
CUBA.
Arrival of the Virgioius at Havana with

Spanish Colors at Iler Masthead.

Fifteen of the Virginias' Passengers
Sentenced to Imprisonment.

IAMES OF THE VICTIMS OF THE "8TH"

The Spanish Cabinet Desire to Settle Honor¬

ably, but Must Have Cuba.

THE SPANISH CABINET.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.

A Satisfactory and Honorable Settle¬

ment, but Cubit To Be Held.
M aphid, Nov. is, 1873.

The Spanish Cabinet arc unanimously in favor ol'
a satisfactory and honorable settlement of the Vir¬

ginia difllculty, but regard the maintenance of
the integrity of Spanish territory as essential.

ilpaniitlt Pnt.ii Advice For a Kupture of

Relations.

Madkiu, Nov. 18, 1873.
The Dlario Espanol, tlic organ of the Alphon-

Bists and hostile to the present Ministry, advises
the government to send General Sickles his pass¬
ports.

THE NEWS FUOM CUBA.

TELEGRAMS TO THE HEW Y01K HERALD.
Tile Steamer Virsimun Arrived at Ha¬

vana Under Recort of Spanish War

Vessels.
Havana, Nov. 18, 1873.

The steamer Virginias arrived here at two

©'clock this afternoon. She entered the harbor
with the Spanish colors at her masthead. A pro¬
cession was formed, consisting of the Isabella la
Catolica and another man-of-war in advance, the

Viryiuius following, and her captor, the gunboat
Tornado, bringing up the rear. In this order tliey
passed up the harbor, the shores of which were

lined vvitli crowds of citizens. There was some

cheering along the lines o! spectators as the Tor¬
nado passed.
Terms of Imprisonment of Fifteen of tlic

Vii'igiiiiii-t Prisoner!.The Murder Roll
of "the Sib".Communication Cut off

Between Han/.itnillo ami the interior.

Frfglu or tine Townspeople.
Havana, Nov. 18, 1873.

Of the members of the crew or tho steamship
VlrglnluM who were not killed by the Spaniards at

Santiago de Cuba four were condemned to the
clmiii gang lor llle, three to eight years" imprison¬
ment, eight Jour years' imprisonment, and three
were set at liberty.
The following are t he names and ages of

THE CUBANS JSUOT ON THE 8TH INST.

Artuio Loret Moia, 18 years, 6 months.
August in Yarona, 28 years.
Oscar Varona, 19 years.
Guillcrmo Volls, 24 years.
Jos6 lioite, 2ti years.
Salvador Penedo, 23 years.
Knrtquc Castellanos, 2H years.
Augustln Santa Kosa, 40 years.
Justo Cousuegra, 26 years.
Francisco i'orrapita, 19 years.
Jos<? Otero, 27 years.
Ilcrmmlo Quesada, 18 years.
AH the above were well known In the island,

several having seeu service already in the Cuban
army.

FK1GUT OK THE INHABITANTS OF MANZANILLO.

Owing to the continuous cutting ot telegraph
wires in the vicinity of ManzaniUo, news Irom the
latter place, up to the 14th inst., has just been re-
ceiveti by steamer to Batabano anil from thence

telegraphed here. The people were in fear ol
another attack from the Cuban forces, who still
encircle the town ami have cut off all
communication between the town and
the interior. Additional barricades have been

constructed, and some of the streets leading
toward the interior arc completely obstructed.
Reinforcements of troops reached the city yester¬
day, nnd the crews of the tew irtinboats in the har¬
bor came ashore at night to do guard duty and to

assist, in detending the city in case of another

attack. A large number of families have lelt the

city, while others, especially women and children,
have taken up their abode aboard of the gunboats
and other vessel* lying in the harbor. The houses

of some of these families were burned ami sacked

during the last attack of the insurgents.
Bt'MOH OK GKNKRAt. VICKNTK (iAUCIA'S HEATH.

A rumor, which nas been frequently circulated
on former occasions, is that the Cuban General
Vicente Carcia was killed during the attack on

Manzanillo.

LONDON PRESS OPINION.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
The Dally Telegraph Advises the United
States to Acknowledge the Brlligercncy
ot the Insurgents*

London, Nov. 1?, 13" !.
The Dally Telegraph of this morning has another

leading article on the Virgiuius affair. It says:.
"Considerations of policy and humanity would

lead England to view favorably the annexation of
Cuba to the United States. That the American
government will await the reassembling or con¬
gress before taking action in the Virgiuius matter
Is evidence that Its policy will not be governed by
popular clamor. We do not despair of a peaceful
solution ot the question, in view of the dtillculty
the United states would experience In retaining
possession of Cuba If annexed we would advise the
government of that country to acknowledge the
belligerency of the Insurgents and ultimately
guarantee the independence of the island, asking
in return the abolition of slavery."

NAVAL MOVEMENTS.

Secretary Robeson lit Consult!* t Ion with
Officials at This Statlon-»The CJovern-
Mtnt Means llaslness.
The event at the Brooklyn Navy Yard yesterday

the visit of Secretary Robeson. That dis¬
tinguished member of the national Cabinet was
driven through the York street entrance of the
yard while tho bell was ringing lor the workmen
to return to work, about 10 minutes beiore one
o'r.lock. The Secretary, who was accompanied byMr. Isaiah Hanscom, Chief of the Bureau of Con¬
struction and repairs, alighted from the can In
front of the Lycenm Building, and was received by
caotaiu ltaiDh chaodnu-. escorted tho Sc^rc-

' tary and Constructor np stairs and Into the
presence of Admiral Rowan. The Captain of the
receiving ship Vermont was notified at once to Are
the proper

HALHTK OF NINETEEN (1IJNS.
The order was complied with, the guns belching

forth the requisite uuinber of blank cartridges lu
rapid succession. The Secretary requested that
Chlel Engineer Henderson, in charge ol the Hteam
engineering department ol the yard, he sent for;
also, Chief Engineer Sewell, in charge ol the ma-

cliincry anoat ou thw station; Captain Mead, In¬
spector of Ordnance, and one or two other officials.
With these officers a loug conversation was hart,
extending over an hour and a half. They were
closely questioned hh to the materials and labor
of their several departments, and instructed con¬

cerning I he necessity of exercising care, with ex¬
pedition and despatch. In the discharge of the re¬

sponsibilities of their several orilces. Upon the con¬
clusion of the oonference the Secretary visited a lew
of the departments, and then drove off, the "ma-
pino guard" at the gate "turning out," and pre¬
senting ui tiis to tlie Secretary as ho was driven by.
WHAT TUB CHIEF OF CONSTRUCTION ANI) RBFAIH8

