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Last night, at six o’clock, the general elee-
tions throughout Spain were closed. The
Assembly, which ia to give a new constitution
to this disturbed country, is now a rgality and
will agsume a working shape before this letter
can appear in thoe Herarp. Two weeks hence
the 387 newly-elected Deputies will meet at the
Congreso de los Diputados, in the Carrera St.
Geronimo, It can be fairly said that nowhere
ond at no time have elections been marked by
less excitement. The conservatives of all shades
resolved to abstain from voting, and conse-
quently, in Madrid itself, only one-fourth of all
the electors exercised their rights. There were
many provincial districts where a Deputy was
returned by less than two hundred votes, and
in one instance nine voters returned a repre-
gentative. In fact, the federalists alone went
to the ballot urns, and the natural result was
thaf scarcely any except federalist Deputies
were elected. A few distant conservative
localities, not sufflciently influenced by the
partx leaders of Madrid, excepted themselves
from the rule agreed upon by the main body of
the conservatives, and retume.rtl some twenty-
five Deputies of various retrograde shades—the
only opposition elements the federals are
to find in the Assembly. To these may
be added, as far as the government is concerned,
some fifty ultra-socialists, called intransigentes
(irreconcilables), which are likely to give some
trouble to Befior Figneras and his Ministers,
Bat, with some three hundred odd votes in an
Assembly of not fully four hundred Deputies,
any government might have considered itself
all-powerful, except a Spanish one. At all
events the President of the Spanish Republic,
to judge from his own words, does not con-
gider himself safe in any way whatever.

In the first place, it must be borne in mind
that abstention from voting on the part of the
various anti-republican factions means, in
this case, much more than it means
usually,. It is a pure and simple re-
fusal to acknowledge the legulity of the
elections, and this implies, of course, at some
future date, an open revolt against the legisla-
tion of the Assembly. Various protests on
the part of the anti-republican parties had
been already published and some of the
loaders of these parties, who had all fled after
the events of April 23, intended to form juntas
on French soil, passing resolutions and mus-
tering forces on the safe side of the frontier.

THE MISTAKE OF THE REACTIONISTS,

President Figueras, on recciving me on
Tuesday, said, with reference to this subject: —

*‘The representatives of conservative opin-
ions are acting in"the most foolish and un-
patriotic manner. They seem to have learned
nothing from past experience. It was at all
times the strategy of the comservative oppo-
gition in this country to create a vaccuum
around the existing power, and the invariable
result was that when the power fell it was not
to make room for those who created the
vacuum, but for the party still more advanced
than that which was overthrown. By creat-
ing now o vacuum around us they will not
open o road to themselves, but to the dema-
gogues only; while, by accepting the
existing fact of a Bpanishs Republic, and
by seiting ot work om the opposition
benches they would bave balanced the forces
and have done certainly more good to the
country than they could, perhaps, themselves
believe, They are almost sure to cause blood
to be shed now, while then they would have
been almost as sure to lead the country to
order and national regeneration, had they
courngeously accepted the Republic.”

Your correspondent asked the President
whether he considered that the anti-republican
party bad many members whose services could
be rendered available by the Republic ?

“COertainly,” nanswered the President,
*though it is not particularly pleasant for a
republican to make such an avowal: but 1
eannot deny the fact that the ablest statesmen
Bpain possesses are in the moks of the con-
pervatives and monarchiste,

DIFFICULTTES TO BE OVERCOME.

Our party hns still fo try ite forees and to

show ifs abilitics. We have beem as yet
neither brganized, nor have we even known
each other. Iknow, for instance, the repub-
licans of my province, Catalonis, and they
know me, for we were the first to begin the
republican agitation as far back as
1840. But we Iknow scarcely any-
thing about the republicans of other
provinces, mnor they about wus. Con-
sequently we have to make each other'snc-
quaintance yet, and to try each other’s abili-
ties, for scarcely any one of us had occasion
to show them—practically, I mean, for in the
sphere of theory our party has done some-
thing already. The best contemporary Span-
ish writers belong to our parly; but the most
experienced and skilful statesmen must be as
yet acknowledged to be in the op
camp." *rind

“Did the President mot think that the new
Assembly would be very violent, and render
the task of the governmént a rather difficult
one?'" was the next question put to him by
your correspondent,

