NEW YORK HERALD, TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 1873.—~QUADRUPLE SHEET.

b

THE PRISONER OF WAR,

A Voice from the Dungeon of
- Fort Gerona.

O'KELLY IN THE TOILS OF THE SPANIARDS

Details of Our Cuban Commissioner’s
Adventures and Arrest.

WISTAKEN TRUST IN SPANISH HONOR.

.An Audience with the Governor
of Manzanillo,

COCKTAILS BEFORE COFINEMENT.

Seizure of the Notes and Letters of
Our Correspondent,

How a Prisoner is Treated bj
: Spanish Officials.

O’Kelly’s Arraignment Before a
Secret Military Tribunal.

He Refuses to Recognize
the Court.

An Attempt to Secure Perjured Evidenee
Against the Prisoner.

HE PLEADS TO THE CHARGES.

Prospect of a Protracted Im-
prisonment.
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There is no need of apulogy for a high-sounding
address in begloning this letter. When last I bad
the pleasure of sending a few hurried lines to the
HerALD 1was seated in ene of the leal-covered
huts which made up the “residence of the Repub-
lic,” Humble as my shelter was on that occasion
it had one attraction which i8 mever thoroughly
appreciated untfl'we have ceased to enjoy it—Ilb-
erty. In the midset of the so-called “bandits and
escaped negroes' my person and my profession
were sacred, and I was as free as the clrcnmstances
would permit. Indeed, th: only restraint of which
1 could complaln was tmposed by nature. On all
sldes the Juxuriant forests tempted the en-
terprising spirit to wander amid tropical
glories, but the amusement could only be enjoyed
by those who had the beneflit of & forest edueation,
and was therefore beyond my poor acquirements.
Although I had the leeling of liberty in fts widest
sense, the physical obstacles kept me in some sort
& prisoner during my stay in Cuba Libre, but at
least the moral atmoephere which I breathed was
redolent of freedom, All that |s now changed, and
for the blue skies, and the ever changing shadows
among the trees, the soit forest twillghts, and the
gorgeous noonday glories, I must needs content
myself with gasing on four white walls, and con-
sole myself with an occasional glimpse of Heaven's
vault caught through the bars of my cell window.
This unpleasant transformation I8 due to the
machinstions of the wicked Spanish falry who
rules over these parts, and to the confiding sim-
pllcity of the HEraLD Special Commissioncr, In
erder to save my friends the trouble of discovering
the Jatter fact 1 think It better to confess my error
at once and plead with public opinion for parden,
My fault was the fauit of a generous, if somewhat
ansophisticated mind. Notwithstanding all 1 had
beard—and | heard enough to make the halr stand
on a timorous person's head, and to [reeze the
very currents of the heart—I trusted the Spanish
authorities. Following the system I have unlvers-
ally adopted since my arrival in this country, I re-
fused to believe the word of others, and wished to
test every statement by my personal experience,

CONFIDING IN SPANISH CHIVALRY AND HONOR,

When my intentivn to return to the Spanish
lines was first announced to the insurgent leaders,
and 1 declined to accept thelr offer to place me
salely in Jamaica, they looked at me in amazement,
82 one whom the gods had driven mad. “What,
trust yourself In the hands of the Bpanlards
they said; you will certalnly be assassinated.”
“That," I replied, ‘‘ls exactly what people said in
New York beiore I leit, and yet no one has inter-
fered with ine during my stay o the island, 1 do
Dot encertaln the same op of the Spaniards
that you do. If I did I would accept your offer and
RO L0 Jamalca, but a8 Ido not I will retarn to the
Spanish llnes.” This resolution of mine was received
with a general shaking of heads, and until the
moment I quit the Cuban forces ferever the chiefs
were never tired of warning me of the risk that I
would run of summary extinction as soon as the
Bpaniards had me lo their power. It s not every
man that I8 fool enough to make experiments with
his own person, and whatever merit may be due
to sublime folly ol that nature [ may falrly clalm.
Unfortunately for my own comfort I had read
“Don Quixote,” and it has been one of the
fllostons of my life that some tincture of the
chivalry of that noble ass wns handed down
%0 the Spaniards of the present day. Sac-
nifieing  prudence, common sense and the
univeraal experience of those with whom
I had come Into contact to this pet theory, 1 left
the Cuban encampments, and at the risk of my life
penetraled the Spanish lines, arriving safely to the
town of Manzanilo, and presenting myself to the
British Uonsul without any one in town having the
slightest ldea of the presence of the HERALD cor-
respondent,

THE PERILS OF THE OUTPOSTS,

At this polut let me pause to take breath. Ifs
man always und 1 the full danger of his nots,
how much some lUves would be changed! It 18
quite true that 1 had a vague leeling that, Ir
any of the patrols, or outposts made me pris
oner, 1 might be shot! Buat It was far irom
belng & conviction, EBome lurkiog belief In the
clivalry theory npconsciously affected my resolo-
tion, and I hall poob-poohed the shooting idea
nnder any circumstances, I would be much more
herole to make the public belleve that 1felt assured
thal If taken by the cutposts | would be shot; but
it wounld pot be true, and it Is better to be on good
terms with ome's condclence than enjoy a hallow
reputatien for & valor whieh has wvo-cXistence,
Trained in the Libera!l opinions of reputdican En-
fope, | have an nlmost indestroctible falih
in  humanity, and It I8 aimost Iwapossible
for me to beldeve in wanton barbarity, or that men
wili slaughter for the plensure of slaying. Netwith-
standing this generous faith, 1t I8 sauisfactory to
me thot'the Spanish outposts took no notice of &
strange Iooking man that walked by them in the
open day, endeavoring to appear as unconcerned
&k pessitde, but whose heact, to use a popularism,
WAs In lus mouth, during & march of nearly three
leagues. There was

