Opinions of Public Men on
the Situation.
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F. Butler, Senator Stockton, Jongress-
men Glass and Platt and Others,

Views of Vice President Wilson.
Postox, Nov. 20, 1873.

Vice President Wilson, above all others in-
timuately connected with the swdministration, 1s
‘deeply interested in the late votrage upon the
American steawer Virgloing, [ met bim at Young's
Hotel, in this city, to-day, aud during a brief con-
wersation he spoke warmly spd emphatically npon
thia question which his so thorougnly aroused the
indignation of the American people.

oIt 182 matter,” sald General Wilson, “in which
T have always felt a deep personal lnterest,
or more before the war broke out in Cuba several
Caban gentlemen prominent in the revolntion met
me in Waslington to consult  opon the
goeneral question of anti-slavery and Slaversy,
Of course I deeply sympathized with these
repredentatives of 6 lberal government, and
shared in their feelings and enthusiasm for the
overthrow of the slavery. Ever since that time I
nave kent o close wateh of affairs on the island,
and tiey have been of & nature to harrow the
feelings of the most hardered specimens of hu-
manity., They have murdered and slanghtered
men by the hundreds, and this massacre of the
croew of the Virginins 18 1n perfect Keeping with
their otber outrages ; and, of course, [ cannot help
but join in the indignation which prevails every-
where. Some years ago, when I was in London,
1 was honored by a reception Irom a son-in-law of
George Thompson, the renowned English abolltion-
ist, and there were many hberal and anti-slavery
Cubans present, and from what 1 learned from
them my knowledge and opinions of spanish out-
rages were condrmed. I have beenin a position
to know that, from the very beginning ol the war,
they have been

EXTREMELY CRUEL AND BLCODTHIRSTY,

In addition to the natural atrocities of Spunish
warare there 8 added the demorallzaton of
glavery, and those wno belleve in siavery have had
thelr ferocity inereased tenfold in congequence of
the power and growing feeling arrayed againse if,
Those who Lelieve o slavery have been deworal-
1zed by the sysiem,.  This is as true of Cubd DOW as
it was true of the Sonth & dozen or 15 years ago.”’

“But, (General, what do you teink (s going to be
the result of this ¥

"1 hope the time will eome when, elther by the
success of the revolutlonary men there or by the
ectlon of the home government, there will be an
end put to such barbarities as this Virginius
adair."

“Hut what do youn think our owm government
will do abuut this latest outrage

“The government must act upon somie certain,
defined principtes, and not in 4 hasty puassion.
When we do move we must nove coolly and cao.
tiously, bot sull with & determiped purpose, [
dop’t f2ee, though, how the government cau do
otherwise than put her availabdle war vessels in
readinees, and, in case hostliities should come, be
in a gondition not to be laughed ai by the whole
world, A great many men who sympathize with

the revolution have in the past few months had |

falth that Spain hersell would correct thesge con-
tinued oulrsges of the last fve years. If, even
now, Spain should move earnestly and deter-
minedly, it i3 not impossible that she might
manage to reclalm and govern the island of Cuba.””

“Whnat do you tmagine 18 the general feeling of
Americans coneerniug the revolution ¥

“ldon't sce how auy American, especially an
anti-slavery man, can fall to sympathize with the
Cuban movement, for the revolutionary element is
chiefly of antl-slavery nen, and the wiping out of
slavery ia one of the chist wotives of the rebelllon.
I think that (n the end —ubn will belong to the
United States. I'sgreat womercisl importance,
&3 well a8 118 sanitary aavantages, render it desira-
ble that the tslapd should belong to this country,
and, of course, If we acquired the territory sluvery
would disappear at once and forever,'

The Vice President hus almost fally recovered
from kis late indisposition, and during the last 10
days he lias galued an average of o pound n day.
He vigits Boston nlmost daily, and in his perambu-
lations ubout the ety indulges In the exercige of
walking rather than riding,. He will leave for!
Washlogton abont the 27th ust,, nnd linger one or

two days in New York and Phliladelphis while en |

roule, lie will take the chair upon Lie assembling
of Congress, but by the sdvice of his physician
will be careful to avold fatigue in periornung lus
duties, as weli as to eseape, us far as possible, the
beserchings and entreaties of the army ol ofice-
seekers who are s0 olten the terror, If not the
death, of some of our most eticient public servanis,

Opinion of General Batler,
Bostox, Nov, 20, 1873,

Notwithstanding the cluims which an extensive
legal practice have had opon the time and atten-
tion o General Butier daring the last few days, he
has nevertheless found time to dwell upon the
late atrocities at Santiago de Cuba. 1 calied upon
the distinguished gentleman at his office, up in
Pemberton square, this afternoon, and among
other things talked over was 1his grave ques-
tion now uppermost in the public mind. The
conversation vetween the interrogator and inter-
rogated was subssantially as lvllows;—

REPORTER—ATEe you willlng to give your views
on the Cubun complications

ANSWER.—1 hardly know whether I ought to
trust myself to give an opinion opon those mat-
ters, because 1 am an original Cubun and made
oue of the Lone Star League at the time of the ex-
ecation of Lopez and Crittenden under i demos
crasic administration, 1 was exceedingly inaig-
nant st the non-loterferénce of the government
then; but | was a younger man than I am now.
It 18 alwaeys difleult for two natlons 1o

DEIFT INTO A WAR
on account of the miscondoct of subordinate
oftlcials, provided the natlons themselves are will-
ihg to 4o justice to each other. As Innderstand
the facts of our present complications with Cuba
they are domething like these:=The Virginius,
with jour or ive rebel clidels, lelt our shores 1o
VIOLATION OF OUR NEUTRALITY LAWSH,

carrylng somwe 160 or 160 mep recruited in the
Umited States) that the Viranius was & regulurly
registercd American vessel aund entitled to curry

the American fag; that she came somewhere in
the vicatity ol Caba witl her passengers and sris
for the succol of the Insargents, when she wis

relzed by a Spanish vessel, which had ehaged her |

aud overteken hor—(or want ol cogl, probably—
I8 BRITISH WATEGRS:
that slie was then captured, carried to Santlago de

Cuba, Iour of the neargant c pmong whom
was Hynu—all of whom bad previcusiy been tried
und convieted nopder Spanisl law in the Cnban
COUrts, were shot alter an lumedite trial by naval
court mortisl: thae thereupon a large portion of
the passengers of the Virginius were

1ENED 1IN QULD NLOOD.

Now, aith h the tu rebelliun has been
going on fur U FEATR A T, yebthe Spanish
ROVErTIment have alwdys refused to rocognize a
state of belbgerency, aud wl yther navons have
reapecied L view ol Spaln, inrgely becsause
the tnaurgents held no port i Oute with which to
communivate with the outside world,  Now, If
there 14

X0 STATE OF DELLIGERENCY
between Spuin and Cuba there certninly ean be

no state of War, und Spait csnnot, ander treaties,
exercise the war power of pightl of search .'m-i
selgure, Or Vel cuuse the exalulnetion of papers
of & neutril in Spunigh waters, and of course she
cannot tollow soch vessel lnto otuer waters sud
capture her, Toe doctrine Lot was beld (o
THE TREST CASE

was that our proceedings were all wrong becatee
the Trent was nol brought 1o lor sajudicatiun,
What jorm ol adjudieation could Spain make in re.
gord to the Virginius? Thera Lellg no state of
war, shie conld not be o prize ol war.  She caunot he
seized tor any violation of Spain's wunlcipal regula-
tions because she

WAS NOT IN SPANISH WATERS.

