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There is no need oi apology for a high-sounding
address in beginning this letter. When last I bad
the pleasure of sending a few hurried lines to the
Heuald I was seated in one of the leaf-covered
bats which made «P the "residence of the Repub¬
lic." Humble as my shelter was on that occaM.o
It had one attraction which Is never thoroughly
appreciated until we have ceased to enjoy It-lib-
erty. In the midst of the so-called -bandits and
.scaped negroes" my person and my proleunlon
were sacred, and I was as free as the circumstances
would permit. Indeed, tin only restraint ofwhich

I could complain was imposed by nature. On all
¦ides the luxuriant forests tempted the en¬

terprising spirit to wander amid tropical
EUrieB, but the amusement could only be enjoyed
by those who had the benefit of a forest education,
and was therefore beyond my poor acquirements.
Although I had the leellng of liberty In its widest
¦ense, the physical obstacles kept me in some sort
a prisoner during my stay In Cuba Libre, but at
least the moral atmosphere which 1 breathed waa
redolent of freedom. All that Is now changed, and
lor the blue skies, and the ever changing shadows
among the trees, the solt forest twilights, and the
gorgeous noonday glories, I must needs content
myself with gazing on four white walls, «>dcon-
aoie myself with an occasional glimpse of Heaven s
vault caught through the bars of my cell window.
This unpleasant transformation is due to the
machinations of the wicked Spanish fairy who
rules over these parts, and to the confiding sim¬
plicity of the Hbrau> Special Commissioner. In
order to save my friends the trouble of discovering
the latter ract I think It better to confess my error
at once and plead with public opinion for pard.n.
Mv fault was the fault of a generous, ir
unsophisticated mind. Notwithstanding all I had
beard.and I heard enough to make the hair stand
on a timorous person's head, and to Ireese the
tery currents of the heart-I trusted the Spanish
authorities. Following the system I have univers¬
ally adopted since my arrival In this °°untr*' *r®*
fused to believe the word of others, and wishe
lest every statement by my personal experience.

CONFIDIHO IN SPANISH CHIVALRY AND HONOR.
When my intention to return to the Spanish

lines was first announced to the insurgent leaders,
and I declined to accept their offer to place me
.aleiy in Jamaica, they looked at me 'namazemen ,

as one whom the gods had driven mad. What,
trust yourself in the hands of the Spaniards V
they said; jou will ccrtalnly be assassinated "

..That," I replied, "is exactly what people said in
New York beiore I lelt, and yet no one has Inter-
fered with me during my stay In the Island. 1 do
not entertain the same opinion ot the
that you do. If I did I would accept your offer and
go to Jamaica, but as I do not I will return to the
Spanish lines." This resolution of mine was receive
with a general shaking of heads, and until the
moment I quit the Cuban forces lerever the chiefs
were never tired of warning me of the risk that
would run of summary extinction as soon as the
Spaniards had me in their power. It Is not every
man that is fool enough to make experiments with
His own person, and whatever merit may be due
to sublime folly ol that nature I may fairly claim.
Unlortunately for my own comfort I had read
..Don Quixote," and It has been one of the
illusions of my life that some tincture of the
chivalry of that noble ass was handed down
to the Spaniards of the present day. Sac¬
rificing prudence, common sense and the
universal experience of those with whom
I had come Into contact to this pet theory* I left
the Cuban encampments, and at tne risk of my life
penetrated the Spanish lines, arriving safely in the
town of Manzanlllo, and presenting myself to the
British Consul without any one In town having the
¦lightest Idea ol the presence or the Hbrai.d cor-

reapondent.
THK PBRIL9 OF THE OUTPOSTS.

At this point let me pause to take breath. If a
man always understood the full danger of his acts,
jiow much some lives would be changed! It «
-quite true that I had a vague Icel ng that if
oqw ol the patrols, or outposts made me pris.
oner, I might bo shot! But it w"8 far lro"1
toeing a conviction. Some lurking belief in the
chivalry theory unconsciously affected my "solu¬
tion, and I half pooh-poohed the shooting Idea
nnder any circumstances, it would be much more
heroic to make the public believe that I felt assured
that U taken by the outposts 1 would be shot ; but
it would not be true, and .t is better to be on good
terms with one's conscience man enjoy a hollow
reputation for a valor which has uo-existetce.
Trained In the liberal opinions of republican tn-
rope, I have an almost indestructible faith
ta humanity, and it is almost impossible
for roe to believe in wantou barbarity, or that men
wlU slaughter (or the pleasure of slaying. Notwith¬
standing this generms faith, it is satisfactory to
me tfcat- the Spanish outposts took no notice' or a
ntrange looking man that walked by them in the
open day, endeavoring to appear as unconcerned
as possltJe, but whoun hca: t, to use a popularlsm.
was in his mouth, during a march of nearly three
lcagtu>s. There was

DAjionn ok frino frroppsn at ktery yakd
during that-Biorning's walk, and oo one occasion,
when l sudd<Diy cauie on a soldier, who I think
was on sentry, 1 my*1" disappear in my boots. |
Of course this was not at all heroic. The
proper thing would have l*;u to examiuc i

®7 pum and And that it beat with
wonderful regularity ; but tbe truth is, it did not
Not that on ordinary occasions I would have been
alraid of this soldier or of any other, lor 1 am not at

all willing to aduiit this; but alter all my hard¬

ships I felt that to -all on this last step would have
been a bitter inis:ortiine. ilowever. the soldier
took no notice of me, and I pretended to take none

of him, and strode along until au internal cur dog
made a teroaous demonstration of attacking me.