SAYS.
The writer had a brief conversation with the

Chiel 01 the Bureau of construction and llepairs,
Mr. Isaiah Uauscom, upon the Cuban question,
during which lie said that "the government meant
business; there could be no mistake on this head.
Vessels were being titled out with all despatch,
ami the object of the visit of the Secretary was to
conler upon the subject of construction and re¬
pairs that he may be personally apprised of the
exact condition of the work ol preparation, lie be¬
lieved that In the course 01 three weeks, at the
farthest, the government would have a very fine
fleet ol vessels in Cuban waters. There would prob-
ably be is or 20 ships of war there by that time,
ami this squadron would be relnioreed con-
stun ly, If necessary. Of course, war can¬
not be declared by any other authority than
that Of Congress, but Inquiry would be made by
our lleet as to the exact position of the
Vlrgiuius at the time of her capture, whether slio
wason the high seas or In British waters." The
reporter inquired as to how tins important ques-
tlou of locality was to be decided unless they were
llrst to "knock the shackles on" the survivors of
the massacred crew of the Virmnius. "They would,
of course, have to betaken before that point In
dispute could be settled," rejoined the Chief. He
felt perfectly satisfied that the administration
"meant business," but Congress must approve the
acts.

JUNIATA.
The Juniata, Commander I). L. Brame, did not

sail yesterday, owing to the unsettled condition of
the weather, she received an addition to her
crew or '28 men, however, and will sail to-day
under sealed orders.

RECRUITS
are coming into tne yard at the rate of 12 and 15
per day. The "runners," whose business it Is to
lurk about the haunts of seaiucn in New York and
porsuadc them that thev can get tneiii shipped in
the navy npon payment of $10, are doing a good
business just now. There is not, however, the
slightest occasion for a sailor to put himself under
the shai ic-iiKe protection of these "runners."
whose only object is to ileece hlrn. Any man lit
lor sea service can shin -at the rendezvous or on
board the Vermont upon personal application.

VISITORS EXCLDHK1) FROM'THE YARD.
In accordance with instructions of Captain

Chandler, who acts upon tlie orders oi the
Admiral, it was announced last evening that.
for the future, Visitors other than representa¬
tives o!' the press are to bo excluded from
the Navy Yard. This order proceeds lroru the filet
that the rush of people during t lie past two weeks
has been so great tiiat the regular business ol the
yard has been Interfered with.

THE WORKING FORCE.
The force at the yard was slightly increased yes¬

terday. More men will be taken on each day as
rapidly as they can be made available by the mas¬
ter mechanics ol the several departments.
Work on the Colorado Is being pushed forward

rapidly. The Minnesota was uiken alongside the
dock, abreast the derrick, and a large lorce ol men
will be set to work on her.

TDK MINNESOTA.
Mr. Morehouse, tne active mate who superin-.

tends tiie movements ol vessels at the yard, as¬
serted yesterday that, In Mts judgment, it wonld
not be possible to put tlie Minnesota lu condition
lor sea before the 1st of April. As lor tlie Roanoke,
or whfgh so much has been written, she is not fit
lor servioe except in t lie harbor.that is, II his
opinion lie the correct thing, and his long experi¬
ence and lamlllarity with all these vessels and
their qualifications icuds weight to Mate More¬
house's diagnosis.
The monitor Dictator, now at New London, win

lie taken to Brooklyn for repairs in ale*' uays.
ller destination is Cuba when ready.

The IJouble-Turreted Monitor Terror
anil Tltrec Other Monitors To lie Made
Ready for Cubit.

PHILADELPHIA, NOV. 18, 1873.
The donblo turreted monitor Tjrror is ordered

to be made immediately ready ior Cuban waters.
She is one of tlie largest war sUips in the service.
Two other lorniidable monitors arc ordered to be
repaired at the earliest; moment. They will be put
tinder way in the morning. The Naval Construc¬
tor here is doing all in his power to get the ships
ready, and, could the mechanics be untram¬
melled, there would be no fear of the immediate
preparation of all ships ordered out to sea.

Activity in the Navy Department.A
Series of Changes in Connection with
the Getting Ueady.

Washington, Nov. 18, 1873.
Lieutenant Edward X. Keliogg la ordered to the

iron-clad steamer Saugus as executive oflicer at
Key West, Fla. Lieutenant Commander William
Whitehead is ordered to temporary recruiting duty
at Cleveland, Ohio. Lieutenant Zera L. Tanner is
ordered to temporary recruiting duty at ButTalo,
N. V. Lieutenant Arthur H. Fletcher is ordered to
tue temporary command of the receiving ship at
Washington, 1). C. Lieutenant James A. Chesley
and .surgeon Thomas N. Penrose are ordered to

temporary rccruititig duty at Cleveland, Ohio.
Master Charles T. Norton and Passed Assistant
Surgeon K. H. Ware to temporary recruiting duty
at itutiaio, N. Y. Paymaster Ambrose J. Clark
to duty in charge of stores at Key
West, Ha. First Assistant Engineer llobert
L. Harris to recruiting duty at Baltimore.
Lieutenant Commander E. T. Woodward la
detached trom the Saugus and ordered to return
home aud report on His arrival. Master John B.
Hodman is detached from the Michigan and or¬
dered to the Juniata. Master F. E. Upton is de-
tallied from the Juniata and placed on waiting or¬
ders. Assistant Paymaster Frank Bisscll has been
detached from duty in charge of stores at Key
West, Fla , and ordered to remain on duty there
as assistant to Paymaster Clark. Assistant Pay-
ma -ter E. I!. Calhoun is detached lrom the tfaugus
and ordered lo return home and report his arrival.
Assistant Paymaster Frank H. Clark lrom special
duty at Key West aud ordered to the Saugus.
Work at the Gosport Navy Yard. l'he
irou-t'.'ad Maliopuc Being Kapldiy
Made llratly. 1'he Maliopuc unil Man-
lialtnn to <fuin Admiral Scott's Squad¬
ron.