DANGER OF RRING STOPPED AT EVERY YARD
during that.morning’s walk, and oo one occasion,
when I suddenly cnwe on a soldier, who | think
waa on sentry, |felt myself disappear in my boots,
Of c¢ourse this Was not at all herovie, The
proper thing would have Dbeyn to examiue

my puse and fnd that 1t beat with
wonderful regularity; but the truth is, it did nof,
Not that on ordinary occasions 1would have been
alraid of this soldier or of any other, for | am not at
all wiling to admit this; but aiter all my bard-
shipa 1 felt that to ;all on this Iast step would have
been & bitter misfortune. However, the soldier
took no motice of me, and I pretended to take none
of him, and strode along until an infernal cur dog
made & ferpeious demoustiration of attacking me,
This drew the attention of & number of mobiliged
yolunteers on me, hut fortunately one of them
called off the dog and I proceeded In peace, My
next source of fright were the groups of worthless
two-legged curs loaflug @bout the dram shops
waiting for thelr “morning,” and if I had pos-
sessed a magbificent wand I weuld have turned
them lnto London ckb nags: bul as Lhis supernatu-
ral power was not mine I avoided as much a8 pos
sible these groups, and after a series of mig-zugs
reached the harbor, where I had been Informed the
oitice of the British Vice Consul was situated.
THE SHADOW OF TUR BMITIEH FLAG.

Groups of Custom House oMclals were engaged
overseelng the discharges of toe two or three mel-
ancholy looking vesseld - moored at the long
wharves, and as I passed by they luoked at
me in o lamy, y kind of fasblon,
but without interfering with my progress or asking
any questions. Not that they were very busy, for
it appeared to me' that there were more ofiicial
superintendenid than there were workers, A few
minutes- later the harbor of refuge was reached,
and: L read the worda of salvation, “British Viee
Capsulate,” with more pleasure than I ever read
auy snnopnogment of she kind before.
p 1+ PHB BRITISH CONSUL AT MANZANILLO,.
< My, Wilam Lauten, the representative of the
power and majesty of Great Britain, was In his
ofice, and on my inquiring for the Consul,
a large, grave-looking man, somewhat resembling
Kaiser William, informed me In English, but with
n nslight German accent, that he was that
dignitary. Haviog explained to him that
1 was fAravelllng with a British pass-
port and that I wanited my papers
arrangedl to ‘emnble me to proceed to Ha.
vans, 1 handedl him my passport and also my
cedula, Informing him that I was the speecial cor-
respondent of the NEwW YORK HERALD and that I
wished him to accompany me to the Governor of
the town, to whom i\ was my intention “to pre-
sent mysell."” Mr. Lauten replied that he thought
there would be o difieulty ; saying thas he would
first present my papers, and that if the Governor
should desire to see me we wonld afterwards go to
gee him together, With this understanding we
separated, Mr. Lauten advising me to take up my
quarters in the Caballo Blanco until noontime,
when the Havana steamer would arrive.

REPLENISHING A DILAPIDATED WARDROBE,
As I had arrived from the manigua without any-
thing that could stand in the place of & wardrobe,
und the clothes I wore bore patent evidence of my
travels in Cuba Libre, my flrat care waa to visit the
various shopes of the town in order to modify, as
much a8 pessible, my eostume, #0 a8 to look as
much llke the rest of the Inhabitants as possibie. A
snirt collar 4t one place, a hatin another, and a few
other trifiea of this nature, combined with a bar-
berising, puccecded in restoring me to the dead
level of & more eivillzed human being.
THE CABALLO BLANCO AT MANEANILLO,

1 was congratulating myself on the transforma-
tion when lcame insight of the lamous “Cabailo
Blanco,” which pr ted the appearance of one
of those dirty dram shops which oue maets with
in the poorest quarters of French townsa. There
was & small bar and a very large billard table,
with a coupie ol greasy looking marble tablea oc-
cupying the space between. Although it was not
much past seven o'clock A. M. & number of Span-
ish oMcers were deeply occupled In their usual in-
tellectual exercise of making the lttie ivory balls
strike one against another. o see the joy spread
over the faces of these bearded men at a more
than wusually Iucky stroke, one would natu-
rally doubt that persons who pass whole
days In fuch innocent amusement conid be capable
of committing deliberate crimes agalnst humanity.
Such sportive joy appeared imconsistent with a
disregard for the rights of & stranger such as
weuld not be shown by a savage tribe in Africa.
Encouraged by these delusive appearances the
HERALD correspondent entered the Cuballo Blanco
with that confidence which 18 the sorrowiul
heritage of the lngennous.
A BOMBSHELL IN A GROUP OF BPANIBH OFFICIALS.

The effect of my appearance was electric. Every
eye was turned on the intruder in a flercely in-
quisitive manner, The signs of good nature apd
innocent contentment disappeared like magie,
and I found myseif the centre of observation of
various groups of scowling pandours. Even the
loved billlard balls were neglected for a moment
and 1 was Inspected with unpleasant minuteness.
The situation was a trylng one. A person of more
perve than I lay clalm to might well confess
to & ocertaln palpitation of the heart
under the hostile gaze of those terrible
Spaniards, It wae Impossible to retreat
without exposing onesell to annihilation,
80 [ advanced with what appearance of courage
and indierence I could muster to a table which
was unoccopled. Having knocked on the marble
surface peveral times without eliciting any re-
eponsge, 1 turned in the direction of the bar to see
why no ome was attending to me, The walters
were In & state of suspended animation in view of
the terrible aspect of the Seflores OMmales, and
were absolutely afrald to approach me. It was
evident that this would not do, so mustering the
small amount of courage left me, I knocked again
on the table vigorously and whistled for the walter.
Indignation overcame my natural timidity, and [
must have looked the impersonation of ferocity,
for the walter advanced in dounble quick time te
take my order. In the meantime I thooght 1 would
do a little of the Bombastes Furloso. Hall turn-
ing in the direction of a group of oMcers who
were presided over by a smali, black looking
man, with black beard and mustache, cut after the
fashlon of the Spanish muleteer, 1 looked as
flercely as I could. This person appeared the very
impersonation of “the terribly awful,” and 1 con-
fess to a feeling of satisfaction that It was daylight
and that 1 was the possessor of a revolver when 1
met bin withering glances, 1t {s even now a matter
of surprise that this terrible person did not cause
my death from fright; but the fates would have it
otherwise. As 1 looked at him steadily, and, 1
flatter myself, somewhat menacingly, this Don
Whiskerandos turned white and green and 1 know
not how many other colors. It was evident his
ferocity was rising to the extingulshing point, and
1 was thinking of consulting my safety in fight
when the portentous person of the British Vice
Consgul loomed In sight,