This drew the attention of a number of mobilised
volunteers on me, but fortunately one of them
called off the dqg and I proceeded in peace. My
next source of fright were the groups of worthless
two-legged curs loafing about the dram shops
waiting for their "morning.'' and if I had pos¬
sessed a magnificent wand I would have turned
them Into London cab nags: butM this bupernatu-

Wa" DOt mlDe 1 ftvold«a much as poa-

'J6** ,fronp,,» un« after a series of slg-zuirs
reached the harhor, where I had been Informed the

of tlie Kritish Vice Consul was situated.
TH« SHADOW OF TUB BRITISH FtAO.

.ronpa of Custom House officials wore engaged
overseeing the discharges of tne two or three mel¬

ancholy looking vessels moored at the long
wharves, and as 1 passed by they looted at
me in a iasy, sleepy kind of fashion,
but without Interfering With my progress or asking
any questions. Not that they were very busy, for
It appeared to me that there were more official
superintendents than there were workers, a few
minutes later the harbor of refuge was reached,
and 1 read the words of salvation, "British Vice
Consulate," with more pleasure than I ever read
anj annonncemeut of the kind before.

TUB BRIT1SU CONSUL AT If ANZANILLO.

Iff. William Lauten, the representative of the
power and majesty of Great Britain, was in his
office, and on my inquiring for tbe Consul

a large, grave-looking man, somewhat resembling
Kaiser William, informed mo in English, but with
a slight German accent, that he was that
dignitary. Having explained to him that
I was travelling with a British pass-
port and that I wanted my papers
arranged to ennble me to proceed to Ha¬
vana, 1 handed him my passport and also my
c«lula, informing him that I was the special cor¬
respondent of the Nxw Yore Hkrald and that I
wished him to accompany me to the Governor of
the town, to whom it was my intention "to Dre-

| sent myseli." Mr. tauten replied that he thought
there would be no difficulty; saying that he would
first present my papers, and that if the Governor
should desire to see me we would afterwards go to
see him together, with this understanding we

separated, Mr. Laoten advising me to take np my
quarters In the Caballo Blanco until noontime
when the Havana steamer would arrive.

REPLENISHING A DILAPIDATED WARDROBE.
As I had arrived trom the manigua without any¬
thing that could stand In the place of a wardrobe
and the clothes I wore bore patent evidence of mv
travels In Cuba Libre, my first care was to visit the
various shops of the town in order to modify, as

much as possible, my costume, so as to look as
much like the rest of the inhabitants as possible A
shirt collar ait one place, a ha tin another, andafew
other trifles of this nature, ooinbined with a bar-
berising, succeeded in restoring me to the dead
level of a more civilized human being.

THE CABALLO BLANCO AT MANZAN1LLO.
I was congratulating ipyself on the transforma¬

tion when 1 came insight of the lamous "Caballo
Blanco," which presented the appearance of one
of those dirty dram shops which oue meets with
in the poorest quarters of French towns. There
was a small bar and a very large billiard table,
with a couple ol greasy looking marble tables oc¬

cupying the space between. Although it was not
much past seven o'clock A. M. a number of Span¬
ish officers were deeply occupied in their usual in¬
tellectual exercise of making the little ivory balls
strike one against another, lo see the Joy spread
over the faces of these bearded men at a mors
than usually lucky stroke, one would natu¬
rally doubt that persons who pass whole
days In such innocent amusement could be capable
of committing deliberate crimes against humanity,
ouch sportive Joy appeared Inconsistent with a

disregard for the rights of a stranger such as
wsuld not be shown by a «a%age tribe In Africa.
Encouraged by these delusive appearances the
Hkkald correspondent entered the Caballo Blanco
with that confidence which la the sorrowful
heritage of the lutrenuous.

A BOMBSHELL IN A UKOUP OF 8PANISH OFFICIALS.
The effect of my appearance was electric. Every

eye was turned on the intruder In a fiercely in¬
quisitive manner. The signs of good nature and
Innocent contentment disappeared like magic
and I round myseir the centre of observation of
various groups of scowling pandours. Even the
loved billiard balls were neglected for a moment
and I was inspected with unpleasant minuteness
The situation was a trying one. A person of more
nerve than I lay claim to might well confess
to a certain palpitation of the heart
under the hostile gaze of those terrible
Spaniards. It was impossible to retreat
without exposing oneself to annihilation,
so I advanced with what appearance of courage
and Indifference I could muster to a table which
was unoccupied. Having knocked on the marble
surface several times without eliciting any re¬

sponse, I turned in the direction of the bar to see

why no one was attending to me. The waiters
were in a state of suspended animation In view of
the terrible aspect of the Seflore* Official. and
were absolutely afraid to approach me. It was
evident that this would not do. so mustering tho
small amount of courage left me, I knocked again
on the table vigorously and whistled for the waiter
Indignation overcame my natural timidity, and I
must have looked tbe impersonation of ferocity
for the waiter advanced in double quick time to
take my order. In the meantime I thought I would
do a little of the Bombastes Purioso. Half turn-
lng in the direction of a group of officers who
were presided over by a smali, black looking
man, with black beard and mustache, cut after the
fashion or the Spanish muleteer, I looked as

fiercely as I could. This person appeared the very
impersonation of "the terribly awful," and I con
fess to a feeling of satisfaction that it was daylight
and that l was the possessor of a revolver when I
met his withering glances, it is even now a matter
of surprise that this terrible person did not cause

my death rrom fright; but the fates would have it
otherwise. As I looked at htm steadily, and I
flatter myself, somewhat menacingly this Don
Whlskerandos turned white and green and I know
not how many other colors, it was evident his
ferocity was rising to the extinguishing point, and
1 was thinking ef consulting my safety in flight
when the portentous person of the British Vice
Consul loomed in sight.

