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THE NEWS OF YESTERDAY.

To-Day’s Contents of the
Herald.

“THE COMMITTEE OF SEVENTY AND THE CITY
GOVERNMENT! THE DUTY OF THE STATE
LEGISLATURE" — EDITORIAL LEADER —
BIXTH PAGR.

THE DEAD NAPOLEON! THE REMAINS TO LIE

IN BTATE: BYMPATHY WITH THE BOR-

* ROWING WIDOW: PREPARING FOR THE
LAST SAD RITES: TWO WILLS—SEVENTH
Paam.’

AN OFFICIAL EXPLICATION OF CUBAN SLAVE-
RY! CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE
BEORETARY OF STATE AND MINISTER
SICKLES: THE ATTITUDE OF THE UNITED
BTATES: SPAIN WARNED—Founrn PAGE.

CABLE TELEGRAMS FROM EUROPE AND ASIA|
PROSPECTIVE TROUBLES BETWEEN TURKS
AND ARABS TN INDIA: CARLIST DE-
FEAT AND FATALITIES: TICHBORNE'S
TROUBLES—SEVENTH PAGE. 4

TWO FOUL FIENDS HANGED! FEARFUL OUT-
RAGES UPON AN UNPROTECTED WIDOW
AND HER DAUGHTER, BY NEGROES! A
CONFESSION OF GUILT: THE CAPTURE,
TRIAL AND EXECUTION—FIFTH FiGm

A PITTSBURG MAGISTRATE KICKS A WITNESS
FROM HIB COURT! EDIFYING SEQUEL OF
JUDICIAL WRATH: THE “LAST DITCH"
OF THE LATE CAMPAIGN—THIRD PAGE.

ARREST OF PATRICK MAHER, FOR THE KILL-
ING OF JOHN ST. JOHN! STATEMENT OF
THE PRISONER: HIS UNAFFECTED BOR-
ROW FOR THE DEED—TESTH PAGE.

MRS, LYDIA BHERMAN SENTENCED TO A LIFE
IMPRISONMENT | THE CALM AND HAPPY
MURDERESS HORRIFIES THE SPECTATORS;
THE MURDERER OF MRS, HESS FOUND
GUILTY—THIRD PAGE.

LEGAL! THE FIGHT FOR THE DEPUTY CHAM-
BERLAINSHIP: CREDIT MOBILIER SUITS:
EXTRADITION OF AN ALLEGED ENGLISH
FORGER: THE WOODHULL AND BLOOD
CABE—F1¥Ti PAGE.

DANGERS TO WHICH SCHOOL CHILDREN ARE
EXPOSED! IN CASE OF FIRE OR PANIC
OVER TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND LIVES
WILL BE IMPERILLED: CONDITION OF
OUR PUBLIC BCHOOLS—THIRD PAGE.

NEWS FROM WASHINGTON—PERSONAL NEWS
PARAGRAPHS—NO ADVANCE IN THE
PRICE OF COAL—SEVENTH PaGE.

DLD WINTER'S CARNIVAL JOYS! THE JOYS OF
“THE ROAD" AND ON “THE SLIPPERY:"
THE SPLENDID TEAMS THAT WERE OUT—

THIRD PAGE.
RECENT INSPECTIONS BY SUPERINTENDENT
MACGREGOR—MUNICIPAL BUREAUS—

MARITIME INTELLIGENCE—TENTH PAGE.

FEATURES OF THE BUSINESS AT THE WALL
BTREET EXCHANGES! LAPSE IN GOLD
FOREIGN EXCHANGE AND GOVERNMENTS!
THE BANE STATEMENT—CREDIT MOBIL-
IER—THE EAST RIVER BRIDGE—EGHTH
Paas,

RESUME OF THE RELIGIOUS FIELD! PASTORS
AND THEMES8 FOR TO-DAY: EPISTOLA-
RY POLEMICS: WHAT THE MINISTRY ARE
ABOUT—FoURTH Pack.

Tae Corrox Travy Carrrarsts in Man-
chester, England, appear to be getting into a
tremulous or shaky condition, if we can judge
their position with any degree of exactitude by
the contents of our cable news telegram from
London.