N0iiF0T.it, Va., Nov. 18, 1873.
The fitting out of the Iron-clad Mahopac at the

Oosport Navy \ arcl for the Cuban waters continues
with the greatest activity day and night, aud
everything necessary to put her iu proper trim for
active service Is being done. The stir and bustle
visible attracts the looker-on. Messengers may be
seen hurrying to and from the various official
headquarters, carrying despatches and orders.
The orders previously given to Captain
Is. K. Owens to take command of the
Matiopac were revoked and he was ordered to
duty in the Navy Yard in charge of the ordnance
an<i navigation bureaus, in this department he is
ordered to use every exertion to push matters for
ward with the utmost despatch, and his well knowu
activity is a guarantee that the work will be
promptly and caremily attended to. Various ru¬
mors were in circulation as to the receipt of im¬
portant orders, but a proper reserve ou the part or
the official was uottwabie. Lieutenant Comman¬
der E. Hark la looked for here to take the com¬
mand or the Mahopac as executive otllccr on the
.jatli inst.
The steamship Powhatan Is expected lrom Phila¬

delphia io convey the Manhattan aud Mahopac to
Key West, there to await orders lrom Admiral
Scott, commanding the squadron.
The United States steamer Gettysburg, which ar¬

rived here on Suntlay,proceeded at ouce to the Navy
Yard, where she discharged her stores and landed
the men to complete the crews of the Mahopac and
Worcester. The Gettysburg has been newly fitted
mid thoroughly clumped to temporarily replace
the Tallapoosa, which has been lying up lor repairs.
She is In command of Lieutenant 1). (J. McRltchle.
From her speed and light draught of water she Is
admirably lilted as the tender ol a flagship, and tills
doubtless will be her eventual duty. Iler officers
and crew are the game as those of the Tallapoosa.
Alter a short delay here she starts tor New York.
The steamer Worcester (flagship), ol the North

Atlantic squadron, which was to have dropped
down the Konds on Sunday afternoon, was pre-
vented doing so by the severity ol the gale yester¬
day, and she did not weigh anchor until nine
o'clock this morning. She wiu engaged ad day
yesterday In receiving ammunition from the maga¬
zine at Fort Noriolk, and a government tug was
kept busily engaged going to and iro from Un¬
ship to the tort, inrnlshlng the necessary
stores, coal and ammunition. At nine A.
M. she dropped down to the anchorage, where
she Immediately set about, adjusting her compasses
preparatory to sailing at twelve midday. The
sealed orders of the Worcester arslved here, bul
she had already passed Fortress .uonroo and
was in the neighborhood of the Capes; toii*c»

qnently rue orders and other papers had to be sent
alter her by the mail i»oat at the Navy Yard.

VOLUNTEERS FOE CUBA.

A Company of Our- Hundred and Thirty
Organized at Kingston IV. V.

City of Kingston, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1873.
A company of 130 men have been organized for

service In Cuba. They liave engaged a drill master
and are to begin a thorough drill. There 1h much
feeling here over Onban affairs, ami tlio general
sentiment ih In lavor of the capture of the island.

A Pott of the Uroiid Army of the Kt.

public at Bridgeport, Conn.. Offer Their
Services for Itnvengr.

Bkidokport, Conn., Nov. 18, 1873.
Sinoe the Santiago massacre there has been a

constantly increasing excitement ou the subject,
and so Btrong has the public leehug become that it
has at last takeu shape in u definite action. At a

meeting of Post Kltas Howe, Jr., No. Grand Army
of the Republic, on Saturday evening, the 15th, a
set of strong resolutions were passed, condemn¬
ing tho recent Cuban outrage, and a ten¬
der of the services of the post in a body was lor-
warded to the President to aid in avenging the
insult to the uation. The following paper was cir¬
culated through the ciiy this morning, ami now
has upwards ol 10 signatures, including Hie name
of Lieutenant Colonel Allen, ol the Seventeenth
Connecticut Volunteers:.
We, the nnderitlgnod, cttiaenx of the United States, be¬

lieving thut tliu .'punish Kuvi-rninunl linn traus^resiM'ii
upon tlie nriitrul lawful m-vi-rai dilforvnt nation!), in
cluainK our own, do hereby volunteer lo lake Jip arm#
ami tltfht uKaiin't the suul Spanish KovcrnnienWin lavor
ol the Cubitus, who arc now struggling lor Uirir inde¬
pendence.
The leaders in this matter declare It to be their

intention to start lor Cuba as soon as ioo men are
enlisted, whether war with Spain is declared by
the United States or not.

THE NEWS FEOM WASHINGTON.

A Cabinet Meeting, But Nothing New-
View* of Prominent Naval Officers ou

the Ueupcctive Merit* ot the Spanish
and Untied States Navies.Spain Said
To Be in a Conciliatory Mood.

Washington, Nov. 18, 1873.
It was generally believed the Cabinet aeBSion to¬

day would have additional Information of an ofli-
cial character Irorn either Minister Sickles or Con¬
sul General Hall, relative to the recent outrages
at Santiago de Cuba, bnt there was nothing to
engaf the attention of the meeting further than
has all eady been made public. A feature of the
conversation to-day at the session was the exist-
ing activity In naval matters. There is general
satisiaction with the j roniptitiulo of naval officers
and employes generally in responding lo the orders
of the department, to the end that the service shall
soon be in a slate of efficiency.

