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MR. F. F. MILLEN’S STORY.

Baving received a commigsion from the proprie
ter of the HERALD 10 inquire Into the siase af the
wevolouion in Cuba, on the 14th of last December |
embarked for Havana, Since that time I have
Sravelied over three thousand miles by sea, Dearly
®x hundred miles on foot, about oné hundred and
sixty miles on horseback and over two hundred

miles by rail.
EOMF WORE DONE.

During my #tay in Caba it has been my fortune
%0 mix & good deal with Spaniaras, particularly
military men. I have pasged two months and two
«lays in the camps of the Cobane who are in arms
aguinst the Bpanieh government. In that periou I
made the acquaintance of President Carios Mannel
de Cespedes, General Calixio Garcia y lhignez,
General Maximo Gomex, General Modesto Diaz and
wther prominent Cuban leaders,

LOOKING POR CUBA LYBRE.

Om arriving at Bavana I made very brief delay in
pushing nto the imterior, being determined Lo
feel for the insurgents at the nearest possibie
puint, The story of my diMicaltics i this would be
interesting to a great mauny, but the recital
would occapy A great deal of space that
0 these evontful times should be devoted
0 actualities. Let it sufMee now to say that I trav.
elied to Laa Oroces, and thence to Clenfuegos,
whence | passed by steamer Lo Las Tunas, the port
of enlry to Sapti Espiritu. On resching the jatter
town | made every effort to obtain a guide and
horses with the intention of striking across (he
tsland toward Puerto Pripcipe, My hope in this
‘was that | might be able
TU OFEN COMMUNICATION WITH GENERAL AGRA-

MONTE,

then commanding the patriote in the Camaguay
district.  The fates secmed agamst we and [ was
whligea to return 10 Las Tunas, where | embarked
for Manzanilio. After & few days’ stay in this town
and Pnding the esplonage perpelus! and the au-
shorities suspicious, | succeeded in obtaining per.
misakon Lo proceed on & government despatch bout
about to ascend the Lsnto River with war material
for the troops. We landed st Cuano, and after a
few days’ say there | was permitted to accompany
® Bpanish column to Ojo de Agus. | conunmed
with the column #% far a0 Las Tovas, | now found

de Cuba.

Barcelons made § stay of only 1wo hours in
Baracos, and, weighing suchor belore (weive on
the 3 of Pebruary, we doghied Cape Mayslin
water belore ¥ o'cieck 'O jbe evening,
the port of Bauliage the pext DOTRE

Mlm bave & good deal 10 say of
tercst in conpection With my Boarly sis weeks'

i

the Cubgn leaders here, and appeanng on ihe
srene (b FaRlago Wilk Do iTeloclon W any of
Ahe friends of the Cubane there, the diMculty of
Juy underiaking wav Lo aprregialed, pepeclaly

when it Is remembered Shat It la the Worth of a
Cubaa’'s e to be even suspected for having sym-
pathy with his couniry's cause. Thai being the
case, 1t io evident that he would be very careful to
whom he woald reveal himselfl. When this is re-
membered, and also that | was just as cautious not
to ron across the wrong party, it will not be won-
dered at that nearly six weeks were occupied in
making combinstions for my beiug taken 1o the
Cuban camp,

1 arrived in Santiago on the 34 of February, and

LEFT FOR CUDA LIBAE

on the 13th of Mareh, At this date I find a piece of
aleaf in my notebook torn away. The piece that
s wanuing Late and swallowed upon @ certain
vecasion, v

On the evening of the 13th March I went from
Santiago to take & ride. A fresh horse was walt-
ing for me along the rosd where |expected to
meet #ome friends on a spot well remembered by
me. Ihad no particular permission from any body
0 ride ont of the town—such a paper, it appears,
Was necessary ; but the different Spanish sentinels
pagt whom I rode did mot luterfere with me.
I was far oo respectable In their eyes tobe &
sianidd, so, with one exception, they all lot me
pags,  The exceplion was that of‘a tlittlg Cata-
Jan, pliiited” alohg thé roadside u!: one of the
posts, He ssked me the hour, which I told him,
and nnaing by my accent that I wag a foreigoer,
lmmediately wanted to know

WHAT WAB IN MY SADDLE BAGSH
and demanded my papers, | was thunderstrock
Al this sudden andacity, but as therc was no help
for it—because he Wwas 100 near \he fort to risk
the noise of a struggle in attempiing to dispose of
him—I had to aliow liim to go through the bags and
read vhe cedela, which lasiter ought to have been
renewed two months ago. The [ellow conld not
understand what 1 wanted with such a miscella-
neous assortment of knick-knacks as he raw in the
Lbags. Falling pack, asa last resort, on my dignily
and assuniing an air of injured loftiness, 1 told him
it was none of his business, ‘This I raw shook his
regpluteness, and he began Lo doubit If he bhad done
well to stop me, I promptly took advantage ol tuat
doubt, and putting a bold face on the matter, gave
my horee a hint and warched past m without fur-
ther let or bindrance. 1 feit that he looked alter
me, but [ dared not cast a glance behind,