A VISIT TO TUB OOVKRNOR OP MANZANILLO.
This diversion gave me a momentary relief, bnt

It was or Hhort duration. An Invitation to take
" the morning " was declined by the Consul, who
Informed me that the Governor was particularly
anxious to see me. Don Wtiisk.crandos was known
to the Consul, and Joined the party without any In¬
vitation, accompanying us to the house of the Gov¬
ernor, who was waiting to receive us. What a re¬

ception Seflor Don Arlstldes de Han talis, a lieu¬
tenant colonel In the army and temporary Gov¬
ernor of the town, Is a person above the medium
height, and not at all ferocious In aspect. On
the contrary, being fair, with regular features,
be might claim to be rather good-looking. If he
were so Inclined. On presenting myself to
this official he looked at me with lofty severity.
"Your name Is James J. O'Kelly, a newspaper cor¬

respondent," he said. In a tone of voice that left
no doubt how the unfortunate O'R. was regarded
by authority. Having confessed that I was guilty
.f the name of O'Kelly and newspaper correspond-
entism, I added for the Governor's Information that

I had Just arrived from the Insurgent lines (oumvo
Insurrectn ) .

"THEN YOU SHALL 00 TO TIIB ROUT,"
replied f.hc Spanish Arlstldes, drawing himself no

to his full might and motioning witli bis lund In
the direction of Gerona. The aspect of the Gov¬
ern' r at this moment recalled ray boyish notions
of Jupiter commanding the gods, and wiU always
be associated In my mind with the Idea of the

"grandly awiuU'' It Is wonderful how much
human nuturo can bear. The scene In the
"Caitaiio Hlanco" had almost used np the
last shred of courage w:ilch I possessed, but
till* new outrage, instead of klliluir mo ott

as it ought in mercy to have done, only pave
me courage to suffer more. Indignant with thin
Manzanlllan Jove, I told him it "wub well," f»r
which I hope to be forgiven, for It was one of the
blackest lies I ever told In my life.
TI1E SEIZURE OK PRIVATE NOT* BOOKS AND LKTTKltS.

o inoilve was assigned for my arrcBt, and as I
ad heard so much about summary executions

Uie thought came to me that it would be well to

secure the notes and note books which belonged to
Mr. Bennett, by handing them over to the Vice
Consul. The Governor insisted that they should be
Riven to imn. ThlB 1 declined, and told him that
he would have to take them by force. He assured
¦e that loroe would be resorted to, and despatched
Don Whiskerandos lor assistance. Under these
circumstances I gave up the note books, and all
other papers I had with me, among them a letter
of courtesy from Carlos Manuel Cespedes
to Mr. James Gordon nennett, and another
letler to the same gentleman from Seflor
Kornaris y Cespedes. one of the Secretaries of the
Cuban Congress. On reflection the Governor said
the British Vice Consul could seal the papers, but
that they wot»ld remain in the hands of the
authorities.

A COCKTAIL WITH TUB GOVERNOR.

Having descended to earth, "the grandly awful"
proposed a drink, and, having no objection, both
the Consul and myself cense 11 ted smilingly. I
requested the Consul to telegraph Immedi¬
ately to the British Consul General the facts
of my arrest, and the Governor promised that it
should be sent Immediately, a promise which he
did not consider himself obliged to keep. As the
Spanish officials do not pay the slightest heed to
tbe representations of the consular ageuUs, and
only allow them to telegraph Just what ia agree¬
able to the Spanish government, a man in my posi¬
tion has Just the amount of advice and help from
the representatives of his government that the
people In power have chosen to permit, since my
arrest not a single telegram has been allowed to
pass unless It pleased the Governor, so that from
the beginning I nave abandoned any effort to make
known the true Btate in which I am placed.
This letter, though I have the right by
law to communicate freely, may never
reach its destination, even when every precaution
will be taken to prevent it falling Into the hands of
the authorities. The forms of law to which I have
been subjected are mere formalities, and my late
Is as absolutely in the hands of the Captain General
as If he disposed of me arbitrarily. But I am antic¬
ipating.
FROM FRIENDLY DRINKS TO AN UNFRIENDLY DUN¬

GEON.
As soon as the formality of sealing up my papers

had been gone through, and the drinks ordered by
the Governor had been disposed of, I waa conducted
by Don Whlskcraudos ana another officer of tho
army to my preseat place of abode. On Inquiry

I found that Don Whiskerandos was captain of the
plnza, a kind of official combining the duties of
policeman and aide-de-camp. After this person's
conduct In the "Caballo Blanco," it la needless
to say that there were very line compliments ex-

changed ou the way to the fort. There are never
many people In the streets of a Spanish town, but
the lew scattered groups on the principal square
through which we passed, and the Inhabitants on

the line of march, were evidently very much Inter¬
ested in the latest Spanish capture. Most of the
Inhabitants of Cuban origin being connected with
the Insurgents, by blood as well as by sympathy,
naturally feel an Interest in all prisoners, which
they are very careful not to manifest too openly
for reasons best known to themselves, it is not to
be wondered at that my person was scanned
eagerly from many a window, and that
every one who 'encountered us did me the
honor to stare at me as though 1 were a new speci-
men being conducted to a museum. It is trying for

a bashful man to be stared at so unceremoniously
but somehow I went throngh the ordeal success¬

fully. In all probability unconsciously, I felt my
vanity flattered at the unusual attention, the more
so as a large part of the offenders were ladles.