A VISIT TO THE GOVERNOR OF MANZANILLO,

This diversion gave me a momentary rellef, but
it was of short duration. An invitation te take
“the morning '’ was declined by the Consul, who
tnfermed me that the Governor was particularly
anxlous to see me. Don Whiskerandos was kKnown
to the Consul, and joined the party without any in-
vitation, sccompanying vs to the house of the Gov-
ernor, who was waiting to receive us, What a re-
ception! Seflor Don Aristides de Bantalls, a lleu-
tenant colonel |n the army and temporary Gov-
ernor of the town, Is a person above the mediom
heighi, and not at all ferocious In aspect, On
the contrary, being falr, with regular features,
he might clalm to be rather good-looking, If he
were #0 Inciined, Onmn presenting mysell to
this oMeial he looked at me with lofty severity.
“Your name is Jamea J. 0'Kelly, & newspaper cor-
respondent,” he said, In A tone of volce thet left
no doubt how the unfortunate 0'K. was regarded
by authority. Having confessed that I was guilty
of the name of 0'Kelly and newspaper correspond-
entism, 1 added for the Governor's information that
I had just arrived from the lnsurgent lines (campo
inaurrecto).

YTHEN YOU SHALL 60 TO THE yonrrt,'

replied the Spanish Aristides, drawing himsell up
10 s full height aond motionlog with bis hand In
the direction of Gerona, The aspect of the Gov-
arnor at thig moment recalied my boyieh notions
of Jupiter commanding the gods, and wid always
e associnted in my mind with the idea of the
sgrandly awtul." It 18 wonderful how much
human nature can bear, The scene o the
“Oubullo Maneo” had  almost used nup the
lagt shred of coursge wuleh [ possessed, but
this new outrage, iostead of killug me of

‘a8 it ought in mercy to have done, only gave
me cournge to suffer more. Indignanty with thia
Manzanillan Jove, I told him it “was well," for
which I hope to be forgiven, for it was one of the
blackest Mes 1 ever told in my 1ife.

THR SEIZURE OF PRIVATE NOTE BOOKS AND LETTERS,

No moklve was assigned for my arrest, and as |
bad heard £0 much about summuary executions
the thought came to me that it would Le well 10
gecure the notes and note books which Delonged to
Mr. Bennctt, by handing them over to the Yice
Comsul, The Governor inaisted that they should be
given to him. This I declined, and told hum that
he wouid have to take them by force. He assured
me that forae would be resorsed to, and despatched
Don Whiskerandos lor assistance. Under these
circumstances 1 gave up the note books, and all
other papers 1 had with me, among them a leiter
of courtesy from Carlod Manuel Cespedes
to Mr. Jamea Gordon Bennett, and another
letter to the same gensleman from Befor
Fornaris y Cespedes, one of the Seoretaries of the
Cuban Congress. On reflection the Governor said
‘ghe British Vice Consul could seal the papers, but
that they would remain in the bamds of the
suthorides,

A COOKTAIL WITH THE GOVERNOR.

Having descended to carth, “the grandly awml"
proposed adreink, and, having no objectlon, both
the Consul and mysell cemsented smilingly. 1
requested the Consul to telegraph |Immedi-
ately to the Briuieh Consul General the faeta
of my arrest, and the Governor promised that it
ghould be sent immedistely, & promise which he
did not consider himself obliged to keep. AR the
Spanish efMolals do not pay the slightest heed to
the representations of the consular agents, and
only allow them to telegraph just what is agree-
able to the Bpanish government, & man in my posk
tion has just the smount of advice ¢nd help from
the representatives of his government that the
people in power have chosen to permit. Bince my
arrest not a single telegram had been allowed to
pass unless it pleased the Governor, so that from
the beginning I nave abandoned any effort to make
known the true state in which 1 am placed.
This letter, though I have the right by
law to communicate freely, may nDever
reach Its destinution, even when every precaution
will be tasen to prevent it falling into the hands of
the authoritles. The forms of law to Which [ have
been pubjected are mere formalities, and my fate
is a8 absolutely in the lmnds of the Captain General
a# If he aisposed of me arbitririly. But I am antio-
Ipating.

FROM FRIENDLY DRINKS T) AN UNFRIENDLY DUN-
GEON,

As goon as the formulity of sealing up my papers
had been gone through, and the drinks ordered by
the Governor had been disposed of, 1 was conducted
by Don Whiskerandog ana another eflicer of the
army to my present place of abode, On Inquiry
1 found that Don Whiskerandos was captain of the
plaza, s kind of oficial combimng the duties of
policeman and alde-de-camp. After this person’s
conduct In the * Cabalio Blanco,” it 18 needless
to say that there were very fine compliments ex-
changed on the way to the fort. There are never
many people in the streets of a Spanish town, but
the few scattered groups on the principal square
through which we passed, and the inhabitanis on
the line of mareh, were evidently very much inter-
ested in the latest Spanish eapture. Most of the
inhabitants of Cuban origin belng connected with
the Insurgents, by blood as well as by sympathy,
naturally feel an Interest in all prisoners, which
they are very cureful not to manifest too openly,
for reasons best known to themselves, It I9 not to
be wondered at that my person wus scanned
eagerly from many & window, and that
every one Wwhe 'enconntered us did me the
honor to stare nt me as though I were a new spoci-
men belng conducted to a museum. Itis trylng for
a bashful man to be stared at so unceremoniously,
but somehow | went throngh the ordeal success-
fally. In all probability uncongciously, I felt my
vanity flattered at the unusual attention, the more
B0 08 & large part of the ofenders were ladles,

