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Having reeciveu a commission from the proprie
t«r of tbe Hkrali) to Inquire into the elate of Hie
revolution in Cuba, on tbe lttli of last December l
embarked for Havana. Since that time 1 liavc
travelled over three tiiouaaud miles t>y sea, nearly
mix hundred miles on foot, about one hundred and
aixty miles on horseback and over two hundred
auies bj rail.

SOMV WORK DONE.
During my stay in Cuba it has been my fortune

to aii a good deal with Spaniards, particularly
military men. I have passed two months and two
«iays in the ramps of the Cubans who are in arms
.gainst tbe Spanish government. In that periou I
made tbe acquaintance of President Carlos Mannel
de Cespedee, General Caiixto Garcia y Ifiigneis,
General Maximo Gomez, General Modesto Diaz and
other prominent Cuban leaders.

LOOKING FOR CPBA LIBRE.
Oa arriving at Havana I made very brief delay in

intuiting Into the interior, being determined to
ltd for the Insurgent* at the nearest possible

* point. The story of my difficulties in this would be
interesting to a great many, but the recital
would occupy a great deal of space that.
In these eventful times should be devoted
it actualities. Let it suffice now to say that I trav¬
elled to Im Cruccf-, and thence to Cienfuegos,
whence 1 passed by steamer to Las Tunas, the port
of entry to Nan tl Ksplrttu. On reaching the latter
t#*i I made every effort to obtain a guide and

' hones with tbe intention of striking across tbe
Mead toward Puerto Principe. My hope in this
.u that I might be able
to or** roaarwiCATioN witi okmbal aura.

¦OKTV,
then commanding tbe patriots la tbeCamaguay
district. Tbe fates seemed against me and I was

.bilged to return to Las Tunas, where I embarked
« *>r Manaaniilo. After a few dajs* stay in this town

.ad laoing the espionage perpetual sn<) the an

taurines sasptcious. I succeeded la obtaining per.
aattsaea to proceed oa a government despatch boat
about to haread the taoto Mver with war material
far the troops. We loaded at Gaaao, and after a
WW days' star there 1 waa permitted to accompany
. apamsti column to 0)o de Agua. f conUaued
with the eolama as lar as Las Tunas. I now found
aa importunity to procwed with an army courier to
Mslgma The aaase eeptowage followed me throngb-
.at, aimpi; because it waa haowa that

* I was aa amatcaw.
I aow completed the >oaraey across the lalaad,

amvieg at tbe pi>rt of fcioara. there I received a
elew biiM a Cabaa is the eeiaaieer service whtcb
tadhved me to tag* the steame* Bare* toua tor hen-
lMf* de Oaba.
The harce oaa made i stay of aaiy two boors m

.araaaa, aad. welgbiag anchor tolote twelve on
she M or February ». Cape Maysl ia

I amoota water aeiore alt oYteafc !l |he evemag,
mah.af the pott «f aaauafo the next 'kifig
Tarty. I

.Mheuga I aught have a good deal to aay of
interest >. raaaertwa with my aearty eta weeke

stay ia RaatMfa, 1 (eel the aeresmty of greatly
ahuevmuaa this part af my sior; ia order to get
away M ths helds and toreeta af Caha Ubre, to

t aad wan a I have undergoac some hardship aad
paa aet a lew peraeaal naha la Seat*i«d I made
feemaer of atgaiy eeteeaa d fneade. amoag them
Mar eaergeuc aad aeaioaa Caasal. Mr. A. V. Touag.
.moag the i isHiaas of the place, too, aad
sam of the Mpeamb .dk-rs i touad eattivaied aad
agtaeahtt eeeaaiataacea. hat my faetaees ia
haauago waa to gad the Means ef Carioa Manael
de Oeepedee, aad to thot toaa my whole eaergtes
were dat ate a. if | aoceeeded after m. re than Ave

*
, waess of as bard aad perhaps as daagerewa work

aa haa ever IhUea to my i<H the secret is my owa.
It waa my miasma to reach the cabaa base, aad I
aheald do it *amiiy,
aira«w r riuvtse raa sift ai oe it svsimbss.
la tart, it waa des«r»bie to aay aotaiag about It
aaut^aeetlag aome of the Cabaa chiefs Leaviag
hew fork, therefore, wltbowt tetters from aay of
the Cabaa leaders here, aad ayp. or.ag oa tbe
aeeae in aaatiago with ao tairvou uoa to aay of
the mentis of the Cai>aa* there, the difficulty of

aaduvakuig mav he f'|v(la../

when It la remembered thai it to the werth of a
Cuban's Me to be Mapoetod lor bavlag a;m
path* with feto country's cum. Thai being Ulr
caae, It la evident that be would be very careful to
whom be woold reveal blmaelt Wbenttualsre
membered, and also tiiat 1 waa juat aa cau'iou* not
to run acroaa tbe wrong party, it will not be won

ilered at tbat nearly six weeka were occupied in
making combinations for wj ittug taken to the
Cuban camp.

