
OUR DIMEROUS SEVERS.
What the Engineer of Sewer

Construction Says.

Whole Sections on line of Water Courses
Have Settled, Carrying Down

Houses and Other Buildings.
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One Hundred Miles ef Old Sewers Little
Better Than Stagnant Cesspools.

BAD CASES LAST TEAK REMEDIED.

A Hew System of Collective Sewers, Two and a

Half Miles on the North Biver and Three
and a Quarter Miles on the East Biver,
to Bender All the City Below Canal
Street Fnre and Free fromInundations.Descriptionof This Sewer.

Underground Drainage in
t}ie Uptown Districts.

Having already devoted considerable 6pace in
the Herald to an exposure of the dangerous conditionof the Bewers of the city in a sanitary point
el view, it .may not be out of place to again refer
to the subject. Previous articles covered the investigationsof Dr. Stiles and Kngincer Ingram, of
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Herald, and their publication produced a profound
sensation among property owners and the officials
ol the city. Still the subject Is not exhausted, and
the object of the present article is to exhibit
the work performed by the Chief Engineer
of the sewer Department with a view to the correctionof abuses caused by the imperfect constructionof old sewers. The Health authorities bear
testimony to the fact that the present Department
of Public Works is energetically at work reforming
the sewer system. With a view of getting an idea of
the extcut oi the labor of the Public Works Departmentupon the sewers a reporter of the Herald
called upon Engineer Stevenson Towle, who lias
cnargc oi sewers, and in a conversation with him
that gentleman gave the following statement of
the work performed by his department:.

lender the Department of Public works the surveysof the old system of sewers, commenced with
the view of remedying their defects, have progressedsteadily and satistactorily during the past
year. A large number ol the old sewers built before1840 were

WITHOUT MANHOLES
or anv other way of entering them from the surface,and in many instances no maps or records
could be found to give auy idea of tneir construction.The streets had, therefore, to be excavated
and the sewers broken into before an examination
eould be made to ascertain their location, conditionand requirements, in this way the causes of
many cases of obstruction have been found aud removed.Pinler the old mode of construction the
sewerage was extended without regard to any systemor regularity as to sizes. .Sewers were built
tiiniiAn.Aal uu nnoaodltv PAnnira/4 nl oil ahutma nnsl
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Bizes, and careful study is required belore a comprehensiveplau or relief can be made. Over
ONR HUNDKEl) MILKS OE OLD SEWERS

have been surveyed, and a very large proportion
found to be little better than elongated cesspools
filled with soiled deposit, otieutiines of the most
offensive kind and the accumulation of years. Insteadof being conduits tor the discharge of the
refuse of dwellings, these sowers were in reality
but receptacles for It, and rather* than being uids
to health, were fruitful sources of sickness and
disease. From a careful examination of the old
Bewers, I am convinced that their evil condition
ariBes mainly from their want of grade, bad workmanshipand size.

THE 8I7.KS t)F THESE OLD SEWERS
are often out of Till proportion to the service requiredof them, being 01 sevcrul times greater capacitythan can be kept irce from deposit with the
faulted amount 01 sewerage Rowing through them,
home are live leet in diameter, receiving drainage
that in amount Is scarcely sufficient to keep a

of as many inches iree from deposit. This
limited Uow, spread over the broad bottom of a
large sewer, loses much of the nower necessary to
carry off the heavier matter, which Is deposited
over the bottom until the sewer is filled. The same
amount 01 sewerage flowing In a sewer of the
proper size and shape to secure the greatest depth
ol llow would carry off all the solul matter belore
it had time to deposit or emit, foul gases. In the
construction of these sewers there seems to have
been a total disregard of the llxed law of hydraulics,that tlie velocity of flow 01 a tluid Is in proportionto the hydraulic mean depth. From this
the result is that in the old sewers
TUB FLOW 13 LITTLE MOKE T11AK STAGNATION.
me outlets naving ueeu ouuvun iiuue ground,

without the proper precautious "having beeu taken
to secure a 11 rtn tounilation, Ihe sewers lor some
distance back from their mouths have sunk below
low water to such an extent as to cut off all
chance of anv portion of the sewerage being
floated ff, or the foal gases escaping; so that at
each Yiae of the tide anu with every drop of water
entering the sewer an equal amount of

POVL air is Disnuckfo
and forced hack through the house connections
into dwellings with such force as to pass any trap
that has yet been invented lor its exclusion. Furthermore,from the depth below tide ol these sunken
sewers, the weight of water at high tine resists the
discharge of storm falls, so that at the commencemento! a heavy shower, should the tide be at the
flood, the rapid influx of rain water produces action
similar to that or an hydraulic ram, with such force
that the weak and rotteu structures are unable to
resist when the strain is brought upon them,
tieveral have been known to burst lrom this cause.

improper workmanship.
Another great reason, said Mr. Towlc, of so many

failures among the old sewers was the practice of
building them with dry or porous bottom, which,
by allowing the -liquid part ol the sewage to leak
out, left the solid matter without fluid to float It off,
besides saturating the grouud to au extent highly
detrimental to health. The ground adjacent to the
sewer thus saturated frequently yielded to the
pressure above, and the sewer became displaced
and broken. Sewers even when of proper size aud
form, if uot constructed with great care and of the
best materials, are soon acted upon by the powerfulacids or sewerage, aud their destruction becomesonly a question of time, hasteued by the imperfectmanner in which plumbers connect drains
with tliem. Many instances are found where
connecting drains from houses extend entirely
across and block up the sewer In such a wav us to
very soon completely obstruct It by accumulating
solid particles at these points. Occasioaally sewershave been built by the owners of property or
ther private narties, whleh. although In use and

represcntiug so much sewerage, are so wretchedly
made, of the most objectionable shapes and, from
mistaken economy, ol cheap material of poor qualitythat they (to not deserve the name of drains.
The aggregate ol these is large, but work of this
sina in do longer uuowcu iu me puuuc siieii.»