“Well, I think it will be somewhat violent,”
answered Sefior Figueras, ‘‘or, at all events,
noisy ; but I lay grest stress on the social
law, in accordance with which a given num-
ber of violent men being brought together for
deliberation are, a8 o rule, often cooled down
and become moderate. The first sittings of
the forthcoming Assembly will probably be
very stormy, and perhaps appear somewhat
wild or ridiculous to Americans and English-
men, in whom the practices of Parliamentary
debates are more sober. But that won't last
long, I hope, and the Deputies will soon see
the need of a more quict way of transact
ing business, Besides, we shall not be
the first to amuse you or call forth your
disapprobation in that way, the present
French Assembly having, I believe, given
o fair example of the difficulty the represen-
tatives of the Latin race experience in delib-
erating quietly, without smashing everything
around them, As to the difficultics in our
way, they are, of course, incalculable, and I
am not quite sure yet that they can be all van-
quished. But the most serious of them are
not those presented by the general state of the
country or those you seem to anticipate from
the violence of the new Deputies, To my
mind the greatest difficulties must come from
the monarchists' and conservatives’ proceed-
ings, They seem to have made up their minds
to fight us to the bitter end.

THEY ARE CONSPIRING ALL ROUND.

Almost every well-to-do house is the cenire
of some sort of conspiracy at the present
moment; and we have great difficulties in
avoiding the danger of some of thegovern-
ment offices becoming similar centres as well.
The bank, for instance, is quite nnmanage-
able. It does its best to peralyze all the
efforts of the government to restore the con-
fidence of both Spaniards and foreigners in
the financial resources of this country. Still
more is the bebaviour of some of the officers
of the army. They are conspiring in broad
daylight, notwithstanding all the changes that
have been recently made in the personnel of
various commands, and in this I apprehend
one of our greatest dangers. 1 could not tell
you all the sacrifices the government has
made to avoid bloodshed ; yet they are push-
ing us to it still. I know for certain that, in
many cases,

SOLDIERS WILL SHOOT THEIR OWN OFFICERS
at ‘the next attempt similor to that of the 23d
of April, and every one knows what must then
follow. A final blow will be given to the dis-
cipline of the army, and no human efforis
will be able to prevent the country falling
into utter anarchy. And, supposing even
that these officers had success and that their
soldiers would obey them, how many men
could they bring into the field? Certainly
not encugh to intimidate the republican bat-
talions of the National Guards and of the
militia, And if they are not intimidated, as
were the cleven monarchical battalions on the
23d, they will fight desperately, and there
will be an end either to them or to the army.

ARE THE MINISTERS DEMAGOGUES?

The consecrvatives call me a demagogue; but
I can assure you that I am no more a dem-
agoguc than M. Thiers or Mr. Gladstone, I
differ from them only in my firm belief that a
federal republic is the best form of govern-
ment for Spain. But I believe just as firmly
that a federal republie can be established with-
out any wild socialistic theories being brought
forward. BSo far, indeed, am I and my col-
leagues from being demagogues that it was
our sincere wish to bring a handred or so con-
servative deputies into the Assembly, to form
n sensible and powerful opposition. The
question was deliberated in the Council of
Ministers whether we would be right in en-
couraging some of the conservatives to come
forward and in giving them such support ns
we conld. And if we resolved not to do so it
was only because of the attitude of the con-
servatives and of the obligations this attitode
had compelled us to take towards their eve-
mies,"’

CARLIFM AND ALPONSIEM.

Your correspondent asked the President
whether ho made any distinetion between the
varions branches of the conservative party,
and, if so, which was that he would have
thought more fit to help the country out of its
difficulties.