She certalnly cannot be deemed & pirate carrying |

an American register and the Ameriean fag, and
in muking ler Way on the high soue apd being re-
celved at Jumaica with comity and cordiality.  For
‘i

VIOLATION OF OUR FLAG
the most ample reparation a.culd be demanded,
and the udvices bad are that Spain ls willng to
give that. For
THE MURDER OF OUR CITIZENS
wa are entitied not only to the most ample repara-
tion thas enn be made by Spain, but such condign
punishinent of the offending subordinate oficers
Who did the murder as will jnsure the sacrednoss
of the American aeck, which s American soll, aod
Insure respect to the natiopality of our citizens
even when engaged in an uniavwial uttempt 1o ald
urrection in another country, It has*heen suid
hat the Virginas, being apon an uninwinl voyage,
:Inl‘ttla:hm‘lr :g:&!cmm Hnra and neutrlity, wias not
A Q our flug. Tuat U
Fataliies g Aty oy judgumelt,
N0 BXCUSE TO BPAIN,
We have not empioyed her as a police officer on
Alie high seas, 108 cloarly the duly of the gove
ernment of the United States to proceed, Lo the
Prompest manner, to have due reparation made,
AFOLOGY GIVEN,
mnd due punishment by Spain’ of her offending
Moars, v W WL we agcorded Lo Brasti o tue

A year |
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case of the capture of the Florida by Colling, and
we can certumnly demand no less, Bul heieln
COMES A DIEFICULTY.
I do not belleve that the home government of
Sputn, with two insurrections sgainst it on s
own soll—the insurgents at Cartagens and Don
Carlos in the mountains—has the power, through
heg present Minisiry, or, indeed, in her present
form of government, to give us that satistuction and
reparalion, except it is u formal one, and certalnly
uot to pansh the officials in Coba.  Her troops
there are reguiars and volunteers. The rrm:l‘:lrn
are largely Uariists, ana opposed to the Cus-
telar government, "f'ne volunteers are, almost to
@ man, pro-slavery, and therefore opposed to the
Castelar government for the |:roulnmnl:ton of
emancipation. 1 feel porspaded that U vastelar
should atbempt to carry oul such measurea as our
nonor demands that he must take in the prelulses
1t would be simply his overthrow, and, 1t ‘mu.‘
THE OVERTHROW OF THE SPANISH REPURLIC.

Bow far consideruiions of the stress of a sister
republic—and the only one, In lact, in Europe, lor
France 18 hardly a republic in name-—shouln deter
us or restraln us from instantiy pressing, even

WITH AKMED FORCE,
our rights, is & question [or wise statesmanship
and the just censtderation of the people.

1 am led to believe thut these execarions o Cuba
have gone on GAMAL the peremptory und express
orders of the Castelar government, and il so may
it not bo quite possible, 11 not probable, that 1t Was
doue by the Cuban oMeiuls on purpose to embroll
the United States with the Castelar government
for its overthrow? If {t should surn ouk to be the

fact that
SPATN CANNOT CONTROL CUBA
| In this regard, then the United States, in my jndg-
ment, have but one thing to o, and that is to take
the matrer into her own hands and take
POSSESSTON OF THR ISLAND OF CURA,
settling the afMalr with Spuin afterwuard by diple-
macy when she has a government with whicl to
diplomatize,
do not see anything clse that I desire to ada
axcept to Bay thal W any event 1 think there
{ should be
| PHOMPT, DECIDED AND RFPFICIENT ACTION
| by the administration; and 1 have no doubt that it
will be taken, to the entire sansfaction of the
people,  Certainly 1 think 1 can answer for it, withe
out being empowered togpeak lor 1t in any manner,
that the preésent administration will be no more
supine or undetermined than was the democratic
administration in the case of Lopez and Crittenden,
Have you any other guestion Lo ask me ?
LrPoRTER—I do net thiok of any other sabject in
this connection,
Axswer—Weil, that is all 1 know abont it,

Scnator Stooktou's Views,
WaASHINGTUN, Nov. 20, 1872,

In an interview with your correspondent Sen-
ator John P. Stockton, ol New Jersey, expressed
his views fully on the question of the Virginius
massacre, He says that the country s fully com-
mitted to the doetrine that (he fdag covers all
under it on the high seas, [t was one
of the main ecauses of our War Wwith
England in 1812, and Las always
been insiated upon by ns and may be considered a
parv of the law of nations. Whnether the inteutions
of those on board the Virginius were hostile to
Bpanish role in Caba or not 18 & question which has
no place whatever In determuning the right or the
Spanish aunthorities to bourd her and make pris-
oners of all oo board. There is no allegation that
the vessel was even suspected of being anything
but what she turned ous to bej no allegation tlat
| the flag was supposed [ruudulently to cover any-
| thing but United States property regularly clearad
|
|
|

from a United states port. The treaty by which

the great maritime Powers agreed Lo Keep naval
, forees respectively on the coast of Africa tosuppress
| the slave trade was foonded on the depial, even
| on that coast, of the right of a eraiser of any nn-
| tion to violate the flag of apother to ascoriain
whether suspicions of the character of a vessel
I might be well founded. What, therefore, may have
| been lound on board the Virginius caleunlsted to

Show that her parposes was (llegal, should have no
| place in the consideration of the present question.

| Bui whatever may be sule of the capture, the sub-
| sequent conduet of the Spanish anthorities toward
| the nuloriunate prisopers was a violatlon of the

law of nations as well a8 ol every prioaciple of

| Christiauity and humanity irgell.  The [nhu-
| man bLutchery of helpless prisoners, even uf
| they Thad been captured oo the sland

| in actual bostilities, with arms [n their hands, 18 &
direct vioiation ol the modern rules of war, and it
must not be jorgotten that the uatrocitics were
committed in cold biood by the commisstoned
offleers of Spain, acting under her autnority. I

| was not the naturul result which could have been
| aniicipated by those ventariyg within the field
| el military operations, nor was it caused by the
| BOL Ol IDSNTEENTE OVer whom the Spanish govern-
| ment had lost temporary control, It was legaily
| the act of the Spaunish government through tielr

n.np:lutuﬂ oMelals, so that the governmeni of
| Spuln must pot only condemn the act of seizure,
but must disavow the act of and punisn
48 cruninals those who violated the laws

of war by shooting prisouers, however captured,
| i cowd blood. 1f it be true that the Spanish gov-
erpment «did allin [ts power by telegraph to pre-
vent the wanton act of cruelty they Cannot reinse
to punish the perpetrators as murderers, Huot (t
Beelis, 4iso, on at least two occasions sipee the frst
sacrifice, at intervals of severul days, alter it was
alleged that the wires had been culb to preveot the
regeption of the mmessages of mercy, otohers of the
prisoners were again shot down under circum-
stances of equal atrocity, If these accounts are
troe, I we have no reason to doobt the good faith
of the home government of Spain, then
Is it not true that waolle she denies that wur
exists on the [sland of Cuba =he shows hersell to
be unpable to prevent the islund from belog an
asylum [for pirates, who, clothed in her uni-
forms# and with her u‘pﬂunncen o WAr. prey upon
tlhiose salling on the high seas, and, bringing rll‘rv-.lr
prizopers home, slaughter them jndiscriminately,
without @ jodicial mmguiry a8 to their several

purposes, business or inieotions, and in de-
spite of the orders of their own govern.
ment and witbout permitting the heljpless

victims even to appeal to their own consulates ?
11 spain 18 helpless to prevent such outrages, now

possessions are sdjacent submit to their repetl-
ton® I tbe government of tae United =tates 15
content, will the wother Christlan nations of
the earth submit to It long? Our gov.
ernment should not be alermed at the up-
pretension that we can  be
design to lwsten a quarrel upon Spailn In order to
tuke gdvantuge of her domestic troubles at nome
and thereby acquire possession ol the (=land of
Ciba. The history of the last five yeura has shown
thut the guverument of the Unlied States Las
filtlled &l Its  obligations to the =panish
guvernment, and has  even been  severely
ceusured by many lor permitting an inluman