AFTER MEETING BOME FRIENDS

and conversing with them for a few minutes 1 con-
tinued on my way, It was now getting dark, when
near a corner of the road a number of stout fel-
lews—gny five—well armed, not badly clothed, and
lnviog capacious sacks sinng at their backs by
way of Knupsacks, said 1 ghould go with them, My
horse they would not wbink of allowing me to take,
&0, giving him to a party who went off in another
direction, they carried me along with them. It was
now dark, but a glorious moon was shedding her
gllvery hoams on the iair scene. My heart thumped
loudly within my breast as, springing over the in-
equalitics of the ground, jogging along with my
new acquaintance, 1lound mysell at last in Caba
Libre, at u distance of three leagues from Santiago.
The brave fellows who marched there were the
goldlers of liberty, and I was at 1ast on my way to
Cnrios M, de Cespedes. All that night, under the
light of the favoring moon,

WE PRESSED STEADILY PORWARD,
Eteep mountalns were breasted, deep ravines were
crogsed and forest pathe threaded. New and
varied scene# near at hand, that looked lovely in
the bright moonlight, ¢ame and went like the
iumages in the dissolving views that have conjured
up to our imaginations the magic phases of a fairy
tule. As we passed & crossing of the road I could
not help admiring the miltary precision with
waich the opcration was performed. Before ap-
proaching the psss two soldiers would
run  out 1 advance, and, reaching it
wounld turn to the right and left
respectively, then advancing a few steps each to
his new fromnt, would promptly drop on the left
knee, and bringing down the rifle to the right side
in the poeition of ready, would ln that attitode
wait until the rest of us had passed some dis-
tance, would rise up, come to attention, front,
carry their arms, right shoulder shift them, and
break the line of march with all the exactness of
velerans on parade.

At last, after midnight, we came to

" A LITTLE HUT IN AN OPEN BPACE,
near i sogar cane field. Here we halted while one
of the men went and soon brought an armful of
juicy gane, In an lnstant our machetes were out
hivking dhc dressing the cane. Ob, it was deli-
clous, heaveuly ufstar to the taste! It seemed as
if nothing before had ever seemed at once so de-
sirable, 1t was food, drink and refreshment to at
least one wearled gonl, Here we rested ourselves
and then resumed the march. About two o'clock
in the morning we reached & labyrinth of siightly
marked tralls in the forest. These were followed
in a way only known to an expert, when, after a
short time, we reached first one and then scveral
rafches, The male Inmates were on the lookout
for our arrival, and had a cheerful fire, but little or
nothing to eat, walting for ua. 1had committed
the stupidity of leaving Saptlogo without a ham-
mock, the thing of all things most Indispensahle
for the health and comfort of the Mambl. Une of
the men insisted that I should take his, but It was
a long time before 1 couid lie comlortably in this,
to me, strange sleeping place. The next morning,
upon opening my eyes, I saw that the surrounding
liuts were inhabited by
NEUROES, MEN AND WOMEN,

The poor souls were wonderfully kind to me,
They moved round me in the most unsophisticated
manner, evidently anxious to please and nearly
ashamed of their own blackness. 1 responded
heartily to their conelderate kindness, and at once
became a great favorite. The women brought me
agua mona, which 1 drank with & relish that was
really delightful. Agua mona, dear reader, 18 gin-
ger bruised in hot water, sweetened to please,
and 1 assure you it seems to me not only & good
substitute but preferabie as o heverage to either
tea or coffee. A8 a falr store of provislons was
brought for my especial benelit I was enabled to
induige in

THE LUXURY OF RREAD AND CHEESE,
with a slice of German saasage, for breakfast, tak.
ing a hearty drink of good water, with a lttle
Urandy, afterwards,

Ag we had to pass at a certain hour a place near
& Bpanish post It was fixed that we shouold start
out st three o'cloek in the alterncon, which was
done. A man, his wife, two small boys aod their
dogs came with us to have the benefit of our escors
a partof the way they were going.

We now travelled over a more level conntry than
yesterday; the ascents and descents were more
gentle than last night. Sométimes our line of
march lay through scarcely -discernible trails in
the heart of the forest, where the sun’s rays cel-
dom penetrate; sometimes along a plece of well-
trodden road, and then by the gide of waving, em-
erald colored cane fields. We marched till about
eight o'clock at night, when the men suddenly
scatiered throngh the wood in different direcilons,
ke the spreading of the rays of & fan from & com-
mon centre, and alter golng in this way about two
nundred yards 5000 reunitgd again. This opera-

fiva 1e called
YMARING THR FAN."

The olyect is to prevent the leaving of a trail by
which sn enemy might Ond his way to the camp.
In & few minutes & sentinel was mtedl my ham-
wock up and & foe dre blazing. machele soon
did the work of clearing s space round the fire.
The men took from their sacks a few boniatos
(sweel polatoes), roasted them [(n the embers and
ate contentedly, Awhile cneerful conversation
in & low tone was Indulged In, and shortly, each
rolling himsell up in his binnket, or whatever cover-

| ing be Lad, addressed himsell to sieep. The scene

was uew 10 e, And a8 much for that reason as he-
cause | was footsore and weary ! felt unable to
procure sieep for several hours after the others
bad sunk into that deilcious sinmber only known
to the hardy, healthy sons of toll. The glorious
moonlight struggling through the trees, the crack-
ling and Nickering of the decreasing fire, the silence
of the sgene undisturbed save by the hum or
ehirrup of the various iusects that on wanton wing
disported In the fresh night sir, made me wakelul,
Finally gentie slumber stole gradually npon my
senses and the luxury of @ profound sicep wus
wine, The next WoOrning we were
WEADY POR THE ROAD AT FIVE 0'CLOCK,