“For me,"" enid the President, ‘‘there is
only one conservative party—that of Don Al-
fonso. It is ihe only one which has some real
root in the country and which counts im its

ranks really able men. The Carlists lock, of
‘tourse, more active and more dangerous, and
so thoy are, perhaps. But we know, if strang-
“ers do not, that Carlism means at the present
moment Don Alfonso much more than it does
Don Carlos. Iwouldnot be astonished st all
if by and by the leading Alfonsoists—almost
al of whom are mow &t ond
about Bayonne—would begin to, tender
actunl help to the Carlists; and I
know for certain that the leading men of the
Carlist party, if they had been asked to ex-
press their innermost thoughts, would all de-
clare themselves for Don Alfonso. Old Elio,
for instance, knows better than any one how
far Don Carlos is unfit for the throne, and if
hestill serves the Carlist cause it is simply out of
chivalry and out of old-fashioned loynlty. He
served Ferdinand VIL and *‘Charles V.," and
be consgiders himself bound to serve ‘*Charles
VIL;" but had you asked him frankly to say
whom he preferred to see on the throme of
Spain, from the point of view of the country’s
welfare, he would certainly say Don Alfonso,
About the same thing could be enid of Dorre-
garay, Lizarrage, Ollo and several other Car-
list leaders. All of them were officers in
Dofia Isabella’s army. Ali of them
joined the Carlist party, not because
they did not acknowledge her as their Queen,
but because they did not wish either to serve
the Ropublic or Amadeo. They would never
have fought ngainst Isabells, and would gladly
acoept her son. In fact, Carlism, properly so
called, is strong with the populations of the
northern provinces, and by no means with ita
leaders, who know only too well how little the
debauched and weak-minded Don Carlos is fit
to rule Bpain, or even likely to be accepted by
any portion of the population ns soon as he
becomes more known. You said Don Carlos
spoke kindly of me and my colleagues when
you paw him, I am, therefore, sorry to say
such rude things of him, but I believe I am
saying only what is true.”’

Your correspondent ssked the President
whether he meant to say®hat Oarlist generals
were purposely concealing their feelings at
present, and were fighting apparently in the
cause of Don Carlos, but in reality for the re-
storation of Don Alfonso. p

*No, that I do not mean to say,'" answered
the President. “They probably believe they
fight foxr Don Carlos, but in reality they are
simply fighting for a Spanish King against »
Republic now, as they foughtagainst an Ialian
King a few monihs ago. But as they have no
objections whatever to the young Don Alfonso,
and as, in foct, they must prefer him to Don
Carlos, I would not be astonished at all if—
should they be sucoessful and the Republic
overthrown—they would find, themselves at
the head of troops bringing to Madrid Don
Alfonso instead of Don Carlos. The rap-
prochemen! which, I hear, is beginning be-
tween some of the Carlist and some of the
Alfonsist leaders, is an additional ground for
my believing a combination of this sort not
improbable. "

“So that, practically, you admit the possi-
bility of the Republic being overthrown ?’’
asked your correspondent.

HOPES OF THE REPUBLIC.

“As things are going on mow,’”’ answered
the President, I must say that I wounld mot
deny the possibility of such a thing, though I
hope it will not happen. At all events there
is this much achieved already, that only two
forms of government have henceforth become
possible in this country—either a federal re-
public or a eonstitutional monarchy with Don
Alfongo. This is a great gain. A short time
ago we had about a dozen combinations equally
considered as possible. The thing has now be-
come considerably simplified. Yet Don
Alfonso, thongh his chances of coming to
power are great, cannot lnst long. His reign
would ke merely a short adjournment
of the Republic. In thinking this I
do mot lay stress alone on the pro-
gress which republican ideas are daily
making in this country, ,butalso on some of
the unavoidable consequences of the Prince's
coming to the throne. 1t will be impossible,
for instance, to admit the Prince alone to
Spain. If he should enter the country as its
sovereign his family would naturally come
with him, and in a few days after the cere-
monies and festivities Madrid would have the
King and his friends, a Regent or a Regency,
with a party to it; Dofia Isabel and her
party, Dofia Christina and her party, the
Duke of Montpensier and his party, and
80 on. ‘They would all endeavor to have
the upper band in the councils of the King,
would all turn deadly enemies to each other,
conspire against each other and equally con-
tribute, each and all, to the overthrow of the
King and a new general flight of all of them
from Spain. The foreign Powers are now ex-
changing diplomatic despatches with refer-
ence to the Republic. They are, of course,
anxious to seea monarchy re-established in
this country, because they don't know any-
thing about the real state of our parties and
the condition of Bpain. Inmsisting still on a
monarchy, they do no#, however, object as
strongly o they did formerly to a republie,
provided this republic is called conservative
and is copied from what M. Thiers has estab-
lished on the other side of the Pyrenees. The
old gentleman has managed to reconcile the
European potentates with this form of govern-
ment and bas made them understand thata
republic is mot necessarily anarchy, and that
it can even be the rule of an uncrowned chuef