1 arrived In Santiago on the 3«1 of February, and
LKrr roa cdba lisrb

on the 13th of March. At tola date I fin. I a piece of
a leaf in my notebook torn away. 1 he piece ibat
IH wanting 1 ate and swallowed upon a certaia
occasion,
on the evening of the 13th March I went from

Santiago to take a ride. A ireah horse waa wait¬
ing for me along the road wbere I expected to
meet Home friends on a apot well reuicmiK'red by
me. 1 bad no particular permission from any body
to ride out of the town.such a paper, It apKars,
was necessary ; but tbe different (Spanish sentinel*
pa*t whom I rode did not interfere with me.
I wan far too respectable in their eyes to be a

inanibi, so, with one exception, they all lot me
pas*. The exception was tbat of a cert lituj Cata¬
lan, planted aiolig* tbe roadside near one of the
posts. He asked me tbe hour, which I told him,
.ud iinaing by my accent that I waa a foreigner,

; immediately wanted to know
WHAT WAS 1M M T SADDLE BAGS

and demanded my papers. I was thunderstrnck
at this auddeu audacity, but as there was no bcip
lor it.because he waB too near the fort to risk
the noitiu of a struggle in attempting to dispose of
tiiin. l had to allow him to go through the bags aud
read the ced*tia, which latter ought to have been
renewed two months ago. The fellow could uot
understand what I wanted with such a miscella¬
neous assortment of knick-knacks aa he saw In the
bags. Falling naok, as a last resort, on my dignity
und asfeuming an air of injured loltiness, J told him
it was none of hiB business. This I saw shook his
rcKOluteuess, and he began to doubt if he had done
well to stop me. I promptly took advantage ol that
doubt, aud putting a bold face on tbe matter, gave
my horse a hint and marched past him without lur-
ihor let or hindrance. 1 felt that he looked alter
me, but I dared not cast a glance behind.

An EH MEETING BOMB KillENDS
and conversing with them lor a lew minutes I con¬
tinued on my way. it was now getting dark, when
near a corner of the road a number of stout fel¬
lows. any live.well armed, not badly clothed, aud
having capacious sacks siting at their backs by
way of knapsacks, said 1 should go with them. My
horse they would not think of allowing me to take,
so, giving him to a party who went off in another
direction, they carried me along with them. It was
now dark, but a glorious moon was Bhedding her
silvery beams on the lair scene. My heart thumped
loudly within my breast as, springing over the In¬
equalities ol the ground, jogging along with my
new acquaintance, 1 lound myself at last in Cuba
1'ilire, at a distance of three leagues from Sautiago.
The brave fellows who marched there were the
soldiers of liberty, and I was at last on my way to
Carlos M. de CeHpedes. All that night, under the
light of the favoring moon,

WK PRESSED STEADILY FORWARD.
Kteep mountains were breasted, deep ravines w$re
croesed and forest paths threaded. New and
varied scenes near at hand, that looked lovely in
the bright moonlight, came and went like the
images in the dissolving views that have conjured
up to our imaginations the magic phases of a fairy
tale. As we passed a crossing of the road 1 could
not help admiring the military precision with
wjlch the operation was performed. Before ap¬
proaching the pass two soldiers would
run out tn advance, and, reaching it,
would turn to the right and left
respectively, then advancing a few steps each to
his new front, would promptly drop on the left
Knee, and bringing down the rifle to the right side
in the position of ready, would in that attitude
wait until the rest of us had passed some dis¬
tance, would rise up, come to attention, front,
carry their arms, right shoulder shift them, aud
break the line of march with all the exactness of
veterans on parade.
At last, after midnight, we came to

A LITTLE HCT IN AN OPEN 8PACB,
near a sugar cane field. Here we halted while one
of tha men went and soon brought an armful of
juicy j;ane. In au Instant our machetes were out
hacking ami dressing the cane. Oh, It was deli¬
cious, hcav 2iily ni^tar to the taste! It seemed as
if nothing before had ever seemed at once so de-
sirable. it was food, drink and refreshment to at
least one wearied soul. Here we rested ourselves
and then resumed the march. About two o'clock
in the morning we reached a labyrinth of slightly
marked trails in the forest. These were followed
In a way only known to an expert, when, after a
short time, we reached first one and then several
raqches. The male Inmates were on the lookout
for our arrival, and had a cheerftil fire, but li ttle or
nothing to eat, waiting for us. I had committed
the stupidity of leaving Santiago without a ham¬
mock, the thing of all things most indispensable
for the health and comrort of the Mambl. one of
the men insisted that I should take his, but it was
a long time before I could lie comfortably in this,
to me, strange sleeping place. The next morning,
upon opening my eyes, I saw that the surrounding
liuts were inhabited by

NEUR0E3, MEN AND WOMEN.
The poor souls were wonderfully kind to me.

They moved round me in the most unsophisticated
manner, evidently anxious to please and nearly
ashamed of their own blackness. I responded
heartily to their considerate kindness, and at once
bccume a great favorite. The women brought me
ayta inoiia, which I drank with a relish that was

really delightful. Agua rnoiut, dear reader, is gin¬
ger bruised in hot water, sweetened to please,
and I assure you it seems to me not only a good
Bubstitute but preferable as a beverage to either
tea or coffee. As a fair store of provisions was

brought for my especial benefit I was enabled to
indulge in

TBI LfXfRY OP RREAD AND CHEESE,
with a slice of German sausage, for breakfast, tak.
ing a hearty drink of good water, with a little
brandy, afterwards.
As we had to pass at a certain honr a place near

a Spanish post It was fixed that we should start
out at three o'cIock In the alternoon, which was
done. A man, his wife, two small boys and their
dogs came with us to have the benefit of our escort
a paruof the way they were going.
We now travelled over a more level country than

yesterday; the ascents and descents were more

gentle than last night, sometimes our line or
march lay through scarcely discernible trails in
t be heart of the forest, where the sun's rays sel¬
dom penetrate ; sometimes along a piece of well-
trodden road, and then by tbe side of waving, em¬
erald colored cane fields. We marched till about

I eight o'clock at night, when the men suddenly
scattered through the wood in different directions,

I like the spreading of the rays of a fan from a com-

I mon centre, and after going In this way about two
hundred yard* 8wu reunited again. This opera-

I Mva u called
'

"Marino the fan.''
The object is to prevent the leaving of a trail by

which au enemy might find his way to tbe camp.