FORT GERONA AND ITS ACCOMMODATIONS.
Fort Gerona Is an Insignificant building In a com¬

manding position on the immediate outskirts of
ManzaniHo. It contains a governor, who is an
officer In tbe artillery corps, and some ten artillery¬
men. This force Is strengthened by a detachment
ol Infantry, which Is changed every day. In this
country tho fort Is a place of Importance,
but some of our ioIks would be inclined
to laugh at the idea of calling such a place as this
a fort. On my arrival I was handed over to the
Governor, and accommodated with a share of the
oalaixuo. When I had time to look around, I
found that I had for companions another of the hu¬
man species and several rabbits. Tho stench of
the place was horrible. A sorrowful Impression
Immediately took possession of my mind that in
case I escaped death from asphxyla I would cer¬

tainly fall a victim to the yellow lever. This con¬

viction was so strong that I was debating with my¬
self the advisability of making my will, but a little
reflection showed me that it was not worth the
trouble

AN IMPRISONED GENIUS.
Turning m.y attention to my companion In cap¬

tivity 1 lound that he was worth white studying.
It would have been difficult at the first glance to
decide his nationality or vocation. He was of the
mongrel kind.a mixture of a navvy and an organ-
grlnder. The head Italian, the paunch decidedly
British, and, taken all for all, not a bad specimen
of the biped kind. When I fixed my attention on

him he was seated on the wooden banquette before
a kind of stool, which, with the exception of a
settle-bed, was the oniy piece of furniture In the
cell. While I was still trying to make out what
manner of man he might be, and what the chances
were of his cutting my throat during the night, if
he were so advised, he suddenly began to telegraph
In a most energetic style. My curiosity being
aroused, I approached him, and asked if be were

learning to be a telegraphist. lie replied that he
was. The ice was now broken, and he showed me
an Ingenious telegraphing machine which be bad
constructed out of sundry pieces of zinc, brass and
wood. It worked admirably, and my fellow-
prisoner took immense delight In displaying his
dext«rlty as a telegraphist, as well as the effective¬
ness of his machine, of which be was naturally
very proud. 1 found that he was a soldier of the
sanitary corps, and had been In prison more than
six months on the charge of having committed a

forgery. No doubt. In the minds of Intelligent
Spanish ofllceis, the companionship seemed quite
appropriate. Indeed, It Is not certain that they
did not think a lorger too good an associate lor a

newspaper correspondent.
THE 3WA8IIBUCK LERS IN 8PANISTI rNIPOW.

These "Illustrious" swords, as Castelar Ironically
calls them, hate nothing so much as a newspaper,
except the writers, and would willingly employ
their .illustrious" blades In wiping the editorial
class out of existence. The sense of their impor¬
tance only seems to aggravate them, for they feel
that the wounds of a pen are incurable. These
men, wnose swords are for auction, hate corre¬

spondents and editors the more Intensely because
they know that the "illustrious'1 swords are pow¬
erless against the force of an Idea. Before 1 had
crossed tho Spanish lines, and while they Im¬
agined that I did not understand the
value of their "Illustrious" swords, these
men protested a love and reverence for
the press, and a desire for light on this
Cuban question, which might have persuaded a

person less credulous than I am. Kow, however,
that they Imagine I am the repository of the secrct
history of these Cnban campaigns, abont which we
bave heard so much exaggeration and bombast on
both sides, they would willingly quench the light
with my blood. Tnere are exoeptlona, honorable
exceptions; but the hatred of the light Is pretty
general. One fellow, who disgraces a soldier's
uniform, told me that he thought I was much worse
than an Insurgent chief, the logical conclusion being
that I ought to be treated accordingly. However,
It is very fortunate for me that there are other con¬
siderations to be taken Into account as well as the
wishes and passions of the "Illustrious" swords
and their Jackals, the volunteers.
FUTILITY OK AN AITEM IT TO SUITRESS INFORMA-

TION.
Whether or not the force of the pnbllc opinion of

the world will tie strong enough to reieasc me from
my prison I know not; but 1 am certain that all
the Illustrious swords of Spain cannot keep secret
one iota of toe true condition of Cuba as known to

your Bpeolal correspondent. The data which
ought now to be In possession of the Ukrald se¬
cures the Intereat of truth, even should your cor-
respondent be doomed to eternal Bilence.

FIK3T DATS OF CAPTIVITY.
Shut off from communication with my friends for

the lirrft four days my position was far from re¬

assuring. No notice was given me that the tele¬
gram of the Vloe Consul had been detained, and the
failure to receive a reply from any quarter In¬
creased my anxiety as to the measures the authori¬
ties were prepared to take In my regard, Having
ventured to dely public opinion by arresting me
there was no longer any security that they would
not go farther to Justify their first step. It
wonld be difficult to convey to the minds of
people accustomed to the public administra¬
tion of Justice, and enjoying numberless safe¬
guards against the abuse of power, even a
taint Idea of the mental suffering to which one who
finds hlmseif in the hands of men practically Irre¬
sponsible may be exposed. All confidence In the
Jpynlty and chivalry sf Spanish oltlcials had been
evaporated by the treatment to which I was sub¬
jected at the time of my arrest and by the
aspect of the men with whom I had como
into contact. The extreme precautions taken
by the authorities lest I should escape also
had the effeot of convincing me that my
case was serious. This conveys but a meagre
notion of my feelings to those who are unac-

qnaintcd with Cuba and the manner In which a
war of mutual vcngeance is waged.