OPINIONS OF NAVAL OFFICERS.
Naval officers have been approached relative to

the comparative strength of tho Spanish and
American navies. While a majority of them
know, from reports which for some jears past
have been officially sent to the department, the
formidable character of the Spanish war ships
generally, they have no fear from tuat fact. Kven
should war result, it would not be, excepting so
far as the island of Cuba is concerned, a war of in¬
vasion on our part, and the naval wariare would
not be on the high seas, but confined to tho
Cuban coast and to ports ol the United
States, which many pi eminent officials here
think would be thoroughly protected by
iron-clad monitors aud torpedo' obstructions.
Old naval officers who have seen tome active ser¬

vice on our iron-clads, even belore they were

brought to the present state ol efficiency, declare,
without hesitation, that "«e of our monitors could
sink a Spanish n'»n-ol-war in a close contest in a

few minu'wa. Cur monitors, having but little hull
vlsioie only 18 inches above the water line.are
practically invulnerable, and even the part exposed
could be still lurther protected ir deemed neces¬

sary by means of lenders. A Spaniard could of
course dccline a light by running away from the
monitor, and the latter not being constructed for
speed could not make a successful pursuit, but
alter the action should be commenced and the two
¦vessels bo in close quarters our monitor would
soon disuole its opponent. The Spanish war

steamers, which arc represented to be ot such a
formidable character, arc pluted with iron to the
extent of four inches thicR, but within 1,000
yards of a monitor this would be considered
of little importance in the lace of one
of our powerful 15-inch guus, In which
arc used lrom 80 to 100 pounds ot powder at a

single discharge. The Spanish iron-clads being
constructed after the model of ordinary vessels,
present a large hull above the water line, afford¬
ing line marks for our gunners. The most vulner¬
able point about a monitor is the turret, which
may be prevented from revolving by an enemy's
shot, but great care has been exercised to perfect
them in this respect. Even should the turret be
disabled the guns could be directed by means of
the helm. Though this latter course would occa¬
sion some inconvenience it would not de¬
stroy the effectiveness of the monitor. Again,
it has been said tnat American ships
are deficient in heavy rifled ordnance, and that
ever? foreign lighting ship is armed with guns of
that class ; but officers of experience express the

opinton that the employment of rilled ordnance on
armed ships in preference to smoothbores is an

anomaly if not a grave error. A vessel of war
should be constructed to resist shot aud shell at
the shortest distance, and they argue that a rifled
piece is inferior to a smoothbore at a very short
range, say 500 or 1,000 yards. Generally the smooth- |
bore is just as effective at distances from
l,ooo to 1,200 yards; or, as an old naval
officer who commanded a monitor during the war

expressed it, "When I have got the work to do
within 1,000 yards I don't want any rifled ord-
nance." The questional to tho sea-gomg qualities
ol monitors being next referred to, it wa3 stated
by one ol the most prominent officers of the navy
that they can go to sea with periect safety; but
they should always have another vessel
with them, for the reason that the com-

passes on a monitor, on account of the
great mass of surrounding iron, work sluggishly
and inaccurately, and another vessel is almost in¬

dispensable for them to steer by, especially at

night ; otherwise they are perfectly sale at sea.
KEV WKST TO 1IK A DKI'OT FOB SUPPLIES.

Key West Is to be made the grand depot of sup¬
plies for the North Atlantic fleet, and a fall Pay-
master, Ambrose J. Clark, has been ordered to
duty there, with an assistant paymaster.

SPAIN IN EARNEST FOB PEACK.
Information received from Madrid shows that

the Spanish government is In earnest in its pro-
fessions of friendship lor the United States, and
expresses anxiety to do everything in its power, not

only to preserve but to strengthen the peaceful
relations now existing between the two countries,
Apart irom commercial relations Spain desires
the moral support of the United stales in its effort
to permanently establish a republican govern-
ment iu that country, and hence the report
received here gains credit that orders have been
Issued by the Spanish Admiralty to spanish naval
officers In the West Indies to observe the utmost
caution In their movements towards vessels carry-
iug the United States flag, aud to do no act that
would have the effect of adding to the present ex¬

citement in the United states growing out ol the
late unhappy occurrences at Santiago de Cuba.

A FACT OK 1870.
The capture of the Virglnlus recalls in official

. and other circles the fact that during the session of
1870 the Senate called upon tho President to lurnish
all information in the possession of the government
showing whether, during the hostilities in Cuba,
any American had been execnted without proper
trial, or any American vessels had been seized upon
tl e high seas, or the property of uny American
citizens had been confiscated or embargoed, Ac.
The President's reply embraces 250 printed pages
of correspondence and statements, showing,
among other things, that the Mary Powell and the

AsplnwaU were not only seized by Spanish
cruisers, bni turned over to the Cuban

prize court for adjudication. The Champion also
had been seized and detained at Santiago de
Cuba, a place where the protection afforded to the
lives and Interests of American citizens was very
inadequate. These incidents, remarked General
Si«kles to tho Spanish Minister of State, had
caused a moat pauiiul impression, and tftat He j.

' been directed by our government to ask lor an

explanation of the apparently intentional indiH-
1 position to acccde to th" jnst and reasonable de¬

mands of the I'm ted States. The Lloyd Aspinwail
wan bound on a legal voyage from Port au Prince
to Havana, bearing important despatches iroiu the
Minister of the United .states at Hayti to his gov¬
ernment, and al-io despatched from the officer in

command of one ol lie ves'sela of war of the
United States of tl;o West India squadron. She
was arrested by tlio ilri:;g of a gun from a

Spanish man-oi-war, and then boarded and taken
to Nuevitas. Secretary Fifth, in .a letter to tne

Spaniah Minister at Washington, called his atten¬
tion to the decree. then lately issued by the Captain
(ieneral of Cuba, con tempining interference with
the commerce of the United States, and asserting
that the freedom <.f the ocean can nowhere and
under no circumstances bo yielded by the United
States, the high seas contiguous to those of the
Island of Cuba being the direct pathway of a large
part of the purely domestic trade of the Uuited
States. If Spain, he said, he at war with Cuba the
United Stauss will submit to those rights which
public law concedes to belligerents. Such seizures
were characterized by the Secretary as wanton

injuries, and the United States could not allow
such acts to pass unquestioned or with¬
out full reparation. Alter much corre¬
spondence and a delay of three or four rnonttia the
Lloyd Aspinwail was set at liberty and proper
compensation subsequently made. It appears
from the documents that tUo Governor of Santiago
de Cuba, quoting the words of the generat com¬

manding the Department ot the Kast, said, in an
official communication, that by the national laws
every foreigner setting foot on Spanish territory
in the attitude of war, and who is taken with arms
In his hands, is liable to the penalty or death with-
out process, consequently Speakuian and Wyeth
suffered punisoment without an ascertainment of
their nationality.

COLORED SYMPATHY FOR THE CAUSE.
The colored citizens of the District of Columbia

will hold a ma-s meeting on Thanksgiving Eve, to

give expression or their sympathy for the Cuban
cause. Frederick Douglass will be one of the
speakers.