FORT OERONA AND ITS ACCOMMODATIONE,

Fort Gerona is an Insignificant building in a com-
manding position on the immediate outskirts of
Manzanillo, It contains a governor, who I8 an
ofMeer in the artillery corps, and some ten artillery-
men, This force I8 strengthened by a detachment
of infantry, wnich Is changed every day. In this
country the fort I8 a place of Imporiance,
but some of oar folks would be inelined
to lnugh at the idea of calling such n place as thin
a fort. On my arrival | was handed over to the
Governor, and accommodated with a share of the
oalabozo. When I had time to look around, I
found that I had for companions another of the hu-
man species and several rabbils, The stench of
the place was horrible. A sorrowful impressi

your special correspondent. The data which
ought now to be in possession of the HERALD #e-
cures the interest of truth, even should your cor.
respondent be doomed to eternal stlence,
FIRST DAYS OF CAPTIVITY,

Shut off from communication with my friends for
the firét four days my position was far from re-
assuring. No notice was given me that the tele-

‘gram of the Vige Consul had been detained, and the

fallure to receive & reply from any quarter In-
creased my anxiety as to the meagures the authorl-
ties were prepared to’ take in my regard. Having
ventured to dely public opinion by arresting me
there was no longer any security that they would
not go farther to justify their Orst step. 1L
would be difMicult to cenvey to the minda of
people accustomed to the public administra-
tion of justice, and enjoying numberiess safe-
guards against the abuse of power, even 8
tuint ides of the mental sufering to which one who
Ainds himseif in the hands of men practically irre-
spongible may be exposed. All confidence In the
lpyalty and chivairy of Spanish oMcials had been
evaporated by the treatment to which I was sub-
lected at the Hme of my arrest and by the
napect of the men with whom I had come
Into contact, The extreme precautions taken
by the asuthorities lest [ should escape also
had the efféot of convincing me that my
cuse was serious. This conveys but & meagre
notion of my feelings to those who are unac-
quainted with Cuba and the manner in which a
war of muteal vengeanoce ls waged.
THE CHEAPNESS OF MUMAN LIFE IN OURA.

Here lile s no more considered than if {t were a
thing of no value, and under the pretence of ful-
fliling the law the most revolting severity s prao-
tised by the belligerenta, It Is true that I was not
i any way mixed up with the mutual slanghter
that goea on here unceasingly, but the same right
which juatified my arrest would easily excuse my
asgassination, Once a man a8 dead It I8 casy to
invent motives to justify his death, and what 1 had
#een of Consular representacion left me buot lttle
falth elther in it aMoacy or its disinterestodness,
Had 1 been ashot &t the outposts 1t 18
even popslble that mo one would have
heard of my death and I would have been
registered among the shades after the atereotyped
fashlon, “In uch A point & man fit to bear arms
wig killed by the troops,” That, in all probability,
would have beon the elegy of your apecial corre-
spondent. Knowing this, it 18 not surprising that
the first days of my prison life were days of suffer-
Ing and of terrivle anxiety. It is a theory of mine
thut most men die dravely when death I8 Inevita-
bie, but the bravest man will shrink from an
obscure and unhemored grave when no princlple
is Involved in his dying. To fall a victim to

THE SAVAGE PASEIONS OF BRUTAL BOLDIERS,

with the certainty that one's death will pass unno-
ticed and unavenged, I8 the saddest fate that can
present ltselfl to the jmagination of o human being,
It may ve thought thal these lears were exagger-
ated, All that I can say 18 that those who think so
ought to visit Cuba and mix among all classes, a8
1 have done; perhaps they would then find those
jears very natural. If the public are disappointed
that a HERRALD correspondent should “be subject
to fear” it is their fuolt, not mine. When I was
sent to this island It was not to be herole,
but simply v discharge the dutics of a
newspuper oorrespondent, examine into the
soclal and politieal  state of the c¢oun-
try, and alterwards make a8 clear a
report on the subject as my poor abllities would
allow. So far as the mission has depended on me
It has been completed, or rather 1t would now
bave bean completed if the Spanish asuthorities n
their wisdom had nol taken it into their heaas to
lodge me in this infernal fort, instead of permit-
ing me, lke sensible people, to go my way in
peace. In one of my former leiters 1 charsclerized
this (sland a8 the coontry of erogue-mitaines, and
here in my own person |8 an exceedingly appro-
priate lllustration of the truth of that state-
ment, In real Ufe & very Inoflensive and
unlmporiant persom, by the infuence of the
peculiar Cuban atmosphere my shadow has
been cast in the eye of authority immense and ter-
rible. It ls reasonable Lo suppose that the Spanlsh
government saw some danger in sllowing me to go
at Hberty, or they would not have mrrested me;
but thelr calculations are certainly very perverse,
for If 1 have the wish to Injure them I can work
with ten times the effeot In prison that I could
being at liberty. However, as the profession of a
JSrondeur, or propagandist, 18 not at all to my
taste, | prefer abandoning all the advantages of
political imprisonment for the more solid, il less
briilisnt, enjoyments of that editorial ehair, about
whose exlstence some of my critics pretend to be
Incredalous,

immediately took possession of my mind that in
case I escaped death from asphxyia I would cer-
tainly fall a vietim to the yellow fever, This con-
viction was o strong that I was debating with my-
gelf the advisability of making my will, but a little
reflection showed me that it was not worth the
trouble
AN IMPRISONED GENIUS.