J In a few minutes a sentinel was postedj m? ham¬
mock up anil « flne are blazing. The machete soon
did ttie work of clearing a space round the Arc.
Tb« men took from their sacks a few honlatos

| (sweet potatoes), roasted them in the embers and
, iu contentedly. Awhile cneerful conversation

in a low tone was Indulged In, and shortly, each
, rolling himself up in his blanket, or whatever cover-

iug be had, addressed himself to sleep. The scene
waa uew to me, and as much for that reason as be-

'
cause I was footsore and weary I felt unable to
procure sleep for several hours after the others
bad sunk Into that delicious slumber only known
to the hardy, healthy sons of toll. The glorious
moonlight struggling through the trees, the crack-
bug ami nickering of the decreasing nre. tbe silence

I of ti»r scene undisturbed save by the hum or
'

chirrup of the various luaects that on wanton wing
disported In the Iresh night air, made me wakeful.
Finally gentle slumber stole gradually upon my

| sens*- ao>i the luxury ol a profound Bleep was

J mine. The next morning we wcro

READY >va TUB ROAD AT FIVB O'CLOCK.
I did not see the men eat anything, but the one

] why ablK*r*d tA IM the loader tuui iu« Btoro ooen

for m. I too* a pteoe of hard biscuit, a nip of
(he«N« ud a drink of water ami we took up the
hoc of March. I *u famished with a crude wax
candle to enable me to overcome the thousand and
one obstacles of the lorest path. The men were

similarly provided. It was a singular and impres¬
sive sight to »ee the picturesque forma of these sons
of fieedom, now illuminated l>y the full glare of the
lights they carried, which threw around a flood of
li»- lit and shade on the neighboring trees, then in
an instant plunged into that dubious ahaile which

m neither light nor darkuess, and finally for an in-
ataat disappearing into impenetrable gloom, to
emerge a* suddenly Into the lull glare of the artifi¬
cial light by wtuch we marched.
As the day dawned we beard the

sMOl-m AM» Ct *'¦* OF THE SPANISH MtLETEFRS,
who were loudly hallooing at the animals they were

driving. It was a small convoy going along the
high rood about aalf a mile from where we were.
It looked like tempting fortuue to be so near the
Spaniards, out 1 was assured there was not the
slightest reason lor apprehension had they
known that we were so near. Our march lay over

comparatively level grouud, through a thick wood,
where now and then we passed open spaces
bearing the blackeued ruins of former habita¬
tion*. At noon the man, his wile, the two
small boya and their dogs left us In the mldit of tne

forest, at a point where the beds of two dried
streams luteisected each other. We continued our

march and passed the lUver Cauto, near a place
called .'auto Abajo, at one o'clock P. M. Remem-
i>ering the majestic proportions of the l.ower cauto
I was preparing in my own mind to do the heroic
and swim it with my clothes on my back ; but, tnmk
of my disappointment, when approaching tho
stream I found it to tie a shabby, shallow one of a
dozen or two yards wide, its clear water*, run¬

ning over a rocky bed, being hardly deep enough
to reach the kne ¦*. One of the men, casting ofT ins
sack, picked me up on his back and lightiy carried
me over the stream, so mat 1 had not to lake oil

my boom or wet my leeu At six o'clock we reached
the halting place, a rancho In the woods, that
was as difficult lor a stranger to And as the first
one we had reached. 1 was very tired and foot¬
sore, but sa.d nothing of it to the men, who, Hi
consequence, gave inc the credit of being a tremen¬
dous traveller. I wa* soon served with some ex-

cellcnt coffee in the snell of a small calabash i».
stead ol a cup, and saw, with Infinite pleasure, that

a comfortable bed was being prepared for me. The
hammock la the universal way of sleepiug lu Cuba
Libre, built sometimes happens mat a lellow either
is not rich enough to own one or may have lost it,
when a bed is used.

A UEO IN CUBA 1.1HHK
The bed !¦ formed of lour forked staked, at con¬

venient distances, driven iuto the ground. Across
the shorter sides of the parallelogram a stout stick
1s laid on either end, resting across the forks. A
sufficient number of young sapliugs is then pro¬
vided and laid lengthways over the iranie. These
saplings form the bottom of the bed. The sticks
are bound together with withes of the demajagua,
the bark of the inajagua tree, which furnishes a
fibrous material that ih manufactured into excel¬
lent ropes, over the bottom of my bed was placed

a large piece of yagua, a Hbrous substance shed
with the monthly branches or the royal palm. It
is often six or seven leet long by two or three feet
wide, nearly as tough aB leather, and in Cuba Ubr6
serves quite as many purposes. Over the yagua
was spread my hammock and my saddle bags
formed a very good pillow.
The people in this rancheria.about fifteen or

eighteen men and more women and children-
did everything that their minds could sug¬
gest or their means permit to make me comfort¬
able. I was not a little amused at one little fellow,
a negro child, about throe or iour years old. As
soon as he saw me he got awfully frightened and
commenced yelling and crying at a terrible rate.
He had

NEVER BEPORB BBEN A MAN OP MY COLOR,
and he evidently thought that I must be some
dreadful sort of wild animal, specially made to
scare little boyB. Between every fit of crying he
would look at me with rrlghtened, wondering
lookn, as much as to aay, "What a hideous-looking
man I How did he come to lose his natural color
and become that alrty white?" 1 slept as well on my
new kind of bed as the cold would permit, for in
the night there spruug up a fresh northern breeze
mat carried the sharp chilliness ol ice in Its breath.
To-day our march lay through a level country, with
good hard trails to travel on. We again passed the
Cauto, and at half-past five o'clock reached

THE "PREI-'BCTrRJC."
The Prefect Is a civil officer, whose doty Is that

of sheriff and justice of the peace combined. Here,
for the first time, I met three officials of the Ouban
Republic. the Prefect, who was a smart little fel¬
low, white, of the usual Cuban type ; a commis¬
sioner of General Oarcia, whose doty it was to re¬
ceive correspondence from Santiago, sort and
forward it. He was quite a gooa-looking. Spanish-
looking man, of rather low stature, stout lorm. black
eyes and long, black hair. The other was a young,
fair-skinned man, rather tall, features well cut,
with blue eyes, fine teeth, a good nioutli and well-
rounded chin. He talked with remarkable fluency
and well, proving nlmself to be a person of good
education and social standing. The Commissioner
and the Prelect were also intelligent persons, and
Beemed to have moved in a pretty good sphere of
life. The Prelecture was in a small clearing in the
woods, where a number or ranclios were erected.