Dr. Durant axp Mg, Craxe, or tax Uston
Pacirre Rarmiroan, have beenm summoned be-
fore the Congressional Committee on the Orédit
Mobilier. Neilson and Garrison have also been
cited to appear. It is becoming rapidly evi-
dent that this committee, whatever its inten-
tionsin the first instance, feels itself compelled
to make the investigation thorough and search-
ing. The Hemarp has demanded that these
gentlemen should be summoned, and the
committee now accede. We wish to have
the business probed to the bottom, and shall
continue to urge this view until the whole
truth is known. We recognize in the success
sttending our endeavors in this matter a proof
of the influence for the public good which
the independent prees can exercise,

Tur Bextesce or TaE Mopkry Bonom.—
Lydia Sherman, who was tried at New
Haven, Conn., for the murder of her husband
by poison and convicted of murder in the
second degree, was yestorday sentenced to
imprisonment for life. She received the
sentence with indiffercnce, and appeared
cheerful and bappy. Her nonchalance seems
have - puzzled the people of New Haven,
probably she was rejoicing at her fortu-
escape from the gallows. The evidence
ber was conclusive, and rumor, of
sccuses her of othor similar crimeg,
her, a8 usual, the character
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The Committes of Beventy and the
City Govermmemi=The Duty of the
State Legisinture,

The Hurarp has always cheerfully awarded
to the Committee of Seventy the praise due to
them for their share in the work of rescuing
the city of New York from the grasp of the
old Tammany Ring, and has never been dis-
posed to find fault with them for their patriotic
desire to secure good men in office by eleoting
themselves to the most lucrative and important
positions in the public service. As an inde-
pendent journal the Hmmarp is supremely
indifferent as to the political affilintions of 8
candidate for offios, and cares not whether a
nomination is mado by democrats, republicans
or libemls, so long as the nominee is compe-
tent and honest. Wo have not been willing
to lend ourselves to the humbug of political
reform, which seeka to persuade the people
that the crusade agninst misrule is wholly un-
selfish, and that the agitation in favor of official
purification does not contemplate the turning
out of one set of office-holders in order to make
room for another set. Hence we foretold over
fiftcen months ago that before two years had
passed the people of New York would find the
public departments filled with the leading
champions of municipal reform, and, in the
light of existing facts, our past predictions
read like prophecy. We then said, “Our
citizens may as well set about this reform
business with their eyes open, and understand
at once that the members of the Committee of
Seventy are willing to fill all the offices now
or recently filled by the terrible Tammany
Ring, and that they intend to offer their
services to the city at the proper time."" Wo
added, “No doubt the Seventy and their im-
mediate friends will prove more honest than
the officials who have so long enjoyed power,
at least for some time to come, and there is
littls question that the city will be benefited
by the change ; but we desire that the people
shall understand what the reform cry really
means, and shall not be humbugged by the
pretence of some of the political reform organg,
that the Committee of Seventy are all purely
disinterested patriots who would not take
office if they could get it."’

A glance at some of our leading offices at
the present time will prove the correctness of
our predictions, The Committee of Seventy
and their immediate friends are tolernbly well
represented in the list of public officials. That
respectable body has given us General Dix for
Governor of the Btate, Francis O. Barlow for
Attorney General, William F. Havemeyer for
Mayor, Judges Barrett, Van Vorst and Curtis
on the bench of the Bupreme and Superior
Courts, Franz Sigel for Register, Colonel
Henry G. Stebbins for Park Commissioner,
Mr. Phelps for Distriet Attorney, Adolph
Kessler for Coroner, Joseph C. Pinckney,
cigar inspecter in the Custom House, for
Clerk of the Board of Aldermen; Benators
Weismann and Tiemann in the State Senato,
Mr. B. Gallagher, SBecretary of the Seventy,
for private secretary of the Mayor, besides
Comptroller Green and a long list of Congress-
men, Assemblymen, Aldermen and Assistant
Aldermen. In addition to all these valuable
public officers, some of whom—such as the At
torney General, the Distriet Attorney and the
Register—receive from fifty to a hundred
thousand dollars a year for their services, we
have now the great champion of injunctions
and reform, John Foley, doing battle at the
city's expense for an office worth the snug sum
of ten thonsand dollars a year.