without t«e supervision of the proper authorities.
In certain portions of tho city the ground havingbeen made on the sites of old ponds, marshes

and water courses, whole regions have settled,
carrying down the houses upon them, the streets,
With their pavements and the sewers. Some such
places are centre street, over the old Collect
Pond; Canal street, West Twenty-third atreet and
o'liers. and the district lying between Greene, SnlIivan,Canal and llroomc streets. In the last
named section the streets have been repeatedlyregraded and repaired and the sowers rebuilt as
the new roadways were termed. The present
sewer in Grand street lies upon what, was once the
surface ol the street, ana In excavating several
pavements are mot with at different depths, as is
also the ease In other parts of the city. Often
Sewers were made to discharge luto others of less
capacity and to follow extremely tortuous routes
t« their outlets. Among ma ny

BAII CASKS RKMEPTEP
Within the last few years are given the following:.
The sewer in OaK street, between James and Oliverstreets, was built at a grade so low that it was

fee from tide water but two hours out or the
twenty-four, cutting off tlic iree discharge of tho
lOusc drainage.
An egg-shaped sewer, Duilt at higher grade, has

teen substituted.
The Centra street sewer, between canal and

Iroome streets, affords a case 01 gross neglect or

dishonesty, the sewer Itaving been built lower at
tae centre of the block than at Its point of discharge.
The sewer, in consequence, was filled with solid

matter, which could ouly be removed at gTcat expenseby hand labor. A sewer on a uniform grade
was built to replace the old one.

I he terminations ol Fifth avenue at Harlem
Kiver, For't.v-sixth, Forty-ehrhth and Fifty-first
streets at Hudson Kiver, and llsth street at liarJemKiver; also West Twelfth street, between West
street and Hudson Kiver, and Thirty-lourth street,
between Eleventh avenue and Hudson Kiver, are
cases wnere the sewers were built on made ground
Without proper foundation, and ibeir mouths obstructedby the extension of the streets beyond

g. tliern.
Ail were much out of grade, and the last two had

NEW YOJ
rank bo much that the tops of the manholes had
gone down to high water line and the body of the
sewers soine ten feet below, fn all of these cases
the sewers have been rebnUt and extended on securefoundations.
The sewer In Delancey street, between Cannon

street and the East fUver, had for many years
given trouble along its line and throughout the
district containing contributing sewers. The diftlcultywas occasioned by unevenness in the grades
collecting deposit and reductsg the effective capa
city of the sewer. It has been rebuilt oil a heavy
pile and timber foundation.
The Fulton street sewer, between West street

and Hudson River, also obstructed at its mouth,
sunken and filled with mud, has been rebuilt and
extended.
Alteration and extension of sewers in Eighth

avenue, Thirty-ninth street, Ninth avenue. Fortiethstreet and l'entb avenue.
The sewer'in Thirty-ninth street, between Eighth

and Ninth avenues, receives the drainage from
some 130 acres of surface, in addition to the overflowaad discharge from the distributing reservoir
in Fifth avenue.* ....

The own^rrthd occupants of houses on Eighth
avenue lreqnently complained of overflow irom
the sewer, during heavy storms, flooding the cellarst» the injury of their health and property.
On a survey and examination or the whole

sewerage district the overflowing of the Eighth
avenue sewer was ascertained to be owiug to the
lucapueitv of the main seweriuThirty-ninth street,
betweeu Eighth and Ninth avenues, and In Tenth
avenue, between Fortieth and Forty-second
streets, to carry off the water contributed by the
branch sewers of the large area drained.
To remedy these delects, and to sav# rebuilding

the entire mains sewer irom the Forty-sec»nd
street outlet to Thirty-filth street and Eighth
avenue, a new sewer of the proper capacity for
draining the entire area included In the district
was constructed irom the outlet sewer In Fortysecondstreet, through Tenth avenue to Fortieth
street, intercepting the Fortieth and Forty-first
streets sewers, and leaving the original sewer in
Tenth avenue to do the work for which it was first
intended.
Next, the sewer in Fortieth street was extended

across Eighth avenue, taking in the Kighth avenue
running north and the Fortieth street sewer east
ol Eighth avenue. Some lor.ty-ssven acres sr
drainage was by this alteration diverted irom the
main sewer at Thirty-ninth street and was carried
direct to the new sewer in Tenth avenue, and
thence to the main outlet in Forty-second street.
No compluiuts have since been made, although
very heavy rains have tested the Bafiluiuncy of
those alterations.
The sewer in West Nineteenth street, between

Sixth and Seventh avenues, which had been built
in separate sections, on differing grades and irregulardepths, leaving a long piece of the sewer
lower than its outlet at Sixth avenue, has been
rectified by connecting the depressed end with the
deeper sewer west of Seventh avenue.

DKAINAflB OK WASHINGTON MAKKET.
For a long time it had been noticed that Washingtonmarket was exceedingly damp, and very

disugreeable odors arose from the floor, altuough a
drain was said to exist beneath It. An examinationshowed that the drain was useless, being
broken in some nlaces and stouned no in others.
and tlie whole of the ground upon which the market
stands was saturated with the waste (rom the
flsli stands and others using ice boxes, forming, with
refuse which had accumulated, a putrid mass of mud,
lull of all the results of decay and decompositidn.
The matter was taken in hand immediately, and
the whole market has been recently sewered.the
work having been rapidly prosecuted, mainly at
night. The condition of the market now gives
great satisfaction, aud the difference in the state
of the atmosphere has been noticed by numerous
frequenters, who are not aware of the improvement,of the drainage.
outlet sewer in Seventeenth street, at Hudson