TUB 0HBAPNB3S Of HUMAN LIFE IN CUBA.
Here llle Is no more considered than if It were a

thing of no value, and under the pretence of ful¬
filling the law the most revolting severity Is prao
tlsed by tho belligerents. It is true that I was not
in any way mixed up with the mutual slaughter
that goeB on here unceasingly, but the same right
which Justified my arrest would easily excuse my
assassiuation. Onoe a man is dead it is cosy to
Invent motives to Justify his death, and what I had
seen of Consular representation left me bnt little
faith either In its efficacy or its disinterestedness.
Had I been shot at the outposts it is
even possible that no one would have
heard of my death and I would have been
registered among the shades after the stereotyped
fashion, "In such a point a man fit to bear arms
was killed by the troops." That, In all probability,
would have been the elegy of your special corre¬

spondent. Knowing this, tt is not surprising that
the first days of my prison life were days of suffer¬
ing and of terrlDle anxiety. It Is a theory of mine
that most men die bravely when death Is inevita¬
ble, but the bravest man will shrink from an
obscure and unheaored grave when no prlnciplo
is Involved in his dying. To fall a victim to

THE SAVACJE PASSIONS OP BRUTAL SOLDIERS,
with the certainty that one's death will pass unno¬
ticed and unavenged, is the saddest fate that can
present itself to the imagination of a human being.
It may be thought that these lears were exagger¬
ated. All that 1 can say is that those who think so
ought to visit Cuba and mix among all classes, us

I have done ; perhaps they would then find those
lears very natural. If the public arc disappointed
thatuliKKAM) correspondent should "be subject
to fear" It is their fault, not mine. When I was
sent to this island it was not to be heroic,
but uiuiply to discharge the duties of a

newspaper correspondent, examine Into the
social and political state of the coun¬

try, aud afterwards make as clear a

report on the subject as my poor abilities would
allow. So far as the mission has depended on me
it has been completed, or rather it would now

have been completed if the Spanish authorities in
their wisdom had not taken it into their heads to
lodge me in this lufernal fort, Instead of permit-
intt me, like sensible people, to go my way in
peace. In ono of my former letters 1 characterized
this Island as the country of croqne-mttalnes, and
here in my own person is an exceedingly appro¬
priate Illustration of the truth of that state¬
ment. In real life a very inoflensive and
unimportant person, by the Influence of the
peculiar Cuban atmosphere my shadow has
been cast in the eye of authority Immense and ter¬
rible. It is reasonable to suppose that the Spanish
government saw some danger In aliowing me to go
at liberty, or thoy Would not have arrested me;
bnt their calculations are certainly very perverse,
for ir I have tho wish to injure them I can work
with ten times the effect in prison that I could
being at liberty. However, as the profession of a

frondeur, or propagandist, is not at all to my
taste, I prefer abandoning all the advantages of
political imprisonment for the more solid, if less
brilliant, enjoyments of that editorial chair, about
whose existence some of my critics pretend to be
incredulous.

BUORT-SinnTBD POLICY OP SPANISH OFFICIALS.
Some bodies politic are wise enough to desire ar¬

dently the conversion of enemies into friends, but
the military oligarchy that, unfortunately for
themselves and for Spain, rule the destinies of
Cuba, seem determined to force well-dlspesed neu¬
trals Into a position of hostility. When on my ar¬
rival in this country, in order to prevent miscon¬
ception of the motives of my voyage, I professed a
love for old Spain, 1 stated only what every
one who knows me knows to be true;
but now, when a contrary confession
is decidedly moro dangerous than it would have
been In the beginning, 1 must sav that my opinions
and my feelings have undergone considerable
modification. The more that Is seen of Spanish
government the less one likes It. My experience
has been Bufflcient to disenchant me of many ab¬
surd prepossessions In Its favor. Under the pre¬
tence of fulfilling the law since my arrest I have
been mystified and terrorised in a way that, Tor
the sake of common Immunity, I hope wonld bo
impossible In any other country pretending to be
civilized.

A BRIKF CHANUE IN JAILERS.
On my third day in prison there wati an encoun-

ter with tho Insurgents somewhere tn the neigh¬
borhood. This news was withheld from me by
order, but leaked out bit by bit. My first olmerva-
tlon that something unusual had happened was
founded on the temporary withdrawal of the
regular soldiers from the lort, which was occupied
for one day by the volunteers. These gentry did
not fall to mark their little friendship for me in
every way in which they dared te manifest their
feelings. It was, therefore, with something like
relief that I saw myself again under the guardian¬
ship of the regular soldiers, who, having burled
their dead comrades, came back to town to await
their turn to be slaughtered by the bullet or
wasted by disease. It Is impossible not to
feel sympathy for these poor dupes, who
bleed ami suiTer for the exaggerated ambition of
others. In the main they are good-hearted, simple
and stupid, wonderfully obedient and passably
brave. It has always been a puzzle to me why so

many men whom natnre intended only for minding
sheep should have the pretention to don a soldier's
uniform, In which they appear as much out of place
as would an ass In a lion's hide. But human
nature is full of contradictions, and those peo¬
ple for the most part, while liking the soldier's
clothes, dislike infinitely the hardships and dangers
of a soldier's life.

A MODKRN COt'RT OF INQUISITION.
I had scarcely been reassured lor my immediate

safety by the return of tho regular troops when an

incident occurred that threw me again into
the greatest uncertainty as to my proba¬
ble Cite. On the evening of the fourth
day of my incarceration I was preparing
to seek forgettalness or my troubles In sleep
when the cell door suddenly opened and the cor¬

pora of the guard ordered me, In a peremptory
tone, "to pass this way." I was already In aisha.

hill?, but, notwithstanding, I obeyed the order of
the corporal. On reaching the door I perceived
that there were a number of officers waiting out¬
side, and not wishing to appear bare headed before
these gentry I returned to my cell to seek my hat.
I was then conducted Into a small room

adjacent to the one I occupied, where I
louud three officers In fnll uniform ami a civilian
waiting to receive me. It was alreudy dark, and
the room was lighted by a sin, til lamp placed <>n
the table before one of the Mllcers, who appeared
to perform the duties of a secretary. There was

something spiritual In the uncertain glimmering
of that lamp. The assistants were half In shadow,
and the scene tall of mystery and gloom. The
etrect on my Imagination was terrific; all the
stories oi secret murders and asseasApatloua that

I had heard (torn the moment or my arrival In
Cuba rushed Into iny mind, and I Haw myseir

A VICTIM TO TI1K VBNOKANCK AND UATEKD OP THE
AUTIIOB1TIBH.