Of course, in the case of Governor Dix, the
character and services of the candidate pointed
him out a8 pre-eminently the fit nominee of
any honest party for the office of Chief Execu-
tive of the State. Indeed, in most instances
we have no doubt that the officials who have
stepped out of the Committee of Seventy into
snug positions at the public crib are compe-
tent to perform their duties acceptably, and
conscientious enough to discharge them hon-
estly. There are others still left on the com-
mittee who may be equally well qualified for
office and equally willing to serve the people.
But we would suggest to Governor Dix, to
Mayor Havemeyer and to the Republican State
Legislature that this committee is, as we have
shown, already tolerably well represented in
the public departments, and that there may be
those not fortunate emough to be reckoned
among the Seventy who may yet have
good claim to recognition, both as reformers
and honest men. It will not benefit the cause
of reform to confine all the profitable offices to
the members of a body which has claimed to
act independently of political parties, in the in-
terest of good government alone; for the peo-
ple may look upon them at last as intriguing
place-hunters, and may lose confidence in all
reform movements. With one great reformer
grasping at the Deputy Chamberlainship, at
the risk of an expensive lawsuit, and with a
dozen others persistent in their demands for
appointment at the hands of the Governor
and the Mayor, while all the principal offices
are already in the hands of their associates,
there is some danger that the Committee of.
Seventy may be confounded with the old Tam-
many politicians, who obstinately refused to
recognize any claim for public reward ontside
the circle of their own privileged *ring,’" It
may, therefore, be as well for all parties that
the appointing power, whether Legislative or
Executive, should refuse to regard the Com-
mittee of Seventy as a sort of hotbed for office-
holders, and should recognize the fact that all
the honesty as well as capacity in the city is
not confined to that highly respectable organ-
ization.

We throw out these hints because we learn,
on good authority, that there is to be a deter-
mined effort made by some of the members of
the Committee of Seventy not yet .upp[jgd
with office, backed by some of the ex-mem-
bers who are already provided for, to oppose
the passage of any charter amcndments at
Albany which fail to receive their approval.
In other words, that any charter which does
not promise to place the principal eity depart-
ments in the hands of the Committee is to
meet with a severe lobby opposition on the
part of the reformers. The ostensible demand
of the Committee is to be for a concentration
of power in the hands of the Mayor. A year
ngo the shibboleth of the Seventy was minor-
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st Now Haven yesterday, and found guilty of
murder in the first degree. It would be hard
if out of these two murders the people should
be denied the excitement of at least one exe-
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his elothes for a debt, was also tried |

ity representation and decontralization. Then
Lionest government could only be secured by a
complex system of mixed commissions. Now
tha Mayor is to have absolute power
over all appointments and removals,
or the city government will fall back into the
terrible ways from which it has recently been
redeemed. Indeed, wo aro aseured that mo

honest goverument can be hoped for unlesy all |

the present office-holders in the several depart-
ments, except Comptroller Green, will consent
to resign their positions into the hands of the
Mayor, to be filled by him in accordance with
his own views and wishes. Of course every
person understands that if that sturdy Com-
‘mittee of BSeventy reformer, Mayor Have-
meyer, was not at the head of the municipal
government the views of his old sssocintes as
to the necessity of concentrated power in the
hands of the Executive would be considerably
modified. His evident appreciation of the
merits of his fellow committeemen gives the
latter that confidence in his ability to
wicld the appointing power wisely and well
which they would not be likely to
repose in o less appreciative Mayor. Butit
is to be hoped that our representatives at
Albany will refuse to make laws for the
proesent office-holders alone, without regard to
the fact that the next election :_nayentlmly
change tho character of the city governmeént.
It is scarcely practicable to shape legislation
every second year to suit the views of the Com-
mittes of Seventy, and henoce the State Legis-
lature should endeavor to give New York such
a charter as the city can live and prosper
under for the next quarter of a century, with-
out regard to Mayor Havemeyer, the Commit-
tee of Seventy, the republican ring, or any
other interest. We need good, sound laws,
fitted for a great metropolis that will
before long number two or three mil-
lions of inhabitants, and mnot laws
framed to suit Mayor Havemeyer's two years'
term of office and to accommodate the patri-
otic aspirations of the Committee of Shventy.
At present we have no harmony in the city de-
partments and no efficiency in the government.
The first object of Lhe Legislature should be
to remove this fundamental evil, to clearly
and distinctly define the duty and power of
every officer in the city government, and to
sweep away all obstructions to the city's prog-
ress. The plunder of a few million dollars is
not half so damaging to the public interests
a8 is the stop policy which has prevailed for
the lnst twelve months, and which threatens to
continue two years longer unless the Legisla-
ture shall have the honesty and the courage to
provent it.
The World at Prayer.