Klver, and in' Eleventh avenue to Twenty-third
street, with branches. This work, now nearly
completed, is designed to give a direct outlet of
proper size to the large district lyiug between
Fourteenth and Fortieth streets and Filth avenue
and the Hndson Klver. The contract for this workalsoincludes the alteration and rebuilding of the
defective sewers in the adjoining streets.

i>y intercepting and collecting the discharge of
numerous sewers having independent outlets
along the river front the foul state ol the water
around the lower portion of the city will be confinedto the present limits.
A similar work has been completed for the districtextending from Twenty-sixth to Fortieth

street and from Fifth avenue 10 the East River.
This, together with the overflow lately built in

the large sewers in that neighborhood, have removedthe causes of Hooded cellars, lormerly complainedof in that district.
The outlet is located in Thirty-third street at

the East River, with a collective sewer in First
avenue, insuring the same advantage of clean
water in the slips as on the other side ol the city,
aud plans are prepared for extending this work in
the whole city.
A large portion or the large sewer, six by eight

feet, in Thirty-lourik street, between First and
Second avenues, which had caved in from had
form and workmanship, was rebuilt; and, similarly,the sewer In Heventy-lourth street, between
Fifth avenue and the East River.
During the past year have also been rebuilt the

sewers in Second avenue, between Seventv-eiffhth
and Seventy-ninth streets: Fifty-sixth street, betweenFilth and Sixth aveuues and between Tenth
and Eleventh avenues; Forty-sixth street,-between
First avenue and the East River, and others of less
extent, owing partly to defective materials and
workmanship, and partly to the fact oi having
been laid before the streets were graded.
The original surface of the ground lieing at a

greater depth below the establisUea grvle than it
was possible to put the sewers, the weight of the
filling when thrown in to grade the street had the
etfect of crushing or otherwise injuring them.
While the first cost of laying is less before the street
is filled In the ultimate cost will be much greater;
and, lor the reasons Just stated, the sewers must
eventually be taken up and relaids
A large number ol imperfectly constructed receivingbasins and culverts have been repaired^

and rebuilt. In 1872 seventy mine basins have had
the new head, rorined of a afugle piece of granite,
substituted for the old ncyle ol' head, in several
pieces. Almost all of the old square man-hole
heads, built of several pieces of stone, covered
with iron plates, which were always liable to displacement,and continually falling iuto the sewer,have been replaced by solid iron heads aud covers.
Plans have been made for the alterations now
most needed, which are principally in the business
streets and crowded Miorougniurcs, and the work
should be done systematically and not by piecemeal.The cost of the improvements will be
directly assessable upon the property benefited.
Under the present contract law the award would

have to be tnade to the lowest bidder lor the
work, who ailght be wholly unfit for the undertaking,and there would be a repetition of the great
lDcouve«lence and vexatious delays which the
public bas experienced for the last three years by
the alterations in progress lo the old sewers betweenFourteenth and Twenty-third streets, Tenth
avenue and North River.
In all repairs and alterations to sewers It is

found almost impossible to estimate the extent or
cost of such without incurring a preliminary expensenearly equal to the final cost of the improvement,and no responsible contractor cares to bid
on such work without first knowing exactly what

should be changed, so as to allow the work to be
done by day's work or by contract only to responsibleparties.

THE COST OF CUAKINO SEWERS.
The jwunl price of cleanuig sewers by hand is

about $5 60 per load, and while under a good sewer
system solid deposits should be carried oit with the
flow, the city has been yearly paying from $27,000 to
$46,000 per year to remove them. It is notorious
that, persons who, under the old Tammany rtQime
had the contracts for cleaning these sewers, flod]lug it profitable to remove the deposits at $2 60 per
load, were in the habit of patting obstructions in
the sewers wltn a view of creating solid deposits.
The present Commissioner of Public Works has,
however, put a stop to ail this, and last year reducedthe cost oi cleaning the sewers to $14,412
against $44,600 for the year 1871. The following
table furnished by Knginecr Towle shows the com:partitive cost of cleaning brick and pipe sewers
trom 1807 to 1871 Inclusive. The water supplyhaving increased last year, the department has resortedto the flushing process, and two or three
nights per week the water from the hydrants have
been let into the sewers, reducing the expense ol
oteaning for the year to $14,000:.
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Mr. Towle also furnlHhea the following table
Bhowing the extent of sewerage in the city at tn
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collecting sewers. ttv
The department have recently had careful but- by

veys made of the sewers on the river fronts, and It en
has been discovered that vast benefits would ro- de
suit from the construction of large collecting sew- fei
em IIH.UK ure IIIH iiuiivo » « uuvw.j iv »»« wv

tccnth street. These arc intended to intercept tne th
present crosstown sewers, that are badly clogged cu

jMrnim
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A.Brick arch of sewer. [
B.Brickwork arch of sewer. I
C.Concrete. f

WEATHER REPORT.

War Department, ) v
Office of the Chief signal Officer,}

Washington, D. 0., Feb. 3.1 a. m. )
Syiiof)8l8 Jitr the Ifist Twenty-jXrur Hours.

