quiet routine which bhas geuerally prevalied
at the Navy Yard for the laet eight years has been
broken o upon by the st g note of warlike
preparation, and the ceaseless hum of activity,
everywhere arising, recalls to mind the daily
scenes during the late rebellion, The Sres of the
loundary are agaln burping, constantly turning out
castings which are being shipped to the Northern
navy yards. Fixed ammunition from the labora-
tory 18 being conetantly  shipped and
orders to manufacture 80,000 ehells have
Just  been issped, Orders have also beed
lgsned for the Immediate ianofacture of
6 large mumper of new gun  CArriages
for guns of the heaviest calibre. 1o the orduance
shops additional howitzers are being rapidly com-
pleted, and complete equipments, in¢luding tralls,
handspikes and ammunition boxes are being turned
out for the Gatling guns to be used on shipboard,
The boller worke are buslly engaged in the con.
stroction of ew bollers, 50 a8 o be prepared lor

it was

large supplies of equipments and other
which are now being dally snipped to points whers
moét needed for the Atting out of the vessels des.

this, I ask, enough to au-  tined for Cuban waters.

THE YARD BEING A RECRUITING RENDEXZVOUH,
a large number of appiications have been received
by the executive officer who 18 In charge of the
recruiting. Most of those who desire to enlist in
the servies are l[andsmen, but this 18 not the kina
of material requirea at the present junctore, and
A% 4 consequence they are reiected. All good
sallors who may present themselves are enlisted at
onee. The colored element seems to be nnusually
patriotic, the number of those who daily apply,
wishing to serve thelr country as cooks, seniliona,
walters, &c., being suflicient to man a irigate. The

| foree of marines has been Increased to such an

O Very great crime; | extent by recent enlistments that the barracks of
no other than for & captain and vessel 10 be eu- |

the corps are inad € to mo‘iate the new

| recruits, which has necessitated the temporary

ocenpation of the chapel at the yard for quarters.
A detachment of seamen was taken on board
THE RECEIVING SHIP RELIEP

yesterday. ‘The Rellef 14 one of the oldest vessels

| of her class in the service. She was the storesilp

of the exploring dition of Commodore Wilkes
to the Bouthern Wemisphere in 1835-42. She has
been housed over at the yard for some time, but:
the housing i8 to be removed and she will be pas in
commission to sall for Key West.

VESSELE AT THE YARD,

The Shawmut, screw steamer, carrying three
guns, is being calked and will be ready to sall in
a few days. There ure three irop-clad monitor
rams at the yard—the Mon.suk, two guns; the
Fiscatagua, one gun, and the Hero, one gun, A8
yet nothing has bcen done upon thoese, but I the
necessity arises they will be put In complete
order and be nsed as & guard for the patrol
on the PMotomae River and the Chesapcike Hay,
for which service they are eminently adapted.
These vessels, while capable of effective service for
harbor defence, are not sultable lor sea service.
The Montaak, which figured frequently in the late
war, has numerous marks of her engagements,
her turret and deck showing many deep indenta-
tions. Torpedo #ilachments will be placed
on board of each of these wessels If their
gervices should be needed. An important feature
with these vessels 18 that they can operate with
their torpedues at night, Large veasels in making
an attack cannot move with safety at night in riv-
ers or harbors, ignorant as they would be of the
chunnels and of the location of obatructions. Lying
at anchor, the littie monitors, under cover of dark-
[ ness, could approach them almost unseen, and use
with deadly effect thelr submarine destructives,
Independent of these monitors the defence of
Washington wonld be donbly assured by the use of
channel torpedoes and elaborate obstructions now
ready lor use, the fortifications already existing,
and by the adoption, if callied for, of additlonal
water baiteries,

A Buasy Sunday at the Brooklyn Navy
Yard=The Colorade Coaling=+Don't
Gilve Up the Ship”"=Spanish Csution.
In accordance with the spirit and letter of the

old axiom, “Necessity knows no law," the Sabbath

was not one of quiet, peace and rest at the Brook-

Iyn Navy Yard. While the good people ol the Clty

of Churches were wending thelr way to their re-

gpective houses of worship in the morning & rep-
resentative of the HERALD made Lis to the great
pavaldepot, and presenting bis pass for admitlance
to the officer of the guard at the York sireet gate
was duly admisted to the precincts of the yard.