During the week just closed the Christian
world has been on its knees before God in
devout acknowledgment of His mercies
through the year pasi and in prayer for a
continuance of those mercies in the year to
come. The programme sent out by the
Evangelical Alliance was ome of varied
character and interest and of sufficient
breadth to command the attention of the
Christinn world for more than a week. Among
the topies for thought and prayer were prayers
for an increase in love, activity, fidelity to
trath and a clearer manifestation among the
denominations of unity in faith. There has
been gome little progress made during the
past year toward a clearer manifestation of
Christian unity, but this has been
forced wupon Protestantism by the divi-
sions of the Catholic Church in KEurope
rather than by any strong inherent love
of one another in the hearts of Protestant
Christians, While we witness ecclesiastical
trials and suspension of ministers for exchang-
ing pulpits, we cannot look upon the unity of
the Church as a thing to be expected im our
lifetime. Prayer was offered also during the
week for the maintenance of peace and the
spread of religious liberty. The former has
been maintained throughout the world during
the year now closed, and there is no lowering
war cloud on the world's horizon at present.
Religious and civil liberty has made some ad-
vancement, and its progress is still onward,
Prayer was made against the spread of intem-
perance, which seems to be on the increase in
every land ; the Holy Scriptures, too, have
been circulated in countries and among tribes
to whom one year ago the Bible was a sealed
book. These and kindred topics demand ac-
tion as well as prayer. There is in every ad-
vance of moral, religious, political or civil so-
ciety something for men to do as well as for
God, and in recognition of this fact, and of the
responsibilities devolved upon the Christian
Church thereby, its benefactious for every
Church interest have within the past year
largely exceeded those of former years, and for
the current year these benefactions are in ex-
cess of last year.

The week of prayer has been very generally
observed by the denominations in this city.
Sermons and addresses appropriate to the
topics presented have been delivered, and to-
day jubilation discourses will be delivered on
the prospective spread of Christianity through-
out the world. It isasublime spectacle to
behold a nation on its knees before God ; but
how much more sublime to find Christendom
bowing unitedly before God in prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving! It is the
most practical test that could be given of the
world's faith in prayer, John Tyndall or
Francis Galton to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. Srhaly 4 -

A Bap Precepest.—We regret that Mayor
Havemeyer does not recognize the importance
of sccepting promptly the resignation, by
Comptroller Green, of his second office of Com-
missioner of Public Parks. In his Message to
the Common Couneil, we believe, the Mayor
condemned the present construction of the
Board of Apportionment on the ground that
the Commissioners of Departments, as mem-
bers of the Board, passed upon their own osti-
mates. Mr. Green, as Comptroller, Park Com-
missioner and member of the Board of Audit
and Apportionment, not only passes upon bis
own estimates, but agrees to his own requisi-
tions and audits and pays his own bills. This
is certainly & dangerous precedent, and a
scandal on reform. No double office-holding
should be sanctioned by Mayor Havemeyer.
It is o relic of old Tammany rale. For this
reason, if for no other, Comptroller Green
should no longer hold the office of Park Com-
missioner. The same objection would apply
to the appointment of Mr. Whittemore, who is
said to be urged by Mr. Green as his sue-
cessor, and who already fills the offices of Sec-
retary to the Park Commission, Examiner
of Accounts in the Comptroller's office and
Chief Clerk of Mayor Havemeyer.

Pnestoest Tomess and the Committes of
Thirty have come to an understanding. On
certain specified occasions the President will
be nllowed to appear before the Assembly and
nddress them in person. It is also announced
that he will be allowed & certain restrictive
power of veto. This looks like peace and
promises well for the Republic,

Our Murderers—Let Them All Hang
Together,

In three years not fewer than one hundred
and forty-one murders were committed in this
city. Orime was encouraged by the impunity
allowed it, and such was the certain immunity
from punishment that one criminal less fortu-
nate than the rest brought himself upon the gal-
lows only by the reckless remark that “hang-
ing was played out.” Although Reymolds
was hanged the truth of his words lived after
him, and the conviction of Stokes was not
only a surprise to the eriminal, but to the com-
munity. No more singular or terrible com-
mentary could be made upon the condition
of American society. Here waa a man whose
private quarrels were mot only notorious, but
disreputable, who expected to be sustained in
killing his enemy by a jury sworn to execute
the law. Others as guilty as he had
escaped the penalty of murder. No
more deliberate crime was ever com-
mitted than the murder of Crittenden
by Mrs. Fuir. Bhe escaped because she is
a woman, a8 if there were any such thing as
sex in orime. Mrs. Sherman, the Connectiout
woman, who apparenily married husbands
only to murder them, and with them their
helpless children, receives only imprisonment
for her manifold offences. Like cases could
be named almost without limit, but the in-
stances of punishment under the law are very
rare, indeed. There have been but two execu-
tions in this city in three years. Crime eon-
stantly increased in consequence of ita im-
munity from punishment. The Tombs to-day
is full of untried murderers, while not one-
fifth of the eriminals of this class were even
arrested. Out of abont twenty prisoners two
aro sentenced to death and the others are
waiting for trial and acquittal. Before the
conviction of Stokes not one of these doubted
the good fortune which was to set him free.
There was no virtue left in the people, they
thought, and without public virtue they saw
no reason for their conviction and punish-
ment, The verdict in the case of Stokes
awoke them from their fancied security, and
it is to be hoped will lead to their speedy trial.