The barometer has fallen north an<f west of the <rc
Ohio Valley, with rising temperature, winds back-
in? to ircsn and hrisn soutnwesteriy auu puuiu- pT
easterly, and increasing cloudiness, clear weather t)l
generally continues over New England, with light jji
to fresh southwesterly and southeasterly winds; B]
and over the South Atlantic and Gulf States, east ra
of the Mississippi, with light easterly winds and cc
cloudy weather, and light easterly to southerly Bc
winds are now prevailing over Tennessee and 1Jt
Kentucky. tl(

Probabilities. N(
From the Ohio Valley to the Upper Lakes, North- cJ'

west and Missouri, falling barometer, rising oJ
temperature, fresh and brisk southeasterly and
southwesterly winds, cloudy weather ^tnd snow,
excepting rain lor probably the southern portions ^
of Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. From
Kentucky southward to the Gulf, falling barom- h
eter, rising temperature, light and fresh

easterly and southerly winds, cloudy weather
and rain areas. For the South Allan- H
tic States, light and fresh easterly and .

southerly winds, and generally cloudy weather, tl
For the Middle States, falling barometer, rising *

temperature, iresh and occasionally brisk south- M
easterly and southerly winds, and generally cloudy w

weather, with probably areas of light snow over *

the Lower Lake region. For New England, f,
winds backing to light and fresh, southerly and p
probably southeasterly, and partly cloudy weather.

o

Midnight telegraphic reports from Western Gulf j,
States and Kansas not yet received. 11

<1
The Weather In This City Yesterday. n

The following record will show the changes in J,
the temperature for the pnst twenty-four hours o

in comparison with the corresponding day of last

fear, as Indicated by the thermometer at liudnut's "

haruiacy, hskald Building:. *

1872. 1873. 1872. 1873. "

3A:M 19 15 3:30 P. M 32 17 »

6 A. M 17 11 « P. M 30 18 J
9 A. M 21 8 9 1*. M 28 14 *

12 M 27 11 12 P, M 23 12 u

Average temperature yesterday 13£
.
^ t

THE ICE IS THE BIVEES.
Yesterday was unquestionably the severest day

nf tl,. D.ni.n In the fbi-rvliAatfl on Hip North and

East rivers. The Jersey City ferryboats made trips
r only every harf hour and at longer Intervals In the

evening, gulte a Held of ice floated down and r
extended from the New York side about one- j
third the distance across the river. The
Hoboken ferryboats danced jig and reel alter- <>

nately on approaching the New York side. This j
was the onlv amusement afforded to the passen- I
gerB, who repeatedly were within jumping distanceof the bridge, bnt had to back out again, '

owing to the heavy masses of Ice piled In the slips. [
The slips at cortlandt, Chambers. Barclay and Des- i
brosses streets were alike in this respect. j
The Fulton and other Eaat River ferry boats were

delayed considerably by the Ice. which was carried
up in large masses by die tide, and It was not with- i
out great difficulty that the slips were entered
during the afternoon. No serums accident hap- i
pened, but a large outlay from the funds of the ferry i

companies charged to the repairing account will <

be necessary during the ensning week. [
THE WEATHER IN CALIFORNIA.

"
Ban Francisco, Feb. 2,1173. '

The rain storm continues In most portions of the i

interior of the tttat*. The weather In this city Is J
cloudy and cold, with occasional showers. The
farmers' prospects never were hotter. 1

I

EARTHQUAKE 8H0CE IN SAN FRANCISCO. 1
San Francisco, Feb. 2, 1873.

A light shock of earthquake was experienced in
this vicinity at half-past three o'clock this afternoon,lasting about five seconds. There was no
damage done, nor was the shock felt by people in
streets.

_____

VICE PRESIDENT COLFAX
He Delivers a Lecture on Temperance,

and in Heartily Cheered.
Baltimore, Md., Feb. 2, 1373.

Vice rresident Colfax delivered an address on

temperance this afternoon in Masonic Temple to
an immense and enthusiastic andlence. Mr. Col-

(, fax. In coming on the platiorin, was greeted with
e hearty cheers. 1

BKUAKY 3, 1873..TRIPLI
ring to an lnsafllclency of outlet accommodation.
in proposed to build these sewers along West
reet on the west aide and Mouth street on the
at side. At the Battery they will be ten by seven
lit, and be reduced in sir.e as they ad,noenorthward. The estimated cost is
>out one hundred and sixty thousand doll'sper mile, and, as the distance on the
>rth River is two and a half miles and on the
ist River three and a quarter miles, tiie expense
tne property owners benefited by it will be a

ure nominal sum individually. The Department
tends to build these sewers by piecemeal as the
w dock system progresses. As the Dock De-
rtwent construct a bulkhead they will cut off
c present drainage and run out to the bulkhead,
d these collecting sewers must be built to take
eir places. Appended is a drawing of one of
ese sewers. It is believed that they will be
ind superior to any ever constructed In this city,
my of the sewers now being put down in various I
rts of the city .are built after this design, of dif

entsixes, to accommodate themselves to the
reet.
iverflows at high water marks will be put in at.
ictor, Vesey and Canal streets, so as to carry off
e flow or the greatest storm. .Engineer Towle
lieves that these sewers, properly and carelnlly
nstructed, will be most effectual in freeing all the
wers below Fourteenth street, and in preventing
e flooding of Washington and Fulton markets
d cellarsTn the lower wards, which takes place
the occasion of nearly every heavy rain. They

11 be valuable also in tho event of means being
vised in the future to utilize the solids that find
posit In the sewers. All that will be necessary
u be the erection at the discharge points of
mense receiving reservoirs, into which will ,

licet the solids flushed out from the sewcrB.
steam power the solids can be removed from '

ese reservoirs and discharged into vessels for
ipmeut to the factory for working it up into fer- j
izers, at an expense of ten cents per load, or a
ring of $2 40 per load upon the present mode of '

!»niug the sewers by hand. t
draining t1ie water cohrses. c

Phe aaniiary authorities have frequently reported
on the uptown water courses as breeders of 1

ror aud ague and other "Ills that flesh Is heir to," 1
t tbey have been unable to do more than recom- t
;nd underground drainage as a remedy. Mr.
wle represents that there Is at present under ^

ty or finished eight miles or this underground
alnage, the principal sections being as follows:. (
l'hat portion bounded by Fifty-sixth and Sixtytthstreets, Fourth and Fifth avennes (com-
eted); that portion bounded by Seventy-third and
ghty-third streets and Fifth avenue and the Kast
ver (completed); that portion bounded by Fiftynthund sixty-eighth streets, Eighth and Ninth
enues (In progress), and that portion bounded
Seventy-third and 114th streets and Eighth aviucto the North River (In progress). These unrgrounddrains are about three feet wide by lour

et high, and are located below the sewerage and
low the grade of house cellars, vd it Is believed
at they will most effectually remove the malaria
uaed by these stagnant watercourses.
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D.Three course plank foundation.
[.Cap timber.'
r.Piles.