War to rage flur Ap jong in  an  asland
adjacent to onr coast without conceding bellizerent
rights to both the belligerent paities, jusrend

F’ ol permitting the Spani
pullE whenever the necess

Heers glone to use our
ities of the war mude it

twportant to them lor any purpose, Whether 1t
would be deslrable lor the United States to acqaire
posscdsion ol Caba, thercby losing o government

revenoe of $45,000,000 anuually from custums aod
adding at thls wme to our populstion uearly

| 800000 bDlacks, many of them npative Africans,
| aud the winole far inierior (o intelligencs to the ne-
| #roes of the South, s much to be doubted ; but that
| 15 = guestion which o no way concerns the governs
| ment o people of this country at ths thme,
| It Spain does not mean openly to defy the
taw of nauons aud throw down the gauoties
to us ghe must disavew the violation of our
flag. I she doea not mwean openly to deafy not

only the law of nations but the laws of clvillza.
| tion, whien are respected by all but savages,

elie muat denounce the continued least of
biood  with which her soldiers have giotted
themselved, Lf she mesns that the United

States should preserve towards her and the Cuban
maurgents toe present status of neutrulity ahp
must give proof of her ability to prevent such
| outrages as that of the Virginions by immediate
| pumshment of those who have done ler so
grievous an injury and forfebed their right (o be
treated a8 civiized combatants, 1f a large fleet of
United states vesseis had been crusing (a Cuaban
waters at the time this capiure and massacre conld
not huve oocurred, If o squadron soould be Sent
now, and should under suullar clroumstances re-
s¢nt an attempt to repeat the occurrence, the re-
gnit would be a naval combiat on the coast of Cuba.
S0 AL appears that such an ocourrences was ouly
pussibie because the Spanish aothorities had a
| EUperior turce on Lhe spot at the moment, and now,

unless the aots of Hurriel be unequivocully con-
| demrued, the presence of tWo Jarge squadrons, ace-
| Ing undor the views of their respective govern-

matiis, may lead to acolllsion.  Though haviug no
| means of knewing the posiion takon by the

Spanish government except that derived through

the publle press, the Senator B unwilling

to  befleve  that  Spain will  hesitate Lo
| Alsavow the violutlon of our Aag and condemn the
| inbumanity of the vutchery, If sbe 8 undbie,
huwever, to prevent urther outrages by bringing

the perpetralors ol thid last ouizage to condign

Punisbiment, it matiers litie us to resulls whether

Uie guvernment of the United States patiently
| BWails lurther outrages, which are sure Lo coms,

OT Acts now with promptitude and deciston. In
relerence w a suggestion that arojtration might
bE PIOfiossil a4 w Proper meuns o delermining the
extent ol the offences committed by thie Spsnish
officers agninst the United States, the law of oa-
tions wnd the laws of Humanity and civiilzation,
and also the proper means and eXtent of repura-
tion 1o be made by Spain o the Unlled states pnd
the friends of the slaugntered passengess
and craw, the Senator thought that the ldea nf
such a proposition would be stmpiy shocking, The
fRcts, a8 Lar a8 gathored, apioar 1o be undispated,
The principles of International law and those of
humanity which control others cannot be the sgn.
Jjees o1 arburation, Lecatuse they are oo fruuiy
eatabliabied ; cannot be decently disputed, anid oan
never bo surrendered. If, however, spuin #houtd
not dispute these propositions, and if the quesiion
pliould, in any part of it, bacome one of disputedl
facts, or the applieation of thess recognized prin-
ciples to the racts of the prozent case, Lrare wonid
#iill be ample time to conslder suclya proposition.
Hut at present, with the infurmation beiore s,
the bare suggestion 18 very much out of pines
in refercnce to the eonree the Spanish government

will take. It l8 sopposable thal that government
| Wil do precisely what it Lias boen slready said they

Anpuwld do—thas 18, Alsavow the acts of Burriet, and

brlog the maleraciors o certdin  punishiment.
It 18 her duty to herseil o do it, for it
would  seem  that  one  cunnot  contemplate
as u  ‘met that @ great Power like =paln

ahould full to [ree 1tsell from the disgrace which
not only the eivilized weorld now, but history for
wll time, will attsch Lo such A crime as Lhut ot
Santiago, How fur she may be powerless 1o punisn
the mulelictors yrainst popular sentiment, lo the
midst of B eivil war at home and Wwith
an insurrection in Cuba, I8 8 more serwus quea-
tion [or us, because it becomes one wiways of difl-
culty &% to what conrse, undersuch cireumstunces,
should be pursued by innocent nentrals whose citl-
#ens are endangered by the inability of o govern-
ment to make Its power felt over Its own subjecta;
and in this case the diMculty 18 nerveased be-
canse Spain, being In no  wise responsivle
for the geis of the insurgents, wouid then admit
A want of responsiblity for the acts, or at least
the power to control tbommﬂ. of elther party.
In rezard to what cour®® Congress would pursue
il now in session the Senstor had not an sasured
ides even, and the future action of Congress
must depend, of course., upon the state
of circnmstances officlally communieated when it
comes into soesion. As to what the conaision of
alairs will be then an lon eannot be salely
ventured, As o member of the Senate Naval Com-
mittee of the last Congreas, Senutor Stockton said
thut he hod advocated (he strengtheniog of the
navy, knowing that o fleet could not ve inprovised
0 mest every emergency, and f there 13 auy
present doubt of oor ability Lo enforce respect lor
our fiag thiough want of & saflelent provision
of ships ol war he regretted tbas views like his
0oWn had not soonur provailed in Uongress,

Opinions of James H., Glass, of Alabama.
WasHiNGTON, Nov. 20, 1873

Representative James H. Glass, of Alabama,
though & native of that Btate, was eduacated in
Hiinols, in the Legisiature of which ho served a
term. He returned to Alabama at the brenking
out of the war and served throughout it in the
Soutliern army. This {8 his secona Congressional
term. He is a democratio member,