of the Executive as despotic as any erowned

monarch has ever exercised. But what
they cannot make up their minds about is the
word ‘federal’ They don’t know exaclly
what it means, but they think it must mean
something very undesirable. They don’t take
the slightest notice when they are told that
America and Switzerland are republican fod-
erations. They simply snswer you, ‘The
cases are quite different there,” and they
think they have said everything and refuted
all arguments you may adduce.

L SOLICITUDE OF THE CXSARS.

“The other day the two Emperors paying
each other compliments at St. Petersburg, did
our Minister ot that Court the honor of talk-
ing to him. They said they greatly desired
safety and order should be restored in Spain
and bloodshed ended, The Minister answered
them that the Spanish government wos
doing its best to achicve these ends.
But I said to my friend, Sefior Castelar, on
receiving the report of this conversation, that
if T had been in the place of the Spanish
Ambassador I would have answered their
Majesties that we bad as much safety and
order as ever, nnd that we have had no blood-
shed at all, even not so much as there was the
other day in Frankfort, or ns there is always
in Russin whencver n dozen people assemble
to discuss amy public grievance and whole
regimenta are sent out to ‘restore order.’

“My poor friend Befior Castelar, who is
very impressionable, ns you know, is getting
quite nervous under the influence of the in-
formation he gets from our Ministers abroad.
Tt looks as if we were going to receive some
strong worded notes one of these days on
the subject of the word ‘federnl’ as com-
pared with ‘conservative,’ and I am very
glad that the Assembly will probably meet
by the time we receive these documents,’’

Befior Figuerns mentioned some of the
measureg already taken by the government
of the Republic, and which ought to have in-
spired the foreign Powers with* some confl-
dence in the future of Spain ns far as peace
and order were concerned, and his incidentally
mentioning the recent publication of the
budget led the conversation to

THE QUESTION OF FINANCES.

“This is, I acknowledge,” said the Presi-
dent, “‘our weakest point; and, agsuming that
Ispeak to you not as the President of the
Spanish Republic, but simply ns Sefior Figue-
ras, I would say that our financial position
can certainly be much improved by ourselves,
but that a complete financial regeneration of
Spain is possible only with the aid of America.
It would be too long now to explain to
you my views on this question. The recep-
tion room at the Presidencia must be already
full, and people must get impatient about my
not coming; but if you call any evening we
will have a quiet talk about this, as well as
many other subjects. We all know in Spain
that the omly true friends we bave are the
Americans, and I know that talking to a
Heravp representative is the same as talking
to several millions of American citizens. Bo I
shall always be glad to have a talk with you,
for we don't want to conceal anything, and
hope that the more Bpain and the Spanish
Republic are known the other side of the
ocean the better it will be for everybody.

CUBA,

*‘But do not suppose that, when I say that
American enterprise and American gold can
alone regenerate the finances of Bpain I
mean in any way to allude to Cuba. That
island must be left quite out of the question
at the present moment. As both Carlist
and Alfonsist leaders told you, so must I
tell you, too, that no government will dare,
at the present moment, to propose .any
arrangement affecting in any way the, in-
tegrity of Bpanish territory; ond this was
one of the reasons for my having put go
much ‘“erritorial integrity,’ a8 you said, in
my official answer to General Sickles the other
day. Our enemies were spreading ramors that
we were arranging the sale of Cuba in an
underband manner, and I had to answer
them. My private conviction is that Cuba is
lost for us, and that in o quarter of a century
every Spanish peasant will firmly believe that
Cuba’s joining the States was quite a natural
thing, as he now believes it to be the most un-
patriotic and criminal idea ever conceived.
But my personal opinions on future events
have nothing to do with the political opinions
of the present Pregident of the executive
power of the Spanish Republic. When we
meet again we may talk a little more on this
subject; but now I must wish you goodby,
ond if Iadd here our customary ‘Esla casa
estd d su disposicion de V., don't take it fora
mere formal compliment,’’

It may be mentioned here that the Preshdent
received your correspondent at his private
house in the Calle del Salud at half-past six in
the morning. Like M. Thiers, the President
of the Spanish Republic is a very early riser,
and his official hours of reception at the
Presidencia aro from seven to eleven A. M. He
reccives only very few visitors at his little
private residence, which he has not changed
since he became President for any of the
numerouns unoccupied government palaces.
And the President's cabinet, where the inter-
view took place, is s unpretentious and quiet
aroom as that of a German student of law
or philosophy, whose parents are able to give
him fifty thalers a month.

