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WASRINGTON, Feb, 23, 1873,
The Colfax Impeachment—No Jurisdic-
tion? Theory of the Chairman of the
Hounse Judiciary Committee.
When the nine members of the [Tonse Committee
' on the Judiciary conciuded a protracted meeting
just before midnight 1ast night it was currently be-
lieved that something very Important lhad been
done., This fa the firet time this session all the
members have met. The cases of Vice President
Collax and Judges Delabay, Durell and Sherman
were before them, and must be disposed of within
ten days. The resoluilon of Mr. Tyner by Inference
might have meant cither Colfax or James Brooks,
but, the latrer having already been provided for in
another way, the duty of the committee toward the
former had evidently been under serious consider-
ation. Then the reticcnce ol the members, their
positive refusal to talk or say what had been done,
snd the cold assurance that the press would find
out soon enough, led to speculatiom as to

the result of five long hours’ delibera-
tion. The  political complexion of the
comm'ttee also added to the speculative

Interest of the nine Solons of the House. There
were the Chalrman, Bingham ; Wilson, of Indlana;
Bhoemaker, ol Pennsyivanla, and Petlers, ol Maine,
who were radical republicans and within the
party traces; Dutler, who ia always radical ; Geod-
rich, of New York, who hud Hberalized himselfl ont
of Congress, and the trio of democrats, Voorhecs,
Eldridge and Clarkeon N, Potter., It was true the
report of Poland's committee was no criterion;
but why this positive refnsal to talk about cemmit-
tee matters—this careful bridling of the tongue ?
To answer this was the task imposed to-day, and to
learn at about what time the articles of impeach-
ment agulnst the Viece Preaident might be pra-
sented,

In a pleasant room In the Washington
House was found the venerable Chalrman of the
Judiciary Committee, Jndge Bingham, hedged
about with volumes of the gathered wisdom of a
thousand years and numcrous copies of the HER-
ALD, A cloud of smoke, like an aurcola eof glory,
floated over lis mlvery locks; there was something
Ingicative of new life in his features; his cye was
brighter, his complexion clcarer and his voice
more impressive, :

“8lt down and make yoursclf at home,” was the
cordial greeting when once 1 was across the thresh-
ol of Lis apartment.

The weather, business before Congrees and other
minor topice were not breached as preliminary to
an attack on the great impeacher, the mwan who
bas had more experience in this line than any
other member of Congress, so I quickly asked the
first question—*'What did yeu do in committee
last night that conld be repeated without infring-
Ing on your agreement??

*Nothing, sir; and who says to the contrary mis-
represents the fact.”

Here 1 was In deep water, with no one but this
venerable jurist to save me.

“You are a correspondent for the HERALD, are
yon? Who writes for that paper with buzzard's
guills, and guestions my husiness transactions with
Oukes Ames, or any other man, eh ¥

*l was not aware that anybody did; Ide not at
least, 1 always write with a Faber No. 2, and preicr
pencil to Ink."

The judge loovked at me, squared his chairina
better light, and after expressing himsell very
plainly about the ignorance of the press generally,
tut notof the HERALD, as he sald Miat was the only
paper he ever read, he paid :—

“Thig impeachment business (s not so savory as
many people would suppose, Let us sce. Judge
Plckering, of New Hampshire, was impeached
about the beginning of this century., After that an
attempt was made to Impeach Justice Chase, of
the SBupreme Court, which Iailed, as did also the
sttempt to Impeach United States District Judge
Peck., Judge West Humphries, of Tennessee, was
coavicted of treason during the war, and then
came the effort to impeach that great and good
man, from the same State, Andrew Johnson, Presi-
dent of the United States, in both of which cases I
was the leader, and, as you know, not so suceesaful
with the last as with the first. Now let us go back
again, for I suppose you want to know what the
prospect Ia of impeaching Colfax. Well, ssmewhere
ahout 1705 Ten had & Senator named Blount,
whom it was decided could not be impeached ; and
Johan Smith, & Sonator from Ohlo, concerncd in
Burr's conspiracy, falled to be expelled for
lack of votes. Mut the case which brings us to the
point 18 that of Senator Humphrey Marshall, of Ken-
tucky, who was charged with certain grave of-
fences, committed pefore hie election to the Sen-
ate; and the Senate, acling under the precedent of
the British Parliament, decided that 1% had no
jurisdiction over offences not committed while o
Senmator wWas not a member of that body."

Tuis last remark brought the question to an
tssue, and [ aaked for (te applieation.

“The resolution referred to our commitiee re-
guires us to ascertaln whether any ofticer of the
government has been guiity of effences for wiich
he should be impeacbed. If Mr. CQuifax was
guilty of ncoepting bribes while Speaker of the
House he might have beem expefied for
that offonce; but a8 he could not
be impeached then, but only expelled,
be cannot new bLe Impeached, becanse he
s Vice President. I told you the Senate decided in
the case of one of its swn members that it had no
tarisdiction over the alleged offences of ita mem-
wers not committed during their connection with
the Senate. The resolution 18 peculiarly worded
and refers to Mr. Brooks quite as piainly as to Mr.
Oolfax, Mr. Brooks held a civil ofMlee at one time
a8 Government Director-of the Pacific Rallroad
and was debarred from holding stock.  IF he did
this— (but | have no purpose in saying that hie did,
or that I think he didy—il he violated the law he
coull have been impeached by the Congress then
e oflice, but  with that Congress

cedent, 'u:u. 1 see that Poland's Com-
mitiee cite the eane of John of the Brit-

tsh louse of Commons, in support of thelr recom-.
merdations against Ames. It is not for me now to
say what 1 may say when that report is discussed,
but the fact is that the word ‘expunged'—ex-
ponged, sir, was written over the very record ap- [
pealed to by the confmittee.’