On being asked what he thought of the Cuban
troubles, he repled “that the capture of the Vir-
ginius had occurred since he left his State, but let-
térs which he had recelved stated that thronghoat
the South the excitement on the subject was at
fever heat. Cuba had always been looked upon
with a longing eye by tne Gulf States, and deemed
as property belonging to that section of the
coantry. There had been for years o large and

valonble trade betwesn the Sonthern ports and
Havans and other portions of Cuba, This and the
passenger traftic had been much hampered and
mterfered  with by the jealous restrictions
and suspiclons  watchlfulness of the Spanish
colonial authoritles, This made bad fecl-
ing, but aside from  this  there was o
strong sympathy with the lnsurgents and a deslre
in every wanner they could to help them to throw
of the oppressive rule of the remote home gov-
ernment. Tne Captain Generals and the colonial
authurities came out irom Spain, not to stay, but
to make forcunes o the quickest podsible
time aud then retorn to the old country to enjoy
them, Toey cared noghing for the Pruspem: of
the 1sland. Their sole object was to glean from the
land all they could to fill therr pockets, To that
end they taxed and oppressed the people in every
possible way. "

‘W hat would be the nruﬁ})ect of ralsing troops In
Alabamn tor the Invasion of Cuba in case of warf"

“More men would voluateer than the government
woulldl fod uecessary to accept. They would oe
men who had served through the late war as Con-
lederate soiclers—well drilled and disciplined
troopa. A Uonlederate colonel from iy State
told me vesterday thet he intended immediately
on L8 return to talse two regiments and hold
thewm o readiness to be mustered iuto the United
States service in case war shouid be declared, and
that he [#1t sure that he conld organize 2,000 wen

| for that purpose withiu two weeks.!

“What torce would you deem sufficlent as an
army ol iImvasjony

“] dunot know the number of the Spanish land
forees, but 1 suppose they are wmore than 80,000
strong. Twenty-live thousanud Americans, proper-
Iy equipped and oMcered, would easlly put them to
rout. Twice that number, or more, conld
be raised In the Southern States and landed upon
the taland in a very few weeks ufter the declara-
tlon of war, Weshonld be complete masters of
Cuba at the farthest witbin two months from the
cominencement of operations."

“How do you think it wounld do to submit the
question of our complainta to the arbitration of a
tribunal appointed by forelgn Powers 1

“There 15 noching which i8 a fit subject for arbi-
tration. The outrages arce too groat to submit to
uny outside ioterference. The insult {8 too griev-
ous to be thus treated.  All international law has
been rudely thiust aside by the colonfal suthori-
ties. A vessel bearing our fag has been selzed
upon the high seas and the persons on board that
veéssel, claiming to be passengers, and the crew
sailing under 1ts proteciion, have been taken into
f Spanish port, and ihere, withont a proper
trial, shot to death, BSpain does not
scknowledge any war on the 1sjand of Cuba. Then,
05 8 matter of international law, any vessel under
American colors has a4 right to visit any of the
Cuban parts lor the purpose of trade. If engaged
in iliegul trafMe, ghe 18 Lable to selznre aod confls-
cation by due process of law. Bul no Spanish
man-0-War nhas 4 right to seize an American
vessel on the high seas or waters distant over a
lengue or three miles from the Spanish shore. she
has passed vut of the police soversignty and the
court jurtsdiction of Spanish authorty., If
Spain had accorded pelligerent rights to the In-
surgents there might be some possible
excuse jn the claim that she had a right, as an act
of war, 1o seizZe or overuaul vessals of which there
might be strong proof that they were carrying
muooitions  of war and other suppies to the
belligerents; but, w8 she denies all this
atite of afMairs, she hus no right of selzore
other than wnich may arise from the detection on
her awn shores of parties giving ald and comfort
to the insurgents. As for trying und sxecuting the
captain and crew and passengers as pirates, thatis
utterly unjustifiable, The Virginius had on board
her register as an American vessel, with the
proper custom honse papers, and was fying, as
wis her right, the Ameriean lag. When the span-
Ish volunteers fired that volley which killed those
captured on the Virginius, in their blopdthirst

| haste, they lttle knew what would be the resul

long should @ grest country to which her foreign |

oarged with a |

| cumbersd with too m

It will proye to be the dealh voliey over the grave
of Spanisn rale in Cutia.,”

Opinions of T. C. P'att,

The writer had the following conversation with
Mr. Thomas C. Flatt, Congressman elect from this
Btate, on the subject of the Virginius massacre
and the chances of & war with Spain. The writer
queried :(—

“What I8 your opinton, Mr. Platt, regarding the
present eomplications with Spaint Do you think
thit we onght to go tu war to redress the Virginlos
hutehery ™

“Pursonally speaking,’ answered Mr, Platt, “my
voiee I8 for war. It would be popular, and if
brought to a suceessinl close redound to the honor
of the republican party. As a private individual,
therefore, I shonld Join iuto the cry of ‘Hurrah
hoys; lei's gon for war.' Like other irresponsis
ble persons who are now talking war, I should
then feal at lberty to eriticise the conduct of the
administration in case the war policy did not turn
out 62 well a8 (v t8 generally expected; or if things
went altogether wrong lor us, [ should perhaps,
ke others, be Joud in the condemnation of the
guverniaent for undertaking the wor at all.

BUT A8 A CONGHESSMAN

1 should hesitate betore | woud add my voloe to
the vote that would precipitate us luto a8 war on,
wikat | copsider 4 purely techuicul ouestion: 1of
liad the Virginiud neen canzint s fow miles nearer
to the Cuban coast, In Spanist witers, Instead of
belng captured ou the high seas, 1 do uot see what
right tie United States would have had to inter-
lere, except on the score of outraged namanity.

At any rite, before rushilng to wur 1 should connt
the enat. | think the gencral sentiment 8 some-
thing llke this:—There has been o butchery suime-
where and somebody has got 1o be licked,'"

“Po you not think that we ouglt to abate the
Cubun nuisance by aunexing toe siaud ¥ ingoirea
the writer,

To which Mr. Platt replied, with a homorous
twinkie In his eye:—i am in favor of ‘maniiesy
destiny,’ of course, and If the acquisition of the
isiond 18 part of that doctoine L iniuk the sooner we
have Cubas the better, The Vieginind massacra
furnishes us an excellent opportanity Lo carey out
the mapllesi destiny aloresaul.  OF conrse, the
questlun @8 to whether the acqnisition of Cuba
with the parplexine siavery quostton would be an
advantage Lo this countey s open to doabt, Some
American stalesmen hoia that

WE POSRESS ENOUGH LAND ALKEADY.
We could have had Si. Domingo almost for the
AAKILE, and the acquisition of Cube woold cost us
blood as well a8 treasire, 16 18 sald of & DAD #0-
b real estute that he I8
The same might be smd of Unaie

Jand poor.!

sam, Ji we must have Caba now |8 the aceepted
time, But Fsnould mot glve my voie in favor of
War on a were prefaxt. O course the Viegioius
mussacre cannot be too stroogly condemped irom
Lhe hl.audimlul of humanity, and ought to be re-
dreseed.  But [ should very much regret any com-

binstions of events shat wonld contrudict the pop-
alar motto of our President, ‘Let ng nave pesce,’
and f:n‘mpul uf Lo excleim instoad, ‘Let us have
war.'!