THE PRESIDENT ON THE SITU¬
ATION.

[From the Washington Chronicle, Nov. 18.]
President Orant, m a conversation with <t rep¬

resentative of the Chronicle yesterday at the White
House, stated that it would not subserve the pub¬
lic interest to publish the incomplete correspond¬
ence In relation lo the Vlrglnin* alfalr and the
coraplicat ions growing outci it at the present time,
as only a small portion of the lacts necessary to a
full and proper adjudication of tiie case were oifi-
cially known. T ie government could not act in
so grave a matter as the one under consideration
without first obtaining acciiratc information
upon all the essential points involved. By the
time Congress assembled it wa. hoped that a defi¬
nite rssult would be reached, when tlio complete
correspondence would be made public. He comi-
dently anticipated a peaceful and satisfactory
settlement of the Cuban troubles, but thought
best, however, to be prepared to protect the
American flag and citizens at all hazards; and if
war became necessary the United States would
be found better prepared than people supposed,
having a lar^e body of well disciplined men ready
to be called into service, with necessary arms and
ammunition.

The President'* Cotltion.
[From the Washington Republican. Nov. 18.]

The closest attention lias been given to the
whole subject by the President himself, and
whatever shall be done by him In the premises
will, we are certain, meet the Just expectations
of all who, while sympathizing with the Cubans,
desire at the same time that whatever may
be done by the government shall be in ac¬
cordance with law, and not prompted by passion,
the clamor of the hour or a hasty and ill-con¬
sidered view of the circumstances which at present
influence the public mind. No American, however
deeply he may sympathize with those who have
Buffered by the murders at Santiago de Cuba, can
expect the government to hastily resort to force in
the absence of well ascertained facts which, when
they are known, mav justify the most stern and
decisive measures. The President is free in his
utterances concern!ng nisduty in the matter, and
only yesterday said that this government will take
care that the national flag shall be everywhere re¬
spected and American citizens everywhere pro¬
tected in all their rights.

War or No War in Cuba,
[From the Washington Chronicle, Nov. 18.]
The existing complication with Spain, on ac.

count of the conduct of her officials in Cuba, has
been the necessary result of Castilian pride. In
times of peace, under oar treaties of amity and
commerce, as well as in conformity with the prin¬
ciples of International law, the people of the
United States have the right to trade with the
people of Cuba on equal terms with the most
favored nations. This would include the
right to buy and sell arms and munitions
of war, as well as other articles of com¬
merce. Firearms, powder and lead, shot and
shell, side-arms, ordnance, armed ships and equip¬
ments, uniforms and rations, may be bought in
Cuba for sale In the United States, or In the United
States ror sale In Cuba, landed and sold In time of
peace as innocently as sugar and molasses, cotton
fabrics and woollen goods, agricultural implements
and school books. Nothing can be contraband of
war passing in trade between the citizens of two
countries at peace with each other and the rest of
mankind, A nation must be actually engaged in a
public war before the right to exclude importation
of arms and munition* of warcau legally exi-t :
and the right to inhibit such imports must first
accrue before the right or search oi merchant ships
of iriendly Powers can legally exist.
With tnls plain statement of pdblic law. which

will not be questioned by unv one familiar with
tlie subject, the question becomes important
whether or not a public war does in lact exist in
Cuba between tw^ recognized combatants, if
sucti a war does exist the inhibition of contraband
oi war would be legal, and toe search oi merchant
ships on the high seas to prevent such imports
would also be lawlul. But even in that case the
ship itself, other than an armed vessel or "ship-of-
war," could not be libelled, nor any of the cargo,
except the 'roods whose import was legally pro¬
hibited. And wteat is oi sun greater consequence,
the existence of a public war, ana the attempt to
carry in contraband goods as merchandise, by
citizens oi a neutral Power, is not a crime lor
which they can be legally punished, otherwise
than by the confiscation of such goods.
The Spanisli authorities have, however, per-sistently insisted that there is no war in Cuba, and

have remonstrated against the recognition of the
patriots as belligerents by the United States. It
does not, therefore, lie in her mouth to claim the
rights ol a belligerent while she continues to insist
that no war exists, she must content herself to be
on one side or the other oi this question. She can- '
not be at war with the so-called Insurgents and
not at war with them at the same time. She
says .-he is not at war. If not, as before
unserved, she cannot claim the right of a
belligerent to prohibit the importation of
arms and other war material for sale to
her people, nor to arrest nnd search merchant
ships on the high seas. In doing so her officials
have committed a high crime, for which she should
i«e held to stru t account, aside irom the recent
wholesale murder ol the officers, crew and pa-sen-gersof a ship sailing ou the highway of nations
under American colors. This item in her long cat¬
alogue of offences against our citizens would Save
been inexcusable had she admitted the existence
oi a public war between herself and another being-
erent; lor In that case she would have
had no right to put to death citizens
of a neutral country lor attempting to
carry contraband of war to her enemies, it
would be us innocent to carry and sell such goods
to her enemies as to herself. The onlv neualtywhich could legally be indicted lor such ah act. ac¬
cording to the common Judgment of mankind,would be the loss of the goods if captured by the
other belligerent.
Even if the officers, crew and passengers cap¬tured with the Vtrginlus wore all hostile to the

govornment of Cuba and Intended to join the so-
called Insurgents, so long as they kept a marine
league irom the shores ol Spanish territory theyhad the undoubted right to sail where they chose.
The Intention to commit a crime against Spain-
even a conspiracy^- to do so entered into else¬
where.could not rightfully be punished by Spainuntil the parties come voluntarily within their ex¬
clusive Jurisdiction and veruy such purpose by
some overt act, inconsistent with a peaceful andlaw-abiding purpose.
Hence the conduct of the Spanish authorities InCuba Is unjustifiable, considered irom any possiblestandpoint consistent with the facts. It is, there¬fore, probable that Spain will not only disavow the

act oi the Cuban officials, but also accede Tranklyto any domand which our government would beJustifiable In making under the circumstances ofthe present perilous condition of her governmentMl hwue. She ought to atone lor the wring

t»y a proper dumvowal of the art bjimlcmiuiylng our citi/cns for tno Mhh oftheir property, by making provisions for tbofainilicH of the Main, and the prompi dismissal amipunishment or tho rnbun officials who are directlyrcHponmble lor these bloody and cruel outrage**.Should «t»*» reluae to make ample redress U 1m
clearly the duty or the I'mtod states to intllct ex¬emplary punishment on Spain at any cost.Anil if Spain should make the required conces¬sions and prove to be unable to carry them intoeirect it will as clearly become our duty to deal dl-rcctly with the offenders, either with or without,the consent ol" Spain. If with her consent it will
not involve her in a war with us; if without her
consent it would still remain our duty to punishthese criminals.
Had Spain admitted the belligerency of the

Cuban patriots and claimed the rights of a bel-
liger^nt herself, she could have more easily es¬
caped these complications. And It is now doubt-
iuI if our government has not, ont of courtesy to
Spain, delayed such recognition quite long enough.