‘Here Mr. Bingham invoked an old volome full of
reference marks, giving evidence that his experi-
ence 1o impeachment matters had not been forgot-
tem, and the celebrated words of Juuius were
quoted with a vim, .

“But what 1 asked about—the evidence béfore
Jna’.-.:: Poland's Committee concerning his verac-
ity

“That, 1 must confess 1 do notonderstand} un-
Jess it is tbat Judge Poland wants to prove Ames
gulity of perjury to sustain the other charge of
bribery, "

“Then 1 understand that you are convineed your
committee has no jurisdiction over the acts of
present ofticers of the government not commitied
during their present term of office 1

*“Fhat is my epluion.”

Rerpecting his own connection with the Créait
Mobilier matter Mr. Bingham expreseed himself as
freely and plainly as before the cemmittee. He
W8 80rry it had not yielded a larger dividend, and
emphatically denounced the sccusation that he

been governed by improper motives. He had
néthing to.conceal, and the report let him slone.
There were 8 incongistencles In it, which
weuld probably provoke a long and earnest dis-
cussion. As for the report of his own committee,
the work of preparing had been confided to Gene.
ral Butler, and he felt gure the sentiment of the
committee would not differ in the main from what
he had repeated.

Mr. Peters Thinks Ditto.

Joim A, Peters, another member of the commit-
tee, in respopse to the question as to what passed
during the meeting of the committee, 1ast evening
sald:—'"We had foar cases before us, namely,
those of Judge Durell, Judge Sherman, Judge
Delahay and Bchuyler Colfax. The case of Judge
Durell we did not tonch at all, and 1 do not think
that any action will be taken on that matter. It
will probably remain on the calendar and
die out. As to the case of Judge Delahay,
the committee has unanimously decided to
report articles of impeachment against him. Gen-
eral Butler, who is drawing up the report, has
specially urged this, and the committeée are of
opinlon that the evidence warrants the Impeach-
ment of Delahay, The committee then considered
Judge Bherman’s case, but reached no concluslon.
1 think, however—and: this 8 also the opinion of
the committee—that there has not been evidence
enough to take aotion, Judge Sherman ought fivst
to be heard in his own defence before the commit-
tee take such a grave step aa to report articles of
impeachment against him. As there are only a
few days left of the session his case cannot be
investigated a8 folly as it ought to be, and the
committee will therefore recommend that It be
relerred to the next House for consideration.
In the third case—that of Vice Presldent Colfax—
the committee Is pretty nearly unanimona that it
cannot report articles of impeachment agalnst him
on the ground that Congress has no jurisdiction
over the conduct of Congressmen and oMoers of the
government previous to thelr election for the pres-
ent term.”

“But {8 not Congress the guardian of ita own
honor? Does not one of its acts say that any mem-
ber who brioga Congress into disgrace 18 a subject
for expulsion?”

“] think that Congress has an arbitrary power to
expel members or impeach officers of the govern-
ment; but it would not be discreet and legally
right to use that power.”

“Then there will be no minority report?™

“Ne, I think there will be no necessity for one, |
and upon this same technical ground the majority
of the Housa will not vote for the expulgion of any
of the members implicated in the Orédit Mobiller,
This will be Butler's line of argument (n defence of
Oakes Ames, He is drawing up the report of the
committée, and it wil be gquite a vigorous ome.
We shall meet again to-morrow morning, and the
report will be presented on Tuesday.”

“Apart from the technical objection of jurisdie-
tion, do you think, sir, that the evidence agalnst
Colfax justifles his lmpeachment ¥

“l do not think that the evidence of Oakes Ames
alone would convict him before any court of law.
Mr. Ames has doublless pruvaricated; he has been
very unscrupulous in his testimony, glving differ-
ent verslons at different times about the connee-
tion of the implicated members with the Cradit
Mobiller, althongh I think that his last
verslon was the true one, and that there is eircum-
stantial evidence against Colfax beyond Ames’
testimony. Still there 18 & Jegal doubt, though
there may not be a moral one, and before & court
of law the accused 8 entitled to the benefit of it.
1 belleve that publie opinion will deal with Collax
as severely aa he deserves.

“Weuld the judgment of your committee have
been different if Fernando Wood's resolution bhad
prevailed

“I do not think that would have made any differ-
ence, The republican majority did not want to
have the resolution from the democratic side; but
Tyner's substitu‘e really amounted to the pame
thing, and it would be of little use to report the
fmpenchment of Colfax, becaunse there Is no time
left for Congress to take any actiom whatever in
the matter,”

How the Member from Wilkesharre
Feels About It.

The conversation of your corregpondent with
Mr. Shoemaker, & member also of the next House,
wis as follows i—

“How will the report ef your committee deal
with the alleged chief ofender, Colfax "