Mr. Platt then remarked that he had for the pres-
ent nothing lurther to eay on the Virginias com-
plications, and tue conversation turned upon other
fubjecs,

Opinion of Mr, Thomnas J, Darant.
Wasnrxaron, Nov, 20, 1873,

Tnomas J, Durant, counsel for the United States
on the American and Spaniah Joint Commission, to
whioh asre referred all elaima by our eltizens
Mgaingt Spain, wies found (n e offee bmsily en-
fagedin the prepatation of the new code of the
Unlued Stares. Mr. Durant expressed some sar-
Prise at the depth of feellug mantiested in the
coantry, He thought the New York meeting last
night ahawed tns, and espocially so tn the fact
Hiat gentiemen like the charuisn aastengd W e&-

press themselves go plainly, in advance of offolal
information, Mr. Durant stated that a prominent
forelgn dlplomut here recently said, in conversa-
tion, that the sction of the Spanish authorities was
more vindictive and cruel than any other govern-
ment in Europe would be guiity of even Il the
parties had been canght red-handed., Thiz wos
certainly not the case, 50 far as the (acts were
known., In Iy to u remark the diplomat referred
to said that the United states woold be bound to
gO further—that it had the right to do so—than
the obtiining of reparation, ;puluagy and
indemnity, all of which ha hougut
Spain. would 1{1‘& This ccuntry must demand
guarantecs, ese the Madrid government could
not glve, The Important conscquences hung on
that. Mr, Durant himsell said that there could be
no doubt of the uwnm{ of the Virgmius captore
and of the crime committed in the execution by
General Burriel. The vessel was uot a blockade
runner, & privateer or a pirate. All ol these
::hamlse;l mllr:nt well defined in marll:glo
aw. @ pursue, @8 sue pro

did, an l.uejl'jn.l traffle, but could no
be captured on the high seas. Even 1 properly
taken, her summary condemnatiou, while 1t wus
evident according o the report of her clearance
froin Kingstom Jm% that her papers were regu-
lar, 18 an act outaide international law and add-
miralty procedure, The treaty or agreement of
February 12, 1871, under which an arbitration bad
been agreed upon a8 to claims ugainst Spain by
American eitlzens, nud by which the A meriean and
Spanish Joint Clwins Commigsion was formed, did
uot provide and was never desigued lor uny such
evenis as those now transpiring. They relate to
privale claims, fiied by private parties, not to tha
redressing of national outrages, What was really
to be regreted, upart from our own natlooal rela-
tlon i his judgment, was In it= effect
on tho Bpanish Republie, wWhose saccess w
politicaily ugeakmg. of more consequence than t

of Cuba. . Durant was not prepared to ac{
whether arbitration could be resorted to, thoug
he thought the Madrid government would prescnt
the idem. Un the other hand, he was dls-
posed to believe that the afair had pro-
ceeded too far In @ snmmri way to
be disposed of In any such manner, & was also
of the opinion that if the Virginlus had been cap-
tured in Britlah waiers we ahonid have to present
onr glalin to that government, which would for
herself make a demand on in. The shooting of
ner sabjects, as alleged, would greatly complicate
the case agalnst Spain.

Views of Genersl Jumes 8, Negley.
Prrrssune, Nov, 19, 1870
In conversation on the probable action of the
coming Congress on the Virginins matter, General
James 8. Negley, member of Congress from the
Twenty-second aistrict, said thav he thought there
would be much broader measures proposed than
the recognition of Cuba a8 a belligerent. He

on 4n Rpology for the insult to the fiag of the gov-
ernment and reparation for the losa of life and
gmpen-,r by the payment of an indemnity for the

amage done and the surrender of ail those con-

cerned In the massacre of the Yir ATLY,
To tear Aown onF coubfry’s fag YAM aH‘-
head of a vessel salling under It on the

high seas, which was her only protectlon, scems
to me the most emphatic Insult our government
could pe subjected to, and never shall my vote be
east in countenance of 1t, This aet, 1t appears to
me, Was even i greater outrage than the massacre
of those defenceless men. What right had the
Spaniarda to interfere with this vessel? Her
papers weredrawn up in the proper lorm, her
passengers were properly registered and her
cargo was but merchantable goods. Why, even
ir the Virginins bad been laden to the water's
edge with ammunition she could not be re-
cognized as contraband of war, inasmuch as
Bpain does not recognize Cuba as a belligerent
Fower, and does not recognize oilicially that it bas
wWar with Cuba,

In regard to Secretary Fish's timidity in this
miatter General Negley sald that he felt assured
Congress wonld rebuke the diplomatic action of
the Secretary of State. That body considers he
could have prevented the second massacre. It
Wwas only last year that leading Congressmen were
desirons of a more declded stand on this Cuban
matter, Every man in the Cablnet, with the ex-
ception of secretary F 18 determined to exact
reparation from Spain. Bat the country may over-
comeé Mr. Fish's timidity, for Congress has the
nger to take action npon the presentation by the

estdent of the cese, with his views on the
matter. The*people generally will endorse the
most vigorons licy of the government. A
patriotic feeling hLas been aroused, and it is popu-
larly considered that the action of Spain admits of
no apology.

PUBLIC PEN ARD INK OPINIONS.

Zambranl on Salmeron and Castelar—
‘“Before amd After.”

To THE EpiTon oP THE HERALD:—

. Your leader in last Suanday's HERALD, with re-

gard to the Virginius outrage, suggests o few re-

marks, which I beg leave to make through your

columuns,

While dwelling upon the lawlessness of the
Hgvana “‘volunteers,” and the inabillty of the
bome government to control them, you refer to the
republicans who rule Spain, and quote from a
gpeech of Seflor Salmeron to substantiate your
oWnD reasoning on the subject. But this arjses from
the fact that the leading men of Spain, while in the
opposition, call the government to task for the
misrule of Cuba. and the erimes perpetrated on
that bleeding wiand, as Seflor Salmeron did 1n the
speech referred to, Trume, in that and several
other speeches berore the Spanish Cortes, he bit-
terly denonnced the “volunteers! as a disgruce to
Spain, and called upon the government to restraln
theim, at least out of regard lor the opinlons of the
civilized world. Saddeniy one of the weekly Min-
Isterial erisea of republican Spain placed him |n
the Presidential chalr ol that distracted country,
and soddenly ton he forgot  altogether
the *volunteera" and their lawless dolngs, Not
even a word has he ultered aguinst them,
not even lor consistency’s sake, wille President
of the so-called Repnblic of Spain, Like him, Cns-
telar made the halls of the Cortes ring with high-
sounding language for liberty, justice and the
abolition of slavery as well as other necessary re-
forms in Cubs; but be becomes the chiet Executive
of s?sin and onl grovaa mmself to be one "volun-
teer” more lor Cuba,

Such has ever been the case with Spanigh states-
men, particularly as regards unfortunate Cuba, In
the oppostion thelr voice I8 raised loud and high
for freedom and all the requirements of eiviliza-
tion. bul as soon as they grasp the reins of gov-
ernment their misrule and oppression are Second
to none, to 84y nothing of thetr subserviency to
auy set of wicked men who, like the Havana “vol-
unteers,” know how to lee the powers that be.
For thia reason the Spanish government has not
punished the murderers of the Havana stadents,
nor will even rebnke the perpotrators of the out-
rage apon the American steamer Virginius or en-
denvor to bring to justice the butchers of the crew
and passengers of thai r. Buch murderers
and butchers overawe the Spunish government in
Cuba, and their crimes, #o far as Spain 18 con-
cerned, will continne to go on anpunihed, not-
withstanding the great moral responsibility apd
plighting disgrace that such crimes cast npon that
decreplt nation. A ZAMBIRANA,

Spanish Outrages Upon American Sail-
ors in Cabu=Where Is thie Homor of
the Fiag?