1 did pot see LLe¢ men eat anythiog, but the one

WL ADRCETAd 1o La Whe leader had hie store ooen

for me. I took & piece of hard biscult, & pip of
cheese and & drink of water and we took up the
loe of march, | was furnished with & crude wax
candle to enable me to overcome the thouxand and
one obstacles of the forest path. The men were
similarly provided, It was a singniar and impres-
wive sight 1o see the picturesque foris of these sOns
of freedom, now illuminated by the full glare of the
lights they carried, which threw around a flvod of
light and shade on the neighboring trees, then in
an instant plunged into that dublons shade which
is petther light nor darkuess, and fnally for an in-
stani disappesaring inlo 1mpeneirsbie gloom, to
emerge as suddenly into the jull glare of the artig-
cial Hght by wiuch we marched,

As the day dawped we heard the
SHOUTS AXD CURSRS OF THE BPANISH MULETEERS,
who were loudly hallooing at the animaly they were
driving. It was a small convoy going along the
high road about half & mile from where we were.
It looked like tempting fortune to be so near the
Spaniards, pul I was assured there was not the
slightest reason fjor apprehension had they
known that we were so near. Our march lay over
comparatively kevel ground, through o thick wood,
whore pow amid then we passed open spaces
bearing (be blackened ruins of former habita-
tlond, At poom the wman, his wile, the two
small boys and their dogs left us ln the midst of the
forest, al & point where the beds of two dried
streams intersecied ench other, We continued our
march apd passed the River Onuto, near a place
called Cauto Abajo, at one o'clock P. M. Remem-
bering the majestic proportions of the Lower Caulo
1 was preparing in my own mind to do the herole
and swim it with my clothes on my haek ; but, tnink
of my disappointment, when approaching the
stream I found it to be a shabby, shallow one of &
dozen or two yards wide, (s clear waters, run-
ning over a rocky bed, being hardly deep enough
to reach the knecs, One of the men, casting off Lis
eack, picked me up on his back and Lghtiy carried
me over the stream, #o that 1 had not to lake off
my boots or wet my feet. AL six o'clock we reaclied
the halling place, a rancho In the wWoods, that
was us difcult for @ strapger to find as the first
one we had reached, | was very tired and foot-
gore, but sa.d pothing of it to the men, who,
consequence, gave me the credit of being atrewen-
dous traveller. I was poon served with some ¢x-
cellent coffee (n the swvell of a small calabash in,
stead of a cup, and saw, with infinite pleasure, ihat
a comiortable bed was belng prepared for me. The
hamimock |8 the universal way of slceping fu Cuba
Libye, but It sometimes happens Lhat a lellow either
Ienot rich enough to own one of may bave lost it,
when a bed is used.

A BED IN CUBA LINRE

The bed is formed of four forked stakes, at con-
venient distanees, driven luto the ground. Across
the shorter sides of Lhe parallelogram @ stout stick
is lald on either end, resting across the forks. A
sufticient number of young saplings is then pro-
vided and lald lenglhways over the frame, These
saplings form the bottom of the bed. The sticks
are bound together with withes of the demajagua,
the bark of the majagua tree, which furnighes a
fibrous material that s manufactured into excel-
lent ropes. Over the bottom of my bed was placed
o large plece of yagun, & filbrous subsiance shed
with the monthly branches of the royal palm. It
is often six or seven feet long by two or three feet
wide, nearly a8 tongh a8 leather, and in Cuba Libré
serves quite a8 many purpeses. Over tie yagua
was spread my bammock and my saddie bags
formed a very good plilow.

The people in this rancheria—about fifteen or
eighteen men and more women and children—
did everyshing that their minds could sug-
gest or their means permit to make me comfort-
nble, 1 was nota hitle amused at one littie fellow,
8 negro child, about three or jour years old, As
8000 48 be saw me he got awlolly irightened aud
commenced yelling and orying at a terrible rate.
He had

NEVER BEFORE SEEN 4 MAN OF MY COLOR,
and he evidently thought that I must be some
dresdful sort of wild animal, specially made to
scare little boys. Between every fit of crying he
wounld look at me wilh frightened, wondering
looks, as much as to say, *What & hideous-looking
man! How (id he come to lose s natural color
and become that airty white?? Islept as well on my
new kipd of bed as the cold would permut, for in
the night there sprung up o [resh northern bréeze
that carried the sharp chilliness of lee 1n it breath.
To-day our march lay through a level country, with
good hard tralls to travel on. We again pasged the
Cauto, and at ball-past five o'clock reached
THE “PREFECTURE."

The Prefect in a civil oMicer, whose doty Is that
of gherifl and justice of the peace combined. Here,
for the first time, 1 met three ofMicials of the Uaban
Republic—the Prefect, who was & smart little fel-
low, white, of the usual Cuban type; & commis-
sioner of General Garcis, whose duty it was to re-
ceive correspondence [rom Santiago, sort and
forward 1. He was quite a gooo-looking, Spanish-
looking man, of rather low stature, stont form. black
eyes and long, bluck hair. The other was a youug,
fair-skinned man, rather tail, features well cut,
with blue eyes, fine teeth, & good mouth and well-
rounded chin. He talkea with remarkable nuency
and well, proving nimsell 1o be & person of good
education and social standing, The Commissioner
and the Prefect were also intelligent persone, and
seemed to have moved In a pretty good sphere of
life. The Prelecture was in a small clearing in the
woods, where & number of ranchos were erected,
A labyrinth of trails [rom mauny directions led to it}
but only the initiated could have found the place.
A person igmorant of the localllty might wander
about all day through the perplexing paths around
it and pot get Lo the right spot, This wWaa the cuse
with most of the other ramcherias that I found at
any distance from the camps, 1
INVITED THESE THREE GENTLEMEN TO NINE WITR ME,