NEW YORK AND THE ISSUE.

People Moderating, but Firm.The Mass
Meeting.Senator Sumner's lieUer.
Arms for Spain.
At last public sentiment shows some sign of crys¬

tallization into a healthy tone, that discusses with¬
out passion and with re.tsonable moderation a'l
the probabiUties of war with Spain and the possi¬
bilities of settlement oi tin; difficulty without re¬
course to arms. Kut, beyond question, the general
seutiraeut of this country is lor "war." The people
have got it into their heads that, Spain has always
ueen arrogant and contemptuous toward the
United States and that the limit or human, or at
least of national, endurance has beeu overstepped
by her this time.
Cubans and American sympathizers with the

cause of Cuba are extremely jubilant over the
great success which atteuded the mass meeting on

Monday night, and the lighting element, which is
BO per cent oi the population, and which has no
special sympathy with anything but the United
States, were in ecstales over the demand made
by the great, popular voice.
There was considerable surprise manifested y»>s-

terday by many persons in consequence oi the as-
sumption that a letter addressed by senator Sum-
ner to the Executive Committee oi the
Cuban League was suppressed, Instead
of being read at the muss meeting, as
were communications ironi other distinguished
eentlemen. General Mc.Malion denies, however,
that the letter was received in time to have been
submittea on that occasion, and that it aid not.

[ reach New Vork until yestert'ay. lie staged, how-
ever, that it would most unquestionably have been
presented anil re id if it, had been received in time.
It will bo made public at a meeting of the Execu¬
tive Committee at an early day. a member of the

i Executive Committee who bad read the letter said
that it was short and of moderate tone. Mr.
Mimner tool: tli2 ground that the United States
should waist on justice to Cub 1 and the euianc.pti-
uon 01 all slaves in the island, but opposed any
action on the part 01 our government which
would tend to weaken the republican movement
in .spam or embarrass President castelar, 01 whose
character he expressed a high opinion.

It is understood that among fie cargo taken out
by .the steamship Wilmington, which sailed yester-
\lav lor Havana, were some 30 or 40 cases ot Kerning-
ton rides for the Spanish government, the weapons
being intended for the use of the volunteers. It
seems a little anomalous that while the nation is
cr.viiig aloud for vengeance on a foreign Power the
national shopkeepers are driving good bargains
with the anticipated adversary in arms and other
material defence. Of course it i« lawiul, and illus-
trates in a sinking manner the beauties and liar-
monies of civilization and the great lraternity of
nations and peoples.
Miss Kate Field addressed to General McMahon

a letter on Monday iast, ol winch tue lollowing is
an extract:.
Were I not to lecture in Williamsburg this evening,

and were we women uot left out in the fold, my neart
would prompt me to go lo the Cuban mcctins ami relate

a sad, **>i story. But I cannot, and I ask you who have
warm Celtic blood in your veins to plead lor me. Tell
Americans that Mine. Cespedes. wife 01 Hit) President oi
tree Cuba.herself and two children living on charity.
has come to me with tears in her great, black eyes, lu
bi-lialt ol her 13 boys aiul girls made iathcrless liv
Spanish butchery! Tell them that the murdered res-
peiles.her brother-in-law.loaves eiylit children; that
Ihc uiurdai-Hi1 llel $ol leaves ttvr ''.fll tlmiu lliat d»« lat¬
ter are orphang; tnat tue ;ormor will be so ere many
wee us have passed, u.s their mother is slowly wasting
away. Tell tuctn Hist these desolate children are 111
Jamaica, almost on the brink of starvation, sometimes
hariuK but live cents a day with which to buy toud.
Tell them that the wife ol fresidrut t'espodes asks tor
money enough to bring those children to Sew Vork and
p..ice thetn in an asylum until Cuba shall be tree.
No hearts arc more generous than curs when thev ara

touched. Touch theui, General. Ask your ureal audi-
ence for help ; ask them for as much or as little a* they
can give, and assure them that the moucy will be prop-
erly nasbauded.

ACTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

Columbia, Nov. 18, 1873.
The following resolutions were adopted to-day

b.T the state Legislature now in session:.
Whereas, in the recent capture ol the Virginias

anil in the inhuman butchery 01 her passengers,
under the cover of a court martial held on board a
Soanish vessel of war, humanity and civilization
have been outraged, ami the comity ot nations, as
well as the plainest principles of interna¬
tional law, violated: and whereas, in the
arrest on the high seas of a vessel sail-
ing under the American flag, and Ky virtue of
an American registry, tne territory of tills
Republic has been- invaded by a foreign
power; and whereas, in the murder, without notice
to this government or without a lair trial, oi per-
sons claiming to be American citizens, the flag of
6ur country hes been insulted and dened by the

i Spanish authorities in Cuba, aud whereas Cespeue3,
| the President of the Cuban Republic, has maiu-

] tained a condition of war ior Ave years in the vin-
, dicaiiou of the freedom of Cuba and the emancipa-

tion of half a million ot human beings irom bond-
age : and whereas it becomes a iree peo$)ie to sym-I pathize with those struggling to be tree, and be-

I hooves a republican jrovernmont always to uphold
the honor oi its flag and the dignity oi its citizen¬
ship at all times and under all circumstances;
therefore, be it

i Resolved, By the Senate of south Carolina, now
convened and'sittlug in special session, that this
body ins heard with indignation aud abhorrence

i of the outrage upon tt.e national flag in the case
oi the steamer Virginias and of the barbarous

i exoeution oi her oftlcers, passengers and crew.
Kesolved, That this body sustain- the :eder.il ad¬

ministration tn the instant and complete vindlca-
' tion of the national honor and tne lallest and swiit-

est measure ot retribution.
Kesolved. That this body extends to the strug¬

gling patriots of Cuba the expression ol its most
earnest sympathy, and is ready to hail with satis¬
faction the recognition by this covemtnent, of their
beiligi rent rights and the Arm establishment of
the Cuban Republic, free, sovereign and inde¬
pendent.