A few days before I had learned practically what
men mean when they talk or military law anu mili¬
tary justice, and certainly the prospect of being
tried by a military tribunal was not reassuring. It
would be difficult, if not absolutely impossible, to
give anything like an idea of the leelings or the
first moments In which I round myself so suddenly
and unexpectedly before a court martial. A small,
wiry man, nervous in expression and movement,
sharp in feature and evidently possessing more
than the average intelligence or Spanish officers,
asdressed me In Spanish, informing me that he
was the fiscal appointed by the Captain General to
examine me as to the causes of my arrest,
and that the other persons present were the secre¬
tary and two interpreters appointed to assist inc.
This was repeated, for form's Hake, by one or the in¬
terpreters, in Kngllsh. in the meantime I Had
leisure to examine the "court" with more atten¬
tion. The fiscal wore the uniform of a major, and
his quick, impatient action and habit of speaking,
as well as Ills close cropped, iron gray hair, pave
him more the appearance of a Frenchman than Of

a Spaniard. Neither of the interpreters spoke Eng¬
lish very fluently, or understood it very profoundly,
although the civilian,whom 1 aiterwards learned was

THE ALCALDE OP MANZANILLO,
Informed me that he had been seven years in the
United States. This person deserves more than a

passing notice. Much above the ordinary size, he
belongs to that class of giants who devote their Im¬
mense physical BtrengtU to the useful employment
or selling ribbons, pins and matters of that nature.
His whole person conveyed an Idea of the nobility
of soul naturally associated with his elevated pur¬
suit. He had been prosperous in life.that was In
evidence.and lr things continue In the same road
for many years be may hope one day to
rival the celebrated Daniel Lambert. Such Is
the advantage of a quiet, If not a very
clear, conscience. Over a fat round face
of unusual pallor plays a constant angello
smile, typical or Innocence and goodness
or heart. Notwithstanding these personal advan¬
tages this good man fell under the suspicion of the
authorities as not having been able to resist the
temptation to turn an honest penny by selling sup¬
plies to the insurgents at a good profit. His con¬
nections were suspicious, although Old Spain had
the honor of giving birth to this prosperous and
simpering Alcalde. Somehow the suspicions never
went to proef, and, as Is usual In this changeable
clime, the suspected rebel of one day became the
devoted patriot of the next. It aDpearcd to tills
worthy that my arrest offered an easy and Bale
way or exhibiting Ills devotion to the Spanish
cause, and during my various examinations before
the Fiscal, he, on all occasions, endeavored to give
the most anfavorable interpretations to what I said
In order to prove his patriotism. As soon as this
smiling personage had concluded speaking

KKFl'SAL OK TIIE PRISONER TO PI.KAD.
I informed the Fiscal that I refused to take any

part in the proceeding until my consul was pres¬
ent. riils objection seemed to take tliern some¬
what by surprise, but it was admitted, tho Fiscal
Informing me that I could not chilm the presence
of my Consul as a right, but that in order to Klvc
me more confidence In the good faith of the tribu¬
nal he would notify tho Consul to bo present lu
the morning. I con less that I lolt relieved when
the session came to an end. The impression made
on my mind by the whole proceeding was most un¬
favorable. Ail the guarantees that we are accus¬
tomed to look for in a court of law were absent
Confined In a fort, surrounded by soldiers, no wit¬
nesses allowed to be present, tho refusal of
liberty of speech, the semi-gloom of the room and
the secresy of the proceedings, all tended to re¬
call memories of the baroarous ages. It would
have been easy to Imagine oneself before the Judges
of the Inquisition.there was only need to intro¬
duce the rack and to change the uniform or the
soldier for the frock of tl»o priest. I am not satis-
fled but that there were not more guarantees lor
the life and liberty of an accused man in the courts
of the Inquisition than are afforded by the military
courts martial of the nineteenth century.

RK-ASSEMBLING OP TIIE SECRET COURT,
Next morning the Court assembled early, Mr.

Lauten, the Vice Consul, being present. Alter the
form of opening the Conrt I was asked my name

country, a?e and religion. To this series of ques¬
tions I replied by asking who were the persons
that made the inquiry. This Information hav¬
ing been given I asked whether tne tribunal was

military or civil In Its character. The Fiscal an

swered that it was military. I then, in the pres¬
ence of the British Vice Coiisnl, relused, a*
the subject of an independent State, to' ac¬

knowledge the jurisdiction of a military
court. I was proceeding to offer further
reasons in a short speech which l
had sketched out In the morning, wh3n I iras sud¬
denly stopped by the Fiscal, who Informed me that

I was to answer categorically hlB questions, and
not to enter into any Inconvenient discussions.
He then read for me a portion of some regulation'
In which he warned me that my conduct would b«
prejudicial In case I continued to

DENY TOE AUTHORITY OP THE COURT.
Notwithstanding this warning I persisted In my

relusal, and, after a number of formalities the
Court adjourned. One advantage derived from
these legal proceedings was the removal of
absolute prohibitions to communicate with
the outer world. I'ermlsslon was given to
renew my wardrobe, which was aadly in need
of being renewed. In these circumstances I have
to thank Mr. Laiitcn, the British Vice Consul, for
the prompt and generous way In which he placed
his services and funds at my disposition. With
clean underclothing came other reforms scarcely
less desirable. My Ingenious iricnd and the rabbits
were removed, and the air of my cell had become
more purified, or else I had become more used to
It. Since then, however, the telegraphist has been
sent back, and tho result is that I am not for an

Instant, .lay or night, free Irorn the most miuute
supervision.