‘The Bt, Louis teh recently had a visit from
Wm. L. Barry, of Nashville, who was born in Lu.
nenborg county, Va., In 1780, He s now nipoty.
taree 3»- o, and the f saye that ap
to one yI:r ago he hod worked at the printers’ case
slpce 1 or & period of seventv-Nve vears,

THE EVE OF THE DELUGE.

Choosing the New President of the
French National Assembly.

FRANCE DANCING ON A VOLCANO.

Prudent Parisians Placing Their Treasures
Beyond the Reaeh of Revolution,

IN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES.

Party Leaders and Public Men, as fleen by
, the Way and in Their Seats.

IN THE PRESS LOGE.

Dropping the Balls Which Eleet M. Buffet
a8 Buceessor to M. Grevy,

PARIS, May 21, 1878,

Forty-seven years ago, when Louls FPbliippe
gave a magniticent ball at the Paiala Royal, while
political affairs, which so shortly found tneir vent
In the Revolution of July, were almost at boiling
polnt, witty M. Salvandy described the exact
position in his phrose, Nous dansons sur un vol-
can (We ar¢ dancing on a volecane), If M, Salvandy
could return to life he might repeat his witticlam
at this moment, Parls 8 full, the boulevards teem
with busy, brilllant throngs, Every possible
American intonation, from the high-pitched sing-
song of the New Englander to the interminable
drawl of the West, can be keard in the courtyard
and the corridors of the Grand Hotel; ¢crowds of
English men apd women, alike conspicuous for the
eccentricity of thelr tollets, hang about Meurice's
and the Rue de Rivoll; even the hated Germanas are
ouce more to the jore, and some of the fineat
equipages and some of the loveliest, golden haired
ladies to be seen in the Bois are, you will ind on
inquiry, the property of gentlemen of Teutonie
origin. The theatres are doing well; Mabille and
Asgnitres are looking forward to an excellent sea-
8on, and the pavement outside the principal cafés
{8 #0'heset during the eveming that 1t is with the
greatest difficoity, and only aiter squeesing in
between the old Frenchman, décord and reading
the Temps, and the tall Briton, Wwho er-
ders  “Quelque ecognac—brandy, you know—
et un boetall de soda water.,! Yet you can
obtain a seat. Life 18 here In its gayest, brightest,
most BeNsuous aspect. Fn avant, mes amis! Allez (ou-
Jours, la jeuncsse, Make hay while the gun shines—
and yer—and yet—how about that voleano? Let us
look at what commercial men call the “per contra!’
gide of the ledger! Over to home life of Paris, net
that expressed in faring boulevards or teeming

" hotels, but over the domestic hearth, the mer-

chant's conntlng house, the sober citlzen's home,
hangs
THE LURID SHADOW OF THE RED FIEND,
bearing in one hand a musket, in the other a
torch. In the ears of thousands of men, prudent
but inot timid, provident but not terror-stricken,
the first rombling of the voicano, shell-diled and
petroleum-charged, 18 already beginoping to sound-
If yon can believe the rumors which greet you ia
well informed circles, large sums of money and
valuables of all kKinds are belng sent dally, for safe
keeping, to Belgium and England; in many familles
preparations for the lmmediate transport of
women and children to the same retreats are
compjete. The Bourse 18 ngitated, merchants shake
their heads, declining to look at big ventures, and
& deputation of bankers has waited on M. Thiers,
telling him that if there i the slightest Interrup-
tion of order and tranqguiility It will be Lmpossibie to
find that last milllard of indemnpity money, the
payment of which s to set the soil of France free
from foreign occupation. If this expected tragedy
is to take place, 1ts last act, with all its dread oec-
companiments, will be played (n the streets; mean-
while the scene of action now lies in the Assembly,
at Versailles. Let us take a glance at it.
WAITING FOR THE TRAIN.