“We ghall not reach a positive conclusion until
te-morrow. In the report the committee will pro-
pose to lay down some princtple as to the right of
Congress to expel any member or impeach any
ofMcer of the governmens for offences committed
previous to his election to Congress or to a term of
office, as the case may be. The committee have not
yet fally determined on the principle which should
govern their action on the question of junediction,
It will probably be decided at their next meeting
to-morrow. It 18, however, pretty certain that the
committee will ot report articles ol impeachiment
against Mr, Colfax. 1don't think it would be safe
to give Congress the power to expel a member or
impeach an oMeer for any crime committed before
his term commenced. If that were allowed there
would be no limit to the power of the majority.
The safer plan is for the House to take cognizance
only of ofences cormmitted while the secused 1s a
member of the House; or of an officer, of offences
during his term of office. For any crimes previeus
to his electlon it is safe to presume that
those who have elected him have passed
judgment upom him, Of course, a8 a gen-
eral thing, they understand more about
the character of the man for whem they vote than
Congress; they take the conduct of hia whole life
inte consideration, and draw their conclusions
from that as to his fitnesa or unfitneas for oMee,
and a8 & general thing they know the man whom
they wish to represent them. They don’t judge
from one act, but from his whole life. That is the
prevalent Idea in the committee. Buppose the
republicans in the House bad only one majority,
and they wished to get a majority hy which they
can suspend the rules and pass any measure they
may desire, how easy would it be for them to expel
a reguired number of the opposition by trumping
up charges against them. Hence the Importance
of .catablishing some general principle om which |
this pewer of expulsion can be exercised, so that
the rights of the minority siould be respected.”

Butler Too Busy To Ile Distarbed.

Having proceeded thus far into the subject before
tiie committee, the astute and vigorous General
Butler was next sought at his residence on Fil-
teenth street. A ‘“piercing piping wind" was
not necded to chill the venturesome writer as he
walked with doubtful steps toward the offee of the
Essex statesman. The magnetic influence which
sometimed invites o reckless feilow into his pres-
cmee was cat off, not on acoount of its being Sun-
day—certainly not—but because the Lord of the
House was eugaged. “Engaged to everybody' was
the answer of the polite Africanus who guarded the
onter portal,

“What I8 he dolng that In so lmportanti" said 1,

thinking perhaps the fellow was moro officious
than diacreet. ' )

“Don't know, sghj but he can't see any one; dose
are my tions. ™ . ‘ 4

That was periectly clear; but as I was regreiting

the refusal anothef member of the Judiélary Com-
mittee sought an. loterv and he, too, was re-
Maed, and 8o with m':ﬁm. This secinsion
is the gosaip of the clty to-night, and & coup de
tain on Poland’s committee I8 expected, It may
be confidently asserted that the report that General
Butler (s preparing—the judiclary report—and has
worked on ail day will antagonize Poland’s report
in every particular., Heis to save Oakes Ames; and
6n the same ground the demoeratic members will
coing to the resgue of James Brooks, and while re-
Viewing the testémony of the committie will draw
the distinetion aliuded to in the above interviews.
In these views Potter and Goodrich colncide,
" At alnte hour to-night Mr, Butler is atilt engaged
in his ofce, and If the report can be finished and
read to the commitice in time to-morrow, Mr.
Butler will present it immedintely after reading
the journal. Mr. Bingham will eign it If there
is nothing too oMensive to his sense and justice in
it. .He would have prepared it himself were It not
that his name s sasociated with the scandal and
respect for the opinions of those whom he esteemed
Jed bim to walve the right he had to the task, It
Is expected that the report will be a “scoreher,”
giving the whole pack of specolaters from Dawes
down to Patterson and from Wilson up to Ames,
an unepviable notoriety. Mnch of the Crédit
Moblller matter remains untold, but Butler will
probably tell it in his report.

At least seven of the nine members of the com-
mittee will sign Bubler's report, and while its
writer had declared Colfax should be impeached,
he could not find emMclent grounds on which to
base the articles. The report will doabtiess
have something to say about Henry L. Dawes,
Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee,
General Garfleld, Chatiman of the Approprintion
Committee ; Samuel Hooper, Chalrman of the Com.
mittee on Banking and Currency; Mr.
Chairman of the Naval Committee, and Mr. Kellay,
Chairman of the Centennial Celebration OCom-
mittee, -

Judge Durell, of New Orleans, is én routs for
Washington to prevent action In his case before
the Judiciary Committee,

The Roport Finished,

The report of General Butler was finished ata
late hour to-night, and the committee will ask to
be discharged from the further consideration
the charge against Mr. Colfax, and Lhat the re
tian offered by Mr, Tyncr be lald on the table. The
report will certainly be presented to-morrow.
The Frosident’s Message to the Benntes

Benatorial, Financinl, Diplomatic and

Politienl Changes—Commiitecs To Be

Reconstructed and “Impure” FPoli=

tivians Bhut Out.

The President’s prociamation calling the Senate
together for execulive buainess 18 Issued under
authority of the third section of the second artigle
of the constitntion, which says that *he
may, on extraordinary occaslons, convenc both
houses, or either of them.” The doeument
8 a verbatim copy, with the exception of
the dates and the signatures, of that ssved
from the State Department by direction of Presi-
dent Lincoln just prior to the close of his first term
of ofMce. It has not, therefore anyespecial siqnifl
cance at the present time, neither are the “objegta
of Interest” of remarkable Importance. Tho neces-
sity for reviving the joint Mexican Clalms Commis-
sion has been communicated to the Senate ina
epeclal message, but there |8 no time
for any actlon on the gsubject before the
close of the present sesslon, It 15 @also
understood that there I8 an extradition treaty
with Honduras ready for ratification, and that
o new treaty with the Dominloan Republie, In which
the rights of the American colony at Samona Bay
are to be guaranteed, may reach here in time to be
congidered. . There will also be a coopsiderable
number of neminations to be confirmed, including
the heads of departments, ail of whom will, in ae-