NEW Youk, Nov. 20, 1873,

To THE EMToR OF THE HERALD i—

In April, 1871, 1 was In Sagua, Cuba, 48 master of
the schooner Lillias, of Stockton, Me. When
loaded and ready (or sea & negro was found hidden
on board my vessel. [reported 1t to the owners
of the negro, who took him away, At midnight a
boat Ml of armed suldiers tovk me from my bed,
with orders to take me ashore dead or allve, and
hurried me away to prison, placing me at frst in &
cell wnere several prisoners were slek with small-

pox. My wife and tnfant child were left on board
my vessel, My inale, jearing arrest himsell, took
the schooner's bout and put to sea, belng Anzily
plcke? up In the Straits of Florida by a passing
vessol,

1 was kept in jall 40 days among negroes, China-
men and Spaniards, sll 1o the Althiest cundition
possible, many ol them being actually covered
with vermin. AL Inst, through the exertions of the
AINErican caAptaing in port, who drew np a protest,
which was sent to Uonsnl Hall at Matanzas, that
grutieman came to Sagua, and In a week after hia
arrival [ was roleased, without having had a trinl
of any charge naving been made AguInAt me #0 (ar
as [ conld ascertain, 0

I had to pay for all 1 had to eat, for a cot Lo alee
on and for the privilege of walking in the jal yard,

A sallor was taken irom an American vesael and
eontfined in the sams prison with wme. The Ameri.
can Consnl seemead Lo take no interost 1o his case
or mine unt obliged to do 80 by mAsLers of ves.
pels there.  The sailor, when relessed aesveral
montls alter, was a living skeleton,

Upon my arrival in an  American port 1 found
my vessel very much injured by having no care lor
40 days, and my detention In prison bad cost e
at least §1,000, Now all this would not nave hap-
pened If we had a Consul in Sagua who cared (or
the honor of lus conntry's tag or felt any interest
iu the wellfare of an American cluizen, I do pot be-
lieve that our bws been holsted over the Con-

ulate (n BITIIII or years,

Tho same thing can be sald of Cardenas. Wo are
obliged to submit to any and all Indignities that
muy be offered us in Cuba, and whenh wo protest to
onr consuls againat any outragé they coolly inform
us that we must submit to It

And for the last six years we have been treated
with contempt m Cubi, simply because we were
Amoricans, and they had every reason to behiwve
that no murder or outrage or insul uld ever bo
;:;ngua on them by the government®E the United

tos,

1t 1% time the Hpaniards In Cubn wers tooght a
Jesson they will never forget, and tho insults they
nave oferod us were wasied out in thelr blood,

For myseil [ expect to recelvo no redress ior my
wrongs, unless a chance |8 given me to shoulder &
musker guder the American Aag on the island of

JUBKPH GRIEFRL of
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thought the majority of the members wonld lnsiat

muster
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DEFENCES OF HAVANA.

Fortifications and Garrison of the
Cuban Capital.

How the British Captured It 100 Years Ago—
The City Vulnerable from the Land Bide—
The Morro, Cabana and La Punta

How Havana Can Be Reduced
To-Day.

Cuba, considering ita grest valne as a producing
country and its highly important geographical posi-
tlon, haa been notably exempt from forelgn attock
since Its discovery and scttlement by the Spune
laras Of all her possessions in Americs, Castillan
dominion, with the exception of a perlod less than
& year, has rematned intact on the [8land, which is
perhaps the richest colony possessed by any Euro-
pean Power in any part of the globs, At sn early
day the occasional eruptions of buccanecrs gave
rlsa to the necessity of fortifying its harbors, The
peat of government having been vransferred from
Santlago de Cuba (which I8 now identificd with one
of the most barbarous massacres of recent times)
to Havana, defensive works were erccted at the
latter place, which have been continued and ex-
tended until the city has become one of the strong-
est in this part of the world. For muny years Span-
ish gaileons and flotillas assembled at Havana be-
fore finally croasing the Atlantie. Dut while hostil-
ities raged in nearly every part of the West Indies,
the mother country being an active participant,
Unba, with ita 1,400 miles of peaconst and its num-
erous harbors, remalned free from the sound of hos-
tile cannon, except on the two occasions to be
mentioned hereafter,

Havana has always been a naval headijuarters—
was used for fitting ont expeditions to operate
agoinss the enemica of Spain; but as the olly was
considered almost impreguoable, though it is actu-
ally the key to the entlre Isiand, it was deemed
prudent to avold attacking the place, Wiln Have
ana in the possession of a hostlle force the rest of
Cuba would be of little or no value.

FREEENT HTRENGTH OF HAVANA.

The present strength, of Havaua Isa maiter of
the greatest interest. Ita generalplan of defences
Lias been constructed in the old style; out a pro-
fusion of treasure has of late years been expended
to render the city and harbor as far as posstble
proof against all assanlts. And it is highly proba-
ble, from the lortifcations that have been erected,
the precautions that have been taken, the dim-
colties that have been thrown in the way, and the
ease with whieh the defences thomselves can be
used  agalnst  attack, that the capture of
Havana would be @& difflonlt enterprise to
accomplish, The walls of the city, run-
ning from the mouth of the harbor aeross the
peninsula to the inner ahore, enclose an ellipse of
2,000 yards by 1,100 yards; buot at the present rime
more than twice that space oulside of themis
completely covered by buildings. There are six
forts, numerous land and water batteries, Torming
4 continnous line running along both shores, be-
sidea the walls and citadel. The forl: are named
the Morro, La Cabafia, Principe, La Punta, Atares
and Numero 4, or San Diego.

MORRO OASTLE

i3 deemed impregnable, but 1t 18 believed o com- |
petent naval force could paas it. Even if success-
ful, however, 1,000 guns could be brought to bear
on the ships after entering the harbor. For this,
among other reasons, military authorities agree
that if the place be taken 1t must be taken by
operations conducted on land. La Cabafia is as
strong, if not a stronger work, than the Morro. In
1762 the latter was battered an entire day within
#hori range by three English line of batule shipa.
They had to retire without makiog any im-
preasion, alter being badly disabled. Raynal, a
competent authority says, “The Morro I8 ralsed so
high above the level of the sea that even u first
rate vessel of war could mot batterit. but La
Punta has not the same advantage. 1% 18, pever-
theless, so situated thatit can only be attacked by
a very narrow channel, in which the assailants
must be exposed to such a tremendous fire as few
would be able to withstand.

HAVANA CAN ONLY BE ATTACKED ON THEK LAND SIDE
with any hope of success, and, even should such
an attempt be made, the diMculties to which a be-
sieging army would be exposed are almost insur-
mountable.” One of these I the great scarcity of
good water, It could omly be fonnd nine miles
from the city, and the people, aware of its absolute
necessity, would use every exertion to cut off the
supply. It would, therefore, be necessary, in case
of the city being invested, that the besiegers
should have strong detachments in intrench-
ments  to  protect the watering places and
prevent communtcation with the camp belng lnter-
rujted. But this diMeulty, with all others, would be
certainly overcome by an enterprising and deter-
mined commander having adequate resources at
his disposal, It |8 clear, however, that o large
army would be required to invest Havuna, anda
powerful fleet to act in co-operation. All the in-
surgents require 18 arms, and these could be very
casily landed on either the northern or sonthern
coast of the district in which they operate. The
patriot forces would be able to take care of all the
Spanish troops outside Havana, where the garri-
8son s reported to ve 20,000, not inclnding the
numerous sulps-of-war, with sheir sailors and
marines,

IRON-CLADE AND FORTS.