a NMirr or excitement.
The night of my refusal to acknowledge the mili¬

tary court 1 was alarmed by tho frightful noise
made by the soldiers after I went to bed. Truly
the thought came to me that my last hour had
arrived, and in order to receive the expected noti¬
fication of my execution with becoming dignity I
got up and dressed myself. The tramp of soldiers,
the rattle of grounding arms and the clanging of
swords on the paved court continued lor a long
time, during which I suffered the most terrible sus¬

pense. No reply had come to my telegrams or let¬
ters, though five days had pa«sed, and
l felt assured that If the news of my arrest
had been communicated to the British

CfJ,»hUl » 0eneriU or lhe representative
of the Herald In Havana that I would not have
been left without some word. It was only natural
that my first fears should return with renewed
force. The temptation to go to tho door to learn
tho canse of the nnu.tual movement was very
great; but as I was unwilling to give to my jailers
the satisiactlon of witnessing my anxiety I lay
own on the bed to wait the result. There the idea

ol being shot, without the power of communi¬
cating with my friends, slaughtered like a sheep
without the power or the means of resistance,
caused me to pass lours of bitter anguish. How 1
cursed my foolish confidence in the honor and faith
of Spanish otllclals I I would have given all 1 pos¬
sessed in the world to Iks
A HUNDRED YARDS PROM THE SPANISH OUTPOSTS

WITH A RIPI.R IN MY HANDS.

Tbls, I admit, was not heroic, bat It was human,
and though I risk destroying whatever reputation
lor valor 1 may have acquired, It Is more honorable
t<> my mind to speak the truth than to build up a

false reputation, which In after lifo would be to uio

a source oi constant self-reproach. One of the
least pleasurable subjects of reflection Is a military
execution, whon one has reason to fear
tnat he may be the central figure In the
picture that presents Itself to the min.l
Next to being shot the least enjoyable
thing that I know is to imagine that
one may be subject for target practice; but this is
one of those truths that can only be known to a
select lew who have the distinction to pass through
the experience and survive it. still, when ouo
finds himself oxposed to this risk, although It is an
unpleasant subject.or, rather, bccause It hi so.

the mind of the unfortunate obstinately centre* U
all the details or the scene, which in presented to
the Imagination with terrible distinctness.

A SHORT SHRIFT IN CUBA LIBKE.
In nay ca*e this tendency was aggravated by re*

cent events. Among the insurgents was a prl»«
oner whose only crime, so far as I know, was thai
of being a Spanish soldier or officer. Ha
bad been placed on trial before a court
martial, and I had seen him conduct*
ing his defence as I passed by tha
point on my way to take a bath in a river close by.
Half an honr later, leaving the bath, I vu
startled by the report of firearms, which was fol«
lowed by the heart-rending shrieks of women. Pot

a moment I thought the cioid had been surprised j
bnt as the tiring ceased with the one volley, those
who were bathing with roe informed me that In all
probability the court martial had sentenced tha
prisoner to death and he had been Immediately
executed. The shock of that event had been
severe. It was not the first death by bullets
among the Insurgents during my stay with them,
bnt It was the one that made me feel
most keenly the terrible state of society into which
1 had been thrown. All my previous Ideas of tha
sanctity of llle and the protection of the law wera

annihilated, and 1 had come to recognize that force
wus the only law which could impose respect for
right or life In this Island of Cuba. With these tni«
pressions fresh and vivid In my mind It Is scarcely
surprising that 1 fell asleep wondering why men
who are shot fall forward, and if I should furnish
an exception to tills general rule.

A NU3VKN310N OP PBOCBEMMQ3.
Next rooming, having somewhat recovered from

the depression oi spirits In which I hart been foe
some days, I wrote a lettor to the Vice Consul*
asking him to s?e the Fiscal ami request him to
suspend further proceedings until a reply cam#
to a telegram which 1 desired to be MnV
to Mr. Dunlop, the British Consul Oeneral in Cuba,
requesting him to obtain ray removal to Havana
for trial. The Fiscal sent mc back word that ha
would await the reply, and nothing was done till
next day, when the Court reassembled, although
no rep.y had been reoelved to my telegram. Even
now there is no certainty that this telegram haa
been delivered, as no acknowledgment of Its ret

celpt has come either by telegraph or by mail.
VIOLATING TIIE HERALD CORRKSl'ONDENOK.

On the reassembling of the Court on the oth o|
April I was surprised to And that Mr. Lauten, tha
British Vice Consul, appeared as witness in tha
case. I wished to protest, bnt was ordered to re¬
main silent, and the Fiscal further forbade any com-
municatlon between me and the representative ol
my Government. The Vice Consul, under protest^
then recognized the packet of papers which I had
delivered to him as my property, and the Fiscal lit

a theatrical fashlou broke the cover, saying that U
the English government protested that he, aa
judge, would assume the responsibility of his act.
It was difficult to refrain from laughing
at the figure cut by this official while, Ilka
a modem AJax, ho waH defying the
British thunder. In the packet wore found
three note books, filled with notes concerning the
state of Cuba, book* and notes being the property
of Mr. James Gordon Hcnnett. A letter from Car¬
les Mannei Cespedes anrl one from Forntirls y Ce®»
pedes, ono of the secretaries of the Cnban Catnara,
addressed to Mr. Bennett, a list of women and chil¬
dren whom the Insurgents alleged to have been
killed by the Spaniards In cold blood, and soma
unimportant private papers, made up the content*
of thepucket. As It was necessary to have tiie
notes translated Into Spanish In order to prepara
the charges against mo, the Court adjourned, ami

I was left in peace to ruminate over the beauties of
Spanish Justice.