Now is the time to sirike with terror all
evil-doers and ineipient murderers. Because
one man has been convicted and is to be pun-
ished, when it wns not expected that jnstice
would be done, is reason for pressing all the
cases awaiting trial to a just conclusion.
Some of the prisoners in the Tombs may be
innocent, and if they are it is only right that
they shonld go free; others are guilty, and it is
due to the community that they should be
pronounced 8o by a jury and sentenced to
death. We have reform Judges and a reform
District Attorney. There is a strong feeling in
the community that justice shall be done in
every case waiting sadjudicatipn. If the offi-
cers who have been chosen in the name of re-
form intend to perform the trust committed to
them they cannot avoid this responsibility.
The trial of Tweed is important, but it is not
gufficient to insure the peace and se-
curity of the ocity. Murder must be
punished as speedily as the forms of
justice will allow. In the name of a
long-suffering community we appeal to the
new District Attorney and the new Judges to
gee that it is done. Lot the next fow weeks be
remarkable for the rigors of the law. One
after another let the men now in the Tombs
charged with murder be brought from their
cells and put upon their trial. If they are
guilty they must pay the penalty of guilt,
Nothing must be allowed to weigh against
this one consideration. Stokes was convicted;
let the others be convicted also when their
crimes are established. Above all, let this
work be done speedily. When all are tried
let all who are convicted be hanged together.
Crime has run such a bold course that it needa
an equally bold punishment. All these men
who g0 heedlessly murdered their fellow beings
expiating their offences on the same gallows
would be a spectacle ghastly, it is true, and
repulsive to every gentler instinct; but the
lesson it would teach would be as lasting as it
would be salutary. The lesson is needed. No
more favorable time than the present can be
found for teaching it to those who would
otherwise commit crime in the expectation of
immunity from punishment.

If the crime of the last few yearsis to go
unpunished it will become even more common
in the foture than it has been in the past. One
murder, if followed by the escape of the mur-
derer, is sure to beget other crimes. The
influence of offences like those of Laura Fair
is mot felt on the Pacific alone, but sweeps
over the whole land, loosening moral sensibili-
ties and stimulating vice and crime. Other
women as unprincipled as she are encouraged
to acts like hers by her escape through a false
and pernicious sentjment. If Stokes had
escaped every man who quarrels with another
about o mistress would have considered him-
gelf justified in taking the life of his rival. If
Foster, the car-hook murderer, had escaped—
and it long looked as if the gallows would have
to give him over—every blackguard who takes
offence at not being allowed to insult ladies
with impunity would have considered drunk-
enness his justification for murder. The end
of such a carnival of erime would be terri-
ble. That end may yet come unless stern
punishment is meted outto great offenders.
Crime has followed crime in quick succeasion,
Murder has become an almost daily occur-
rence. Two men who had been partners
quarrel in the street and one slays the other.
A witness is slain in the sight of the referce in
legal proceedings for hia testimony in the case.
A man kills s woman becanse he could not
prevail upon her to quit a life of shame. Day
after day adds to the list of untried and unex-
eouted murderers. The disregard of human
life increases, and murders become more and
more frequent, becanse ‘‘hanging is played
out” in New York. The thing, then, that re-
mains to be done is to show that the punish-
ment of murder is sure to follow the establish-
ment of the crime. Let our murderers be
speedily tried, as we have already ssid, and let
all who are guilty be hanged together. Itisa
terrible thing to do, but upon it depend the
sacrodness of life and the foundations of
society.