A labyrinth of trails Irom many directions led to it;
but only the initiated could have found the place.

A person ignorant of the locality might wander
about all day through tho perplexing paths around
it and not get to the right spot. This was the iu?e

.with most or the other rancherlas that I found at
any distance from the camps. I
INVITED THESE THREE GENTI.EMEH TO PIflR WITH ME.

1 had bread, checse, sardines, German sausages,
coffee and a nip ol brandy. This, to then), was a

sumptuous banquet, though at the time I did not
realize the lact. The edibles vanlsheJ with a

rapidity that was enchanting to behold. Alter me
meal the man who waited on me whispered sor¬
rowfully, as he gathered up the dtfbris:.
"Ah, Seftor, why did you place all your provisions

before those gentlemen ? They would have lasted
yourself a long time; but now they are all gone,
and yon will reel the want or them."

I asked If there was not food in the camp. He
mourniully answered:.

..who knots t" i
We had travelled about twelve leagues (or thirty

miles) that day. My feet were blistered aud 1 was
tired out and exhausted, so that It did not cost me
much trouble to sleep. Here we received news, on
the 16th of March, of a threatened attack on Jiguani
by the Cubans on the night of the 14th. On the
morning or the 17th of March we left the Prefecture
early with the intention of reaching General Gar-
cla's camp, ten leagues distant. During the night
an aide-de-camp or Garcia, Lieutenant Kramisco
Fouseca, came in from the camp. He hail been
sent by the General to look for the men who were
with me; and who had been delayed in returning
because it had been Impossible to meet them the
day first appointed. Again we passed the Canto
and continued our march in a western dlrecnon
towards Holguln. At one o'clock we reached a

rancheria where several families were living.
Among other persons of lesser note I met a distin¬
guished Cuban named

l.CCAfl CASTILLO.
A lawyer or note, he was formerly possessed or
wealth; but abandoned everything and took to the
woods on the outbreak or the revolution, bnngiug
with him to suffer hardships and privations of all |
kinds a family who, till that time, had never known

what it was to experience an unsatisfied want.
Castillo is a man about filty years old. He is

tall and of commanding presence, regulsr reaturcs,
fine block eyes and a good mouth, short, grayish
hair and a small tuft of (»eard on the chin. He had

! been secretary or st^te of the Cuban Republic. I
had a pleasant conversation with Mr. Castillo, who,

^
In brief terms, expressed the views that since linve
been so often repeated to me.

Flr*lr-'That it Is impossible for the < ubsns to

again submit to spsnlsh rule, and that the war

must continue nntil the present rulers bo expelled
the island or the Cubans exterminated; there is no

middle course.
aecond.That the war having already lasted lour

years and a hall, under circumstances very unlavor-
able to the Cubans, there is no reason why, it necos-
hju j . II cannot be carried on much loMtf in liio

future, now that the condition of tie Cubans is |
much better tliaa formerly, and improving every
day.
fhlrO The Cubans have been disappointed bv

the attitude or the United States. The Cubans had
the sympathies .( the American people, but the
Washington government had treated them with
much severity and Injustice. This, the Cubans
deeply regretted, lor they felt a sincere attachment
to the great American republic and Its free institu¬
tions; indeed, the requirements of Cuba and the
interests of the United States called for the an¬
nexation of the great Antilles at a not distant date.
Mr. Castillo, whose family was on? of tlio first in

the Island, was dressed in a course suit of drill, not
very new, and, although scrupulously clean, inno¬
cent ol starch or a smoothing iron ; lie bad no shoes,
but wore outanas, or sandals made of i/oflruu in¬
stead. The other officials whom I had seen were
attired, more or less, iu the same degree of expen¬
sive extravagance as Mr. Castillo. He showed me

A HON OK lilS ABOl'T P0UKTBEN YEARS OLD.
This lad, a bright, intelligent boy, and good-look¬
ing, was, at the outbreak of the war, receiving the
rudiments of education, In order to prepare him¬
self to enter some college in the United States.
The war put an end, for the present, to his chances
of an Americau education; but already the child
had seen the smoke of battle and carried his rifle
In more than one bloody bent with the enemies of
his country. He lias even oeeu wounded.