Turning my attention to my companion in eap-
tivity 1 found that he was worth whiie studying.
1t would have been dificult at the first glance to
decide his nationality or vocation. He was of the
mongrel kind—a mixture of a navvy and an organ-
grinder. The head Italian, the paunch decldedly
British, and, taken all for all, not a bad specimen
of the biped kind. When I ixed my altention on
him he was seated on the wooden banquette before
& kind of stool, which, with the exception ofa
pettle-bed, was the oniy plece of furniture in the
cell. While I was still trying to make out what
manner of man he might ve, and what the chances
wera of his cutting my throat donng the night, if
he were so advised, he suddenly began to telegraph
In & most energetic gtyle. My curiosity belng
aroused, I approached him, and asked if he were
learning to be a telegraphist. He replied that he
wag, The {ce was now broken, and he showed me
an ingenious telegraphing machine which he had
construeted out of sundry pleces of zinc, brass and
wood, It worked admirably, and my fellow-
prisoner took immense delight in displaying his
dexterity as o telegraphlst, as well as the efMective-
ness of his macline, of which he was naturally
very proud. I found that he was a soldler of the
sanitary corps, and had been in prison more than
slx months on the charge of having committed a
forgery. No doubt, in the minds of intelligent
Spanish ofMicers, the companionship reemed quite
appropriate. Indeed, 1t is not certain that they
did not think & lorger too good an associate for &
newspaper correspondent,

THE SWASHDUCKLERS IN SPANIERN UNIFORY,

These *Yllustrious’ swords, as Castelar lroulcally
calls them, hate nothing so much as & newspaper,
except the writers, and would willingly employ
their “illustrions’ blades in wiping the editorial
cluss out of existence. The sense of thelr impor-
tance ouly seems to aggruvate them, for they feel
that the wounds of & pen are incarable. These
men, wiose swords are fer auction, hate corre-
spondents and editors the more Intensely because
they know that the ‘‘lliustrious’’ swords are pow-
erless agninst the force of an idea. Hefore 1 had
crogsed the Spanish Wnes, and while they im-

agined that 1 did mot understand the
value of tneir “illustrious’ swords, these
men protested a love and reverenee for
the press, and a desire for light on this

Cuban questlon, which might have persoaded a
person less credulous then Iam. Now, however,
that they imagine I am the repository of the secret
histary of these Cnban campalgns, about which we
have heard so much exaggeration and bombast on
both sides, they wonld willingly quench the light
with my bleod. There are exceptions, honorable
exceptions; but the hatred of the Mght ls pretty
general  Oune fellow, who disgraces a soldler's
uniform, told me that he thonght | was much worse
than an lnsurgent chief, the iogical conclusion being
that | ought to be treated accordingly. However,
it 18 very fortunate for me that there are other con-
siderations to be taken Into account us well as the
wigties and passions of the “lllustrious” swords
and their jackals, the volunteers,

FUTILITY OF AN ATTEMPT TO0 SUI'PRE4S INFORMA-

TION,

Whether or not the force of the public opinion of
the workd will be strong enough to reicase me from
my prison I know nut; but | am cerisin that all
the ilimstrions swords of Spain cannot keep secret
one wia of toe true conditiou of Uuba as known (o

BHORT: TED POLICY OF SPANISH OFFICIALS,

Some bodies politic are wise enough to desire ar-
dently the conversion of enemies [nto friends, but
the military olgarchy that, unfortunately for
themselves and fer Spain, rule the destinles of
Cuba, seem determined to foree well-dispesed nen-
trals Into a position of nostility, When on my ar-
rival in this country, in order to prevent miscon-
ception of the motives of my voyage, I professed &
love for old Spain, I stated only what every
one who knows me knows to be true;
but mnow, whem & contrary coniession
18 decidedly more dangerous than i1t wounld have
been in the beginning, 1 must say that my opinions
and my leelings have undergone considerable
modification, The more that Is =een of Spanish
government the less one likes It. My experience
has been sufficient to disenchant me of many ab-
gurd prepossessions (n its favor, Under the pre-
tence of fulfilling the law since my arrest 1 have
heen mystified and terrorised in & way that, for
the sake of common humanity, I hope wonld be
umpessible ln any other country pretending to be

clvilized.
A BRIRF CHANGE IN JAILER3.

On my third day in prison there was an encoun-
ter with the Insurgents somewhere in the neigh-
borhood. This news was withheld from me hy
order, but leaked out bit by bit. My first observa-
tion that something unusunl had happened was
founded on the temporary withdrawal of the
regular soldiers from the lort, which was occupled
for one day by the velunteers. These gentry did
not fall to mark their lttie [(riendship for me n
every way In which they dared te manifest their
feellngs, It was, therefore, with something ke
rellef that T saw myself again under the guardian-
ghip of the regular soldiers, who, having buried
their dead comrades, came back to town Lo awalt
their turn to be slaughtered by the bullet or
wasted by disease, It I8 Impossible not to
feel sympathy for these poor dupes, who
bleed and sufMér for the exaggerated ambition of
others. In the main they are good-hearted, simple
and stupid, wonderfully obedient and passably
brave. It has always been a pugzie to me why so
many men whom nature intended only for minding
sheep should have the pretention to don a soldler’s
uniform, in which they appear as much out of place
a8 would an ass In & llon's hide. Bual human
nature s Ml of contradictions, and those peo-
ple for the most part, while liking the solaler's
clothes, dislike infinitely the hardships and dungers
of & soldier's lfe,

A MODERN COURT OF INQUISITION.

1 had searcely been reassured for my immediate
gafety by the return of the regular troops when an
ineident occurred that threw me again (nto
the greatest uncertalnty as to my proba-
ble fate. Om  the evening of the fourth
day of my Incarceration I was preparing
to seek forgetfulness of my troubles In sleep
when the cell door suddenly opened and the cor-
porsl of the guard erdered me, In A peremptory
tons, “to pass this way." 1wasalready In disha-
bitle, but, notwithstanding, I obeyed the order of
the corporal.  On reaching the door I percelved
that there were a number of oMcers walting out-
giie, and not wishing to appear bare headed belore
these gentry | retorned to my ceil to seck my hat,
1 was then oonducted (nto & small room
adjacent to the one 1 occupled, where 1
found three oMcers in Mmil uniform snd a civilian
walting to receive me, 1t was already dark, and
the room was lghted by a small lamp placed on
the tavle belore one of the billcers, who appeared
o periorm the dutles of & secretary. There was
gomething spiritual in the uncertuin glimmering
of that Jamp. The assistants were hall in shadow,
and the soene full of mystery and gloom. The
effect on my imagination was terrific; all the
ptories ol gecret murders and asvessiontious that