OPINIONS OF PUBLIC MEN.

General Hanks on the Situation.
Boston, Nov. 18, 1873.

There are few men who have seen as much of
public life and been as lamtllar with our ioretga
affairs, who are so tearless and outspoken on the
Spanish massacre as General Hanks, of Massachu¬
setts. Be is one of those men who look at a

question from all available standpoints, and, having
once arrived at a conscientious and impartial con¬
clusion, he gives expression to views which are of

a value far above those of a prejudiced partisan.
This Virginias affair, which has excited such uni¬
versal indignation all over tiie country, has
aroused the Ire of the Waltham statesman to a

pitch scarcely less than that of the most enthusi¬
astic advocate of Cuban independence, and he
does not hesitate to express, in no unmistakable
manner, the positive opinions which he entertains.

1 met the General in the i'arker House this even¬

ing. After a few commonplace remarks, he In¬
quired earnestly If there was any iresli news Jrom
Cuba. I told him I liail heard of nothing out what
he had seen in the evening papers,
"It Is a terrible affair" he remarked, "and I am

anxious to know wnat will come from it."
'.l)o you tlunk tho United States will make war

on Spain r" I asked.
"No, I hardly think that. Still, we can't tell.

The whole matter is in the keeping of the adminis¬
tration, and we must support Its measures what¬
ever they are. All of us who have a respect for
the country and an Interest in its welfare mast do
that. Nothing can be accomplished by any talked
of plans of reparation. To begin with, Spain lias
no power to euforce her orders in the island of
Cnba and we all know she is too proud to allow or
nsk assistance. Any decree of condemnation she
may make of parties engaged in the Vlrginius affair
will be Interpreted as an honor to them, and while
they receive the condemnation of the Spanish gov¬ernment. they know it is not intended to degradethem and Spain will establish her reputation with
the people ot-both Spain and Cuba."

"BIT ABOUT TUB V1RUINIUS MURDERS?"
"It is impossible to justify upon any grounds the

massacre ot the passengers on the Virginia.". I'
she had been captured while in the act of rt-ally
running the blockade, those on board nngnt have
been properly held as prisoners, but no nation can
juatliy their intordor, and

NO NATION KXCKPT TUK PNITBD STATUS
would have tolerated it for a single moment, ino

assumption of such wriffrs as President Nvooisey.
of Yale College, that independent notions have no

redress for the slaughter of their citizens, as m

this case, would lead to a per*' tZnrH
all counirics, and, of course, such a theory '

be justified lor a moment. In i?®Fe
law and no pretext of i*w which will «'j<"Ct
ou the iiuru seas, and BO JUttUWi caa loirislatc to dt-

prive "hips of their national rlghti. If one of oor
vessels commits a.'i oOenee against the lawn of
spaiu or Cuba, she must capture the offender la
her own waters or

AI'PKAI. TO THK l.NITED STATEH FOR llrfDUBMH."
"1)0 you think. General, the victims of the Vir.

ginius had anything like a fair trial f"
"Not a bit of it. Kven the pretext of a trial in a

sham, a farce and an outrage scarcely less in mag¬
nitude than the cruel massacre itself."
CUBAN INDEPENDENCE AND WAR SIIOCLD BE IIB-

COONIZED.
"Considering the situation or Spain and Cuba,"

said t he General, "and the fact that a war has been
maintained by the insurgent Unbans for more than
five years.a war which Spam lias been unable to
suppress considering also the lact. that the people
in Cuba who are defending her cause are wholly
Independent of her orders and cannot be con¬
trolled by her government, it seems to mo that fho
only recourse which the United States has lor tlio
injury she has Hnstaiu-^d is to recognize the statu
or war or the independence of the Island, leavingthe parties to tight it out at their leisure under tlio
rules of civilized warfare. That will be

A M RASl'KK av PRICE AND NOT OP WAR.
Spa'n cau take no exception to this action on tho
part 01 the United States. It is what siie (lid foe
us, without complaint on our part, during the lato
civil war. such a course will bring the struggle to
an immediate termination, and the country will bo

i relieved of the excitement attending these re¬
peated outrages, and then Spain can be called
upon to make any reparation which may be
thought to i>" necessary growing out of this affairof the Virglnlua. In my opinion it is impossible

j for the volunteers in Cuba to suppress the insur-! rectlon, and sooner or later the people of tho
I United States will recognize that lact, and do for1 Cuba what they have always doue lu such cases for

other nations."
"Hut what is the administration likely to do

about It ?" .

"That's a (juestlon not eastly answered, but,whether or not the administration performs its
duty at this crisis, the people will have made up
tneir minds what to do, anil put in force theit
views at the first opportunity that is open io them.
The result will be

THE INDEPENDENCE OK CUBA.
The United .Slates does not covet the Island, but It
is Indispensable that It siiould be iree from these
perpetual excitements which uuscttle the busiuess
or tiie country and disturb our relations with all
the other States ot the woritl. Spain cannot make
war against us. sue can keep np the war while
we are at peace with her, butencrgetlc and prompt
action on the part oi the American governmentwiM suppress the war on the p irt ol her subjects in
Culm, and enable us to continue the condition ol
peace, which we desire with all nations. Tile caso
ol tlio Vlrginiua must be treated under

Till: LAW or NATIONS.
There is uo statute of the United States that

roaches the matter, i he reference made by Gen¬
eral Cushing to the .statute oi lSiiS has reference to
the protection of American or naturalized citizens
while resident in foreign states, and cannot be ap¬plied to ttiis case in au.v manner or lorm. It was
intended to enable the United States to make rc-
prisals on foreign subjects lu this country when*
ever American citizens were arrested by anyfor* 'im government on the ground that naturali¬
zation dm not rc.'ease 'hem from allegiance to tlio
government under which they were born. The
law of nations w 11 jrive us all tne protection ami
reparation mat justice demands. I he ore text
that the < ubatis have no seaport anil that they do
not hold cities and towns permanently is not en¬
titled to the slightest consideration.