1 had bread, checse, sardines, German sausages,
coffee and & nip of brandy. ‘This, to thein, was n
sumptuons banauet, thoogh at the time 1 did not
realice the tact. The edibles vanished with a
rapidity that was enchanting to behold. Ailter the
meal the man who walted on me whispered sor-
rowfully, as he gathered up the débris;—

“Ah, Befior, why did you place Rll your provisions
before those gentiemen ? They would have lasted
yoursell a long time; but now they are all goue,
and you will feel the want of them.™

I asked If there was not food in the camp.
mourniully answered :—

“WHO KNOYS 1"

We had travelled about twelve leagues (or thirty
miles) that day, My feet were blistered and I was
tired out and exhansted, go that it did not cost me
much trouble to sleep. Here we received news, on
tie 16th of March, of a threatened attack onJiguani
by the Cubans on the night of the l4th, uUn the
morning of the 17th of Murch we left the Prefectore
early with the intention of reaching General Gar-
cia's camp, ten leagues distant. During the nighe
an alde-de-camp of Garcis, Lieutenant Francisco
Fouseca, came in from the camp. He bad beco
gent by the General to look for the men who were
with me; anil who had been delayed In returning
becanse it had been impossible (o meet them the
day first appointed. Agaln we passed the Canto
and coptinued our march in & western direction
towards Holguin, At one o'clock we reached a
rancheria where several familien were living,
Among other persons of lesser note I met o distin-
guished Cubsn pamed

7 LUCAS CABTTLLO,
A lawyer of note, he was formerly possessed of
wealth; but abandoned everything and took 1o the
woods on the outbreak of the revolution, bringing

with him to suffer hardships and privations of all |

kinds a lamily who, till that time, had never known
what it was (o experience an unsatisficd want,
Castillo 18 & man about Mty years old. He In
tall and of commanding presence, regular features,
fine biack eyes snd a good mouth, short, grayish
hair and & amall tuft of beard on the chin, He had
been Secretary of Styte of the Cuban Republic. |
hid a pleasant conversation with Mr. Castillo, who,
in brief terms, expressed the views thal since have
been so often repeated to me.

Pirst—That it Is impossibie for the Cubans to
again submit to Spanish rule, and (hat the war
must continue until the present rulers be expelied
the IAland or the Cabans exterminated; therc is oo
middle courne,

Seoond—That the war baving already lasted four
years and a hall, under circumstances very uniwyor-
able to the Cubans, there Is no reason why, if neces-
BALY, it capnoL ha carriad on much loneer ju he

future, now that the condition of the Cubans s
much better than formerly, and improving every
day.

Third—The Cubans have been disappointed by
the attitude of the United States, The Cubans had
the sympathics ef the American people, but Lhe
Washington government had treated them with
much severity and injostice. This, the Cubaps
deeply regretied, for they felt o sincere attachment
to the great American republic and its free institu-
tions; indeed, the requiremeuts of Caba and the
interests of the United States called for the an-
nexation of the great Antilles at s not distant date,

Mr. Castillo, whose family was one of tho first ln
the Islund, was dressed in a coarse sult of drill, not
very new, and, although serupulously clean, ipno-
centof starchor a smoothing iron ; he had no shoes,
but wore cwlanas, or sandals made of yagua in-
stead. The otuer oficials whom I had scen were
attired, more or less, in the same degree of expen-
sive extravagunce as Mr, Castille, e showed me

A BON OF WIS ABOUT FOURTEEN YEARS OLD,
This lad, a bright, intelligens boy, and good-look-
ing, was, ot the outbreak of the war, recelving the
rudiments of education, in order Lo prepare him-
sell to enter some college in the United States.
The war put an end, for the present, to his chances
of an American education; but already the chiul
had seen the smoke of battle and carvied his rife
in more than one bloody bout with the enemies of
his country, He Las even veen wounded,

TRACES OF THE HERALD,

We had now but two leagues 1o travel to General
Garein's camp. There Ihad expected to see Ues-
pedes and to find Mr. 0'Kelly, but was groatly dis-
appointed to find that the former had some time
gince moved is residence o Eastern Bayamo and
the latter had left for the same place about ten
duys previousiy,

The remaining two leagues lay through patches
ol savannal and Guinen gras4, separated nere and
there by strips of wood, along near the northern
bank of the Cauto, Golng through the Guinea
grass the heat was intolerable. A littie less than n
league from camp we heard the report of a gun.
Licutenant Fouseca explained that v was probably

GENERAL MAXIMO GOMEZ,

who was out huuting, of which heis fond, 1t
turned out 10 be so, and, after the regular chal-
lenge hiad been responded to and pass words given,
we approached the General, who was actompunied
by several oflicers and men, Maximo Gomw:z I8 a
natlve of Bt. Domingo, where he participated in
the late war there with the Epaniards. At Lhat
time he was only an obscure subaltern, He is
atout thivty-eight or forty years old, of slight but
very wiry and active build, nearly approsching to
medinum  height, spure of fesh, regular features,
good black eyes, He wears a mustache and chin
Leard of rather moderate length, aml noi hushy ;
the Leard, originally black, I8 now pretty woll
tinged with gray hairs, He is o person of guick hut
agreeable manner, & sharp observer and of un in-
telligent, appreclative turn of mind., He is but
moderately well educated, Before arriving atl
CaRImp our party were