THIS ST. ALBANS RAID.

fmu 11 Concocted In Canada, aa Well aa

1 lie Plot to Aaaaaalnate Abraham Linp.nlnf
St. Aj.banh, Vf., Jan. 30, 1873.

> the ElllTOK OF THE IlEIlALI):.
I notice among t lie despatches of the Associated
ens one from Montreal, P. Q., to the effect that
e testimony or certain witnesses, lately taken in
ontreal, in relation to the claima against the
itlsh government on account of "the St. Albans
Id," to use the language of the despatch, "is
impietely at variance with the report that Raid
heme was concocted in Canada, and esthbtheathe entire ignorance of the anthoribhrespecting the designs of the raiders."
jw, I beg to say, as counsel for the
aimants, being personally present at the taking
the testimony, that the person who made the
jove statements, or bis informant, is grossly
norant of the testimony taken, or otherwise he
is wantonly misstated the facts. The ahove quoitionis far from the truth. The testimony on heiifofthe British government was entirely conrmatoryof what many knew before, and the
ritlsh government, by their Colonial Secretary,
on. Edward tardwell, in a letter to Lord Monk,
nder date of April l, ise6, therein admit
iat the raid was concocted in Canada,
nd, to use Mr. Cardwell's words, "that
ley (the raiderR) did accordingly receive from
ir. Clay, In Canada, instructions lor the attack
liieh they afterwards made upon St. Albans, and
ere furnished by him, In Canada, with money tor
iat purpose, and that they did, in fact, proceed
oin Canada to St. Albans on a belligerent exeditionunder these instructions."
In confirmation of Mr. Cardwell's statement one
f the witnesses testified that J. Wilkes Booth and
Dlin U. Surratt were in Montreal, the former a
ttle before and the latter just after PresientLincoln's assassination, in secret comlunlcatlonwith (ieorge N. Sanders and
ther Southern emissaries, leaving no doubt
i the mind or any person that the assassination
f Mr. Lincoln was likewise "concocted" in
anada. I need hardly say that it appeared that
the authorities" were not entirely ignorant "repectingthe designs of the raiders." I know ol
o reason lor such misstatements at this time, un

ssperhaps it may he thought necessary to insure
lie success of certain parties from Canada now at
fashltigton striving to bring about a renewal oi
fee former reciprocity treaty between the two govrnnients,who would now gladly ignore "their

tliirtncr oiir lata wur Ynnra rpsnerffilll V-
- . " E""a. 80VVLE8."

THF, FIRE MARSHAL'S REPORT.
'artledlara and Causes of (lis Last

Month's Fires.

fire Marshal McSpedon makes the tallowing
epsrt on Ores for the month endifig, January 31,
873:.
There were 139 Arc* during the month involving s loss
f $640,375, ol which $48J,*uu was on stork and $N6,679
raa on liuilillng. The amount of uninsured loss was

I36,9UII on stock and $1,690 on butulisgs, making s total ol

^Tiic total amount of Insurance was $2,067,97fl, of which
ll.iWI.97U was on stock and $1,009,600 on huildings. The
lumber nt llres in which loss was less than $I(U was 42;
letween $100 and $1,INM), 21 between $1,001 and $9,000,
4: between $9,60(1 and $IO,UUO, 2 between $10,000 and
120,000, 5; between $20,000and $60,000. 2; ever $90,000, 2.
Comparative statement of llres, los* and insurance for

Firm. /,««». Inturanm.
lanuarv. 1872 137 $35.'>,I44 $1.111100
lauuarv, 187$ 139 940,379 2,097.970
The tnllowtng were the principal causes ol firesCareessnessof occupants und employes. 42; children playngwith fire and matches. 2; defective flues and heating

ipparatus. 7; foul chimneys. 17; gaslight* setting fire to
(oods and curtains, 7; hot coala tailing from grates and
dovea, 4; Incendiary, 3; kcroaenc lamps, explosions and
insetting. 9; overheated stoves, furnaces, flues and stovepipes,19; spontaneous combustion of oily rags. Ac.,3;
lot ascertained, 8; and the remainder originated from a

rariety ol accidental causes.
William II. Kldd, arrested January 6, charged

with an attempt to set lire to premises No.
13 Murray street, was placed under $IO.(lhO
londs by J"$Sc Dnwlliuts Katinan I.ippe, arrested
lauuary 9, on charge of setting tire to the premises occupiedbv him at Nos. 89 and 97 Nassau street, was dischargedtyf Judge Hnrrett; Istdor Klllier, arrested on
:liurgc ot firing premises No. 70f'alhartne si reel, January
13, Uenry Solomon, arrested on charge ill firing premises
103 Third avenue January 26, and Samuel Kuhtn. arrested
in charge of firing premises 34 Kast Broadway January
17, were severally held to answer.