cordance with long established usage, tender ghisir |

resignations on the 30 of March. The postponement
by Mr. Boutwell's opponents of the Senatorial elec-
tion In Massachusctis uniil March 11 will embarrasa
the President, but he will reappoint Mr, Boutwell,
and should that gentleman be elected Senator
Judge Richardson will be his successor. The
friends of Senator Poole, of North Carolina, whose
term expires on the 3d of March, have been o
clamorous for his appointment to a Cabinet ofMce
that they have disgusted the President. Sccretary
Fish Will have & large budget of nomini-
tions, a8 he i3 anxious to rotate a number
of our diplomatic and counsular representatives
abroad, Bchenck will remain at London, Wash-
burne at Parls, Sickles at Madrid and Jay at
Vienna, The Assistant Secrctary will keep his
uncle Bancroft at Berlin, and Senator Edmunds
won't have Marah removed from Rome, while
Cameron Ia willlng that Boker should remalin at
Constantinople; but jovial old Nye must be pro-
vided for by rotating out Governor Lowe [rom
Pekin or Charley De Long from Jeddo, and o new
man must sapersede Bassett at Jaytl, now
a first clasa mission, The Central and
South  American missions will be much
changed, a8 we need men there who can enligt the
different governments in a grand American
policy. Ex-Senator Henderson, of Missaorl, I8
gpoken of as the probable successor of Mr. Part-
ridge at Rlo Janelro, and had it not been for
the Crédit Mobiller scandal, Mr. Binzham would
have been sent to Paraguay and Urnguay. Mr. Pile
Las been here, urging his retention at Carac-
cas, but his management of the claims
against Venezucla bhas not been  altogether
eatisfactory, Indeed, all of the BSouth and
Central American ministers may be rotated. The
consular force will certalnly be much reconstructed,
George E. Beward, who came here ifrom Shanghae
hoping to obtain the position of Minister to China,
wiil not even return as Consul General, and scores
of other Consuls of high and low degree will have
to give way to new appointees, The reporta of the
gpacial agents sent abroad are not favorable con-
cerning o great majority of the Consuig, and new
men will be sent who will obey the law and regu-
lations.

But the Benate, while it will have to
git iIn Jjudgment on treatlies and on nomi-
patlens, 'has home work to perform. The
expiration of the terms of a number of Senators
vacates the chairmansiips of a number of impor-
tant committtes. It will be necessary to provide
successora for Cole, on the Committee on Appro-
priations; Pomeroy, on the Committee on Public
Lands; Harlan, on the Committee on Indlan Afaire,
and Patterson, on the Committee on the District
of Columbia, besldes less 1mportant chair-
manships, held by Nye, Pool, SBawyer and
Kellogg. The entire list of Senate commit-
tees will be reconstructed Im a caucus of
republican Senators and then reported to and
adopted by the Senate. But the Senate will also
have to scrutinize the credentials of those newly
elected Senators who are sald to have “bought in,"
among them Dorscy, of Arkansas; Conover, of
Florida ; Ingalls, of Kansas ; Pinchback or Warmelth,
of Loulsiana, Bogy; of Missourl, and Patterson, of
Bouth Carolina. Allison, of lowa, wiil probably
come scorched with Crédit Moblller, but he may
escape notice, It 18 the known wish of leading
Benalors, however, not to admit to o seat any one
who cannot show a clean bill of electoral health.
It will not answer for the Senate to be talnted as it
has been of late,

The Vice President Robbed of $4,000.

Misfortune never comes singly. Poor Coliax can
well testily to the truth of this saying. Yesterday
afternoon, while he and his father-in-law, Mat-
thews, were engaged In their respective duties at
the Capitol, & plausible, styllshly -dressed young
man, who had been staylng as & guest at Worm-
ley's Hotel, walked into Colfax’s room, broke his
trunk open and helped himself to the valu-
ables, conmisting of four thousand dollars' worth
of bonds and conpons, Wien Colfax returned in
the evening the remoant of thet bappy smiie
which ornamented nis face before the black days
of COrédit Mobilier was chilied Into blank amaze-
ment, It 1s not deemed good to mention for the
present the registered mame of that plansible
yeung atranger, although it was probably, like the
shirt on his back, changed as often a8 convenlent,
SuMoe it to say that he is supposed 10 have taken

the one o'clock P, M. train for New York yesterday,
immediately after his transaction was exeented.
He did not leave his future address behind him,
The anly token of his viait to the Vige President's
room wWis an umbrella which he left on the bed,
and which has been identified as having belonged
to him. The tnief was a gentiemanly looking man
of about thirty-five, with high-toned English
aira about nlm.' Bome suppoee him to have been
an emissary from an investigating committee of
light-Angered gentry In New York, who pre-
sumedly came here 1n response to Collax's late
challenge to the Poland committee to investigate
his houschold afairs. It I8 a remarkable colnel-
dence, too, that the value of the bonds
and coupons abstracted by the emissary aforasaid
should bave béen $4,000, the very amount which
Collax is alleged to have recelved from the liberal
government contractor, Neabitt, as a donation, or,
a8 malicions persous have it, a8 a year's salary ln
quarterly instalments, The ocolored gentlemen at
Wormley's are very mysterious about the theft, as
Mr, Colfax has specially requested thas the matter
remain a profound secret,
Utah Has Another Chance Yet.