Ihad heard from the moment of my arrival In
Cuba rushed into my mind, and I saw myself

A VICTIM TO THE VENGEANCE AND HATRED OF THE
AUTHORITIES,

A few days before I had learned practically what
men mean when they talk of militury law aud mill-
1ary justice, and certainly the prospect of belng
iried by o military tribunal was not reassuring. It
would be dicult, 1f not absolutely umpoesible, to
glve anything like an ides of the leelings of the
Grat moments in which I found myself so suddenly
and unexpectedly before a court martial. A small,
Wiry man, nervous in expression and movement,
sharpin feature and evidently possessing more
than the average mtelligence of Bpanish oMeers,
aRdressed me in Spanish, informing me that he
was the flical appointed by the Captain General to
examine me as to the causes of my arrest,
and that the other persons present were the secre-
tary and two interpreters appolnted tw assist me.
This was repeated, for form's sake, by one of the ln-
terpreters, in English. In the meantime I had
leisure to examine the *court" with more atten-
ticn. The fiscal wore the uniform of & major, and
his quick, iinpatient action and habit of speaking,
as well a8 hia close eropped, iron gray hair, gave
him more the appearance of a Frenchman thun of
& Bpamard. Nelther of the interpreters spoke Eng-
lish very fluently, or understood it very profoundly,
although the clvillan, whom I arterwards learncd was
TAE ALCALDE OF MANZANILLO,
informed me that he had been seven years in the
United States. This person deserves more than a
passing notice. Much above the ordinary size, he
belongs to that class of ginnts who devote their im-
mense physleal strength to the useful employment
of gelling ribbons, ping and matters of that nature.
His whole person conveyed an ldea of the nobility
of soul naturally associated with his elevated pur-
#uit. He had been prosperous in life—that was in
evidence—and If things continue in the same road
for many yearda he may hope one day to
rival the celebrated Daniel Lambert. Such {8
the advantage of a qulet, if not a very
clear, consclence. Over a fat round face
of unusuial pallor plays a constant angelle
smile, typical of innocence and goodness
of heart, Notwithstanding these personal advan-
tages this good man fell under the suspleion of the
authorities as not having been able to resist the
temptation to turn an honest penny by selling sup-
plies to the insurgents at s good profit. His con-
mections were suapiclous, although Old Spain had
the honor of giving birth to this prosperous and
simpering Alcalde. Somehow the suspicions never
went to proef, and, a8 1a usnal In this changeable
clime, the saspected rebel of one day became the
devoted patriot of the next. It appeared to this
worthy that my arrest offered an easy and sale
way of exhibiting s devotlon to the Spanish
causeg, and during my various examinations beforo
the Figeal, he, on all occasions, endeavored to give
the most wunfavorable interpretations to what I said
In order to prove his patriotism. As soon as this
smiling personage had concluded speaking
REFUSAL OF THE PRISONER TO PLEAD,
Tinformed the Fiscal that 1 refused to take any
part in the proceedings untll my Consul was pres-
ent. This objection seemed to take them some-
what by surprise, but it was admitted, the Flscal
Informing me that I ¢ould not ecluim the presence
of my Consul as a right, but that in order to give
me more confidence in the good falth of the tribu-
nal he would notily the Consul to be present in
the morning. 1 confess that 1 felt relleved when
the sesslon came to an end. The impression made
on my mind by the whole proceeding was most un-
favorable. All the guarantees thal we are acouns-
tomed to look for in & court of law were absent.
Confined in & fort, surrounded by goldiers, no wit-
nesses allowed to be present, the refusal of
liberty of apecch, the semi-gloom of the room and
the secresy of the proceedings, all tended to re-
call memories of the barbarous ages. It wounld
have beew easy to imagine oneself before the judges
of the Inquisition—there was only need to intro-
duce the rack and to change the uniform of the
soldier for the frock of the priest. Iam not satis-
fled but that there were not more guarantees lor
the life and liberty of an accused man in the courta
of the Inquigition than are afforded by the military
courts maruial of the nineteenth century,
RE-ABSEMBLING OF TIE SECRET COURT,

Next morning the Court assembled early, Mr.
Lauten, the Viee Consul, being present.  After the
form of opening the Conrt 1 was asked my name,
country, age and religion, To this series of ques-
tions I replied by asking who were the persona
that made the inquiry. This information hav-
ing been given I asked whether tne tribunal was
military or civil in Its character. The Fiscal an.
gwered that it was military. I then, in the pres-
ence of the British Viee Consul, relused, as
the subject of an independent State, to ac-

knowledge the Jjurisdiction of a military
court. 1 was proceeding to offer further
reasons In &  short @speech which 1

had sketched ont In the morning, when I was gud-
denly stopped by the Fiscal, who informed me that
1 was to auswer categorically his guestlons, and
not to enter Into any inconvenlent discussions,
He then read for me a portion of some regulations
in which he warned me that my conduct would be
prejudicial in case 1 continued to
DENY THE AUTHORITY OF THE COURT.

Notwithstanding this warning I persisted In my
refusal, and, after & number of formalitles, the
Court adjourned. One ndvantage derived from
these legal proceedings was the removal of
absolute prohibitions to communicate with
the outer worla. Permission was given to
renew my wardrobe, which was sadly In need
of being renewed. In these circumstances | have
to thank Mr. Lanten, the British Vice Consul, for
the prompt and generous wiky in whilch he placed
s services and fonds at my disposition. With
clean underclothing came other reforms scarcely
less desirable. My ingenlous iriend and the rabbits
were removed, and the air of my cell had become
more purified, or else I bad become more used to
it. Since then, however, the telegraphist has been
sent back, and tho resnlt 18 that I am not for an
Inatant, day or night, free jrom the most minute
supervision,

A NTUAT OF EXCITEMENT.