THE H0B0IEK HOMICIDE.
Rumor thnt the Body Was Identified.
The Rumor Untrue and the Victim
Still Unknown.
A rumor wan afloat In Hoboken yesterday afternoonthat the body of the murdered maa had

been Identified by a Mrs. Fttzpatrlck and three
boys att a vender of patent medicines. The report,
however, lacked foundation, inasmuch as the roan
whom the woman snpposed the victim to be was
found by Chief Donavap. The nntortnnate deceased,therefore, still remains unidentified, and
no clue tv the assasBioa has yet been obtained.
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The arrival In this city yesterday morning of wit!
Colonel Aguero, commanding the "expedition" recentlylauded on he coastt of Cuba from the steamer
Edgar Stuart, and of Captain Sommers, who
was In charge of the successful blockade runner,
caused much satisfaction among the many sympathizersef the insurgents in "the Ever Faithfullsle" Jjjjn
n this vicinity, who were advised of the fact, and *

hesc gentlemen received the acknowledgment due
hem for the eminent service which they have renlercdthe cause. A Herald representative called
lpon these officials last evening, from whom he
earued the story of the Edgar Stuart's late voyage, .

ogether with the many incidents attending it*
which are exceedingly interesting.
Colonel Aguero and Captain Sommers seem to he

Sttlug persons to conduct to a successful issue a

blockade-runnlug expedition of this nature. Firm
In their faith of the insurgents' ultimately achievingtheir independence, their work in the re-

n

spectlvc channels through which it has been Ce.?H
directed has been with a will and determination T1
Beldom equalled, if ever surpassed. Colonel He
Aguero, of the Cnban army and the special agent linp<
of the insurgents In this country, Is a line sped- jj1**
men of the old Castftlan type, and his whole bear- imp
lug and demeanor indicates that a litting selection of t
Das been made in appointing him to the delicate '

and difficult work Intended to be accomplished duti
by President Cespedes. Fully six feet and bod;
one or two inches In height, he has the movemenu-of a leader and would not stop at any ob- in tl
stacle to insure success. Captain Sommcrs, com- ren(!

mauding the Stuart, is a Dane by birth and about
thirty-six years of age. His record Is a good one Chin
is a naval officer in the United States service, '

tiavmg served in our navy from the breaking out Hl}^j
>f the late rebellion in 1S61 until 1808, "where," as shot
»e says, "he was engaged in catching blockade T^e
runners, but now he is doing a little business of that
kind himself." His face, actions and conversation Chit
denote the intelligent officer, and his various Cuban Jr'n
commands of this nature Include the steamers al°1"
Annie, George 11. Upton, Webster, Hornet and the peril
Stuart. dhin

no violation of neutrality laws. utdr
Captain Sommcrs, in beginning the narration of sitei

the late little successiul trip to the coast of Cuba, ('Uii
are

tvows that they did not desire to commit any vio- niar
ation of our neutrality laws, claiming that the Ai
stores" they landed, even if some of such were
munitions oi war, without men, is not a violation rule
jf any law but a municipal law Of Spain. ably

leaving new york.
On the lltli of December last the party, consist- aud

ing of Captain Sommers, Mates Charles Olsen and for

Anson Kisley, two engineers and twelve men, six- t0 {J
teen in all, left this city in the Bteamer Henry the
L'hauncey for Aspinwall. Accompanying them Mini
were Colonel Aguero, his son and four Cubans,
the former having in charge the stores lore
And merchandise designed to be carried to
the insurgents. Without Incident the Chauncey co~'
arrived at Aspinwall on the 19th or that month, Prli
whqn the "Roods" were transferred to the Stuart, no <

where she hud been awaiting the arrival of this "y
party. It was the intention ol the leaders that, all e
circumstances being favorable, they should start Ten

upon their mission on the 20th, I11 order to reach
the shores of Cuba upon Christmas Day, that occa- sun

sion being one when merry-inaking monopolizes the Not
attention of all, and the look-outs on the coast inHi

might not be so watchful as ut other times. The Tl
machinery of the Stuart not being fully in order Josl

prevented this, and the time was passed Jj!*
until the morning of the 25th before all
was in readiness. Before departure there were
shipped several additional men, materially aug- >r>

infilling the crew. And here It Is proper to state
that al. the men under Captain Summers were t,ic
fully advised of the character of the voyage upou the
which they had embarked, aud In every bosom was Tt
lound a willing heart. Sini]

OFF FOB CUBA. iVwIf
At six o'clock A. M., Christinas Day, the Edgar

Stuart, with brave men on deck, and capable otll- auir
cers and competent leaders at their side, and with |110(|
the sinews ol war In the hold, lelt Asplnwall for eol0
Point Bono and Porto Aguero. The weather was nlac
fine, but the passage was purposely a long one, Ler
that the vessel might not reach her destination ^0 ,

uutil the 1st of January, as at thut time the nights
were dark and Spanish cruisers could more easily
be avoided. 1 lie pusnugc ui.1u ciiuuiuu 1111; i.u|iuim .....

to put the Stuart In blockade running trim, which
was lully done. The Hieamer went within a cable
length of the shore, when Colonel Aguero, who
had lully prepared for the event, sent messengers A
to the land with despatches to communicate the *q u
pleasing Intelligence that the expected aid had
arrived. Then the Stuart, not to be "caught ''

napping," proceeded to sea and "hove to." (,ini

Awaiting until the next night they returned, when w,u

there were found 5oo stalwart insurgents ready to Krei
receive the munitions ' ol war designed J10®
for them. Within six hours, by means ;}'
of rafts shipped on the steumer for ,,
the purpose, there was landed at this point one- f"u
half the Stuart's cargo, consisting of ftou Kerning- J®
ton rifles. #00 Spencer rifles, sou hand grenades, ',aM

7(hj,ooo percussion caps, 200,000 cartrlilgcs, two "ett

tons of 1 owder, 300 full sets of equipments, 200 f(,v
blankets. 200 machetes, large quantities of surgi- ,°J
cal instruments, several medicine chests and J114*
many barrels ol provisions. All the boxes were J, ,
broken before the couteats were sent ashore, as ,,,,
it is Impracticable to take bulky articles up among '

the mountains. All the materials were quickly {' <

despatched Into the Interior, being carried in a
canvas fitted to long staves, "a load" being that
quantity which twelvj men could carry. This, of
course, refer* to thaarms, but the smaller articles 'UGI

had purposely beerffut up in New York In boxes or £ov
such weight that one man could easily manage and a,M

carry a long distance without becoming ex- an"

liausled. This part of the mission being successfully
accomplished, - Colonel Aguero sent messengers ,

rrom 1'olnt bono, through the courtesy of the pilots,
to Porto Aguero that the Stuart might be expected
on the following night, the 3d, at which time they inG

arrived and meeting welcome friends to the numberof loo, dlschaj-ged the remainder 01 the cargo |"a
without accident, not leaving even a percussion
cap ou board. .