It 8 twelve o'clock, Tuesday morning, and the
station of the Versailles Rallway (Rive Droite) is
humming like a hive of bees. Private carriages,
hired coupés and Victorias keep dasning up and
depomiting thelr occopants at the steps of the gare
in the Rue St. Lazare, But few persons in the con-
dition of him after whom the street s named arg
to be seen, but Dives is well represented. The
foreign pleasure-seekers usnally to be found here
en route to Versailles or St. Cloud are quite awil-
lowed up in the immense throng of Deputies, jour-
nalists, secretaries and intercsted men of politics,
who surge restiesely hither and thither, ticket-
toking, news-seeking, note-comparing. The truin
does pot start till half-past twelve, but the know-
ing ones have gone early, some to secure good
places, others to get & comflortable stare atthe
celebrities. 1la! a point of intercst, at last! The
crowd converges and forms a little circle ronnd two
men, who have just exchanged salotatlons—two
men of very different classes, epparently,

TWO PARTY LEADERS.

Who is this fat, gross man of middie height, with
reddish-brown complexion and decidedly red
nose, with a queer louche, or cock-eye, which gives
nim @ halljovial, hall-sinister expreasion—this
man with the curly-trimmed, grease-stalned hat,
the tortoise-shell double eyeglass hanging loose
round his neck, the shining coat and the fll
tromsers, into the pockets of which his hands are
thrust up to the wrista? This |8 Léon
Gambetta, the terror of the Right, the hope of the
Lert, the one man who (8 supposed to be able to
establish a real republic, untainted by Orleanism,
Lonapartism or priesteraft, in France. The gentle-
man with whom he is in conversatiom, the Duc
d*Andiffret Pasquier, the leader of the Right, dif-
fers from Gambetta almost as much in appearance
a8 in politice. He I8 a small, gentlemanly-looking
man, neatly dressed, with well cut features and
gray side whiskers. Fire and water are as llkely
1o mingle well as these two men; but they are
poiite and even pleasant to each other, and, with a
Palilagee-like leer upon his face, the ex-Dictator
pays hig opponent o "compliment:—* Pour moi, M.
le Duc,” says he, “5i jamais je deviens quelque
chose, je ne vewr le devendr qu'avec vousi™ (“If
ever | hold any position, Duke, I hope to have you
in the same beat with me!") And those who hear
the little speech laugh and applaud, and the doors
are opencd for the train, and the Duke tgkes the
arm of M. Ségur and makes for a carriage. Ah!
the charming influence of politice on domestic
life! The Duke is the brother-in-law of M. Casimir
Perrier, and lves in the same house with him;
and, during the last fow days, since M. Perrier has
taken ofMce under M. Thiers, the Lrothers-in-law
have not spoken to each other.

NOTABILITIES AS SEEN FROM THE GALLERY.

Well placed at last, mon ami/ The rallway jour-
ney to those who know it well is not amusing, and
the long walt in that antichamber listening to the
monotonous cry of the ushers— ‘' Messieurs, 5'il vous
plait, s vous n'avez pas de bilets, dana la salie
@attente"—became horribly wearisome. Though
there were types of chiaracter fo be seen even
there—the fat French tradesman, probably
éploier, who neglects his business for politics;
the old lady with the red face and strong,
gray beard ; the swarthy Gascon, who s
probably & Gambetta sympathizer, and the trim-
walsted dandy oficers. However, we are dut of
that purgatory ot last and comfortably seated in
the loge appointed for the use of the gentiemen of
the press, in the very centre of the second gallery
of the grand theatre of the palnce, in which the
meetings of the Assembly are now held. The vaet
ventral space of the parterre I8 appropriated to the
seats and desks of the Depaties, while the galleries,
divided into boxes, are given up o privilegea spec-
tators. There are many ladics present, bot, as ls
ukually the case, the study of politics does nos seem
to fnd favor with the real belles. 1n she first bul-