NEWS PROM PRIENPS AT LAST.
The first answer to an? of my communication)

came from the Consulate at Santiago de Cuba,
where the news of my arrest had boon received live
days after tho first telegriim. Tills Is a sample ol
the freedom of communication that has been per¬
mitted me, and the Ideas of justice and fair play
entertained by the people in whose hands I have so
confidingly placed myseir. Had I treen less credu¬
lous, or more so, I would have taken the advice oi
tha Cubans and proceeded to Jamaica. However,
regrets are useless, besides there Is a little
secret history attached to tbe circumstance
which decided me not to place myself entirely lit
the hands of the insurgents. It appears very
strange that communications which 1 seat byi
special agents have never reached the Herald, for
as I have heard nothing of them, I assume that)
they never reached. This circumstance striken ma
as very suspicious, because the messengers wera
thoroughly reliable, and if the communications lit
question have not arrived they must have been
stopped by interested partle*. At present I aia
completely In the dark, but as soon as Mr. Price
arrives I will know better what to think about tha
apparent miscarriage. There are a great many"
things which I have to say that i cannot say now
lest my reasons for saying them should
be misunderstood. In one of my first letters the
belief was expressed that it was almost Impossible!
to write the whole truth without offending bothr
parties, and I am now more than ever convinced
that to write about this Cuban question one re¬
quires to be absolutely free from even the bus-'
plcion ol boing Influenced bv either side.

A RESORT TO PERJURY.
On the 8th of April I was again brought ont ot

my cell at tbe command of authority to take para
in a most disgraceful farce. Up to this date F
feared tho vengeance of the authorities, bnC
did not believe them capable of de¬
scending to contemptible means to ex¬
cuse whatever action they may project
against me. When my cell door opened I saw m
number or civilians ranged In the courtway, and
while I was puzzling mv brain to Imagine what
these people had to do with me, the Fiscal told ma
to take ofT my hat, and afterwards my coat. Al-
thongh verv much surprised and puzzled, I did as t
was told. 1 was then handed a hat and oat be'
longing to another man, which, as directed, I put
on. Then the Fiscal ordered ine to place myself
among the civilians and await the resnlt. I did so,
and in an instant after the door of the room next
to my cell was opened carefully, as If to allow tha
Issue of a wild animal. Instead or a wild i>east, a
young nigger girl came out, and was Immediately
requested by the Fiscal to recognize
Tin "ENGLISHMAN whom she HAD SKIN WITH CE3-

PEIJES
in the camp or Panchnlncas, In Cuba." Tb» whole
Import or the rarcc was at once evident. Never la
the girl's life had she seen rne with Ceapedea. for I
had neither been to Panchulucas nor had I seen.
Cespedes in that district of Cuba. However, 18
was very easy to recognize me. For some dava
before mv attention had been drawn to au unusual
conconrse or colored visitors in the tort. and even:
ir this had no Influence it Is very easy to pick out
an Irishman rrom any number ol Cuban civilians 5
besides, in their great hurry I was placed in llna
with my slippers and blue Aaunel trowsers, which,
taken together with a Cuban hat and a white coat,
must have presented a costume capable of attract¬
ing the attention of even an Ignorant nigger.,
Three times the farce of changlmr portions of my
costume was ?one through, and In order to maka
assurance doubly sure one of the officials entered
the room where the girl was confined each tlma
that a slight change of coauime was effected, not,
or course, with tho object or Informing her or tha
change, in case she should bo sufficiently stupid
not to know me again.a stupidity so great
that It passes !>eller. I requested to to be spared
this farce, but tbe fiscal informed me that it was
only a rormallty. Thu was not difficult to believe,
because so much as I have seen of their legal pro¬
ceedings have been little more than tne merest
formalities.

RICOUMTIOX OP THE 8PAN1SH TRUCNAL.
This Incident, however, had considerable in«

fluence In determining me to recognize the mill,
tary coart, In order to hasten the proceedings.
The conviction was forced upon me that I waQ
completely in the power of the authorities, because
If they could And a person willing to swear that I
had been In a point where I never set my foot, it
was evident they could find others willing to swea^
whatever they thought pleasing to the authorities.
Under such a system no man's lire could be con¬
sidered safe, and I thought the best thing to ha
done was to have the matter settled berore ton
many aspirants to the distinction of perjury could
have time to present themselves. !, therefore,
made a pretty general statement, admitting that,
as tue liKKALD correspondent,

I HAD ENTERED THE INBUROENT LINES,
vlslfen the camp of Callxto Garcia, Modesto Diaz,
and other chiefs, as well as .. the residence of the
republic, and Its occupant, Carlos Mauuel ( vs¬
pedes.'' Since then I have enjoyed more liberty ol

a relative kind, and am to a certain extent tree ol
petty annoyances.

PROSPECT OP A PROTRACTED IMPRISONMENT.
It has been hinted to mo that the papers in my

case will leave by the steamer to-day, and when
the authorities In Havana have perused them,
they will decide wnat disposition will be
made in my case. From this it is evi«
dent that I shall be here lor many daya
yet. Unfortunately the position Is not favorable lot
writing, and for reasons easy to conjecture, I da
not make much use of my pen. This morning,
however, It struck me that It would be a good Idea
to try what was the value or the freedom of com*
munlcatlon which the law secures me, as far aa
the statutes can secure anything. As to my future

I have no Idea what the people In power think of
doing with me. No word has come from the British
Consul General that would enable me to form an

o Dlnlon on the matter, which is to me or the utmost
importance. Some lour or Ave days must elapse
berore the Captain (Jeneral can decide on nia
course or action, and If no help comes rrom Madrid
before then I mav look lorward to the continuance
or an imprisonment which Is for me most Irritating
and inconvenient. In the letters and telegram*
sent rrom here ttie necessity of settling the matteft
in Madrid nas been constantly Insisted on. and un<

less the republican government is as stupid as th<
authorities here the atralr ought now to have ireei
arranged, if my couit»unlo*tiOL» are ailotfcd t4
puss*