CnaMpErtaiNy PaiMes Appressgs A LETTER
0 Mavon Havemeven criticising the course
of the Mayor in relation to the Foley con-
troversy with some severity. It is to be hoped
that Mayor Havemeyer will not involve him-
self in the unfortunate squabbles in which the
Finance Department has engaged with all the
otber departmeuts of the city government
except that of Public Parks. Let us have

The Latest News from Chiselhurst,
The death of Napoleon the Third still con~
tinues to be the absorbing topic of conversa-
tion and the theme of editorial articles in all
the great populous centres of the world. As
we said the day after his death, when com-
menting on the news, the demise of Napoleon
has not affected the world as it would have
done pny time between 1852 and 1870. The
death which took place at Sedan so occupied
and exhausted the thought of the world that
there was but little left to give to the death at
Chiselhurst. France mourns but in a eold
sort of way for the man who can no longer do
her any harm or any good. The English
people are behaving well towards the unfortu-
nate family, The Queen has sent her letter
of condolence, the Prince of Wales has made
his visit to Chiselhurst, and the Frince
and Princess have resolved to remain
in retirement for a week at Sandringham
as & mark of respect to the memory of the
dead Emperor. A considerable number of
illustrious and devoted Bonapartists have
arrived at Chiselhurst, and it is said that
before they separate the future programme
of the Imperialists will be agreed upon.
Napoleon, we are told, hns left two wills.
One is in Paris, the other is in London. The
funeral is to take place on Tuesdsy next; the
body is to be laid under the seat of the family
in the chancel of the Roman Catholic chapel
at Chiselhurst. ‘According to one leading
Paris paper, the Gawulois, only those officers of
the army who were attached to the household
of the ex-Emperor will be allowed to attend
the funeral, Much interest will now attach to
the wills which must be made public.

Slavery In Cuba=Diplomatic Corrc=
spondence on the BSubject.

We publish in another part of the paper the
official correspondence between the State De-
partment and onr Minister at Madrid on the
subject of glavery in Cuba and the state of
affairs in that island. The text, as now given,
does not differ materially from the Washington
despatch which we published on Friday, so far
as the letter of Secretary Fish to the American
Minister at Madrid of the 29th of October
goes, As this important Btate document was
reviewed in our leading article yesterday it is
unnecessary to go over the ground again. The
preceding communication between our Min-
ister and Secretary Fish show, however, what
led to the more decisive letter of the 29th of
October, to which we have referred.
It appears that the Spanish govern-
ment, vbeing pressed by the United States
and certain liberal and influentinl men at
home to execute the act of July 4, 1870, con-
cerning slavery, which had becgme a dead
letter, promulgated regulations August 5, 1872,
purporting to make the aforesaid act opera-
tive. But, as our Minister shows, these regu-
lations were so complicated and inapplicable
that there wns little hope that they would
prove effective. There is reason to suspect
they were made so for the purpose of evading
the emancipation of the slaves, either because
there was no desire to execute the act of July
4, 1870, or becaunse the Bpanish government
wns powerless to enforce the law against the
will of the elaveholders and volunteers in
Cuba. 'The whole gist of the correspondence,
therefore, between Mr. Fish and our Minister
is in the exposure of Spanish faithlessnessand
in remonstrating against it. A perusal of the
correspondence will show that, and must
satisfy every one that the despatch of the
Secretary of State of the 20th of October, on
which we commented yesterday, was not in
the least too strong or decisive in its language.

The Blockade of the Strects=Is There
No Rellef?

For the first time since the heavy enow fall,
on the day after Christmas, we bad yesterday
the cheering sight of half a dozen members of
the cleaning brigade busily plying brooms and
shovels in Broadway, between the Hzranp
office and St. Paul's church. When first dis-
covered they appeared to be constructing a
snow barricade across our crowded thorough-
fare, and an outbreak of communism was
suggested ; but time disclosed that they
were simply opening a path for pedestrians
through the deep slush which has for more
than two weeks been undisturbed, a terror and
annoyance to passengers and a disgusting,
damp disgrace to the city. During that time
there have been reports of an oceasional brush
with the nuisance by the vaunted Reform
Cleaning Bureau; but if any work has been
done it has been so little and so
feeble as to give no practical relief.
Some enterprising property owners have
kept their premises clear by carting
the accumulations to the docks, showing the
officials how it might be done for the city;
yet this example has had no salutary effect on
the bureau, nor has the suggestion that on one
of the late thawing days it would mot have
cost n very large sum to flood the melting
masgs into the sewers by the aid of the steam
fire engines, supported by the large available
force of Italian and other laborers eager for
work and pay. From yesterday's demonstra-
tion we are glad to know that the Bureau has
not utterly given up the ghost, and hope yet
to see the pavements once again without wait-
ing for the warm rains of next May.