The night of my refusal to acknowledge the mill-
tury court 1 was alarmed by the frightful nuise
made by the seldiers after I went to bed. Truly
the thought came to me that my last hour had
arrived, and in order to receive the expected notl-
fication of my execution with becoming dignity I
got up and dressed myself. The tramp of seldiers,
the rattle of grounding arms and the clanging of
swords on the paved court continued ior a long
time, during which I suffered the most terrible sus-
pense. No reply had come to my telegrams or let-
ters, though five days had passed, and
1 felt mssured that If the pDews of my arrest
had been communicated o the  Britlsh
Consul  General or the  representative
of the Herarp in Havana that I would pot have
been left without some word. It was only nataral
that my first fears should return with renewed
force. The temptation to go to the door te learn
the cause of the nnusual movement was very
great; but as I was unwilling to give to my jallers
the satisiaction of witnessing my anxiety 1 lay
down on the bed to walt the result, There the dea
ol belng ahot, without the power of communi-
cating with my Ifriends, slaughtered like & sheep
without the power or the means of resistance,
causcd me to puss hours of bitter anguish. How 1
cursed my foollsh comfidence in the honor and falth
of Spanish oflicials ! 1 would nave given all I pos-
#cased in the world to be
A HUNDRED YARDS FROM THH BPANISH OUTPOSTS

WITH A RIPLE IN MY HAND&
This, T admit, was not herolc, bat It was human,
and though 1 risk destroying whatever reputation
for valor 1 may have acquired, It {8 more honorable
to my mind to speak the truth than to bulld up a
false reputation, which in after life would be to me
W source of constant self-reproach. One of the
least pleasuradle subjects of refection 18 & military
sxecution, when one¢ has reasom to fear
that be may be the central figure in the

picture that  presents  (tself to the mind.
Next to belng shot  the least enjoyable
thing that 1 know s to Imagine that

one may be subject for target practice; but this is
one of those truths that can only be known to &
select lew who have the distinetion to pasa through
the experience and survive It Still, when one
finds himsell exposed to this risk, although i1t is an

uupieasant gubject—or, rather, because It 8 so—

the mind of the unfortunate obstinately centros iy
all the detalls of the socne, which |8 presented to
the imagination with terrible distinctness,

A SHORT BWRIFT 1N CUBA LINRE,

In my case this tendency was aggravated by res
cent eventa, Among the insurgents Was & pris«
oner whose only crime, so far a8 [ know, was that
of being & BSpanish soldier or offlcer. Ha
had been placed on trial before =
martial, and 1 had gseen him conduct
ing his defence as [ passed by the
point on my way to take a bath in & river close by.
Half an hour Iater, leaving the bath, I wasd
startled by the report of firearms, which 'was fole
lowed by the heart-rending shricks of women. For
& moment [ thonght the camp had heen surprised 3
bnt as the fring ceased with the one volley, thosa
who were bathing with me informed me thas in sl
probabllity the court martial had sentenced the
prigoner to death and he had been immediately
execnted, The shock of that event had beem
pevere, It was not the first death by bullets
among the Insurgents durlog my stay with them,
but it was the one that made me feel
most keenly the terrible state of socioty lnto which
1 had been thrown. All my previons ideas of the
sanoctity of Itde and the protection of the law wera
annihilated, and 1 had come to recognize that force
wus the only law which could impose respect for
right or life in this Island of Cubs. With hese (ms
preasions (reah and vivid in my mind It i8 soarcely
surprising that 1 fell asleep wondering why men
who are shot fall forward, and if I should furnish
an exception to this general rule.

A SUSPENSION OF PROCEEDINGS.

Next morning, huving somewhat recovered from
the depression o1 spirits in whieh T had been for
rome days, I wrote n letter to the Vice Consul,
asking him to sce the Tiscaland request him ta
suspend further proccedingsa until a reply came
ta & telegram which 1 desired to be senf
to Mr. Dunlop, the British Conaunl General in Cubag
requesting him to obtain my removal to Havana
for trind. The Fiscal sent me back word that
wounld awalt the reply, and nothing was done ti
nexs day, when the Court reassembiled, although
no repiy had been recelved to my telegram, Even
now there Is no certainty that this telegram hod
been dellvered, as no acknewledgment of (ta res
celpt has come elther by telegraph or by mall.

VIOLATING TITE HERALD CORRESPONDENCE,

On the reassembling of the Court en the fth of
April I was surprised to find that Mr. Lauten, tha
British Vice Consul, appeared as witness in the
case, I wished to protest, but was ordered to re-
main silent, and the Piseal farther forbade any com-
munlcation between me and the representative of
my Government. The Vice Consul, under protest;
then recognlzed the packet of papera which I had
delivered to him as my propersy, and the Fiscal in
a theatrical fashion broke the cover, saying that 1§
the English government protested that Le, as
Judge, would assuine the responsibility of hia act.
It wal dificult to refrain [rom laughlng
at the flgure cut by tms official while, like
& modern Ajax, he wasa defying  thy
Britlan. thonder. In the packel were found
three note books, filled with netes concerning theg