A naval officer of very high rank |8 reported to
have recently said that our navy could eusiiy enter
Havana; that a fleet can pass anything, He
Seemed to be under the impression that the forts
and batteries Dhave nothing heavier than 32
pounders, asnd that the Spanish authorities were
Without torpedocs—the only shings that can

close & chanpel. It {8 beyond question that
the  Spanish  men-ol-war  carry a8 heavy
metal aA vessels of other nations, and it
doed not seem probable  they  wounld ueglect
UsIng them in their jand detences, The Spunish
naval ofMcers are conceded to be very competent
in thelr profession, and the naval attiché of their
Legation at Washington cannot have overlooked
the special attention given 1u this country 1o the
matter of torpedoes. Hut if, al:uur:ung to Raynal
and others, Havana can only be taken by land, the
work in the event of war would become a compara-
tively eusy one to the United States. And ab this
poiut it has to be moutioned that such was the
opinfon of the English when the city was attacked
and ca_ﬂ:umd by them, alter @ lour days’ siege, in
1764, @ large feet of 19 ships of the line and 18
Irigntes thit wccompanled the expedition were on-
able 1o make any impression ou the sea defence,
The work was all on land. Thestrength of Havana
in 1762, in comparison with the British naval and
mlirtary force that appeared before 1t at that time,
Wa8 88 great B8 it 1% o-day, taking into acconnt
thgmdvances made since then In the selence of
waf, when iron-clads, 600-pound gons, repeating
rifeaand torpedoes are brought Into operation.
THE ONLY POWER TIAT EVER ATTACKRD CUBA

was Great Britaln, On the first oconsion the invae
klon ended most disastrously; on the second
Havann fell Into ner hands. The partioulars of the
slege appended 13 at this moment Instructive rewd-

ug.
VERNON'S DISARTROUA EXPEDITION,

In 1741 Admiral Vernon, with a large feet and
12,000 troops under Lord Oatheart, was despatohed
to the West Indles for the purpose of attucking the
commerce of Spain and capturing her most vaig-
able posscasions in Amerien, He made an attompt
to rednce Carthagena (Ecaasdor), in wnich he (alled,
alter lumnng very hoavy losses. He returned to
Jamaica with s iragment of his  beaten and
digpirited expedition, and determined to fall npon
Cnba. His military lorce was reduced to 8,000
avalable men, which he augmented by 1,000 ne-
groes, who were drilled and armed for the enter-

rise, Yernon satled for the southesst part of the
sland and anchored 1n Guantanamo Bay, in which
I8 situate Santingo de Ouba, where the massacre
of the pussengera and crew of the Virginios
took place. The troops were landed and
encamped  at @ distanoce  of 9D miley
farther up the river. He found Santiago too
KLrong Lo uttack, however, and nia mon remained |
an l.mev Ingotive. 'The Spanlards lIkewiss reaoived
to let Vernon nlone. He remaited antl Novemn.
ber, whon the expedition retarned to Jamalow. On
the troeps the plotare I8 representodg ag
being sadder than {f they vome 116m u ferce
campnign. The fine ar that bad ieit England
14,000 strong was now reduced to 2,000, Discuse,
catsed by had salted Provisions in a state of ju.
tridity and excesacs m ram while |(n Cuba, cut off
in a fow monthe over hall of Varnoa's troops,
When the news of the disastrous resuls reached
England the kingdom was fled with muartanes and
discontent, and the peopie wera viagrunad in pro-

ortion to thiat sanguine hope by which they had

.bravely

secomplianen notang uevonn
soldiers, the rauhrlstuulmf ol Guantansmo Bay by
the nuine of Cumberland Harbor, in compliment to
one of the King's brothers (a name it vory briety
retalned) and W8 own disgrace, (t wonld appear
that it was not sufficlent to cause Great Britain to
abandon a project which, It was belleved, promised
booly even beyond reach of caleulation,

TIR ENGLISH INVADING FORCRE.

Engiand bhad all along kept a greedy eye fixed
upon the French and Spansh possesdions in
America. Her esslons In Canade and in the
Woest Indles led to the lormation of what 18 known
in history as “The y Compace" between
France and The two Ilatter Powers were
oharged with wsing undue means to induce Porta-

to enter (nte an alllance with them (o resisg
¢l Britaln, Thois was in 1761, 20 iem_ alter
Vernon's disastrous enterprise befere nnU?o de
Cnba, War existed with France, and Sir James
Douglas had captured Martinigue. The English
Ministry professed 1ts anxiety to remain 4t peace
with n, white 1t secretly collected a large fleet
and army 1o make a descent on CoYa.
WHEN WAR WAS AGAIN DECLARED,
in June, 1762, 4 squadron ssled from Por
upder Admiral Pococke, with 20,000 troops, com-
manded by the Earl of Albemarle. These were
Joined by Sir James Do 8 v and, thus
united, the expeditlon consigbed of 19 ships of the
line, 1% smalier ships of war and 160 transports.
To svoid the tediousness of the common v ]
Pococke boldly explered a perdous way along the
Bahamas, and without the slightest accldent ap-
peared belore Havana.,

Tue arrival of the English was a surprise, for it
was the first intimation the Cubans Lad of the exist-
tence ol war, Nevertheless, Havana was of sufl-
ficlent strunﬁn, by art and pature, 10 make a
vigurous defence. The city was fortified with the
utmost akill, cost and care, As tho t mart and
oentre of Spanish American trade, Within the har-
bor lay 12 ships of tue line; within the ram-
parta was a large army, including the country
miiitia, scarcely inferior to the attacking force. Be-
sides these, the strong works flanked with bastions,
which defended the main body of the place, the
DBATTOW entrance to the harber was secured by two
torts well nigh deemed impregnable. And here 1t
may be mentioned thut the oniiy usp made of the
fleet during the siege was to sink three of them be-
hipa g strong boom at the mouth of the harbor.
The English landed: June 6, two miles southeast
of Havana, withoat loss or opposition. They wers
divided into two corps. One, under General Ilhotr,
advanced a considerable way into the comntry,
whie the other, under General Kagpet. besieged
Morro Castle, The duliculties atlending the opera-
tione seemed insurmountable. The construction
of batterics commenced June 12, but so thin was
the s0il and so hard the rock beneath, that the ad-
vance was made very slowly. To cover their ap-

roaches the English had to use bales of cotton,
irought from Jamaica by BirJawmes Douglas, Thore
Wis