TRACES OP TI!B ItERALD.
We bad now but two leagues to travel to General

Garcin's camp. There I had expected to see ces-
pedes and to lind Mr. O'Kclly, but was greatly dis-
appointed to liud that the former had some time
since moved his residence to Eastern Bayaroo and
the latter had left for the same place about ten
days previously.
The remaining two leagues lay through patches

ol savannah and Guinea grass, separated here and
there by strips of wood, along near the northern
bank of the Cauto. Going through tlio Guinea
grass the heat, was intolerable. A little less than a

league from camp wo heard the report of a gun.
Lieutenant Fouseca explained that It was probab y

OENKRAI, MAXIMO GOUEZ,
who was out hunting, oi which he is fond. It
turned out to bo so, and, after the regular chal¬
lenge had been responded to ami pass words given,

i we approached tlio General, who was accompanied
I hy several officers and men. Maximo Gomez is a

j native of St. Domingo, where he participated iu
the late war there with the Spaniards. At that
time lie was only an obscure subaltern. He is
about thirty-eight or forty years old, of slight but
very wiry and active build, nearly approaching to
medium height, spare of flesh, regular features,
good black eyes. He wears a mustache and chin
beard of rather moderate length, and not bushy;
the beard, originally black, is now pretty well
tinged with gray hairs. He is a person of quick but
agreeable manner, a sharp observer and of an in¬
telligent, appreciative turn of mind. He is but,
moderately well educated. Bcloro arriving at
camp our party were

HE1EATEDLY HALTED BY OUTPOST SENTINELS
rising out of the guinea grass, or peering through
the trees on either Bide and in front, in a way
that put one 111 mind of Clau Alpine's response to
the whistle of Roderick Dhu. One of these senti¬
nels, pointing down the bank of the river to a

gravelly space left bare by the recedlug wateis,
said the General was down tnere. Our party de¬
scended the sloping bank, and in another minute
we were along with

GENERAL UABCIA
and those who accompanied him. There were some
four or five officers and six or eight orderlies and
servants. Some were lounging about on the
river's bank, some were pursuing the flnny tribe,
with a laudable desire of uniting profit and sport,
while a couple of the soldiers were engaged in
washing, without soan, which is an sirticlc of rare

luxury, the residue of whatever rags of clothing
the fortunes of war had left them. Tlio General
received me cordially as an American citizen, and
with much warmth as a representative or the New
Yokk Herald.
When 1 first saw General Garcia he was just re¬

covering from a severe attack or fever that nad
prostrated him for a week or more, this being the
first time he had ventured out.
Calixto Garcia y lrlignez Is thirty foar years of

age. He Is rather tall and quite spare of flesh.
There is m slight stoop in his shoulders. IDs
features aro clean-cut aud regular; forehead high
and well shaped; eyes large, brown and rather
solt than penetrating, though in moments ol ex¬
citement they assume a threatening and sinister
aspect. Has rather long, smooth black hair; Is
prematurely tinged with gray; so also Is his mus¬
tache, which Is trained in a downward direction
l>y the sides of the mouth. Three upper front teeth
are gone, thus Imparting a rather harsh expres¬
sion when talking rapidly. He 11 a man of good

' address and pleasing manners, possessing a fair
though not classical education. Before the war
he was in a store in the. town of Bayamo, of which
place he Is a native.
Having read a letter or two, handed to him by

my escort, the General led the way up the steep
river's bank, In a direction opposite to where we

entered, and, followed closely by the others, we

passed through several clearings with lints in

them, through interminable labyrinths of beaten
foot-paths, that apparently led to nowhere. Those
huts, or ranchos, were occupied by the cn<sen
soldiers of the General's escort, mostly composed
or colored inen. Reaching the General's rancho, I

I found it not mnch superior to those by which the
i hut was surrounded. Two horses picketed near

by and a couple of cows were the first animals of
' their species that I had seen In Cnba Libre. In a

number of small clearings near each other, but
I separated by Intervening umeiled trees, some

rAMILIES WHO HAD FOLLOWED THE XORTCNBS OP
TUB CAl'SK

were living In such rude style as this sort or
campaign life would admit of. The General seated
himself In Ins hammock under a little branch-
covered awning jnst at the door of his hut, con¬

versing freely with hia two principal medical
officera, Drs. Kigueredo and Blancarosa, while his
secretary sorted the correspondence Just received
from Santiago. I could not help noticing

A OOOHI.Y aiZBD PACE A<!B OF UEHALH",
which I subsequently saw careiully and eagerly
perused by the General and such other officers in
camp as could read English. 1 say careiully, be¬
cause these copies of the Hsralp, that had been
brought through the Spauish lines with so much
trouble and risk, were on their way toCespedes,
who by this means regularly received the paner.
Garcia could read Engilali a little, and whfn I leit
camp he was studying hard to acqaire a gcod
Knowledge ol the language.
During the hall hour or (ft psssed In conversa¬

tion with the General a completely new habitation
had been ouilt, without roj kuowledge, lor me
especially. The General's secretary rondueleii me
to my uew abode, ami he came to lite with me. so
that I mignt not feel lonely.

TBB RANCHO
Is an Institution peculiarly useful in Cuba l.ir»r*. It
is a hut, with a sloping paliu i»rau< h or guia>-a-
grass covered roof, supported ou stukes and pusrs
driven into the ground, near to which the root
descends. It is generally <»pen all round; i.ut
sometimes ihe sldea are closed in the same

way as the roof. The two centre posts
at the ends are especially designed to
have the inevitable hammock a.uug from
theiu. It Is high enough lor a man to«tand com
fortably upright, and large enough lor i wo perfoo*.
My companion and ! received our meals rr<nn the
General's table. They consisted of dried »<eof,
boiled or stewed, with swe?t potato*-". D irr.
qnently happened that there was no inea*. wuen
we fell back on Ihe great staple lood of ti c l>j
liC.yiifiV? V Oontato*.

PATRIOTIC rMTIKMfc
The JiUiu iaan immense wood rat, weighing ruin

six io twelve pounds, living in the <-ieita ol t»"«
and eating only vegetable lood, I think. I !.<.*«
seen specimens or thia animal in the « eqtrsi lark
collection. This Utile animal, rooked with '.«<»'«*.

j or sweet toutoes, makes a very goo-l substitute
for ordinary butcher meal. These two staple *'U-

1 cles, when all other* tailed, k< pt together tin- -« «

and bodies of the hnngry patriot" aid ir ¦»-...'