+  KEPEATEDLY HALTED BY OUTPOST BENTINELS
rising out of the guinea grass, or peering through
the trees on either slde and in front, in & way
that put one in mind of Clan Alpine’s response to
the whistle of Roderick Dhuo. One of these senil-
nels, pointing down the bank of the river (o a
gravelly space left bare by the receding waters,
sald the General was down tnere, Our party de-
scended the sloping bank, and in another minute
we were along with

GENERAL GARCIA

and those who accompanied him. ‘I'here were some
four or flve oMcers and #ix or eight orderlies and
servauts, Some were lounging about on the
river's bank, some were pursulng the fnny tribe,
with a laudable desire of uniting proft and sport,
while & conple of the soldiers were engaged in
washing, without soap, which is an artiele of rare
Inxury, the residue of whatever rageof clothing
the fortunes of war had left them, The General
regeived me cordially as an American cilizen, and
with much warimth as a represeutative of the Ngw
Yonrg HERALD.

When 1 firet saw General Gareia ha was just re-
covering from & severe attack of fever that nad
prostrated him for a week or more, this being the
first time he had ventured out.

Calixto Garcia y lhignez la thirty-fowr years of
age. Hels rather tall and quite spare of fesh,
There (8 w slight stoop In his ghoulders. His
features are clean-cut and regular; forchead high
and well shaped; eyes large, brown and rather
g0t Lhan penetrating, though in moments of ex-
citemeut they assume a threatening and sioister
aspect. Has rather long, smooih Wack v ;is
prematarely tinged with gray ; so also is his uius-
tache, which {8 trained in a downward direction
by the sides of the mouth. Three npper fronttecth
are gone, thus Imparting & rather harsh expres-
sion when talking rapidly. He18a wan of good
address and pleasing manners, posseasing a fair
though not classical edncation, Belore the wur
he was in a store in the town of Bayamo, of which
place he 18 & native.

Having read a letter or two, handed to him by
my escort, the General led the way up the steep
river's bank, In a direction opposite to where we
entered, and, followed closely by the others, wo
passed through several clearings with huts in
them, through interminable labyrinths of beaten
foot-pathe, that apparently led to nowhere, Those
huts, or ranchos, were occnpled by the chosen
soldiers of the (deneral's escort, mostly compnsed
of colored men. Reaching the General™s rancho, |
found it pot mach saperior to thase hy which the
hut was surrounded, Two horses ploketed near
by and & couple of fows were the first animals of
thelr species that I had seen in Cuba Libre, In a
number of small clearings near each other, but
separated by Intervening unieiled frees, snme

FAMILIES WHO HAD FOLLOWED THE FORTUNES OF
THE CAUSE

were living In such rude style as this sort of
campaign life would admit of, The General sealed
himself fn s hammock under a little branch-
covered awning jnst at the door of bis hut, con-
versing freely with his two principal medical
oMcers, Dre, Figueredo and Blancarosa, while his
secretary soried the correspondence just received
from Santiago. [ could not help noticing
A GOODLY RIZED PACKAGE OF HERALDS,

which | subsequently saw carefully and eagerly
perused by the General and such other officers in
camp as could read English. [ say carcfully, be-
canse these coples of the HERaLD, that had been
brought through the Spauvish lines with %o mnch
trouble and risk, were on thelr way to Cespedes,
who by this means regularly received the paper,
Garcia could read English & hittle, and wién I leit

camp he was studying hard to acquire a good

knowledge of the

During the hall hoar or # passed In conversas
tion with the General a completely new habitation
had been bullt, without my kunowledge, ior me
especially,  The General's seereiary conducied me
to my uew abode, and he came to Uve with e, so
that 1 mignt not feel lunely,

THE BANCHO

is an Institurlon peculiarly usefcl in Cube Libre,
isahut, with a sloping palm brasch or guines-
grams covered roof, supported oa stakes amd posts
driven Into the groand, near to which the roof

descends, It is generally open all round; but |

rometimen the sides are closed
wiay 84 the roof, The two centre posts
AL the ends are especiaily designed (o
huve the inevitable hammock sung from
thent, It is high enough for a man to stand com-
fortably upright, and large enough lor iwo persune,
My companion and I received our meals from ihe
Gencral’s table, They consisted of dried bheef,
hoiled or stewed, with sweet potatocs. 1t fre.
ynently happened that there was no mea', when
we fell back on the great staple food of the Repah
lig=—jrttin y boniatos,
FATRIOTIC 'ROVENDER,

The jutlae is an immense wood ral, weighing ‘rom
siX 1o twelve pounds, lviag in the clelts of trees
and eating only vegetable (ood, | think. | have
sean Apecimens of this aninisl i the Ceptral Park
collection. This litvle animal, cooked with bomton,
oy sweet [Otutoes, makes a very good substiiule
for ordinary butcher meal. These two stapie aril-
cles, when all others failed, kept togeiber the sonls
anil bodies of the hongry patriots and infused e
into the revolution,  On the following dey

COLONEL MAsEY
and a portion of his command reached camp irom
GUADNTADAmO, Masco in & mulatio of perhave L

In ihe same

huilt; smooth face, very cleanly shaved, with side
whiskers, a good eye and fine teeth. He is so
oMcer of great promise and has already on many

sable warriors whom he commands are greatly at-
tached to thelir lcader, Maséo was glad 1o see &
representative ol the HEnaLp, and expressed his
regrets that I could not go over the Guantanamo
district with him. Hie command Was at once sent
of on the maln road wesi of Falma Sorne Lo de-
Etroy the telegraph 'ioe, apd 1 did not see him
again for ten daye,
GENERAL MANUBL CALVAR

came in from the muin camp at Dos Hocas on the
19th, He is a smart Utile man of about forty-cight
years, of plain exterior, rather long black hair and
black eycs, With o wart under the left eye, Before
the warhe was a rich planter near Manzanilio, but
now has hardly a second slirt to his back, He bas
lent good service to the Cuban cause.