The Utah question wiil not be disposed of by the
Hounse Judiclary Committee this sesslon, and the
law must remiin as at present until the next ses.
slen of Congreas,

SBpain amd Cuban Slavery—Downing
Down on Hasty Measures,

George W. Downing, the well-known representa-
tive colored man, haa written a letter saying the
unexpacted ehange of government In Spaln should
restrain for the present our government from
declaring belligerent rights to the Cuban patriots;
that it refnsed to grant beligerent rights to them
while Spain was a monarchy, upholding
slavery, and perfidions in her course towards
our government; that the new Republic of
Spain ghould be allowed reasonable time to act for
freedom and Cuba; that we ahould be cautlons not
to embatrass the new ally to republicanism by pre-
judging her unfavorably ; that as republicaniam ia

.progresaing with hopes of success In at least four

nationa of Europe, we should be careful not to
croes and Lmpede its progress In  these
eountries ns well ns In Cuba and else-
where. The letter hos been written because
action has been taken by colored men in dif-
ferent parts of the country on the simple an-
nouncement of an intention to isspe a call for a
natlonal assembling of colored men In Washington
on the 31 of March In favor of free-
dom In Cuba and the declaring of beliiger-
ent rights to the Cuban patriots. Though
no formal eall has been lIssued, a National
Assembly will meet to urge Bpamn to immediately
free her slaves, to sympathize with Cuba and to in-
angurate further efforts to induce early action on
the part of the incoming administration, Lo the end
of securing all citizens of our country in their civil
righta,
Comstock's Christinnity Refused by the
Senate,
The Senate cruelly put an end last evening to the

“hopes of a fellow named Comstock, who came here

& few weeks ago with a budget of Indecent engrav-
Inga and immoral articles, which he professed to
have obtained In response to letters which he sent,
enclosing money, to parties who advertised them

for enle. Hias first exhibition was at the
house of that statesman, BSub. Pomeroy,
and the Jleading MUghts of the Young

Men's Chiristiun Assoclation were invited by printed
circulars to go there and gaze upon this collec-
tion. Then they were displayed In the room of
Colfax at the Capitel, and Comstock elogquently
descanted on the nece#sity for a law not only to
prevent the sale of the dirty trash, but to sup-
press all advertlsements which did not meet his

approval, Even such a law as he desired,
he said, wonld be a dead letter on
the statote book nunlesa there could be

a special postal agent appointed, who conld
enforee it. “But,” said the wvirtuous Comstuck,
“if 1 recelve this appointment 1 shall entircly
reform the advertisementsa ol every newspaper in
the country.” Alas, for Comstock! He adroitly
managed to have the paragrapn authorlzing the
‘toveted appointment inserted in the Postal Appro-
priation bill, but when it came before the Senate it
was nucercmonionsly rejected, and he was lelt out
in the cold with his indecent stock In trade, When
the government desires a censor of advertisements
or of morals he will donbtless be appointed,

Plctured Glorics of the Inaugurvation

Cercmoniea.

Thousands of persons in distant citics have en-
gnged quariers at hotols and boarding houses for
Inauguration week, and large sums have been pal
for front rooms on Pennsylvania avenue, from
which to see the procession, The arrangements
for the ceremonics are fully matured, and
will be carried out wupen a scale far ex-
ceeding aoy display herctofore  altempted
in the history of the Repubilie. There will be almost
fifty different military and civic organizations in
procession, each preceded by a band of musie, and
it will form & parade only equalled at the
time that Grant and Sherman's armics
wers reviewed here at the closing ol the
war, In the Spring of 1865, The Inauguration Ball,
for which tickets are selllng rapidly, will be the
grandest ever given In this ¢country. The bullding
s the largest ever erected for such purpose, it
being 350 feet in length by 160 feet in width, and its
complete appointments for comfort and conveni-
ence are nnsurpassed. The West Polot and Naval
Cadeis will attend the ball in force, as will
numbers of the ofMcers and members of the other
military organizations. The President, Vice-Pres-
{dent, Cabinet Ministers, Senators, Representa-
tives, forelgn Ministers and distinguighed elvillans
from all parts of the Union will be in atlendance,
On the ith of March the President, the Secretary
of War and the Seeretary of the Navy will review
the Wesat Poiut and naval cadets, A por-
tlon of Penneylvania avenue will be assigned
for their parade and mancuvres., AS DuUmMerous
vulunteer organizations will be In attendance it I8
probable that several of the broad avenues
wiil be occupled by them in their competition
drill. This will afford an opportunity to compare
tlie Wesat Point school with the volunteer system.

Lobbylsts Out of Luck.

This has been a bad year in the Senate for lobhy-
ists, a8 well as for Christinn statesmen. At the
commencement of the session Lhey bad extrava-
gant losses of iives, of lines of mail steamers to
be subsidized, gigantic ship yarda to be built with
bends guaranteed by government, land-grabbing
schemes of - all sorts, with scores of other
schemes; but as the session draws near t0 a close
they see their hopes extingulshed, one after an-
other, until It {8 evident that some of them must
borrow money to pay thelr fares home.

Indignant Dealers in Spirits.

The Internal Revenue OMce still has under con-
slderation the sppeal presented by importers of
liguers against the ruling holding them to be rectl-
flers when they mix wines. The decislon will be
rendered in a day or two. The representatives of
the importers have also had an Interview with the
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject.

Crime at the Capital.

Immoral houses are now in full operation in
Washington, ready for such visitors as may choose
to be victimized. The managers have thus far
been very sucoesaful on a few residents here, and
peveral large robberics have been reported. A
large influx of thieves, burglars, pickpockers, &o.,
are not only expected, but wil be duly provided
for by & corps of detectives, whose services are
considered necessary to the gcod name of Wash-
ington.

The Tax on Banking.

Benator Morrill,” of Vermont, recently made a
report from the Committee of Flnance on the petl-
tions of bankers and merchants for the removal of
all taxes whatever on State and national banking
{nstitations, The committee express the oplaiom
that no legislation Is at presens required on the
subject, and ask to be discharged from the further
consideration of the peuitious They say, lo con-
cluding thelr reporti—

It 18 argued that the removal of national taxes
from banks would cheapen or lower the rate of in-
terest by those who obtain loans from hanks,
bat it 1% somewhnt doubtiul whether or not such a
removal would make uny appreciablie umnm ::

the advanisge of the cuswomers of LADKS.
nre by no m‘.“un sole ereditors of Lthe commu-

nity, nor = aole Rﬂ & of nnr“?i
A favorable terms &4 cam  be obtained
clsowhere, or their loauavle funds will lie wie.