state of Cuba, beoks and notes belng the property
of Mr, James Gordon Hennett, A letter from Ciar-
Ina Mannel Ceapedes and ona from Fornnris y Cegs
pedes, one of the secretaries of the Cuban Camari,
addressed to Mr. Bennett, a list of women and chil=
dren whom the insargonta alleged to have heem
killed by the Spaniards in cold blood, and somns
unimpertant private papers, made up the contentd
of the packet. A8 It was necessary to have thg
notes translated Into Spanish In order to prepara
the chi agalnst me, the Court adjonrned unﬂ
1 was left 1n peace to ruminate over the beauties
Bpanish justice,
NEWS FROM FRIENDS AT LAST.
The firat anawer to any of my commimicationy
eame from the Consulate at Santlago de Cul
where the news of my arrest had hovn recelved v
days after the first telegram, This is & sample
the freedom of eommunication that has been per-
mitted me, and the ldeas of justice and falr play
entertained by the people in whose hands | have sa
confidingly placed mysell. Had I been less credu-
Ious, or more #o, | would have taken the advice of
the Cubana and proceeded to Jamaiea. However,
regrets are useless. Hesldea there Is & litte
secret hhwerz attached to the wmm-“:g
which decided me not to place myself entirely
the hands of the insurgents. It appears very
strange that communicailons which | sent by
npecial agents have never reached the AEnaLp, for
a4 [ have heard nothing of them, I assame that
they never reached. This circomatance strikes ma
as very suspleious, because the messengers wora
thoroughly reliable, and If the communications ing
question have not arrived they must have beem
8t by Interested parties, t present 1 am
completely In the dark, but as soon us Mr. Prieq
arrives I will know better what to thunk about the
spparent misearringe. Thers are a great many'
things which I have to say that 1 camnot sy now
leat reasons  for saylng Lthom should
be misnnderatood. In one of my first letters th
bellef was expressed that it was almost impossibl
to write the whole truth without offending bothy
tics, and I am now more than ever convinoed
hat to write about this Cuban question one re-
quires to be absolutely free from cven the sus-
pleion of being infuenced by either aide.
A RES0RT TO PERJURY,
On the Bth of April I was agnin brought out of
my cell at the command of authority to take
in & most disgraceinl farce, Up to thia date
feared the vengeanca of the anthorities, bnt

did  not belleve them capable of  de-
scending to contemptlble means to ex-
cuse  whatever actlon they may p

againat me. When my cell door opencd 1 saw

number of civillans ranged In the courtway, an
while I was pnssl!n5 my brain to imazine what
these people had to do with me, the Fiscal told me
to take off my hat, and afterwards my cout. Als
thongh very much surprised and puzzled, 1 didas
Wis told. Twu then handed a hat and edat bhes
longing to another man, which, as directed, I put
on. Then the Fiscal ordersd ine to place myself
gmong the civillans and awalt the resalt, [ did so
and In an Instant after the door of the room ne:i
to my cell was opened carefmily, as If to allow t
fasne of & wild animal, Instead of & wild beast,
nun[nufr girl came ouf, and was immediately
requasted by the Piscal to recognize

THE “ENGLISIIMAN WHOM SHE HAD SEEN WITH OR3-

PEDES
in the camp of Panchulucas, in Cnba.' The whole
fmport of the farce was aL once evident. Never in
the grl's llle had ghe seen me with uanpmr-ai for [
had neither been to Panchulueas nor had 1 seen
Cespedes in that district of Caba. However, 18
was very eu{ to recognize me, For some dave
belore my attention had been drawn to an unusual
concouras of colored visitors in the fort, and even
if this had no Inflnence It |8 very easy to pick oub
an Irishman from any number of Cuban elvilians gy
besides, in thelr great hurey [ was placed in ling
with my slippers and blue Aannel trowsers, which,
taken together with & Cauban hat and & white coar,
must have presented a costame capable of attract-
ing the attention of even an Ignorant nlwr..
Three times the farce of uhanﬂml portiens of my
costume was gone throagh, and in order to make
assnrance mmlrl_‘ sure one of the oMclals entered
the room where the girl was confined each time
that a slight change of cos'nme was effected, mot,
of course, with the object of Informing her of the
change, in case she ahould be suMciently stupl
not to know me n—a stupldity so grea
that it passes bellef. 1 requeated to to be spare
this tarce, but the fiscal informed me that it wag
only a formality. Thid was not difficult fo believes
becausa so much as 1 have seen of thelr legal pro-
ceedings have been little more than the merest
formalities,
RECOGNITION OF THE SPANIEH TRIAUNAL.

Thia incident, however, had considerable n.
fluence in dauminln% me to recognize the mill.
tary court, In order to hasten the proceedings.
The conviction was forced upon me that | wag
compiletely in the power of the authorities, becan
If they cotld find a person willlng to swear that
had been In & t where ] never set my foot, {
was evident they could find others willing to sweag
whatever they thought pleasing to the authorities,
Under sach & system no man's e could be con.
sidered safe, and I thought the bess thing to be
done was to have the matter settled before ton
many aspiranta to the distinction of %erjm; could
have time to present themselves. 1, therelore,
made a pretty general statement, admiving shat,
as the HERaLD correspondent,

1 MAD ENTERED THE INSURGENT LINES,
visiten the camp of Calixto Garcia, Modesto Dias,
and other chiefs, a8 well aa *the residenee of tha
republio, an occupant, Carlos Maouel Ces-
pedes.’’ Since then I have enjoyed more liberty gl
& relative kind, and am to a certadn extent Iree

petty annoyances.
PROSPECT OF A PROTRACTED IMPRISONMENT.
It has been hinted to me that the papers In my

case will leave by the steamer to-day, and when
the authonties in Havana have pe them,
ﬂ!es will deciae woat disposition will ba
made (n my case. From this It I8 evi
dent that 1 mhall be here for muny days
yet, Unlortanately the position is not favorable jot
writing, and for ressons easy to wctare, [ da
not make much use of mlv pen. is morning,
however, it atruck me that [t would be a good Ides
to try what was the value of the ireedom of coms
mn;{mnon which the Iaw secures me, as [ar ag
the statutes can secure l-ﬂ!'ﬂﬂﬂl'- As to m{{ﬂ‘tum
1 have no idea what the people In power & of
doing with me, No word has come the Aritish
Consnl General that would enable me to form an
opinion on the matter, whichis to me of the utmost
{mportance. Some four or {ive days must e
before the Captain General can declde on
course of action, aud If no help comen from Mad
before then | may uance
of an imprisonment which is for me moss irry

and ineonvenient.  In the letters and tele

sant from here the necessity of nmm the ma

in Madrid nas been constantly | on, and une
{oas the republican government |8 as stapid as the
suthorities here the wifair ought now to have beex
arranged, If my cowmunicatioLd are aldowed W
Puss,
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