The first vbject which arttracts attention is the

steam frigate Colorado, which lles at Lhe dock at

the loot of the main street In the yard., Hers, on
the dock, was Dotlceatle the tall fizure of

Rear Admiral Rowan, who, in the plan

garb of & civiian, Wwas standing and

giving Instructions to  the chiel of the
equipment department., Stepplog on board the
irigute the writer met the gallant commander,

Captain George M. Ransom, executive officer of the

yard, wlio i8 pushing the work forward on her
with all possible despatel, with a view to having
her ready 1o go into comulsgion the duy Congress
meets—ecember 1, one week trom to-day, There
were two coal barges on the starbourd side of the
Coiorado, from which fuel was being hoisted and

emptied into the capacions buukers of the noble

ship. On the spar deck a large number of riggers
| were making taut the “iottoes shrouds”  and
| other gear, “singing ssms' (vsalms), nd Wwas wit-
| uly remarsed. The gou earriages ore all on board,
and tue planking ol the decks Las been newly
scoured with rosin, She will probably receive her
battery of 45 guns on saturday next. On the
combing of the cuarterdeck is the momorasbie
motto of Coaptaln Lawrenece—*“vou’t give up the
ship.'' Americun sailors never surrender, bul the
words are appropriately Inseribed as a reulinder o
recall the glorious anmils ol cur navy.

On the Minnesota's machinery there wore men
employed, but in no other part of the ship. Tuere
wid Bls0 & force ol mwachinists ut work on the
Hoanoke and on the Florida. This Iatter vessel
will carry a battery of 14 8-inch and 2 11-inch guns,
She 18 now l_rln¥ ut the dock, near the Swatara.
Her housing will be tuken off to-diy, nnd she can
be mude ready for sea in three weeks' time, ‘Tne
Adwmiral’s flagslilp. the Fiolie, I8 ancnored n the
stream off the yard, Sbe will assume greater ime-
poriance as the harbor fleel grows iu proportion
to a war looting, Admiral Rowan is exceeding)
reticent upon all subjects connected with the bual-
ness of the yard, The monitor Dictator arrived last
evening, and work wiil be commenced on her this
morning. There are about 400 “*blue juckets” on
board the receiving ship Vermont. Religlous ser-
vices were held there yesterday by the chapiain of
i the ship. Hecruitipg lor the marine corps Las

been resumed.

The Captuin of the Soanish lron-clad steam slo
of war Arapiles, lying on the dry dock ut the yard,
yesterday mude a minute and thorough Inspection
of his slup and the progress of the work of puttl
on the iron plates. She will leave here early nex
| month tor Cuba, There was divine service on
board the Araplles yesterday, as usual, at which
all the oficers and crew pssisted. Ther have be-
come very strict with regard to the admission of
visitors, allowing nobody on board but oilicers in
uaiform. Chey still contend that there will be no
wir between the two republles, but that the
Spanish suthoritics were correct in their treatment
of the Yirginiug, One thing 18 certain, they bave
grown wure noisy and patriotic on Loard the
spaniard, and are given to cheering lustily when-
ever their fag 18 hoistod at the peak.

In the workshops o0 the yard mechonies were
busy a8 “natlers,” and not &.nce the war tdurry for
the Union has the Sabbath stiliness been so ruih-
lessly invaded upon this sration,

|
l

Philadelphia Navy Yard=The Manhat.
tan and Powhatan Lefit=The Teriore
and Canandaigus Progressing.

PHILADELTHIA, Nov, 23, 1873,

The Navy Yard peopie have been doing wondery
and ¢an claim the credit of having sent the Orst
monitor to sen, #8 the Manhattan left the dock
yesterday and went to Fort Mimun to take In her
powder. The Powbatan left this evening to join
and convoy the Manhaitan. The Flota also leit
tus evening for Fort MimMin to tuke in ammuo-

mition and will start to-morrow for Key Weat, The
Navy Yard hus been allve to-day with workmen,
and the business on the Ajax, Terror and Canan-
dalguas is rapidly progressing.

Arrival of the Vieksbu: Newport=
Supplics Shipped to thie soston and
Philadelphia Navy Yards,

Newronr, R. 1, Nov, 23, 1873,
The United States steamer Vieksburg arrived
this morning at the torpedo station with supplies.

The order to awalt the arrival of vessels 1o take.

them on board here has been revoked under the

present elrenmstunces, and they are being con-
“‘uu“ ghipped over the raliroad to tne ton
an

Diladeiplia navy yards, minus, however, tie
combustible lI!na.terlnl c{mnm-mi therewith, Ugu-,
anal activity prevails. Commandant Simpson {1}
leave here in a lew uays to take command ol thee
Franklin,

Arrival of the Worcester at Key Wests
Kry Wesr, Nov. 43, 1873,

The Uuited States steamer Worcester, flagship

of the North Atlantic feet, bas arrived in this

port,

THE WAR FURORE IN NEW YORK.

Discussion of the War Prospect and Sen<
timent of the People=Anxious for OM-
ecinl Paperi = Pedro Alfare’s Fidelity
Undoubted=Captain Fry's Letter to a
Friend Withheld by the Spaniards—
Genernl Ryan and the “Egyptian|
Monks.”"

There was little visible yesterday in the stree
or public places of the metropolls to denote tha
the million of people who Inhabit this e¢ity ar
clamorous, almost as with one volce, for a fore
war, for there was nothing observable outside

emorgencies, The storelouscs e still filled with
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