'

They rebel
against

A GOVERNMENT 1I0UE DESPOTIC AND MOKE AI'KO"
CIOt'8

than any that ever existed, and one t^at does not
hold i t.- oil responsible 101 its acts, rhey want
liberty, are able to lixlit ;or It. and cannot be over¬
come. Tuey control three-tilths oi ttie Island ol
Cuba, and represent the united native ;.nd Cuban
born population, no part oi which sustains the iu«
famous government of the volunteers, but eek an
independent government of their own, m wiiicli
under every civilization they are entitled to."
At this point the Ueuerai had to go to tbe depot,

and the interview was concluded.

Views ol" Admiral Porter.
Washington, ,Nov. ?... 1871.

Admiral Porter, whi has had more experience in
war and Knows the e;feet it will have upon the
country, when asked whether he thought war
would result irom the present imbroglio and what
he thought ol' the Virginius affair, replied that the
seizure ol the Virginias w as a violation of interna*
tional law and an outrage to our flag u;>on the
high »<?as. and that the other violent aett. com.
mitted were inhuman uud disconrto .... <¦>»

government and looked as if they bad been
done to prevent our interference, anil that
both eases have to be atoned l'orinttie most
ample manner. But it did not follow
t iat war s'.iould occur in consequence ol
those acts, lor there was no; single ofTencc that
one nation might commit against another that
conid not be settled amicably. All civilised na-

| tlona liad established a diplomatic code, whose

| business it was to try all amicable means to Butiie
differences belore trylug the arbitrament of the
swoni.hnd this court e was the more desirable as
it irequcntly gave the injured nation tbe opportu¬
nity to prepare to redress the grievance in a man¬
ner penectly satisfactory to heraeir. For Instance,
li this country should on the present occasion
commit overt acts of war, such as making re¬
prisals. it would be piacim; itself in a dilemma,
inasmuch as we were not prepared ior war
and might get the worst ol it, which would
be a double satisfaction to the Spaniard* ; while if
we were to go to work in a calm, dignilie<l manner
and prepare to obtain all the reparation we could
demand, while diplomacy was exhausting all its
arts, our redress in the end would not be the less
substantial or satisfactory. It is found that these
who mostly desire to go to war are persons of en¬
thusiastic leelings who do not always count tbe cost,
and it is well for all governments t tint when men
are placed in office they feel the responsibility of
plunaiug the country In a war and take u calm
\iew of the situation. The coulidence the people
leel in rulers whom they elect to office ought to
satisiy the same people when they see these rulers
not rushing to a hasty conclusion. People
who go otf half cocked are not always to be relied
on. .My own opinion is that we should exhaust the
Treasury ratner thau submit to this indignity. Hut,
al tue same time, 1 do not think we atiouid depart
irom the usages of civilized nations on account of
popular clamor. Now a popular excitement might
inuuee its to commit some rash act at the very
moment the Spanish government, to whom wo
must apply for redress, was doinjr all it could to
make reparation and inuemuliy us ior all that baa
been done.
From all I can learn no official information has

been received about the Virgiuius affair, and cer¬
tainly no action on the part ol the government
could be taken until the true facts of
the case are knowu. i rhiuk it unwlsu
to cet up an excitement which will canse
almost as much loss commercially as the
cost of a war, and I don't think our citizens shonhl
lay aside their republican dignity and try and
force the government to go into a war they might
live to regret. I think our whole navy should be
placed at once in a condition to meet any emer¬
gency, and ir war should follow through fault of
the Spanish government then 1 go in lor taking
Cuba and removing the last vestige of Spanish
authority irom this hemisphere. In the mean¬
time we must remember that we hold the same
relations with Spain diplomatically that we do
with ureat Britain, and as the Spaniards are
doing their best to establish republican Institu¬
tions we should not l>e the first to throw obstacles
in the way or their doing so. On the contrary, on
principle, w e should yield more to them than to
Ureal Britain.

it Spam proclaims her inability to control the
powers in Cuba, then we owe it to civilization aud
humanity to take possession of the island and put
it under luitcd states laws. In the meantime let
us keep a level head. No man ever made anything
by getting Into a passion, and the best fighters, I
am sure, were the coolest. 1 think this is a good
opportunity to shell out lor the navy, and hope
when the bat is handed round ior naval appropria¬
tions the peonle will remember they can't hava
their flap respected upon the high seas unless they
are willing to have something better than a navy
on paper; for this our navy certuinly is, which
can be easily verified bv an inspection of the old
rookeries that encumber the navy yards. Our peo¬
ple are often astonished when they hear that one
of our gunboats has sailed ior tuba with an 11-iuch
guti and sealed orders, but they will an equallysurprised to know that the Spaniards have jt gun-
boars in Cuba, seme oi them carrying 50 guns each,and eau almost count 10 guns to our one. That,
ol course, would not discourage me In rime or war;
but It ought to discourage those who will nly have
to read about tne killed and wounded in the news¬
papers.

OPINIONS OF CONGRESSMEN.
Washington, Nov. IP, 1873.

Vlewi of Senator Hamilton, of Texas.

Upon being asked as to hfs views regarding a

war with Spain, .senator Hamilton said that per¬
sonally he was strongly in favor of the acquisition
or Cuba, bnt hoped that It might be accomplished
without war. lie thought that the United states,
having by the ratification or the Washington Treaty
established a precedent ror settling international
differences by arbitration, would be obliged In the
present case to first try this method or obtaining
redress, and, ir unsuccessful, to resort to war. The
South is and always has been in favor of the
annexation of Cuba.more so, perhaps, bciore tho
decree or liberation was made; but still they are
practically a unit at the present time, and wouhl
respond with alacrity to any cad made
ior volnnteers. Being asked as to thn
cause of tlielr enthusiasm. Mr. Hamilton replied
that, primarily, because thev were warlike in their
nature. There Is and always has been a lai jre unem¬
ployed class in the South who are ready t«; eniruiro
in any revolutionary undertaking thai offers, and
who do not believe that such action Is wri>iur
but, on the contrary, patriotic. With regard to a
war with span* the Senator ihlnks that me old
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