Tae Teovsres or Rarmp Locomotion
aE Crry are enough to make the hopeful cit-
izen despair of progress. After years of con-
stant agitation the only semblance to rapid
transit in New York is the much-abused one-
logged railroad on the west side of the city.
Despite its unpromising appearance it has
lately been accomplishing respectable results,
If only to show what might be dome in this
direction it is valuable. The latest project
born in the brains of those astute people who
pass laws at  Albany. or those for whom they
nct is one to build a milroad after an appeal
to the citizens. It provides for a commission,
of course, and is supposed in the end to pro-
vide for a railway over ground or under ground.
‘We shall be anxions to learn more of this plan,
whether it be a bona fide intent to give the city
what it wauts or a far-reaching job. In the
meantime we shall not cease wondering how
go many of these projects are fruitless of any-
thing but fuss in the papers for a week or two.

Tuae Week 1y Warr Steeer was a dull one
in stocks and only moderately active for gold.
The price of the latter advanced to 112},
owing to the snow blockade and the restric-
tions on our exports, but fell off to 112} on
the easing of the foreign exchanges at the
L plove,

The Religious Press on Curremt Tempo-
ral and Religious Toples.

Bome of our religions contemporaries this
week take the occasion of the close of the
Stokes trial to comment upon the wickednesa
of the age generally.

The. Evangelist gives an outline of the fears
ful tragedy, and moralizes upon it as follows : —

‘What mournful lessons does 1t teach us all of the
effecs of ungoverned passion, of flerce, vindictive
hatred, ur%m revenge! Here are two vic-
tims of that bloody deed. is In his grave, and
the other perhaps soon will follow him. The feel-
Ing of jus! may approve the stern decree,
who can but feel pity lor one 8o you and
such ties to bind hum to life, with suc|
hafm;nh?.l.m. to :hle “m“ufl;';})l:'o “ng
N pathy for that

smitten by lfhr

words of consvlation in
awful hour, God alone can bind up their brok
hearts. We commit them to His hiy

and tenderness. And If the dreadful sentence of
the law be executed, and this man, 8o young, I8 to
{lustrum the world, let us p"{l that he mi
hese few weeks that are left him repent of his
past lite, and so find forgivenesa with that Belug
with whom justice is tempered with mercy |

The FEvangelist quotes from the Herarp cer-
tain eriminal statistics, from whieh it appears
that of one hundred and forty-ome capital
offences committed in this city during the
past three years fifteen per cont of the crimi-
nals were German, twenty-nine per cend
American and forty-four per cent, or the
exact equivalent of both the others combined,
were Irish. The Hvangelist says, if the facts
are as stated they demand an explanatiom,
and avers that it belongs especially to those
under whose spiritual supervision the Irish
are almost exclusively to be found to study
this problem and furnish its solution. Ouz
Presbyterian contemporary continues: —

We leave it to them to say whether the religious
influences which govern tiis poertion of our popu-
latlon are in fault, or whether the inte rate
habits of a large proportion of them reveal the &e-
cret, 1f they throw the blame on the latter then
they are right in urging the claims of temperance
upon their people. The Archbishop's zeal deserves
the suppor. and sympathy of thé entire Romac
Catholic clergy of the country.

The Hvangelist asserts that “we owe to the
-Bandwich Islanders mot only the sympathy
snd protection due from a stronger to a
weaker power, but that respect for their insti-
tutions, as shaped largely by American hands,
which will aim to preserve them inviolate.'
It is plain to be seen from this which way the
wind blows in that Presbyterian quarter in
regard to the annexation of the islands to the
United States.

The Catholic Mirror (Baltimore), in referring
to the happy recovery of Archbishop Bailey
from his recent severe indisposition, takes
occasion to say:—

The New YoRK HERALD has published on several
occasions untounded statements of the alurming
condition of the Archbishop, much to the dintress
of the latter’s many [riends in the North and to
the annoyance of His Grace himself, who has been
kept busy answering anxlous letters of inquiry on
the subject. That enterprising journal was
enough to give our prelate Bright's deadly disease,
and to add the coup de grace by announe that it
was impossible for him to get well, Now that the
Archbishop i8 well in spite of ita medico-news
Prophel, Ehn HERALD takes it all back In an

‘Authentic Statement," which It would have been
more creditable to insert as prominently as the
jormer sensation reports, and not way down at the
bottom of page 9 among [ts advertisements.