General Garcia pad me a vieir, and we had a
long conversation, on the evening of the 26th of
March, ‘The next day General Calvar told me that
Garcla thought it would be better for me to aecom-
pany the former to the maln camp ot Dos Boons—
there was mueoh life in it and 1 would be more
amusged thao in a Httle detached cawp where there
wore only o few familles, o the altermoen

1 BTARTED FOR DO% BOCAS,
and renched the camp with a servant, a gilde and
two omcers, before sundown, The camjp Was con-
stracted of o single street of huts on both sides of
the pathway ruoning along the noriliern bank of
tho Canto, in Holguin, No attempts, even, were
made at temporary fortification—not a tree felled
nor a sod raised to protect the entrance (o either
front or rear of the camp, True, it was well
wilched by wigilant guards and sharp eyes, for
every man present hid o personal toterest in the
security of the whole; but at the same time that
did not excuse apparent peglect oF gnorance i
wlopting proper defensive moessurcs, Detween

this camp aud that of Dos Rios, on
the south, or Cuban (districe of Santiago
g Cuba 18 meaniyy wide of the Canto,

over elght hundred troops wersd concenirated
uboul elght days before wy arrival, Siwea Hien
ey had been sent off on expeditions in diTeront
direcuions, leaving but n handlol of men with Cal
var. Colonel Limbano somehez, with hig commanid,
had heen sent in the direetion of Mayari; !
tenant Colonel Silverio Prado was out i the diree
tion of Guantanama; Masdo was there, amd 100 e
had gone to Jiguant

TU BYCORT KR OWELLY
on his way to the rosidence of the Fxecutive,
Bestdes, the escort of General Garc's wese with
thelr chief 4t the little eamp of the fanles wiere
I had left him, The troops whom | foand in camp
wers those of Jiguant, nnder Lleutenant Cnionel
saladriguiz, of Holguln, commanded by Licu.
tenant Colonel Herero, and aboul o comping eoli.
posing Calvar's escort,  Then, only a portion of
these Lroops were present, the rest being oecvplod
in escort and detached dovy, thus reduciog he
nuuiber in camp to abouat one hunnred and twenty
combatants, and noarly as many—what shall we

best name for the conpayeros,

The same night of wy sirival ot Dos Boous some
foragers brought in word fvem the Laniafales ol
tie yaya that their cecort hnd exchangsd shots
with the oulposts of
e AN ADVANCING BIANISH COLUMYN,

The guards were doubled und @l yequisite prejas
rations made for the expected attack in the morn-
ing, Upon awaking on the moruing ol the 2234 o
March I found everybody at his  posi, moementa-
rily expecting the approach of the Spuniards,
Women, chlldren, peopie un the siek 80 sl olher
non-gombatants, forming o mwournful spectacie us
they passed, were conducted by & small guard 1o
o ploce of salety in the woods, It was o melins
choly yel amusing right to see those poor Cieas
tures, lden with pois, Kettles, distieg and bundles
of ¢lothes, wend sluowly their weary way towards
the inmost fustnesse . of the (rieudly torest,  The
HERALD man being o nop-combatant they wanied
to send him 1o the rear with these reserve forees;
but ne did not s#ee the matter o that lghty, aed
told the oflcer who brounght the meesage that 1L
would be vastly preferable to remum where he

four o'clock in the afternocn, when a scout hrought

reliable news that
THE ENEMY HAD RETIRED

the way they came, and that everything wis quiet,
I had nothieg to eat until ahont two o'clock ), M.,
when some of the aMueers kindly gave me rousted
bondatos, Afterwards ! wined with General Caivad

doesert, the Juxury of chocolate sweelenca with
wild honey. At nine o'clock at mght iresh nows
wis hrought i thut the Spanigrds coniinued o
advance, Orders were renewed for the troops (o
nold themselves rowdy (or aetion in the morning
Or Lo evacuate the eamp, o8 the case mieht be,

MARCH 23.—The camp wasa early astir, and toe
non-combatants a gccond time despatched w the
rear. The garrison waited patiently until about
halFpast nine o'dlock A M., when

A SHOT PROM THE CUSAN ADVANCED GUARD,

foliowed o guick suctesslon by A nomher of othors,
fold us that the dght wae inevitabie.  There were
o lew minutes of excliement, but pot a trace of
fear vidible on any of tie laces abont me; every-
body dropped silently Into b= place, and the paty-
ots were ready. 1 attachen mysell to the person
of Calvar, and expressed my intention of remiin-
ing by him Quring the battle, 1 was asionished Lo
see that In & short  time he  left  the
camp, ~ accompanied by w  kmall  escorl,
in  an  oppogite  direction  to  thut  from
which the firlng proceeded.  The reason for
this move, | alterwards learned, was that the
spaniavds, refusing the direct roud to tie Caban
camp, bad mnelined to their left and taken a paih
o thes right of it, which would have bronght thew
out on the right Nank and rewr of Calvar's furees,
near the ford of ¥he Uauto, Genmeral Caitur cou-
tinued s retrograde movement for a aistance of
about two miles, going east on the north bank ol
the river, whiere we crossea a shallow (ord 1o Lhe
aouth side, not far jrom the plact where General
Garcla and the familles were camped.  Upon reachi-
ing the level anove the rivers Kteep bnnk gt was
found that