"

sailing tor iky west. ,a;
Their mission ended, ami Colonel Aguero having art

communicated with the leading oltlcers of the Cu- J"r
ban ariny, the Stuart prepared lor a run to Key ",l

West, leaving Port Aguero 011 the morning-or the
4th ol January. When ten miles ofT shore & .Spanish U.G
cruiser was seen, but did not molest them. The HUi

steamer coasted along the shore six er eight miles
dlstantjroni Cape Macey, 011 the southeast of the
island,To Cape Crus, continuing westward, when,
within eleven miles of the Cape of San Antonio,
her machtuery broke down, and the gallant p,
Stuart was almost driven on the hostile
coast, a heavy gale from the north and north- '

west coming up. Coder canvas she made
goad headway, arriving nt Key west on ine morningor the 13th of January without further accident.Fourteen days were required to repair the ce
broken machinery. There waa no trouble expert- th
enced here upou the steamer's arrival with the an- of
thoritles, although many (mentions were asked by
the officials regarding her mission, to all or which
Captain Sommers replied, as above stated, that lie f"

had committed "no violation of the neutrality tu

laws."
reception by cuban i.abokkrs. n<

The reception or the oftlcera and crew of the 1,1

steamer at Key West by the seven or eight hundred
Cubans living there and depending upon their 01

daily support by making cigars waa extremely
cordial. To show their devotion to the cause or
independence they held a mass meeting and made
the occaaion a holiday, over Ave hundred came "

down to the point w here the Stuart waa lying, and, j*
after inspecting the vessel, a subscription "was taken
up, und they presented Colonel Aguero, in aid of
the cause, $7,000 In money and clothing of all charac-
tcr, suillclent in quantity to make the aggregate
collection $20,000. Many individual instances of

patriotism were noticed, showing conclusively
that the poorer workmen among the outcasts or

Cuba have such Talth in the success of the insurgents'fight that they ars willing to give all or

nearly all of their worldly possessions, in mis (
connection it must tie remarked that »oione co
Aguero has now in his possession, from the general
agency In Key West to the general agency of the

cause In Sew York, a document showing that the
same poor laborers have scut here.In addiuonto
the above sum.$40,uoo, to be devoted to the Bauie

purpose.
xxv wbrt to bai.tiiiorb.

The Stnart left Key West on the 24th ultimo and
reached Baltimore on the »th. Pleasant weather w

wag experienced until her arrival vi? Cape Uat-

3
as, where a severe (rale was encountered.'
avy Ice wan met coming up the Chesapeake Bavw
t fortunately the United States revenue cutter
Ifax was breaking her way up to the city, whenplain Sommers followed In the broken track*
ere the vessel will remain until thoroughly re*
ired.

rn* IN8UBGKNT8' PROSPRCTH.
olonel Aguero says that the feeling of resistance
the Cuban army Is greater than ever, and thinks
,t within fllteen months the Spanish power in thq
tnd will be overthrown. From the information
Us possession this conclusion is deduced. Ever*
cessful expedition to the Island irives thtinf
irage and causes defection in the Hpanisqfes" With belligerent rights from President
>nt the independence of Cuba could be estalx
ied within six months.

TIlK EIX14K STUART'S RECORD,
he Edgar Stuart, Colonel Aguero says, ran tha

lust vpfr fourteen times, but Was DOR
i to land on these occasions more tnsn twenty-}
ee men, 107 rifles, u,ooo cartridges and some
hing. She was pursued three different days b/
nlsh men-of-war, being under flre twice, from
steamship Clara and the gunboat Mosquito,
1 only 300 yards distant. In these several pur*
s the Mosquito was wrecked and the Clara and;
,ye disabled. She was chased from Kingston.
alca, two entire days, where she had run th«
kade maintained by the man-of-war Francesco
lorgia. Her escape at thlg time was made
tout changing ner course.

CHINA.
I

erial Arrangements for the Vindication
of the Divine Right.

Foreign Ambassadors and the AndiencC
luestion.Court Influences and theBegeney.Financieringwith India.

SUANGHAE, Dec. 19, 1872.
e official Gazette or Pekin Is still full of orders
edicts In relation to the Emperor's formal anionto the throne In February next. Onef
t reads as follows
e Emperor haa now reigned for eleven yearn./
lias been assisted In the government by bit*
erlal kindred and Ministers of State. And now4
the Imperial marriage has juat been consumedit is a fitting time to bcBtow some token of
erlal ravor on these fait.hiul servants, In honor
hat event. Prince Tun will henceforth bo>
sreil to use a chair with four bearers In'
Imperial city. Ho is exempted from his

es as one of the heads of the Imperial
1 guard, Ac., and his sou TsalUen is raised to
rank of High Honorary state Supporter Dnko
g cn fu kwo kuug). Prince Rung mis assisted
le conduct of aflairs for many years, and has
lercd most valuable services. So long ago as
eleventh year and eleventh month of lllenfeug,
rder was Issued commanding that the title of
Wang (Prince of the Itlood) be hereditary in

amily forever; but he so persistently declined
honor that further consideration or the

ect was deferred till Ills Majesty
ild oassunie the reins of government.1

Kmperor'a marriage has already been
hrated, mid as the time of his ascension
rs near, it is therefore ordered that the title of
i Wang lie made hereditary in the lannly ol
ce Kung forever. * * * Wensiang, a grand
etarv and member of the Grand Council, iw
ved to use a chair with two bearers in the Imalor Forbidden City. Paoyuu, a Junior Guar-'
of the Heir Apparent and President of one of
hoards, is appointed a Senior Guardian of tha
Apparent (a mere title); and President*