We trust the conspicuous publication of the
above will satisfy our Baltimore contemporary.
At the same time we take great pleasure in
congratulating the Archbishop upon his fortu-
nate restoration to his important fleld of reli-
gious labor.

In regard to the Stokes case the Observer
expresses the belief that there will be very few
to call in question the righteousness of the
verdiet or the sentence, and adds: —

Should the sentence be carried out, and not by
the trickery of the law or by cerrupt means
deferred and evaded, the citizens of New York will
bave more hope of enjoying In the future the tec-
tlom of thelr lives by the civil authorities. We have
been living in o fearful state of things, Murders
have been committed n og;n day ana with perfect
impunity, the muraerers being shielded irom the
consequences of thelr crimes and soclety more and
more imperilled by thelr impunity. We cannot but
hope that the convictlon of Stokes indicates & new
era—that o1 law and of the greater security of lue
Among us,

The Independeni rather endorses the ‘‘new
party’’ movement started by some erratic
genins out West, particularly the ecolesins-
tical planks in the platform. These are—

1. That ecclesiastical property shounld be taxed.
2. That chaplains should be discontinued (n the
State and national institutions. 3. No publio ap-
propriations should be made for sectarian, educa-
tional or charitable Inatitutions. (The ma?md-
ent wants Harvard, Yale and other colleglate insti-
tutions Included in this plank.) 4. That religious
gervices sustalned by the government shouid be
abolished, 5. That the President and Governor
shall cease to nﬁmlnt feasts or fasts. 6. Judicial
oath replaced by simple afirmation. 7. Repealing
the laws requiring the observance of Sunday as the
Sabbath. 8. That laws based on Christian as dis-
tinet from universal morality be abrogated, and no
special privileges be granted to Christianity,

The Independent calls this “halting radical-
ism,"” and thinks it does not go far enough.
“Religion,”’ it says, ‘‘is not made more sa-
ered, but rather profaned, by becoming a com-
pulsion; and, so far from being strengthened,
is weakened by making any king or queen 'or
Congress take the place of each man's own con-
science as Defender of the Faith.” These
radicals may talk and plan as they please; they
will always find that the genuine pious senti-
ment of the country is inimical to their views
and will in all cases overturn their attempts to
belittle Christianity or lessen the respeet of the
people as a mass for religion.

The Liberal Christian (Rev. Dr. Bellows)
comments at length upon the Btokes verdict
and capital punishment. *Itisa great com-
fort,”” it says, ‘‘to the long insulted juslice of
this community to find that one jury and one
jndge have fearlessly discharged their duty to
the public, the law and justice itself, in bring-
ing in a verdiet in accordance with the facts and
the evidence and convicting and sentencing a
great criminal.' The Liberal Christian calls
upon the Governor *not to give way before
the influences which threaten to besiege his
ear with cries for clemency and mitigation of
penalties."’

The Independent, while regarding the Stokes
verdict as & righteous one, would not charge
that the condemned’s erime is as bad morally
as that of the murderer of Nathan; but, it
ndds, ‘‘there may be grades of guilt in the
one crime which we still punish occasionally
with death."

The Golden Age (Theodore Tilton) affirms
that Stokes achieved one trinmph, videlicel:—

The haughty scoundrel, with his lavender Kkids,

i
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received the humble apol of the prosecuting
ofMicer whom be elegantly berated, and the
semi-contrition  of certain  of the Jjurymen

whom he magnificently despised, It seems to us
that the spectacle of a district attorney asking par-
don of & murderer for procuring his conviction
must have made the hones of Matthew Hale scr

aguinst thelr coMn-lid st the sell-degradation ol
the law. As Stokes withheid ha sweel-scented
hand, and refused the solleited parlon, we hape
the District Attorney will recelve clemency from no

other quarter.

The Christian Union (Rev. Henry Ward
Beechior) does not regard it as certain yot that
Stokes will be exocuted, A motion in arrest
of judgment will doubtless be wade, it thiuks,
and the case may go to a higher court on ex-
ceptions ;- and then “it will not be strange if,
upon some special plea, a new trial is ordered,
to result in soquittal.'’

The Baptist Weekly (Rev. Dr. A. 8. Patton)

L tlaka it iy quite projgpble et on, ap uees]