Into the revolution. On the following -Uy
COLONEL MAMtO

and a portion or his eommaa.l reached «aw.p irow

i Guaotioamo. Matfo m» a fnuiatto ol pc/hnm u»u

ty-fonr year* of age, rather low-sized, bnt stoutly
built; smooth face, very cleanly shaved, with side
whiskers, a good eye and line teeth. He is au
officer of great promise and has already on many
occasions distinguished blmaelf. The brigade or
sable warriors whom he commands are greatly at¬
tached to their leader. Mas^o was glad to soe a

representative ol the Hkhai.d, and expressed his
regrets that I could not go over the Oiuutunamo
district with him. ills command was at once sent
oil on the malu road wtsi or Faima Soriuno to de¬
stroy the telegraph 'ine, and J did not see iiim
ngaiu lor ten days.

UKNEKAL M AN r EI. CALVAR
came in from t tie mam camp at Ijoh Hoia« on the
IJtli. lie Li a smart little man of about forty-eight
years, of plain exterior, rather long black hair and
black eyes, with a wart under the leit eye. IJefore
the war he was a rich planter near Manxanillo, but
now lias hardly a second shirt to his back, lie lias
lent good sevvice to the Cuban cause.
General Garcia paid me a vtsii, and we had a

long conversation, on the .renin? of the .oth ol
March. The next day <;»»nerai Calvar tol<i me that
Garcia thought it would be better for me to a< com¬

pany the rormer to the muln camp at Hex Boca*.
there was much Hie in it, and I would i»c more
amused than in a little detached camp where there
were only a rcw larni les, lu the afternoon

1 STARTED KOR DOS HIM AS,
and reached the camp with a servant, a gr.idc and
two omcers, bcioic sundown. The camp was con¬
structed or a single street or huts on both -sides of
the pathway running along the northern bank of
tho Cauto, in Holguiti. No attempts, even, were
made at temporary fortification.not a rr<-e relied
nor a sod raised to | roiect the entrance to either
Iront or rear of the camp. True, it w.ns well
watched by vigilant guards and sharp eyes, for
every man present lias a personal lutercs* in rhe
security of the whole; but at the same time that,
did not excuse apparent ne;ien or ignorance in

adopting proper defensive measures, between
this camp aial that or Dos Kios, oa
the south, or Cuban (district of Santiago
de Cuba 19 meant) side of tho 1 auto,
over eight hundred troops were cuucen; rated
about eight days before uiyai rival, snje«> then
they had been sent oil on expeditions in ditrcreiit
directions, leaving but a handful of men w.tn cal¬
var. Colonel Limbanoisomci.ea, with his command,
had been sent in thu direction of Mtjai ; f
tenant. Colonel Hllverto Hrado wav out n the direc
tlon or Guantanamo; was there, and inn :u«n
had gone to Jiguunl

TO ESCORT KK. 0'kKU.Y
on his way to the residence of the i xi utive.
Besides, the escort of General Gai- ia *> ,<. mth
their chief at the little camp of the !aun..o where
1 had left him. Tho troops whom I found in amp
wero those or Jiguanl, under Ueutniani « o.onel
tsaiadriguiz, of Hoiguln, commanded bv Ueu-
tenant Colonel Herero, and about a lornpau.t nnu.
posing Calvar's oscori. Then, only a portion of
these troops were present, the rest t eing oc pi> d
in escort and detached duty, thus reducing the
number in camp to about one hunnred and twenty
combatants, and nearly uh many.what Miall we
call them.military servants would perhaps be the
best name lor the oonvoyrros.
The same night ol my arrival at Dos Ho as some

foragers brought in word from the «i
tue yoyn that tlieir escort had ca<il.aug' d hiiots
with the outposts or

AN ADVANCING fcU'ANlSH COLl'MM.
The guards were doubled and all requisite prepa-
rations made for the expected attack in th morn-
iug. Upon awaking 011 the morning ol the jj<i oi
March I found everybody at his post, momenta¬
rily expecting the approach of the Spaniards,
Women, children, people on the sick iisi and oi'ier
non-combatants, forming a mournful spectacle us

I hey passed, were conducted by a small guard to
a place 01 salety in the woods, it was a melan¬
choly yet amusing Fight to see those poor crea¬

tures, laden with pots, kettles, dishes and bundles
of clothes, wend slowly their weary way towards
the inmost fastnesses or tho friendly lorest. The
Herald man being anon-combatant they wanted
to senu him to the rear with these reserve forev-s*
but he did not see the matter in that light, and
told the otllcer who brought the message that it
would be vastly preferable to remain where lie
was. Things continued in this couJltiou until about
Jour o'clock in the afternoon, when a scout brought
reliable new.-i that

THE ENEMY HAD RETIRED
ihe way they came, and that everything wh* quiet.
I had nothing to eat until about iwo o'clock 1\ Al.,
when some of the officers kindly gave mc roasted
boniatos, Afterwards 1 umcd with General I'aivat
on dried beef and boiilato*, enjoying, by wh> ol
dessert, the luxury of chocolate svrcMcneu with
wild honey. At nine o'clock at night iresli *1 >-w m

was brought in that the tspuuiurds continued to
advance. Orders were renewed for the troops to
hold themselves ready ior action In the morning
or toevacaate the camp, as the case might be.
March 23.The camp was early astir, and tue

non-combatants a second tunc despatched t0 the
rear. The garrison waited patiently until about
half-past nine o'clock A W., when