n Kwel-fen and Li Huug-tsao are made Junior
rdians of the Heir Apparent. The above titles
conferred in commemoration of His Majesty's
risge.
not her is to the effect that all the Princes and
Istcrs of State who took part in the celebraolthe imperial lunrriugc on the lrith Inst, be
ed one grade; that the minor officials be honorrecordedonce; that two silver ingots, one
ce in weight, be given to each of the chair at-
lants, ami one ingot to each of the lamp-bearers
other followers.
EICJN DIPLOMACY AND THE AUDIENCE QUESTION,
tie audience question will probably be the first
ngage the attention or the new Emperor and
diplomatic corps. It is said that the French
ister will lead off and that the British, AmerlRussianand (leriuan Ministers will follow,
generally supposed that the demanda of the
ign Ministers will be complied with.

TUP. REOENCY.
though the Emperor will assume the personal
trol oi alfalrs in February, the Empress Dowager,
ice Kung and the other Ministers ot State Will
loubt continue to exercise considerable power
His Majesty has reached a more mature age.
e Is now only seventeen years old.
dwurd Jones, private in Her British Majesty's
iti) regiment or lulatitry, stationed at Hong
ig, who was Indicted ut that place for the wilmurderof Matthew Graham, a soldier in tho
te regiment, wuh brought to trial 011 the 4th of
'ember. He wuh acquitted on the ground ol
anity.

FINANCE AND TRADE WITII INDIA,
lie China Mail states that the railurc of Messrs.
lua A Co., at Singapore, is more serious than
at first supposed, and that it will injuriously

ct Hong Kong.
The Chinese Coolie Traffic.

te Straits Observer, Singapore, East Indies, of
-Jlst of November, reports the consequences cf
traillc in Chinese colics to that point thus:.
tere are accounts of a vessel having arrived in
ptpore roads the otucr day, conveying 1,470
tese emigrants to this sacreu isle. When is this
ix to ctasev A new set or buildings will be reedon the pauper hospital grounds to accomlatethe new arrivals. There will be scarcely
w room Tor any one else than Celestials in tho
e i' things go on at this rate. If civil striro
e allowed as at Klang, Ac., the population could
hiuued by one tribe exterminating auottier.

ilgratlon of Coolies by Wholesale to
Central America.

fc-on, (ho Uhn ,,,.111,0 XTott 1A 1

special correspondent, dating at Uacao, writes
s as follows:.
im informed, on most reliable authority, of the
cutties now being rained by the Governor,
eh. if true, as they appear to be. will display
it inconsistency on the part ol His Excellency,
ibined with a system which cannot but tend
the sclliah udvantuge ol individuals rather
a to the irood name ol the colony.I
de to his having grunted new lacili'ties
native emigration from Macao tg Costa Kira.
Viscount oe San Juuuurio thought over the

vy responsibility that he incurs with nis own
ernment by authorizing and allowing a steamer
snip coolies to a country where these latter
e not the slightest guuruntce of any kludr or in
tat he considers this a matter which he is Justtluoverlooking? If the Governor ol Macao and
or has such powers from his government that
;an, of his own accord, solve questions of such
(lutude, and uuder such circumstances, It Is his
y to make the tact public through the medium
the oillciat (/tuctw. that the emigration to Costa
a is open to all. Again, it is the duty of a liberal
eminent lo give the greatest publicity to ail its
1 and not to proceed in the above manner;
the matter ussumes additional importance if,

s rumored among the community, the privilege*
been granted to a certain emigration agent

ose name has recently been mixed up m no very
ditable manner with a shipment of coolies from
port of Mwatow.

lis Excellency lays himself open to serious reprlndshould he allow the steamer Clcnsunnox to
ve tor Costa Itica, and it is to be trusted that ho
I calmly meditate over so serious a step, aud
isfy public opinion, which has been justly
msed, by not ullowlng any vessel to load coolies
a port where their hardships and sufferings

ist be ol the most lamentable description,
ould His Excellency be so Ill-advised as to adreto what appears to he Ills present intention, I
ill commuuicuiu miLiim uu tut; puuj^b*

ALGERIA.

rcnch Official Report* trom the Afrf*
can Colony.Exportation of Breadstuff's
to Italy.
The French Minister of the Interior has Jost reivedthe following official report Ironi Algeria.
e latest authentic news from the African colony
the Republic:.
Tlie smallpox Is decreasing in Algiers, but the

'ought persists, to the great prejudice ol agriculualoperations. A
.

The oulad Bldl Cholkn, who are at Metlili, have
>t yet manifested their intention ol profiting by
le safe coudsct winch has been accorded them.
At oran agricultural labors are being continued
1 the coast, but in the south the farmers are benuingto be uneasy af the scarcity of water.

The latest news from the extreme south an(iincesthat SI c'addour beu Ham/,alias separated
um his uncles, hi hula and SI kddin, and has

ached ToIIat, with a view to Iceep himself alocl
*ui the negotiations opened with his family.
Agricultural operations are carried on in OonKiitineunder more favorable conditions than in

e two other provinces. The price of cereals has
gniented sensibly, in consequence 01 the considableexportation ior Italy.
rile tribes ol Djldieli, winch had consented to an
change of territory with a view to European
Ionization, have been removed without any uiitl
Ity.
Some robberies attended by violence have been
mniittcd to the south of Biskra. The author.tit*
e on the trace of the cnlprits.

LAURA D. FAIR AGAIN.
San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 2, 1873.

Laura D. Fair has secured a hall in Stockton, and
111 inflict a lecture on the people of that city on
VN elves in the Fold" some day this week*