THE SPANIARDE HAD ALREADY TURNED THE Ol HAN
CAMP

and were on their way 10 take possession of the
fords, being at That moment in & place vailed
Sabanilia, & ilttle more than good cannon range
from where we then were, the Cuban forees being
in full retreat for the fords, having prompily
evacuated the camp. CUslvar give orders jor ihe
retreating Cubans 1o take posscssion of the fords,
and 1o hold them, advancing himseil in an castery
direction along the path on the level of the
southern bank. We bad not Leen Ove minuivs
| marching in %8 direction when

A VIRE OF MUSKETRY WAS SHARPLY OVERED AT
SHORT RANGE

in our front, The Npaniards were crossing tue
ford nearest Sabanilla and engagiog the Cabuns
who defended the passage of the river, The fire
| from the Spanish column came close, quick and
sharp, while that from \be Cobans was weak and
| weattered, like the falling of heavy rain drops be-
fore & coming shower.  The reason of tlus, bevond
& doght, was the grest nomerical infenority o the
‘ Cubans, who, bowever, ensconced hehind the
Beighborug trees, mus: have secu thelr cnemics
from bead to fool, amd, being apy sort of marks.
men, they ought to have decimared the attacking
columns. For & good wille the ratting vollies con.
' tinued to ring from either gide, unvl finally

THE SPANIANDS MOUNTED THE RIVER BANKS

and began to deploy along the level, when the
| Cobsus gave way, and, retreating from tree 1o
tree, kept up @ dropping fire on thedr wavancing
| foes, | must confess that 1 did not see 8 man iull
e whole time. Mesuwbile Calvar reircated
| from the ford where 1he action was being fought,
' amd fell back o that we bad crossed awhile
| nefore, to Bnd there the rear guard of the garrison
| of our lste camp. He gave some orders hastily,
|u‘. willh e eagurt and sall, plunged inte the
furest i & direction =outh Jrom the river's bank.
! Ane Spanish troops, who bad rapidly foreed thewr
way west obg \he miver, were close npon us at
this junciure, bot tie Cubaus whom thiey were
drving. Mading  ‘hemselves reinforeed by (he
presece of et rear guerd, wade & new stand
behund (he bees, Which offergd Lame or Calivar 1o
gl b Lhe Wovun,

occaslons distinguished hlmself. The brigade of |

¢all them—military servants would perhisps be the |

wus, Things coutinued in this coudition untt about |

on dried beel and tuniatos, enjoying, by way of |

-
ty-four years of age, rather low-sized, bnt stoutly

A guide condwfjted the retreating Calvar s mid
and a half \nto the woods, where, sending out
scouts, we lay close for a couple of hours &$ eom,
fortably as men could who were dripping with per-
spiration, choking with thirst and hungry as
Wolves.  While lying here we heard the battie re-
newed with as much vigor as ever on hoth sides,
excepting that now, the Spaniards, baving brought
up thelr sritllery,

COMMENCED 70 BOELL TAE W0ODS,
1 counted twents.five cannen shots, which they
discharged within an hour; and, 80 far as material
damage or moral eMecl 18 concerned, they might !
uy well not ave wasted wamunition, The Cubans
laughingly told me that during the entire war
none of them have ever known any one to be
killed by the Spupish artillery exceptiog on two
OCCRBIoNS,

It was now two o'clock in the afternoon, when,
the fring baving ceased, we began to cantiously
move aguin towards the river. The Bpaniards,
they suld, having achleved what they came for, re-
treated eastwards along the Cauto and there would
he no more fighting that day—as prediction that
turned out steictly true, We came to a deep
ravine that, at an angle to our line of march, led
down to the river. Here we expected to find the
inpedimenta—the non-combatants and the cook-
\p& things, They were not there, and after a dili-
gent search we found out from stragglers that unfor-
tunately the Spanish troops hid run across their
place of ponocealment, dispersed, but not captured,
ihe ol men, women and children, aod bad com~
pletely captured and

DESTROYED ALL TIHE POTS AND PANS
around which so muny fond hopes were centreds
We procecded on our way aod soon came acrosd
the 45bris of the vuined piates and dishes, What
our hungry leelings were at contemplating that
dire sight 1 mus® exouse mysell from describing.
Had we only in our power some of the (el authors’
of this desolation whiat veugeance wonld not be
wreaked on the misercants, With wistful eyes wer
passed these dear remains of blasted hopes and
soon founi curselves again on the banks of the
Ltortuous Cauto. §

It was now alter four o'clock. We were them
about two and a half miles (rom the Cubun troops,
who were then resting after the [atigues of the
| fight. Continning our mareh the Cubans were soon
| reaction. Without the semblance of formation the
| wmen wers congrogated o different groups along

the pathway, 1learned tnat

FUE LUZ3 GF THE OUBANS

Bbad heen one corporal killed and two soldlierd

wounded,  These | saw and was present when the
| corporal was buried, He was Killed by a ride ball,

whileh entered the lorebead above the roots of the
lair, and, ploughing its way through skull and
{ brain, cwme out of @ horrible hole belund the head.
Passing over w portion of the ground occupled by
e morning's fght, und following In the tracks of
the Spaniarda the direction they had taken, a littie
before suuset we came to o balt in the foospath by
the river's brink. Tuts and somgthing to putln
Lheln were wantlng; so, taking
A LONG DRAUGHYT OF RIVER WATER,
and gently caressing eur craving Aatomachs, we
tried (o sleep around the cawmp Gres, while the
spantnrds were encamped about a league off. l
|

The follow ing murning was lovely ; but, being the
second on which there had been nothing to eat,
some of the people began to look a littie blue,
Servanls now began (o lnd their masters and
masters to learn the extent of their irreparabie
iosmes.  HMorses  were gooe, clothing lost and
fagutly rellos that had been carried h.}r years miss-
g,

AFTRR THE BATILE.