A snOT FROM THE CI CAN ADVANCED (.TA11D,
' followed lc quick succession by a number ol others

told us that the light wa« Inevitable. There w re
a lew minutes or excitement, but not a traco ol

fear visible on any or the laces about mc; every¬
body dropped silently Into his place, and the patri¬
ots were ready. I attached myseir to the person
or Calvar, and expressed my intention of remain¬
ing by him during the battle. I was astonished to
see that in a short time he left the
camp, accompanlcd by a small escort,
in au opposite direction to that from
which the lirlng proceeded. The reason for
this move, 1 afterwards learned, wa- that the
Spaniards, refusing the direct road to the Cnban
camn. had inclined 10 their left and taken a paih
to the ripht of It, which would have brought them
out on the right flank and rear or 1 alvar's rorccs,
near the ford ol the Cauto. (iencrul Calvar con¬
tinued his retrograde movement for auistanceof
about two miles, going east on the north bank ol
the river, where we crossed a shallow lord to the
south side, not far irom the plac? wlicro General
Garcia and the families were camped. I'pon reach¬
ing the level above the river's steep bank it was
found that
TUE SPANIARDS HAD Al.READY TURNED THE CI BAM

CAMP
and were on their way 10 take possession 01 the
fords, being at that moment in a place called

! sabanilla, a dtlle more than good cannon range
iroin wh*re we then wero. the Cuban forces being

j in lull retreat for the fords, having promptly
! evacuated the camp. Calvar gave orders lor the
' retreating Cubans to take possession of the ford.<,

j and 10 hold them, advancing himseir In an caster.y
' direction along the path on the level of the

southern bank. We had not been Ave minutes
marching m t*lis direction when
a mrr or m'SKETKY was sharply oiened at

-HURT KANUE
in our front. The Hpanmrds were crossing tue

| lord nearest Habanllla and engaging the Cubans
who defended the passage of the river. The lire
from the Spanish column came close, quick and
¦harp, while that from the Cubans wa# weak and
scattered, like ihe railing or heavy rain drop* be-

| fore a coming shower. The reason of this, beyond
a doabt, was the great numerical inferiority o; the

« ubans, who, however, ensconced behind the
neighboring trees, must have seen their enemies
irom head to fool, and, being any sort or marks-
wen, they ought to have decimated ( he attacking
columns. For a good while the rattling vollics con¬

tinued to ling from either side, until Anally
IRE «P*»lARD« KOrNTBD THE RIVER BANES

and began to deploy along the level, when the
Cuhaus gave way, and, re! mating from tree to

tr«e. kept up a dmppuur fire on their advancing
to. .. I moot conle«* mat I d.d not see a man tall
the wlK'le lime. Meanwhile Calvar retreated
from the ferd wher* ihe actios was being (ought,
Mi l fed ba< a to thai we had crossed awht'e
before, 10 Bod mere ti»e rear gusrd of the garrison

I «l imr ute wup. H»- gave *>me ordeis hasti.y,
and, Wi»k bi» esvvti «n*l aiafl, pluuged into Hie
fvrest 10 a direeiion «outh irr»m the river's '>ank.
1 he S|.«ni»h 'iim p«. «k i rapidly forced their
way wcM a on* 1 hr n\*r. were close upou us at
tfct* j«ti are b«t im 1 si au* whom ihey were

dr.v.itg ktMiibg iint'w.to remfcrce*) bv Ihe
grearatr t4 tlx it rear guar., made a new stand

i iwtuan im tire*, wkick tiaae lor Calvar 10

I gat wlo va« *w«a,

A gvMe condoled the retreating Calvar a mtW
and a hair into the woods, where, reading out
scouts, wo lay close for a couple of hours as com.
fortably as men could who were dripping with per¬
spiration, choking with thirst and hungry as
wolves. While lying here wo heard the battle re¬
newed with as much vigor as ever on both sides,
excepting that now, the Spaniards, having brought
up their artillery,

li.'MMKNCUD to biiell the woon-*.
1 counted twenty.nve cannon shots, whi<'h they

discharged within an hoar; and, so far as material
damage or moral effect is concerned, they might
unwell not have wasted ammunition. The Cuban*
laughingly told me tkat during the entire war
none ol litem have ever known any one to be
killed hy the Spanish artillery excepting on two
occasions.

It was now two o'clock in the afternoon, when,
the filing having ceased, we began to cautiously
move aguin towards the river. The Spaniards,
they said, having achieved what they camc for, re¬
treated eastwards along the cauto and there would
he no more lighting tha* day.a prediction that
turned out strictly true. We came to a deep
ravine that, at an angle to our line of march, led
down to the river. Here we expected to Und the
impedimenta.the uon-coiubatauts and the cook-

thing". They were not there, and alter a din
j gent .-earolt we fonn-l out Irom stragglers that unfor¬

tunately the Spanish troops had run across their
place of concealment, dispersed, hut not captured,
the old men, woini'u and children, and had coin-
pletcly captured and

DB8TKOYBD ALL TI1F POTP AND PANS
around which so many loud hopes were centred^
We proceeded on our way and soon came across
the debris of the ruined plates anil dishes. What
our hungry feelings were at contemplating that
dire sight 1 must excuse myself from describing.
Had we only in our power some of the fell authors
of this desolation what vougeauce would not bo
wreaked on the miscreants. With wistful eyes wo*

passed these dear remains or blasted hopes and
soon found ourselves again on the bankn of tho
tortuous canto.

It was now alter four o'clock. We were theft
about two and a half miles Irom the Cuban troops,
who wore then resting alter the latigues of the
Qi(ht. continuing our inarch tho Cubans were soon

i reached. W ithout the semblance of formation the
men were congregate' in different groups along
the putliwav. 1 learned tnat

TUB LO.iS O** TIIR CUBANS
ha>l been one corporal killed and two soldlcrA
woaudea. These I saw and was present when tho
corporal was buried. Uo was killed by a rule ball,
which entered the lorehead above tho roots of tho
hair, and, ploughing its way through skull and
brain, canto out of a horrible hole behind the head,
raising over a portion of tho ground occupied by
Ciic morning's light, and following In tho tracks of
the Spaniard* the direction they had taken, a little
iiefore suuset we came to a halt in the footpath by

1
the river's brink. I'ots and something to put in.