®ony, juss below us, Is a group of ofMcers In unfe
form—Count De Besuwont, brother-in-law to Mare
shal MacMahon ; Admiral Krans, and Colonel Favre,
On the extreme left, and close to what we must ealk
the stage, uits an old man in clerical costume, with @
wrinkled benevolent face and white hair combed
over his forehead, This 18 the celebrated Monsels
gneur Dupanloup, Bishop of Orleans. He 1a talking
with an eiderly gentleman who evidently makes
the best Aght he can against s age and feeblensss,
In a cloacly buttcned (rock coat, & neat gray wigand
smooth white mustaches, this man scarcely gives
you the |des of havingatone time wielded Immense
powerand (nfluence, He looks ltke some elderly
fAdanewr of the Beulevards, not what he really 18—
General Changarnier! Against ourleft-right (which
I8, of course, to the left of the trihune and the Pres-
ident's ohalr), 1ummediately at the foot of one of
the columns, 8 M. Ranc—a republican celebrity,
Just elected for Lyons where M. Barodet was re.
turned for Paris—a grave man, with pale, bhloodiess
face, thick dark hair, short grizszied beard. Juaw
passing him by i lttle Louls Rlane, much beot
and aged since we Orst knew lim, an exile bot a
wele guest In London saloons. In contras§
to himIs the imperialist, M. Roaher, tall and burly,
with a certain amount of dignity and gentlemaniyy
bearing. Gambetts is seated on one of the fron®
benches, with his hands—when in repose—on
stomach. When in conversation he faps
here and there, like the fins of & turtle,

DROPPING THE BALLS,

While we have been looking around the Depntiest
have been called npon by the Vice President, M. Bes
nolt d'Azy, to procead to the election of a presidenty
by ballot. The urnd stand one on either end of thet
tribune. Each Depoty s he ascends the step@
takes a balloting ball from the clerk, drops it in ong
of the urns and descends the stepsat the other ends
The contest llea between M. Buot, the conservas
tive eandidate, and M, Martel, who 18 openly sup«
ported by the ministry, Among the Deputies
two gentlemen of dark complexton, one with long,
white hair; the other, an unmistakable “colore
brother,” grizzly wool, lark heels and all, These!
are lrom the colonties.

REPORTERS COMPARING NOTES,

While the tedions ceremony I8 golng on there 1o
much amusing talk In our “reporters’ gallery,'?
the most noticeable occupant of which is a mam.
with a heavy face and an immense head of halre
Thisls a certain M, Germain Casse, formerly the
favorite pupll of the Pere Lacordaire, who, indeed,
addressed t0 him lis celebrated ‘‘Lettres A um
Jeune Home,” But M. CUasse has forgot=

ten) his priestly instruction and cast aside
nis former faith, and 18 now one of
the most noted  coniributors Lo Auol

Jonrnals a8 the Rappel and the Corsaire, M. Casséy
M. Robert Mitchell (s Frenchman, though with sucty
an English anme) and their colleagues have plenty’
of nnecdotes to relate and persons to discuss. Opal
declaresthas in his new electoral preject M. Thiers
decreea that no one shall be Pregident who has nott
attalned forty years of age. This 13 accepted am
directly aimed at M, Gamb:tta, whose age is thirty=
seven. Another has been that merning with M.
Emlle de Girardin, and heard him say that the
great faolt of oll the Freoch leaders, from M.
Gulzot to M. Thlers, had boen that they occupled
ihemselves entirely with the Assembly and gave
no thought to the country; lke actors, they,
provided the pit applauded them, care nothing fog
the storm which may be raging outside. The
newly appointed Ministers roceive their sbare of
discussion, M, Béranger, the new Minister of
Publie Works, 18 sald to be an eminent lawyer, bug
quite strange to his oMeial duties. M. Waddings
ton, just créated Minister of Education, I8 sixtyps
two years old, o philosopher and a professor ln the
Ecole Normale of the Cellége de France. He ¥
considered eminently unpractical, and has no ade’
thority in the University.

OHOICE OF M. BUFFET—POSTPONEMENT OF THN
CATABTROPHE,

Now the Lalloting Is neariy at an end, curionsly
enough the last man to record his vote being the
Minister, M. Casimir Perrig, who as he crosses thef
tribunal is received with sHouts of “'Ah, bah! tows
Jours en retard (always late) | ovofld un Ministrd
d'¢tourdisa /" The bLalloting urns are then handed
over to the serntinecrs, and apeedily we learn tha#
M. Bumet has been elected by a large majority. M.
Dufour then ascends the tribune, and on behalf of
the Ministry adjourns the debate till Friday, so
that we have still forty-eight hours, dsring which
to dance on our voleano. EDMUND YATES.