No news was heard of the Spanlards, and variona
opluions preveued as w whether or not they would
reanw the wtluck, General Calvar, sccompanied
by his stadl, went in the direction of General 1
Garcl's  calg, piobably te comsult with him. )
Colonuel Muséo, on the rosd back from his ralding 1
expedition, was expected to retuin to-day. :

At thirse o'clock the futlgued und hungry forces
toviek ugs Lhie line of march and erossed to the north-
| eroospde of the piver, over the ford, where i first

el General Gurcla.  We continued ovr march for

& league over o savanna and came to the woods,
| runming ot vight ungles to the road, where the
| troops encamped for the night. At hail -past tive
w'olock Generals Gomez and Garela paid a visit 10
the camp, 1 lound that Garcia's whole personal

foilowing sl lils escort were alremdy encamped
[ In the woods a league further east from where we

wore,

The Joragers aiml servants were despatehed withs
| Out delay, though wow #s0 late, to the papa boy-
| fatates 1o gei lood,  The uen were now roaming
I' whout through woods, looking for wild fruits, edibie
| Iools, the esenlent part of the palm top, julig, hat
L there was nons in e vicloity, AL balfpast eight
i u'elock ab wight, afer

A FAYT OF ABOUT FINTY HOURR, -
' 1 ladd the infinite pleasure of eating with Colonel

Muséo and Mr. lgonacio Mors a meal of jfutia and
| boniate, At trst | imagined the whole mess wou!d
‘ not stufee for one ol us, but on this occasion yery
]

litthe =wMiced,
THE VIGHT OPENS AGAIN,

MakcH 20.—At seven and 8 half o'clock in the
| moring the spautards crossed to the north side ol
Lhe Cauto, drove in the cuban oulposis, and, push-
Ing along the oped savanna in (ront of the camp
we orcupied, optned fire on (he positlon. In @
moment wil wis exeitement god hurry, The troops
woere formed up for action, Colonel Maséo com-
manding in sbsence ol General Calvar, reported
sk, The drimg  continued for = short
thme only, the Unbaus readily giving ground w the
sl of the namerous Spaniavds, The posttion was
abandoned without much reslstance, and i retreat
commeneed alonz & bypath i the woods in the
divection of the Bavajagna road. COolopel Maséd
told me o pecompany the hogpital convey for »
ieague or so, where I would flud General Garcia,
who was looking Tor me. Such another sight of
saffering and inlsery as those poor people iu

THE HOSPITAL UONVOY

pregented [ never witnessed, and never hope Lo
sen another again like it Yet amid their suferings
they were cheerlul und resigned. [ soob came up
to wheve Lacchn and Gomez were standiug on the
rowlslde conversing while the hospital flled past,
Gurela told me toaccompany the hospltal eonvoy,
andl gave we in charge of an oficer, telllug him to
treal me weil, ‘This seemed a most extraordinary
procecding, | alterwards learned that the Gen-
eril, consulting my ease and comfort, wantsd
to send me to @ piace of safety until the vperationn
would be over, Thix was the very reverse of wWhat
| | wanted, so, giving my hospiial friend the sip
vil the road, | took that along which I saw some of
the General’s stafl and the fumilics go. ln the
meantime

A RUNNING FIGOT
was being carrled on in the front; bat it did pot
| last long, and in a short time all was quict.

Aflter wandering through the dreary woods all
forencon, about two In the afierncon my weary
leet hud a resi in a new camping ground at a poins
situated midway between the Barajague resd and
the Cauto Kiver, There was nothing to eat all that
day 1!l then, when an officer gave me & plece of
raw sweet potato, 1 thought it the sweetest mor-
sel that ever crossed my lipa. General Garcia
reaclied the camp &t four o'clock. He was sur-
prised to find me there, saying that it would bave
leen more comfortable for me to remain svime
time with the hospital, a8 the movements of the
troops would entall much bardshlp. 1 said that %
woald be necessary te flil iny mission by remaining
with the lorces, so that [ might see any operations
about to be executed. | was checriully allowed lo
remain

URTTING RiD OF NON-COMBATANTS.

The next day the families were sent in one direc.
tion, the hospital continued 119 march In another,
and the serviceable troops, with Garcin mow sum-
clently recovered to place himself at the head of
the whole, countcrmarched und went again i the
(lrection of the Cauto, As we marched shrough
the trails In the wools 1 noticed a ling of
posts very akilfully posted at (intervald In
such & way that it would have been im,
possiple for 4n  ememy to  @pprodch
unfelt, A scout bronght intelligence that the Span-
1ards, laving united their columns which hadleft
Jiguani, Holgulu and Bantiago simuitancously
witla‘n view to surround l::uO:m ::1;.!::

sing oast along the o o .
r::mu ‘:u thien were) of the Cauto, at o distance of
aliout @ ieague and a balf. Orders for silence wer@
l given, and tho Cubans Jay on thelr arms for g