Itltem were wanting; so, taking
A LONli DRAUGHT OK K1VER WATER,

a it' i gently caressing our craving stomachs, we
iilid 10 .deep around the camp tires, while tho

: Spaniards were encamped about a league off.
The follow nig morning was lovely j but, being thd

i second on which there had been nothing to eat,
| some ol the people began to look a little blue.

Servants now began to Hud their musters anil
masters to learn the extent of their Irreparable
looses. Horses were gone, clothing lost and

family relks that had beeu carried lor years mlta-
Ing.

A 1TB II '1HK HAT ll.K.

j So new - was heard of the Spaniards, and various
i opinions prevailed as to whether or not they woald

renew tho attack, General Calvar, accompanied
i>) lus staff, went iu the direction of General
uartia's cam,>, piobably to consult with him.
Colonel Mus»'o. on the road back from his raiding
expedition, was expected to return to-day.

At I lire* o'clock tiic fatigued and Hungry forces
took up the line ol inarch and crossed to the north-
em side or the river, over the ford, whore 1 first
met Ceuerul rem. We continued our march for

a league over a savanna and came to the woods,
' running at ri<lu utiglts to the road, whore the

I troops encamped lor ihe night. At haif-past tlvo
o'clock (-eneiulN Comer, und Carcia paid a viBit. to

{ thai-snip. I found that Garcia's whole personal
I following uud Ills escort »«re already encamped

I in tli* woods a league lurther east from where we
I were.

Hie lorage rs and scrvauts were despatcned with,
i out delay, though uow so late, to the uaya boti-

j iuUilen to girl. loud. the men were now roaming
about through woods, looklug for wild rriiits, edible

'
roots tin- ewiilnil part or the palm top, jiitta, but
there was nonn In the vieiuity. At half past eight
o'clock at uitfiit, stler

A FA- I OK ADOl'T FIFTY HOCRR,
I had (tie Infinite pleasure of eating with Colonel

Ma*loand Sir. Iguacio Mora a meal ol pitia and
txmiato. At nrst I imagine I the who'.# mess would
not sufflee for one ol u*, but on this occasion very
Utile sHfllced.

TI1K I'lliBT OPFNS AGAIN.
March At seven ami a bulf o'clo< k la the

morning the Spauturds crowd to the north side ol
the « auto, drove In the Cuban outposts, and, pn*h-
Ing along the opon savanna In front or the camp
we occupied, opened fire on the position. In a
moment uii wa excitement and hurry. The troops
were formed up lor action, Coloucl Mas^o com¬

manding in absence oi General Calvar, reported
i Kick. The llrnig continued for a short

j time only, the Cubans readily giving ground to tho
I push of the numerous Spaniards. The itosttion was

; abandoned without much resistance, aud a retreat'
commenced along a bypath in the woods iu the

i direction ol th»' BaraJagna road. Colonel Ma^-d
told me to accompany the hospital convoy for a

j league or so. where I would find General Garcia,
I who was looking for me. such another sight of

snffenng and misery as those poor people in
THK HOSPITAL CONVOY

j presented I never witnessed, and never hope to
, see another attain like it. Yet amid their sufferings

they were cheerlid and resigned. I soon came upi to where Ga.cla and Corneas were standiug on tho
i roadside conversing while the hospital hied past.

carcia told me to accompany the hospital convoy,j and gave mc in charge of an officer, telllug him to
treat me well. This seemed a most extraordinary
pioccediug. 1 alterwards learned that the Gen¬
eral, consulting my ease and comfort, wanted
to seud me to a place of safety until the operations
would be over. This was the very reverse of what
I wanted, so, giving my hospital friend the sup
ou the road, I took that along which I saw some of
the General's staff and the families go. In tho
meantime

A Rt'NNlNfl FionT
was being carried on in the front; but it did not
last long, and In a short time all was quiet,

t After wandering through the dreary woods all
! forenoon, about two In the afternoon my weary

i leet had a rest in a new camping ground at a point
Kituated midway between the Barajague road and

1 the cauto River. There was nothing to eat all thati day till then, when an officer gave me a piece of
i raw sweet potato. I thought it the sweetest mor-

sel that ever crossed my lips. General Garcia
reached the camp at lour o'clock. fle was sur-'

prised to find me ibere, saying that It would havo
been more comfortable for me to remain soma
time with the hospital, aa the movements of tho
troops would entail much hardship. I said that it
would be necessary to UII my mission by remaining

' with the lorccs, so that I might sec any operations
i about to be executed. 1 was cheerfully allowed to

remain.
_urrriNa rid of non-combatants.

| The next day the families were sent In one direc¬
tion, the hospital confinueo its march In anotner,' and the serviceable troops, with Garcia now auffi-

'

i lently recovered to place himself at the head of
1 the whole, oountcrinarchcrt and went again in tM

! direction of the cauto. As we marched through
the trails In the wools I noticed a lln# of

posts very skilfully posted at Interval la

such a way that It would havo been lm,
possible for an enemy to approach
uiii'elT. A scout brought Intelligence that the span,
tards, having tiul'ed their columns which had lelt
Jiiiuanl, nolgulu and Santiago simultaneously
with a view to surround the Cubans, were now

pa*sW cast along the north (llolguln side, on

which *e turn were) of tho Cauto, at » ^U»ce of
about a league and a half. Orders or ske wer#

given, and the Cubans lay on tteir anni for *4