THE FLAMES RAGING.

—— e

Half a Dozen Serions Fires Yesterday in the
City—A Loes of $150,000 on Bullivan
Street and Minor Amounts in
Other Localities.

A fire broke out yesterday morning In the ream
of Nos, 79, 74 and 76 Sullivan street that caused
damage of about one hundred and fifty thousandl
dollars. The building was totaly destroyed, iD=
volving a loss of about filteen thousand dollare om
the eonstruction,

The houses In the rear belong to the New York Ple
Manufacturing Company, and the loss upon thems
is estimated at $6,000; insured. The flames canghty
the building No, 70 Sullivan street, a three storgp
frame bullding, the property of Mr. Brooks,
and caused a damage of $300; insured. Froms
there they travelled to No. 2168, rear of the samneg
number (2168) in Spring street, and burned the prop-
erty,valned at ﬁaus. No. 22 Clark street, a three lwl?
brick . the property of Andrew Diakely,, '
TP B " s e Su L S B

xtent o
. | ured to the extent o:%nft
e 0
Church, was damaged to the amount of $300. No.

84 Sullivan strees, a four story brick, owl::.i’z
Mrs, Watson, susthined a supposed losa of
The firet floor of this house was ocoup by

"l}omng‘leuilm. Ilrnhc;nho lgg 18 estimated nt §500
aured for 8 5
the fire hrnné"g Superintenden
on the ground and took clm&nnlnwnu. He.
o eyl s il of meh ot 14 provery
street @ Bq
:#:m side wus protected, 81 the :nlmm
horses that were 1 the n:a.hlu when the fire broke-
out but 48ven were Eav The carcasses of ther
other animals were buried beneath the smoulders,
Ing remalns uuﬂh‘ and maede the,
WTM- of mugmm of thousands of visitors duri
the day. Most mmﬁl were burned in \
8

losses and Insurances. The bakery,
the fire broke out, was In
strect, An ay led from the street—the man-
ufactory proper—and tl:runrh. this entrance all the
wagons and conveysnces of the establishment hadg
to puss. It is very narrow, and greal dimeuity
wu" at all times expe in geting the caria
ou 4

The public in the neighborhood denounce th@
Fire Department flercely, It issald that owing :?
the non-ringing of the bells nothing was known ol
the fire for some time afier it broke om‘, and evem
then the engines were slow to arrive at the
(One most distregsing feature of the conflagra
{8 that the most severe losers are the poor n

mmilles livin wround the pie factory
Their rooms ‘wd furniture were
by fire and water, and they are en
uninsured. A most clreunmstan
in regara to the fire came to surface last night

but Fire Marshal Sheldon did not make any arres
thiat the testimony he held was

ping
at time to bring the proper parties into t
m‘er.u He will open an inm this morn
Captain McCollough, with reserves from the Fou

4
teenth, Fifteenth, Twenty th and Fourth p
clncts, woa on auty d the fire, and prum&
the property tion.

Other Fires.

A fire was discovered ia the dry goods store B
Canal street, yesterday afternoon, that caused &y
damage of $100; insured for $5,000 in the People'sy
or Pacific, insurance Company.

‘The awning at 72 Sccond avenue caught fire yess
terday afternoon, and caused a loss of $100,

At twelve o'clock yesterday fire was discovered
in the awning in front of 133 Liberty street. The

dam done nmounted to §150,

1n the tenement bouse 452 West Twenty-seven
nnetll gn br:m? ::::L yesterday afternoen
caused o damage o

A fire broke out umd“ymmmconm
of No. 333 West 'rm’-'nl ;ﬂrs street, occupied

LARIMONE A8 & 3
n‘xl?r.e roke out y afternoon at No.
Amity street that caused &
Al ten o'clock yesterday o fire broke

» m‘d‘h:::cl!. that cauned & > :'f

L g i Ll Sack Elovently
A ltre 0ol y B

atrect;

#
Ne.
A fire out m.:mu-om 1