Ban inet ftutions are intended to be-and are
institutions for the accommodation of the publieg
buat w.;usg:_u do not forget that thelr stock-
holders preler ge rather than small dlvldeml&
and they seek the highest legal rates
interest compativle with the fuli employment of
thelr capital. They will demand about the usual
murket rates, ‘The value of money In banks
is mnot exempt I(rom the umversal law
of supply and demand. Exemption frosa taxa-
tion would not increase the amount or diminish
the demand, The rate of interest on capital avall-
able for use a8 moncy cannot be redoged except by
competition, or except by lucreaging the amount
to be loaned, or by diminishking’ the amount re-
quired by borrowers, Those wiho have money Lo
lend, incinding the banks, will get the carrent
rated for it. Thongh it cost the lender muech or
little, the price for 1ts use will be regulited, not
by the forbearance of the government, but by
the demand. It Ia believed by the commitiee,
therelore, that the abandonment of national taxes
upon national banks would not be so much a lavor
1o thelr borrowers a# to their stockhelders, and
the latter do not appear to be very greutly or-
pressed or restralned Mrow recelving reasonable
vidends,

It I8 not even pretended that banks and bankers
are not receiving amy.le’'profits from thelr business;
and if it bad been, the retnrns by the Comptroller
of the Currency, showing dividends averaging a
i consiot i caing suian, ould hivé

i LT¢as! 8 us, wo ve
refuted the pretence, R,

It I8 very ciear, while national bauks can loan al )
thelr capital, two-thirds of the r deposits, and all of
thewr circulation, except their reserve, that the
bosiness of banking need not be unremunerative.

The taxea sought to be repealed on the capital,
deposita nnd cireulation of Btate banks and bank-
era yielded for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1572

4,026,229 14; the estimuted decrease on acconnt o
deductions. made by the act of June 6,

ey O i Mgt
] abon 3, to
which must be added a similar tax of

atout six miltlons of dollars paid bv the national
banks directly to the ‘Treasnry. It will be seen
‘therefere, thit the total amount which it 18 asknd
to have surrendered $0,800,000, or nearly

\

“  THE EOOE SEASON,

“ ‘There Is almost nothing doing in the beok pube
lishing business at this time, and there js little
promise of any new books of importance before thet
Autumn.

Mr, Beward’s long-promised narrative, which lm
soon to be Issued by D, Appleton & Co., 8 the worlg
ol exeeptional {nterest among the few forthcomingy
volumes. [t will be pubiished Ly subscription, and
80 rigldly 18 the plan to be adlered to that it wil§
even be denied to the press !'orrer!e'lr.

The same prineiple I8 not applied te the trash uq
third or tourth rate novelists. This is always opom
to puffery. We have been falrly deluged with Ig

during the Winter, and there {8 no prospect tha
we shall escape till & new writer of exceptiona
flclion appeara to st the fasuion in this generation
as Dickens did In the last, '
Modern fiction {8 threadbare, and unless the
miliar novelisté of the peviod ceuse writing '3
ghall be compelled to classify them nnder the
of Mr. Yates' latest novel, *'A Bad Lot."”
Il Mr. Charles Reade wants people to forget tha
he {8 the author ef *fard CUash' he has only Lo ad.
to the list of is works books like “The Wandering
Helr,"? b
If Professor De Mille desiresto blur his reputa«
tion as the author of “The Dodge Club® he hasonly
to remind people that he also wrote **“The Lady o
the Ice’" amd “The Americau Baron.'
His latest nevel, “An Open Question," prove
that hig case is closed, He writes too much and he
no longer writes weil, :
The tall end of the book season shows othersign
of feebleness besides the” publication of poor noveld
with well-known naumes on the title page,

L
$10,000, ‘This may mnot .‘., gar a large snm to
the bauks and bankers, bat i much larger than
%?2,‘.1;:",“ well spared for any purposc from the
ry.

These petitions also refer to the question of re-
funding taxes ou dividends, intercst and profita
earned on or ndded to the surplus of corporations
during the last five montha ef Hm;ear 1870, but the
comiiittee refvain from expresging any opluion
further than tosny If all the sehemces for refunding
taxed levied during the hard necessities of the re-
cent war were to be (uvorably considered fresh war
taxes wounld at once have to be again resorted to
or she I'ressary would become bankrupt,

THE HERALD EDITORIALS,

[From the Bhreveport (La.) Times, Feb. 16,]

The New YORk HERALD never has made short
editorinls a specialty. It has alwaye made It a
point to fully and clearly discuss every question of
the day and to say all that was to be said on the
subject whether It took n quarter o” & column or
two columns, but In the lewest possible words,
And this Is the real chagacter of true journalism,
Those papers that cstimate the value of editoriala
by their shortness generally have a higher appre-
ciation of brevity than they have of information
and idea, The NEw York HEmALD {8 the greatest
and moat successful newspaper in~the world, and
it publishes more lengthy and exhaustive editoriala
than any journal we know of. =

THE HERALD IN MAINE.

[From the Machius (Me.) Union, Feb, 18.]