the 108a of his

N WATER IN THE VIUINITY.
It conld be haain the neiﬁlborhoud of the camp,
hut it was go impure that instead of afording re-
flel Iv would only prove deéadly. The unly good
water that could be cbtained wes ot & distance ol
thres leagues, and could only be procurad in boals,
Heving po other way to get a supply, Albemarie's
troops had to depend upon the slups, The labor of
cutting roada through the wooeds and drawing the
artiljery was so excessive that many dropped down
dead with the fatigue. However, the bDatterica
were raised to aasall the Morro and the ships; a
sortic In force was repulsed, buione day thres
ships of the English fleet stationed themselves as
close a8 they could to the fort, and durlng seven
bours attempted o dismonnt 1t 8. They wera
compelled to withdraw without produclug the
slightest effact, alter susiaining great injury from
the Morro's fire. The principal English battery was
also aestroyed, it had reguired the labor of 604
men for 17 days to complete it. It was consumed
in o few hours, and all had to be constructed anew.
Disense had reduced the invading army to hall ite
number; b,000 soldiers were unfil for duty and 2,000
sallors were in the same conditlon. An expected
reinforcement of
FOUR THOUSAND TROOPS FROM NEW YORK
had not arrived, A lodgement was at length mads
in the covered way, and an attempt made to dis-
lodge the beslegera proved unsucoessful. The suc-
cor long walted for and so mpeh needed at last
reachea cump trom New York, a breach wus made
in the walls, and, on July 30, the fort wus stormed
and carried. Four hundred Spaniards were
drowned and as many more laid down thelr arms.
Yelasco, the Governor, and the Marquis de Gon-
gales, the sgcond ‘og:unand, were Killed after
tin the last. New works wers
now commenced to attack the clty. The Governor
was summoned to surrender. He retorned a civil
but firm refusal. Albemarle opened niy batteries
with such effect that flags of truce soon amieared.
and on the 13th Augnst, 1762, aiter 44 days’ slege,
the clty was occupied by the British forces.
THE OAPITULATION
yielded to the conquerors Havann, with 180 miles
of country to the westward. The feet whieh fell
into thelr hands congisted of nine ships of the hine
und four Iri; :nh!;ll;loch. with the three sunk at
the month of the r and two destroyea on the
atocks, 2 ng the entire Spanish squadrom,
which made po attempt to act against the enemy,
thoogh o swall French naval force attucked a con-
voy und captured six ships, with 500 men, {nthe
vicinity of Havana during the siege, The treasure
in ready money, tobacco and othier veloable mer-
chandise taken by the beslegers was estimated at
$16,000,000, The rarrison were allowed the honors
?f wir pud safe conveyance to Spain. The English
088 Was over 2,000 men, but & greater number
afterwaras aied of slekness, which raged. as stated,
to a great extent on shore and on shipboard, The
division of the prize mouey caused great scanrdal.
Admiral Pococke and the Earl of Albemarle ench
fm. $000,000, while the oflicera and crew came ln
or very small sums, At the conclugion of peaes, in
1763, Cuba was restored to Spain in exchange lor
Florida, which was reconquered from the English
at & later date. The British occupation, which
lasted eleven months, gave the first great impotus
to agriculture and trade In Cubs by opening
foreign markets to its prodoee.
HAVANA NOT DIFFIOULT OF CAPTURK.

SBinee 1762 Cuba has remained undisturbed in the
hands of Spain, with the exception of the few tili-
bustering expeditions from the United States, each
of which ended disastrously, and of the tnsurree-
tion now in progress. Sensible of the importance
of the island, and proﬁtiuf by the disasters of
1762, the Spanish authorictles have not only re-
paired the former fortiflcations, but have addea
new ones. The Morro aud La Puunta, which only
eXiated then, have been supplemented by four
other works, all of which, [t is understood, are
grmed with the heaviest modern guns, The
English, with a force of 20,000 troops, graatll{ re-
Aduced by death and disease, took Havana, after a
comparatively briel siege, while the entire populn-
ton of Cuba was a unit, The garrison and ships
Ol war were as strong and as numerous in 1762 as
those that can be now found In Cthe cttly and
harbor. An enterprising and able general like
Sheridan, with 40,000 men, would make as short if
not shorter work than Albemarle did In the last
century. Military authorities agree in saying this
number wenld pe necuuur{. The United states, in
the event of hostilivies, oeuld count on 50,000 native
allles, whio need only arms to muke them csctive
goldiers, To effect a landing could not be a very
dangerons eperation.  ‘The most important daty
the navy wouid bave to perform_would be to cover
the debarkation ut some suitable point. This ac-
complished the tall of Havana would be (nsured,
and with the fall o1 Havana Cuba would cease to be
Spanish. It 13 well, however, to understand the
strength of sSpain and the dimeuities to be en-
countered In the island if war s to coms. This
knowledge will point ant the necessity of making
due preparations to insure success.  The Phi-
lippine Isiunds in the Pacillc would easily be cap-
tured by vur Asiatic feet, U such wus deemed ad-
visuble,

CAPTURE OF PHILIPPINE ISLANDA,

On the breaking out of hostilities in 1762, in pur-
guance of orders recetved irom England, an expedi-
tion was despatehed (rom Madras soainet Luconia,
the prineipai of the Phiippine Islands, Eloven
Suips of war, with 2,500 troops, under General
Draper, were ready to sail. The Spaniards, not
being acquaimted with the fact of war having been
deelgred. were entirely auprepared for the appear-
ance of an enemy's ek, it been otherwiso
the Engilsh force would haye Rrovcd unegnal to
the task undertaken. The Archbishop of Manila,
who was the supreme tuler of the i1slands, how-
ever, determined to make A vigorous dolenco,
The Spenish troops were small in number, but
they were reinforced by & number of natives, who
fought with the greatest desperation. Manila and
Onavite were stormed twalve days alter the British
landed. The Indians, who were armed only with
bows, arrows aod spears, made a sortie and were
cut to pieces, They are represented to Lave

nawed with their toeth at the nl)'auets Lhiat brans-

xed them. Draper’s forces, which were partl
made up of Lascard and Bepoys, plundered an
deatroyed the towns, and the uniortunate (nhabi.
tanta Mad to suller all the horrors ol war. Several
ships of war and a large quantity of military stores
were gaptared, and n ransom’ of $4,000,000 was
agreed to be pald In eonsideration of sparing pri-
vate property. ‘Ilie PLilippines wire subsoquonily
restorad to srun. In whose possession they have
sinoe remaimad,

RIOT ON BTATEN ISLAND,

The residents of Staten lsland were thrown intoe
consternation yesterday alternoon at the rumor of
@ riot among the laborersat Port Richinond, The
citizens flocked from all purta of the county In oAr-
riages and BLroot cars to the scens of actlon, and
were anxious to Ond out all the partieninrs, 14 ap-

poars that Dr, Martindule, & well known resident
of Richmond ¢ounty, hired filteen men 0 14y &
sower from [is residence to the river (the Kill von
Kull), and while at work thoy were arrested by
twenty-iive special oMeers, who wers detallod by
the Buard of Alaermien to stop the work, and who
refased at their last meoting the privilege to Dr,
Martindale to run a waste pipe (rom his residonce,
The men wers arraigned before Justice Middle-
brook, who immedistely dmcharged them; and
BOul afler they were roarrested and brought be-
fove the pame Juatice, who peain discharged them.
On agnin resuming work a fight occurred betwaon
the conatables wod the laborers, which lasted for
some tine, nutl they were finally separated by the
sounty police,

SUDDEN DEATH OF AN UNKNOWN AN,

Crry oF Kixosron, N, Y., Nov, 20, 1878,
A man, apparently abont 40 years of uge, & pas-
seuger on the steamer James W. Daldwin, died
suddenly on e bout soon after (s arriviel tnae

night, The jJury rendered n verdiot of death rrom
hoart disease, From papers on his porson the
MAN's name was thonght tw be Michael Mebiride,

on olovated. Bub, thoush Vermon's expedition

but nothing rurther s Known about hum.