The NEw York HERALD leads all others n this
country. From ita colnmns we gather news from
every portion of the globe, whether habitable or
uninhabitable. From the jungles of far-oif Alrica,
from the snow-covered plains of Lunssia, from the
Impenetrable swampa ol Bonth America, from the
lee-locked harbore of Greenland, as well as from the
more civitized portions of this mundane sphere, its
vast army of correspondents, with their busy
vraing, never tire of sending us the lateat detaily,
It 1s aperfect book, from the pages of which we
¢an glean everything worthy of nete now golng on
In this bustling world, Politics, Nterature,
sclence—averything finds a place In its col-
umng, Ite expedition under Mr. Stanley, sent
out several months since into the wilds of Africa
in search of the great traveller and explorer, Dr.
Livingstone, has been heard from and the curiosity
and sympathy of the world a8 to the noble plhillan-
thropist's fate gratified. As the great Pacifte Rail-
roma i8 the climax of sl ralironds and modes of
trunsportation, as the great Atlantic submarine
telegraph line is the climax of all welegraph lines
and systems for the trangmission of intellipence,
#0 8 tho Nuw Youx HeRALD the olimax of all news-
?nper enterprises and methods for obtatuing all

he news In the world., It is a complete aud reli-
able daily history of the world.

THE HERALD COMMISSIONER TO CUBA.

[Prom the Janesville (Wis.) Gazette, Feb. 17.)

Bome months ago the NEw Yorg HEmALD scnt a
correspondent to Cuba to report for that jomrnal
the condition of the rebel cause, the action of the
Gpanigh authorities in dealing with the rebellion,
the progress of events In connectlon therewith
and such other matters touching the social or
pulitical condition of the Island as might have
& relatlon to the all-abeorbing topic of the
rebelll It has q to be the policy of the |
Governor General of Cuba to prevent the world
from obtaining an accurate knowledge of what
has transpired on the lsland during the past four
years, and particularly to-keep from the pressin
this country tfie details of the barbaritics wiich
the Bpanish troops practise upon the people under
e Jicense of war, Thelr conduct has been simply
atrocious, The HemaAvp was determined to know
all Ltiie facts; so its correspondent penetrated to
the headquarters of the rebels and furnizhed in-
teresting and valuable information and unmasked
the atrocities of the government. The authoritles
dared not expel him from the island, but lately
notifled him that if he passed to and ro across

the lince he might be arrested and shot, and de-
clned to be charged with any responsibility
on aceount of nis eafety. The goveruinent was
also guilty of the pacrile act ol ordering Its troops
into camp when the correspondent joined them
for the purpose of reporting the result of the ex-
peditiou on which Lhwey were scot, and the vom-
}niltnder declined to move until the reporter had
eit,
press onght not to exist: and, althongh we do not
want (}uﬁa at present, we snall rejolee in the sne-
cess of the patriotic Cubans and hope our people
and government will do ull in thelr power to assist
them. The HErALD well says:—*In these modern
times republicanism Is the refuge of the nations,"
From the vilanous despotism of Spanish role in
the Antilles the people of Cuba are fleeing and
they are making herole eacrifices to ecast |
off the intolerable yoke, and instead of a despot- |
{sm-supportine tropical siave labor institate an en-
tirely mew social and political structure, The
ress everywhere will support the HERALD in
Eurung defiance al the cowardly knaves who have
threatened the life of 18 coerrespondent; alson
demaading of our government a firmer and more
conslstent policy by @ speedy recognition of the
right of the Cabans who for four years past have
succeseflly resisted the Bpanish rule In that
island to be re ed and treated as belligereénts,
Our government dnd our people cannot anord to
have the life of one of our eftizens threatened in
Cuha.  Aside from the interest which our people
feel in the struggle that 18 golng on there, from
the hamanitarian polot of observatien, we have
important commercial interests which will be se-
riously afected il any one of our eitizens who

may be4n charge of its affairs there I8 liable to be
not{ﬂad that the government has no rd for his
life. In other words, Il that er widch we call

government can publiely avise the worst elementa
of gocliety that murder will be winked at, the obil-

ation of obedlence to and respect for such author-

ty :eases and sooner or later we sha!l be compelled
to Interfere either for the protection of our own
citizsens or to redress their wrongs. It is better
that the patriots shonld receive onr moral support,
and by that means they will bring the rule of in
In Cuba to a speedy end.

NAVAL INTELLIGERCE

The Unlted SBtatea ateamera Kanzas and Canan-
daigua were at Apinwall on the 13th mstaut.

HAVANA MARKETH
Havawa, Peb. 12, 1573
Bugar—The market opened dull, but closed active and
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The relésue of works which hadan ephemeraff
snceess when they first appeared Is one of the feéa«
tures of the dull season, Eventsof no great lig-q'
nifeance are 8elzed upon to give old booka o teme«
porary sale.

The death of Napoleon IIL {8 one of these, an
““The Napoleon Dynasty" of O, Edwards Lester |
already republished by Sheldon & Co. It is a boo
full of personal details, aud in this it is Interesting
but among other things it perpetustes the ol
#lander that Napoleon owed the command of th
army In Italy to Josephine's tnterest with Barras

Timeliness seems to be a great virtue with pu
lishers, and even the Protestant Episcopal Societ
for the Promotion of Evangelical Enowledpe doe
not forget to send us at this particular moment
volume of “Lenten Thonghts on the Collects, Epls«
tied and Gospels, " L

Tuere are, of course, & few books coming fremd
the press which are not timed o nicely a8 to méey
the demand which a passing {nterest may creat

One of these I8 'Tnomas Sally's “Hints to Portral
Painters,” published by J. M, Stoddart & Co, Thes
‘““‘Hinta" of the distinguished artist were vrepare
more than twenty years ago, but they were oo
published during Dis litetime. Anything that Mr,
Bnlly wrote upon art eannot fall to be of Interes
to artists, and this Ittle volame will be gonerally
welcome,

Another work of an Interest which i eas nn(
depend upon seasong or eventa I8 a new I'.t'ﬂl'lﬁlll.j
tion of “The Elecira” of Sophocles by J. ¢
Brinekle, which is published by Joln Cumpbell .t(
Son, of Phiiadelphia, The design of thils transl
tion Is of course to reach eloser approximation t
the form of the original, but it often degonerated
Into the baldest prose, as will be seen (roma the fol=
lowing lines :— :

Whaerefore, sinee wo such oranle ave heard,

Do these, wheto'er an opportuuity (nviies,

The paluce entur. §
Orestes might as well have told the tator to get Ind
‘by hook or by crook,’’ as whenever “‘opportunity'
Invites. But the fithiuloess of Mr. Brinckle'd
work recompenses faults lke this and some of thet
passages are remarkable for eleprncas, conclsenesd
and vigor. The celebrated passage describing
charlot race in the Pythlan games |8 a case lr?
point, even the free version of Lord Lytton no
being more epirited,

Speaking of Lord Lytton reminds ns that sineq
the appearance of “The Coming Race” there had
not been a genuine llleravy sensation. Mry
Darwin's book on the “Expression of tha
Emotions in Man and Aulmals" waas expected ©
set every tongne wagging, but the resalt prow}
that the Darwinian theory has lost its novelty, Itg
application to nation-making in Mr. Walter Bage)
hot's “Physica aud Politlcs” was, however, &
pleasing diverslon,

I the new “International Scientiflc Series pro«
jected by the Appletons is to be componed of works
a8 fresh a8 tlua littie volume of Mr. Bagehot's, we
may expect new pleasures for seml-sclentists, Na
additions have been made to the series for somdy
time, and not even the publigliers know which (:}
the volumes will next appear, Scme of them ar
expected very goon, and three or fonr of themBrg
likely to be publishedIn rapid succession,

Peopie are beginning te be anxions for an Amerfj
can book which eversbody must read. Such o
beok has not appeared since “Uncle Tom's Cabin.'t
The Boston and Usmbridge school of writers had of
season of temporary success, but now they write
only to repeat themscives. This Winter Dr. Mayo's
novel, “Never Again,” was a sabject of considerd
able gossip In New York society, but It was tog
weak in plot and too turgld to make nny deep imy
preasion, The *Southern novel" was the most irc1
gquent contribution to our literature thls seascn
but none of them made the lmpression of Mis
Evang' stilted “St. Fimo' some years nzo.

Southern ladles seem to take natorally and
easily to novel writing, 'The latest work of thid
class is Mrs. Westmerelagd's “Clilford Troup.” Ad
uNever Again” I8 m New York story, so “Clfford

A government that in thig age I8 afraid of the |

Troup” 18 & Georgia story, The Lilea of the “une
happlncss” I8 the same In both—the hnsinesg
necessities of a supposcd millennunire and the ded
gire of the fatlier to marry big child in order 1d
pay his debts and escape imprisonment and rej
proach. In the one Mr. Ledgeva! wanted to giva
his daughter to & count to whom Le owed moneyd
In the ether Clifford Troup, Sr., desired his son ta
marry the helress of “Moasy Creek' to help him ta
pay the morigages on Lis estale, Love, of coursey
was to be sacrificed. L. Mayo could not defen

| the young lovers, and 8o he nnravelled his plot and

saved them by the Introduction of Mme. Steignitag
who gave old Ledgeval the money he required, and
young Lansdale the wile Le loved. Mra. Westmored
land sacrificed the lovers and left the “Manoi'%
for which they were sacrificed to be lost after allg
Her story is a singular story of sclffshness and dis«
appolntment, and while It 18 not what can be called
a great novel it will fiud readers becouse it deserves
them.

Bouthe:n poetry also seems to be taking a placd
once more inour literature, theugh the South hug
produced no new poets since the war, Of the an'e«
war pocts Henry Timrod—now desd—was one of
the most promising. His verses Lave been cold
lected into a neat little volume and published by
E.J. Hale & Scn. 1f be had lived be might have
produced much excelient poetry, for there is great
promise in many of the lines in this book. Somd
of the poems show much vigor; but we can only
{ndicate the quality of Mr. Timrod's verse vy &
stanza frem a pretty little werenade (—

s i sk, from the stars
i ?..’{':!’é'e{. r?:'gs’l‘.h hehiod your veil;

it to the iniry cars
B hmich the. dbearms of midnight sult
And let the zephyrs riss and nil
Apout her in the curtained gloom,
"rml @ room.

n return (o tell
sllken secrets of 4
Thero ia.n tlis a confusion of figures, but th
lines are pleasing notwithstanding, ‘The boo
contalns too much Southern war poetry to suit th
taste of many readers, but thia will be (orgiven lo
the many sweet and tender things which are In |
The poems were edited by Paul H. Hayne, who hag
also added to the work aaketch ol the deceased
poct.

FIRE AT MATAWAN, W 1.

Marawax, N. J., Feb, 23, 1870

Some property owned and occupied here by

Patrick Kelly was entirely consumed by fire thig

morning. The building and furniture are a total

loss. It is supposed to have originated from a de¢
fective fine,

A FIRE IN DORCHESTER, MAS3
Bosrow, Peb, 23, 1878,
An unoceupled wooden dwelling In Liorcheater,
known as the John H. Mears Mansion, and owned
by B. W. Carpenter, was burped last night. Los§

§0,000,




